









































HFITE GHROUFE HNEWS
ESSEX KITE GROUP:

Perhaps not the largest membership in the
country,at 130 odd,but certainly the most
enthusiastic.The regular hardcore of
members {("Be back shortly — just nipping
off home for a bath and put some dry
things on") can be seen at all our
meetings throughout the winter months and
sometimes informally at Thorndon Park our
adopted flying ground.

During last summer flying demonstrations
were given at many fetes and schools.

Thanks to a good deal of voluntary work
subsciptions have been kept to a bargain
£1.50 a year.

Aspirations for the future? Lots more of
the same,a continuation of our quarterly
newsletter "Kitewings",and to make our
March tea party and social a regular date
on the calender.

Roger Fike
Editor "Kitewings"

Membership of the Essex Kite Group costs
£1.50 (adult) 35S0p (child).For further
details please contact Brian
Edgley, "Treadwheel ”,Sturricks
Lane,Gt.Bentley,Colchester.
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NORTHERN KITE GROUP:

The Northern Kite Group is now in its
fifth year of existance,and - as you may
have guessed - caters especially for
those of us 1living in the North of
England.Over the vyears,we’ve tried out
lots of ideas for activities,and built up
a year round programme of those events
which have proved most popular.So,what’s
happened in 1982.

Our newsletter,"Kite",has continued to
appear at regular guarterly
intervals.Some of this year’s highlights
have been an article by-Clive Casser on
parafoils which don’t need
drogues, ancther of Paul Chapman®s
researches,this time intoc the Navy Dove
Kite,and the designs,including the famous
Trefoil Delta.

1

The monthly +lying meetings have been
remarkable for the (relative) lack of bad
weather.Some of the most striking kites
have come from Malcolm Goodman’®s
collection of Oriental types.which he is
brave enough to fly.The Stratoscoops seem
to get larger every month! We’ve been
represented at almost all the major
festivals  this vyear,often by John
Spendlove,who as our International
Secretary also maintains an extensive
correspondance all around the world.

Other activities of 1782 have included
more kite making for kiddies,an
appearance by three of our members on
TV,and the infiltration of our ranks by a
BMISS member = oddly enough not a
mole,but a pig.Anyone who’s not put off
by the above details should note that we
also run an insurance scheme and offer a
S% discount at Greens Kite
shop.Membership of NKG is only £4.00 per
year;please contact me if you would like
further details.

Tanmn Walton
Group, S0 Park

The Northern Kite
t ane,Congleton,Cheshire,CW12 3DD

123330380832 330303800028¢2802302¢3¢88¢280¢41
GREAT OUSE KITE FLIERS:

New Year’s Day 1982 saw a few stalwart
members braving the cold and fog at
Ernul¥ School,5t.Neots.A heavy mist and
gentle breeze allowed deltas and similar
kites to get airborne although at about
15G feet the kitesz disappeared into the
mist.Red—faced.heavily wrapped persons
holding onte a2 line which disappeared
intc the mist confirmed to passers-—by
that most kiteflisrs are either very
dedicated or a little odd'Colin and Jenny
Jackson®s hospitality eventually warmed
us up and finished off a good afternoon.

Flv—-in meetings aorganised around the
Sreat Ouse area en joyed very good
attendance although the weather was very
disappointing.Although most of the flying
days were fine we had to contend with
either gale force winds or flat calm.

Two meetings for which we had high hopes
were our  visit to Lilford Park and our



major festival at Ferry Meadows.both good
+1ying sites but both blessed with very
wind.We hope to hold events
venues in 1983 with the
HoE = and facilities at Ferry
leadao usead aur main
estival.The Peterborough council who run
he scsports complex did us proud with
widsspread advertising and coverage 1in
the press and on radic and television.The
council undertock the car park control
leaving G.0.E.F. to oversee the actual
event and enjoy the kiteflying.
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School fetes and steam engine rallies
were visited to demonstrate our
kiteflying prowess to the general

public.fA lot of interest was shown in our
efforts which was encouraging but again
lack of wind limited our success.

