






























HERE AND THERE 
----------------------------
excellent quarterly that comes out on 
time, belies its middle name, and is a 
good mix of plans, news, and John Barkers 
currytoons." Someone has 

**************************************** 
From America comes the Greater Delaware 
Valley Kite Society magazine cal l ed Tight 
Lines. It i s a chatty, informative 
•agazine with little titbits of 
information.Unfortunately there is no 
information about the cost of membership 
but we will endeavour to find out and l et 
you know. 

**************************************** 
There were some truly amazing kites at 
the A.K.A. annual convention in Detroit 
last year.The best has to be one called 
"Dragonf ly".Constructed by Adrian Conn of 
Ontario it took 50 hours over a three 
week period.The spectacular kite included 
a balloon type lantern tail, Hewitt 
flexwings and four parafoil coils over 
the front of the body for lift.This 
captured the best individual award in the 
Peoples Choice competition. 

Another kite on show at the convention 
was Bill 1,150 sq.ft. Box kite. 
This kite was bui lt by Bill along with 
Bob Sessions. The kite measures 40ft by 35 
ft and can it can take up to 25 people to 
help assemble it. The kite is flown from 
a 5,000 lb line and uses 1 1/2" 
aluminium spars. The kite was made to 
attempt to gain the world record for 
strongest pull. 

**************************************** 
The latest magazine from The Japanese 
Kite Association is an excellent 
publication whose only fault . is that it 
is in Japanese.There are some wonderful 
photographs of both Eastern and Western 
Kite5.0ne of the best Eastern style kites 
has got to be the train of small diamond 
kites with a Dragons Head as the lead 
kite.This is further enhanced by having a 
kite in the shape of a boy.The 
positioning of this second kite gives the 
impression of a boy riding a dragon. 

Looking through the magazine you keep 

coming across complex cellular kites one 
being a series of hexagonal box kites 
joined together to make an eve n more 
complex kite. 

**************************************** 
A quick point of information. The 
Nederlands Vlieger Gezelschap <Dutch Kite 
Group> have a new address. Ton Oostveen, 
Meendaal 39, 6228 GE Maastritch,Ho lland. 

**************************************** 
Here is some information about the 
Singapore Kite Festival which appeared in 
The Straits Times. 

Talking about the flying of the worlds 
largest kite which a thirteen ma n Dutch 
team had taken for the festival,the paper 
says: "It will take the Dutch team plus 
50 servicemen from the 4th Singapore 
Infantry Regiment two hours j ust to 
unfold and assemble the kite. The team 
has also asked for a seven tonne truck or 
bulldozer to act as an anchor when the 
kite is in flight. " The paper says that a 
hot air blower was used to fill the 
undersurface of the kite and t hen the 
wind took over. 

**************************************** 
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BITS AND PIECES 
=============== 
The Kite and Balloon Company were quoted 
in the Daily Mail of December 22 
1982.Nigel Dempster was writing about how 
the Deputy Master of the Queen ' s 
household came into sharp criticism about 
charging Palace employees £3 for gas 
filled ballooons that were used in the 
royal wedding.The K.B.C. told Nigel 
Dempster that a similar balloon would 
sell already inflated~ in their shops for 
95p. 

**************************************** 
Skye Morrison,a textile specialist,is 
putting on a exhibition of some 20-30 
painted silk kites called Syk:works at the 
Cannon Hill Art Centre,Birmingham,from 
lOth June to lOth July.Connected with the 
Exhibition the Art Centre are organising 
an aerial extranganza i.e. kite flying in 
a local park,together with a kite 
competition for schools and colleges 
called Aerial Artworks 

**************************************** 
Another cheap kite book spotted for 25p 
at Harvey's Book Shop,14-16 Bradwells 
Court,Cambridge.The book is Dinesh 
Bahadur's Come Fly A Kite 

**************************************** 
A famous kiteflyer has entered the 
literary world where he goes under the 
name of Clive ...• Cornwall we wish him 
success. 

**************************************** 
A group 
to hold 
spring. 

of Medway Conservationists plan 
a mass kite flying day this 

They hope to attract hundreds of adults 
and youngsters to Jacksons Field, 
Rochester, in a bid to establish a record 
for the greatest number of people kite 
flying at one time. 

The group, Medway Friends of The Earth 
also plan to promote the idea of low cost 
energy. It is inviting firms connected 
with energy saving to set up stands and 
display their products at the fly-in. 

The organisers will be offering prizes to 

attact more people to attend t he event 
which the friends of the Earth hope will 
gain them a place in the Guiness Book of 
Records. 