We look
19831

forward to an active and breezy

Sheila Hartwell

the GOKF is £3.00
{includes free club badge) and
£5.00 family {includes two badges).For
further details contact Sheila
Hartwell ,Great Ouse Kite Fliers,7 Saxon
Close, Godmanchester,Huntingdon,Cambs,PELS
8JL

Membership of
individual
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BLACKHEATH KITE ASSOCIATION:

The B.E.A. was formed in 1977 to promote
interest in kiting,to provide a forum for
ideas, suggestions etc concerning all
aspects of kiting and toc help keep
members in touch with other individuals
and organisations in kiting.

Assoriation activities include a regular
summer ally,organised as part of the
annual Greenwich Festival,and the now

well known Kite Extravaganza,held
Easter,which is probably
largest U.E. kiting events.

every
one of the

In addition,club fly-ins are held over
the winter months details appearing
regularly in the list published by K.O.N.

If you would like further details,or feel
you would like to join us,and contribute

yvour ideas and
the secretary at

comments please write to
the following address.

Mr. Steve Gooding, 62 S5t.Albans

Road,Dartford,Kent,DAL 1ITE.
Steve Gooding
Membership costs £1.00 a year.
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Available now, the New 1983 Fabulon
Kite Catalogue Free.

Epsilon Kite.
90 Surfaces.
12 Wings.

%&

With oyer 50 diffrent designs. ;vailahle ina variety of sizes, and in
Dowel or Fibreglass,and made in Ripstop Nylon. Magy of which
are completely new designs. Send SAE for Catalogue o

9 Fockeit 3 Falcanscraft, Coviagham, Swindon, Wilts SHI SAF ENGLANS.




EFEITE DESIGH

This is a 1lightweight kite.It should be
constructed out of very thin polythene
sheet.The kite does not use a spar,but
depends on the air flow for its
shape.Careful ad justment of the keel
bridle length is needed to prevent the
outer surface collapsing.

The leading edge may fold over for the
first few inches.This does not affect the
kite’s performance but looks bad.

KITE LAID FLAT

3-D VIEW IN FLIGHT
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If any readers could cure this fault or
could suggest any other improvement I
would like tc hear from them.

Anthony Robinson

Editors note. We made a half size version
of this kite out of thin polythene and
found it to be an excellent Fflyer in
light winds when no other kite managed to
fly.
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COVER — LIBHT PLASTIC
SPINE - 1/8 DOWEL
BRIDLE - 3 LEG WITH KEEL
WIND - LIGHT

TAILESS
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AMERICA:

The last twoc letters from the Amsrican
Kitefliers Association contain reporis on
two new world records set in August.One
for the longest tail and ane for
endurance.

The first record for the longest tail was
set at 6.22 DST on August ist 1982 by Joe
Valenti of the Mariah Kite Company with
the help of Come Fly a Kite of Martha’s
Vinevard MA and local residents.The kite
they used was a 18 foot by 20 foot Sutton
Flowform,made by Mariah,lofting a tail of
ripstop nylon 2 foot wide by 2280 feet
long.The first attempt on the record was
made on the GSaturday and was initially
foiled by the line being used toc tether
the Lkite being tied to a post.This
resulted in a second attempt being
made.This time the tail itself landed in
the water and needed to be brought back
to dry land before trying
again.Volunteers went into the sea to
drag the sodden tail out.The attempt was
eventually halted for the day.

The next day they tried again and this
time the second attempt succeeded with
the kite swaving from one side to the
other.The battle lasted 90 minutes before
the decision was taken to cut the tail as
it stood.

When asked what he was going to do next
Joe Valenti replied "Fly a kite with a
mile long tail of course”.

The second record for endurance was set
at ?.50 pm on fiugust 28th in
Longbeach, Washington by the Edmonds
Community Colledge {(former holders of the
Worlds largest kite record).

The team started flying wusing two
production a3 parafoils and one
specially constructed 16Ft Sutton
Flowform.All were reinforced at stress
points with nylon webbing.The Ffirst J-5
failed when the wind stopped on the
22nd.The second failed on the morning of
the 2Bth.The 1largest stayed aloft until
2.07 on the 29th with a total time of 180
hours 17 minutes.

To keep the kites in the air during the
record it was necessary to walk ata brisk

i=

pace.lLong Beach has 28 miles of
unobstructed beach.One of the fliers
walked 11 miles with the number two J-
S.The larger kite,however,was never less
than 35 feet from the ground and at times
there was over 1 mile of line out to
catch the higher off-shore breezes.During
the mid-week there were four days of
constant 15-25 mph winds.

Harry Osborne,the director of the kite
team says that they were hoping to try
for the altitude record this vyear but
Boeing didn’t finish the altimeter in
time so they will have to try that next
vear . They are alsoc sure that they are
going to try and recapture the worlds
largest kite record next year.

In the Washington Kitefliers
Association’s newsletter has an update to
the worlds longest tail.

It says "Joe Valenti and Carcl Johnston
came toc the Oregon Coast at the
invitation of &Steve Lamb and flew a
Sutton Flow Form with a tail 5650 feet
long!This surpassed their own previous
recaord.

The WKA is also holding their 10th annual
Kite Show at the Pacific Science
Centre.They are asking help in displaying
kites from around the world.If you want
to send them a kite,they will pay vou
return postage or will trade your kite
for a comparable one if vyou like.If the
kite is too bulky,you can send only the
cover and the Washingtonians will fit it
with sticks{provided vyou send a diagram
and dimensions).If vyou have kites that

just will not travel,the association
would like to receive photos for
display.fll donations should be

accompanied by a note detailing the
owner,tyvpe of kite,materials,wind range
and any other facts of interested.

All material should be sent toc Bob
McCort, 5706 162nd PL  S.W.,Lynnwood,WA
F8036,U.5.A.They must arrive by February
for the exhibition in March.

We have recently received the Piney
Mountain Air Force December "Data-—-
Letter” and it contains a complete index
toc volume two of PMAF Data-letter.We were
interested toc note that K.O.N. is thirdin
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the number of mentions of
publications,with a total of six.The
publications ahpve us in the list are
KITETALES and TIGHT LINES.

1890032088 ¢38 00ttt ettt
SINGAPORE:

We have received more details of the
Singapore Kite Festival being held this
Month.

They are,again,having competitions with
separate sections for Wau Bulan,Oriental
and Western.They are going to place more
emphasis on workmanship as last year the
judges thought that wor kmanship was
generally poor.Prizes are likely to
consist of Three ma jor prizes and
trophies and 10 merit prizes plus 20
consclation prizes for each section.There
will be a total of 105 cash prizes,?
trophies and special awards.

The event will have a large foreign
contingent putting on demonstrations.The
Dutch team consists of 16 people and they
are taking the worlds largest kite and
the Cody manlifting team.Nick Morse may
also be joining them.Teams are alsoc the
following countries are being
represented; Japan,Korea,Malaysia, Singapor
e,U.5.A.,Britain and Hong Kong.

The British team will consist of five of
the following;Dave Green, Sarah
Green,Gilly Pelham,Mike FPawlow, Don
Dunford and Peter Waldron.

182082080200 0302302802888023¢3082¢2823823823¢2884%1
HOLLAND:

The premier kite store in Holland is
celebrating it°s +fifth year by moving to
new premises.The new shop 1s on the
corner of the Rijswi jkseplein.The address
of the shop is Weteringkade Sa,251i5 AK
Den Hagg,Holland.

LSe35 8¢03¢38 ettt este s

Sold out of coloured ripstop at 95p
except brown and used red at 45p and used
black at S0p.

MNew stock of white nylon brightly
silvered on one side in Various
widths, from 36" down to 7".Price per
sg.yard decreases with width.

346" wide £1.50 sg yard.
S9ft lengths tapering from:-—

28" toc 286" wide £1.20 sg yard.
26" to 24" wide £1.10 sg yard.
24" to 22" wide £1.00 sg yard.

and so on 10p less for every 2" less till
10" to 8" at S0p sq yard.

All plus P & P at 10%Z NO VAT.While stocks
last.

Saffery Model Balloons, 1 Lansdown
Terrace,Lansdown Road, Bath, BAl SEF
Tel:311145

Malvern
Kites

Wishing a Happy New Year to KON and KON
members.

Have vyou got vyour copy of our 1983
catalogue?

Yott will find in it 2—
— 45 designs + photographs
Details of 70 kites
A choice of boomerangs
— Books
- A mag of Malvern!
Details of opening hours.

For your copy.please send a stamp to :-
Malvern Kites,The Octagon Room,5t.fAnn’s
Well,Malvern,Worcestershire.