And any profits made from the f l y-in on 
Saturday April 16th will be given to the 
friends' wildlife fund. 

**************************************** 
A new kite company The Mal r o 
Company, Malro House, 245 
Street,Walthamstow,London E17 3NT . 

Kite 
Wood 

The kites they produce are "an unique 
Roger's Design". At the moment they do 
four different kinds of Deltas but they 
state that they will do other desi gns.The 
sample we had was given to us by t he Kite 
Store, (who are not stocking these 
kites}, it was the Zebra Delta, which as 
the name suggest was a black and white 
design,the kite was 72" across.Apparently 
this company normally manufactures sports 
wear,the material being the type used for 
shorts etc. 

The design seems to be based on the 
standard delta design from Pelham 
although the maker has got some things 
wrong.For e>:ample the leading e dge wood 
on the wing comes to the point at the top 
and the empty part of the poc ket is 
placed at the bottom.The wing s preader 
has very rough edges with the curtain 
hook method of attachment and t he hook 
passes through a button hole! 

These points aside,the kite was t a ken out 
in a moderate wind and the kite started 
off well.After- a time the kite was 
affected by the increasing wind and we 
bought it down.The main damage after its 
flight was the keel pulling away from the 
sail. 

The price for this particular kite is 
£6.50 including carrying case plus V.A.T. 

**************************************** 
A new kite from the German kite makers 
Gunther - The Comet.A small plastic kite 
which is ideal for the kids.The s a mple we 
had was blue with a red tail.The kite has 
ingenious clip on bridle and tail lines 
wh ich by repositioning the attachments on 



B I TS AND PIECES 
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the spars allows the kite to fly in a 
str ong e r er l e s ser wi nd . 

The kite is c apable of be i r.g s tunt ed 
s omewhat like an I nd ian Fighter by 
pulling and rel e as i ng t he 
line. Howeve r,the ki te has a t edency t o be 
too s tabl e to be s tunted e f fect i velv . The 
line comes on a n i ce l i tt l e r eel which is 
r-emar-kabl y e asy to use and woul d be ideal 
for other smal l kites.The line supplied 
i s monofi l ament 110 m long with a B.S. of 
about 10 kg. 

Thi s ki te is f un to fly and resilient to 
crashes.Price £2.50 available f r om the 
Ki t e Store. 

**************************************** 
Dave Green of 
i nventing new 
in the range, 
and the other 

Greens of Burnley has been 
Id tes again. There are two 
one called The Wind Wizard 

The Sky Sprite. 

Using a revolutionary new plastic Dave 
Gr- een has designed the "Cloudhoppers". 
These 3 dimensional kites have no spars 
a nd the spec ial properties of the plastic 
hold it in s hape.They have the mi n imum of 
fus s .Everyth i ng needed to c onstruct and 
fly the ki te i s pr ovided in the pack 
(incl uding the st icky t ape ) a nd takes 
about f i ve minutes to construct.The 
p l ast i c is brightly c o l oured in 
red,yellow and green and the sample we 
had <The Wind Wizard) had a white tail. 

Construct i on basically c onsists of 
s t ic king on a couple of reinforcing rings 
for the br i dle,tying the bridle on an~ 

sticking the tail to the bottom.In flight 
the kite looks impressi ve and catches the 
eye although it must be said that it does 
not like too strong a wind. 

The price i s expected to be about £2.50 
and is obviously available from Greens 
and possibly the Kite Store a well. 

**************************************** 
A new ki te call e d a "Bl owf light " i s be ing 
marketed by Omavale <Creative Engineers) 
LTD , 76 Beckworth Road,North Dulwi ch , 
London S.E.24.They call i t a captive 
balloon a nd i s selling the idea for 
pr omotional purposes.The complete thing 

f o l ds down to pocket size and t here is 
advertisi ng space on every conceivable 
area , the kite itself , the l ine handle and 
even the pocket pack.The design is 
available with Buzby on it at £3.98 each 
per dozen. 

The desi gners say that 
absolutely new design,but 
l i ke a Stukie kite. 

it i s an 
to us i t looks 

**************************************** 
Another new kite to come onto the market 
is The Wycombe "Super Tube" high 
performance kite.The kite is essentially 
a ram jet sled and comes complete with 
line,handle and snap swivel.The overall 
size "is 28" by 23". 

Again The Wycombe 
congratulated on 
instructions which 
concise. 