Tel 06845 - 65504




Just a gquick word to inform those people
who have not yet heard the news.The Kite
and Balloon Company have opened a new
shop in the h=sart of Birmingham.The
manager iz Brian Naylor and the address
is 20 Ezsex Street,Birmingham BS
4RT.Telephone 021 622 2331.We wish Brian
iuck with the new shop.

EE0ee28 3082002000020 8¢2 000000ttt

Seen in Susan Reynolds Books in Brighton
{and also at the Kite 5tore 1in London)
David Felham’s Fan Book Of Kites reduced
to £2.50.Tern kites for 25p each can’t be
bad.

A short review goes as
follows.Curse,mutter.,ocath.0h no! Cut the
wrong piece again.If that glue doesn’t
stick this time.I’11 scream.Sticks to my
fingers.The card to the table.But not the
kite together'!'The only thing to fly from
thic bock will be me in a temper!

Sericusly though another Pelham
classic.Don’t fly the flag.Fly the book!

Seen in Hamley’s,london.A new "Giant
Jumbo Kite" made by Gunther Flugspiele.f
2160 mm widespan,Rogallo based

frame,Delta with a polythene rainbow hued
sail.The leading edge spars are in two
part=.The outer ends fit through the
sleeves into the inner spar
forrules,retained by adhesive tape.A four
lag bridle is fitted.

The kite comes complete with a 140 am
plastic "wheel-type",off set handle,reel
which is wound with 100 m of 10 Kg BS
moncfilament fitted with a plastic spring

clip hook. & 10 m tail is also
provided. The instructions say that the
bridle ring will carry loads up to

200g.The kite is priced at £10.99.

In E.Q.H. 12 you included a letter from
Bodoczky Istvan a Hungarian artist who
was writing a book on kites.Well,his book
has now been published.

it is called "Sarkanyepites” {kite
Construction/Making?) and is published
by Muszaki Konyukiado Budapest,1982.A4
small 202 145 mm, 208 page, hard
book.Like all foreign language books,it
has to judged on visual presentation.

Lt
i

This is generally good,however,the clear
plans and line drawings contrast sharply
with some of the "fuzzy"” illustrations
taken from photographs.Excellent
photographs,all colour,are confined to
the front cover and a folioc of 50 at the
back of the book.

It appears to be a fairly
comprahensive,up to date,study of kite
history.flight theory and
construction.Although much of the

material i1s familiar.Perhaps a little
vague in individual assembly
details.Bridle points are shown,but not
bridlie lengths.Also,the Flexifoil has
been renamed the Foilflex.

fAs Bodoczky says in his letter Hungary
has no tradition of flying kites,although
there is now great interest in them.So
his new addition to kite literature
should do much to +further the cause
there.A rare and worth while book for any
kite library.

It is available through:The Danubin Book
Company, B and I Ivany,58 Chatsworth
Road, London, NW2 4DD.Price £4.83 + 35SOp

pip.

Terence White

10208088228 ¢83082280002¢8¢08¢2080082888¢8¢08¢1

The ultimate for the woman in vyour
life.Knickers with kites on
them.Available from branches of Marks and
Spencers in nice pastel shades.

L2 2222202202000 00328028¢2¢3208¢388288838¢44

We recently heard news of a new Flexifoil
teing put on the market.Primarily
ned for towing boats they have
cped & 1& Ffoot wing.At a cost of
it is probably beyond most
rs.Rumoured quote from one of the
designers,when asked what it was like to
1y, "Not very nice.”

=

Flexifoil have also used their design for
the wing of & microlight aircraft  the
idea being to reduce the weight factor.

LS 225225200002 0002020003200280300808288008%

The Northern Yite Group has again been



GERERAL.

appearing on television.On December 13th
1982 at 5.30pm they appeared in the
Channel 4 programme called "Make The Most
Of ...".David Holmes wrote to us shortly
beforehand and told us "We filmed it on a
totally  windless  day on Baildon
Moor.After half a dozen long launches to
get a &ft Cody airborne the fliers and
crew were well worn out.”

Well done the NKG for further promoting
kiteflying.

1028038203820 8¢338808¢33383¢038¢38¢3¢338;

For the kids.Seen in Heals of London a
cloud shaped headboard complete with
kite.The price was not on the article in
question but anyone interested in
indoctrinating the kids at an early age
should contact Heals.