Kite Company must be 
their excellent 

are very clear and 

**************************************** 
New kites from Spectra Star Kites.Called 
"Skywalk'n" Kites they are 55" by 25" 
<Price £2.65>.The 1983 catalogue goes on 
to describe the kites "A revolut ionary 
new concept for kites. The Skywalk ' n 
f igures are so named because thei r arms 
and legs move realistically as the y race 
across the sky." 

The kite is made of heavy gauge pol ythene 
film and an ABS air frame.The bridle 
system, so the catalogue says, is unique 
and we must agree with that.The bridle 
lines look very much like thin strapping 
tape. 

The kites are very brightly colour ed and 
come in a series of patterns, Star 
Kn ight, Barbarian, Viking Warrior, 
Pirate, Vidron and Merlins Dragon.The 
test model we had was quite impressive in 
flight and flew in quite a large wind 
range. 

There are also some new designs in the 
Spe ctra Star dragon kites,and also in the 
' octopus' style ki tes. Most of these 
kites are available from The Kite Store. 

**************************************** 
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BITS AND PIECES 
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Seen in The New Scientist and Girl about 
Town ••• Petrol Giant B.P. have registered 
patents for wind assisted oil tankers. 
The patent <2 098 946 > outline plans for 
a giant kite sail ,whilst a further 
patent <2 098 950) gives some details of 
launching the kite. 

The main sail kite is folded and packed 
i n a tube like gun barrel on the ship 
deck,this is attached to a smaller pilot 
kite which has a compressed air launcher. 
Once the pilot kite is launched and 
catches the wind it pulls out the main 
kite .The main kite flies from the deck 
usi ng a strong cable. 

There are also suggestions that the kite 
could be used as a platform for 
photographic and teleco..unication 
equipment. 

**************************************** 
The B.K.F.A have moved.Their new address 
is Wolsey House,Wolsey Road,He.el 
Hempstead,Herts HP2 4SS. 

**************************************** 
Ayscoughfee Hall Museum in Spalding is 
holdi ng a kite day and art exhibition on 
Saturday 23rd April 1983. Mrs Vernon 
writes the following about the day: "The 
aim of the k i te day is threefol d: I hope 
it will encourage people to think about 
how birds and other animals fly,as we 
have a bird museum and I am trying to 
lose the dusty nineteenth century image 
with a display on flight . Secondly I hope 
it will get local people making kites and 
using their craft skills.Finally I hope 
it will give everyone a chance to enjoy 
themselves. 

We are judging the kites on appearance in 
the morning and combining a prize giving 
for that with a prize giving for the 
local art competit i on in the museum.Then 
in the afternoon we have reserved a large 
double playi ng f i eld,the Castle Playing 
Field ,in Spaldi ng, from 1.30, for the 
kite flying.I hope to be able to award 
more prizes for flying home made kites 
then,but would welcome any visitors who 
could demonstrate some of the more 
spectacular new 
ge neral ki te 

kites,or j oin 
fly. Entry to 

in 
the 

a 

competition is not restricted to local 
people". 

Entry foriiiS ,conditions and a Mark sheet 
on kite making are available fro. 
Ayscoughfee Hall Museua, Spalding, 
Lincolnshire <closing date for entries is 
Monday 18th April>. 

**************************************** 
News of a new kite shop.l1r Boyd wr-ites as 
follows, " ••• It aay be of interest that I 
have just opened a saall retail shop 
specialising in the sale of kites and all 
accessories etc ••• " The address is 
Skysport,l,Free Enterprise Centre,Station 
Parade, Eastbourne. Sussex. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Calling all Flexifoil fans. We recently 
had the following request froa one of our 
readers. A l1r B.Crane who wr-ites the 
following " ••. I wonder if you could 
print a request for overprinted 
Flexifoils in your aagazine.I MOUld like 
to purchase Flexifoils with adverts on 
them i • e Wrangler, etc, or unusual designs 
printed on thea. With or without spars 
and lines". The address is 159,Argyle 
Avenue, Hounslow, Middx. 

In the same letter he mentions his 
favourite flying site - flying off London 
Bridge or Southwark Bridge ,which he says 
is quite a challenge when you have a good 
east wind.He does go on to say, 
however,that you can only fly on a Sunday 
due to air traffic the rest of the week~ 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Sweden apparently has a thriving kite 
group and is holding its annual kite 
festival in Stockholm in May.We wish we 
had more details •••••• 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Frank Macshane,noted for his aerial 
photography is now producing postcards 
with aerial views taken by kite , claimed 
to be the first commerical post card to 
be produced from a kite photograph . 