16220038003 ¢¢3¢83322320¢338¢33¢38¢3¢¢38¢8¢%4

In fact it is even possible to start on
the indoctrination even earlier with the
introduction of babies bibs complete with
Kite.Also available from Heals of London.

13222003320 3¢0323¢0200280020¢23000¢2¢¢388¢88481

Whilst on the subject of Heals.Martin
Lester of the Kite Store was spotted
doing a very good sales job during Heals
Christmas preview evening.He was
positioned on the second floor with a
backdrop of Monday Lunch and Spectra Star
kites.There appeared toc be a great deal
of interest by the patrons and some kites

were spotted wandering around in peoples .

bags.
0800330033800 2833080¢83280380088¢28¢832884841

At last K.O0O.N. has made the big time.In
Nigel Dempsters Diary in the Daily Mail
the following headline appeared."It’s a
KON trick".

1200033230088 ¢28¢0828022002¢0328038¢2083¢0¢48¢

You may or may not have already spotted
the advert from Charles Saffery in this
issue.The advert gives details of white
nylon silvered on one side and the
prices.He sent us a small sample of this
material and it is very very nice.The
silvered side of the material appears to

INMTEREST L el
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be some sort of mylar and it
tough. It also is extremely well
onto the ripstop.

is very
bonded

1320302230038 8 022080308383 ¢088308838¢83848441

We have been told that John Gapp of
Glouster Kites has made an appearance on
a tv programme for the deaf.

1020202082082 030238882002¢2303¢83¢83838¢88¢44

Malvern ¥Kites has produced a new
catalogue which has photographs as well
as the 1line drawing present in the first
catalogue. You should note that the shop
is not open during January or February
except by prior arrangement.

1 £ 226283008 ¢3883¢23808080¢080¢3888¢3888¢44

All our readers should start dusting off
their victorian kites for an event next
November .Details when we know them.

1008822828033 0¢38¢3¢¢3¢038¢38¢33¢0338884¢¢

You may have seen flying in the sky over
the past few months a rather nice grey
shark.This kite is made by Martin Lester
and he is now making them for you to
buy.They cost £89.75 and are available on
special order only from the Kite Store.

1830028020038 0033¢38¢08¢3¢33¢338038883¢84¢

Patrickfﬂ’Driscoll has made a further
developé;ent to his Solent and Shooter
Deep Sky Reels.This is a braking system
which is fitted onto the centre hub.If
you own a reel made by Patrick you can
obtain the modification by sending him
your address along with a cheque or
postal order for £1.25.The parts come
complete with fitting instructions.Send
to Patrick 0’Driscoll, 18 Myrtle
Road, Aldermoor , Southampton, 501 4G8.

b8 02020083382 e08000038803338¢800¢888¢083]
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HANGOVER SPECIAL,ERNULF SCHﬂOL,ST.NEGTS,CAHBS;xFLY—IN. 6.0.K.F.
BLACKHEATH, LONDON. FLY-IN. B.K.A.

SOUTH WEALD,ESSEX. TYVEK MEET. FLY-IN.E.K.G.
BLACKHEATH,LONDON. FLY-IN. B.K.A.

THORNDON PARIK,ESSEX. MYLAR MEET. FLY-IN. E.K.G.

HYLANDS PARK,CHELMSFORD,ESSEX. P.V.C. MEET. FLY-IN. E.K.G.
BLACKHEATH, LONDON. FLY-IN. B.K.A.

THORNDON PARK,ESSEX. SILK MEET. FLY-IN. E.K.G6.

GRAFHAM WATER,NORTH SIDE. FLY-IN. G.O.K.F.

KITE EXTRAVAGANZA ~83,BLACKHEATH,LONDON. FESTIVAL. B.K.A. XX
KITE EXTRAVAGANZA *83,BLACKHEATH,LONDON. FESTIVAL. B.K.A. XX
GREAT BENTLEY,COLCHESTER,ESSEX. TISSUE MEET. FLY-IN. E.K.G.
OLD WARDEN, BEDFORDSHIRE. FESTIVAL. B.K.F.A. XX

ERNULF SCHODL,ST.NEOTS.CAMBS. FETE. B.O0.K.F.

WOBURN ARBEY, BEDFORDSHIRE. FESTIVAL. E.K.G./B.K.F.A. XX
LILFORD PARK. DEMO. G.O.K.F. (P)

K.O.N. TRIP LEAVES FOR HOLLAND.

SCHEVENINGEN INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL,HOLLAND. FESTIVAL. V.0. xx
SCHEVENINGEN INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL,HOLLAND. FESTIVAL. V.0O. XX
SCHEVENINGEN INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL,HOLLAND. FESTIVAL. V.0. XX
BRAMPTON STEAM RALLY. DEMO. G.O.K.F.

K.O.N. TRIF RETURNS FROM HOLLAND

BLACKHEATH SUMMER FESTIVAL. BLACKHEATH,LONDON. FESTIVAL. B.K.A. XX
FERRY MEADOWS, PETERBOROUGH. FESTIVAL. G.0.K.F. xx (P)
MARCH,CAMBS. DEMO. G.O0.K.F. (F)

DUNSTABLE DOWNS. FLY-IN. G6.0.K.F.

ROXTON STEAM RALLY. DEMO. G.0.K.F. (P)

OLD WARDEN, BEDFORDSHIRE. B.K.F.A. 1X

FROVISIONAL
DONATES MAJOR FESTIVAL

PRt bttt ottt ettt tesecssetssessststtietsetseeisestestetsstsetdetiss,

Once again the Blackheath Kite
fAssociation is organising "Kite
Extravaganza’™83",to be held on
Blackheath,lLondon.SE3 on Easter Sunday
and Easter Monday,Zrd and 4th April 1983.

We again hope to attract a wide range of
kiteflyers from all over Europe,and we

) invite you to come along and join BLACKHEATH
them.Attractions will include 'S ’
R 4 kitefighting championships,static :
EXT MGAN Z4 exhibitions,and others as yet to be ASSOCIATION

finalised.In addition all the major kite
stores will be present.

Elackheath is probably one of the best
flying sites around London,and at Easter
everyone who is anyone in kiting will be
there.Will vou?.




An Alphabetical Guide to Kites & Kite Flying

A
B

C

"1 T

~ &7 Do

VO &2
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N<Xg<C

Alpha star, Ace, Alloy tube, Aerobatic kites & Accessories.

Bat, Barndoor, Bonanza, Buzzard, an abundance of Box kites, Books,
Boomerangs & Badges.

Cody Compound, Cody war kite, Conyne, Comet, Colarado roller,
Cruiser roller, California dragon, Captain nemos & Centipedes.

Diamonds, Deltas & Dragons by the Dozen, Diamond roller, Douglas m2,
Deep sky reels & D rings.

Eddy bow, Eagle, Eyelets & Eyelet pliers.

Flexifoil, French signal, Flare, Flutter, Facet, Four dekker, Fokker
triplane, F3F-2, Fibreglass & Flying discs.

Griffon stunter, Gunther kites - a new range at The Kite Store!
Heart, Happy wings box, Hexagon, Hot air balloon & Handles.
Indian spools & Insects from China.

Jib rigged box, large & small.

Kite a maran, Kiskeedee, Kitelines, K.o.n.
Kite Store Ltd., 69 neal St., London. WC2H 9PJ. Tel 01-836 1666.

Lamson, Larus star, Levitor & square Levitor.

Malay, Multiflare, Mini box, Mini dragon, Mylar & Magazines.
Neon star, Nylon line.

Octar the invincible Octopus, Open keel delta, Octagon & O rings.

Peter Powell stunter, Polycell, Phoenix variant, Parafoil, Photon, Prof
waldof boxes, Patterned deltas & Paper kites.

Quite the best selection of kites available at The Kite Store!
Ripstop nylon, Ramfoil, Reams of Rollers, Ramin dowel & Reels.

Strato box, Seagull, Sode, Suruga, Scirroco roller, Shooting Star, Sky
pup, Spectra dragon, Sopwith camel & trainer, Spirit of St. Louis, Silk
kites & Swivels.

Send S.a.e. for our latest price list.

Tiger box, Thai jewel, Triplane roller, Tim bird & Tails.

Ufo hot air balloon.

Vampyre & some Very large Kkites!

Windspeed meter, Wright flyer, Wycombe delta & Windsocks.
heXagon, heXagon boX & heXagon diamond.

Yakko, Yacht delta, YoYo bobbin.

Zether ferrari ramfoil.
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