<Eds 
true , 

Somehow we think this cannot be 
as we have a post card with a ki te 



BITS AND P I .ECES 
=============== 
produced aerial photo and that is dated 
1919 ~) 

**************************************** 
How kite flying has change{we hope~). 

Whilst reading East Ham From Village To 
Country Borough this little statement was 
seen "Kite flying was a favourite 
amusement in the playground.The kites 
were all home made". This was written in 
1882. 

**************************************** 
In Sunday Magazine, the magazine of the 
News of The World, of the 16th January 
1983 there was a short snippet on 
kiteflying. The main mention was for the 
Essex Kite Group as they were having a 
fly in that day. The article then 
continues by saying that "It"s not just a 
matter of holding a piece of string and 
waiting for the wind anymore ..• ". <Isn"t 
it???>. 

The article also tells us that 
possible to spend £1500 on a 
wingspan kite capable of lifting a 
<Obviously a Nick Morse Cody.> 

it is 
15 ft 

111an. 

**************************************** 
Terence White, one of our more regular 
correspondants, recently wrote to us 
about a visit being made to this co~ntry 
by Margaret Gregor, author of three 
e>:cellent books Blown Sky High,More 
Simple Kites and Simple Fabric Kites. 

She is here at the beginning of April and 
hopes to visit the Kite Extravaganza at 
Blackheath. She would like to meet as 
many of the kite community as possible.So 
if you see her at Blackheath go and have 
a chat. 

**************************************** 
Fabulon Kites have produced a new 
catalogue. All the kites of the last 
catalogue are there along with many of 
the classic types.One added point about 
these kites is that they are now all made 
in Ripstop. It is also possible to 
specify whether you want dowel or 
fibreglass. 

Robert Foskett has also announced a new 
range of kites.Trading under the name of 
Yotsooba <you may have seen the advert in 
the last issue of I<.O.N.> they are a 
mi>:ture of the larger classic <Barrage 
Box,Brogden,German Roller,Hargrave etc) 
and futuristic type kites. One of the 
most facinating kites in this range is a 
Triangle Box.It has 300 cells with 492 
separate surfaces.Another in the 
futuristic range is the Alpha R101 which 
is a more complicated version of the Neon 
Star with 12 wings and 102 lifting 
surfaces.Finally a mention must be made 
of what has got to be the most 
complicated kite ever made.It is called a 
Cloystar,has 48 wings and over 700 
lifting surfaces.We are hoping to see one 
at the Kite Extravaganza over Easter. All 
of the Yotsooba range are made in ripstop 
nylon,aluminium and fibreglass. 

If you are interested in getting one of 
thse catalogues contact Robert Foskett,3 
Falconscroft,Covingham,Swindon,Wilts,SN3 
5AF.Please enclose S.A.E. 

**************************************** 
Alan Mitchell wrote to inform us about 
the launch of three specialised mail 
order kite catalogues.Calling himself 
Deep Sky Kites he is hoping to cover the 
North East of the country concentrating 
on the area between Leeds and 
Edinburgh.Further details are not yet 
available but we will keep you informed. 

**************************************** 
A word about the possibility of a kite 
festival in Edinburgh as part of the 
Edinburgh Festival Fr inge . The 
administrator, Michael Dale, i s always 
looking for new ideas and a kite flying 
day is one of them. 

He hopes to hold the event on the 4th 
September,the beginning of the last week 
of the fest ival , and would like to make it 
the sort of event where people could just 
turn up and watch or bring a kite,or 
watch e xperts doing their thing. 

More informat i on when available . 

*t************************************** 
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EVENTS LIST 
=========== 
3rd APRIL 
3rd APRIL 
4th APRIL 
10th APRIL 
16th APRIL 
17th APRIL 
17th APRIL 
23rd APRIL 
1st MAY 
2nd MAY 
15th MAY 
29th MAY 
29th MAY 
30th MAY 
5th JUNE 
5th JUNE 
5th JUNE 
12th JUNE 
12th JUNE 
16th JUNE 
17th JUNE 
18th JUNE 
19th JUNE 
19th JUNE 
20th JUNE 
26th JUNE 
26th JUNE 
26th JUNE 
3rd JULY 
10th JULY 
10th JULY 
30th JULY 
30th JULY 
31st JULY 
31st JULY 
7th AUGUST 
7th AUGUST 
14th AUGUST 
28th AUGUST 
4th SEPTEMBER 
4th SEPTEMBER 
l Oth SEPTEMBER 
11th SEPTEMBER 
18th SEPTEMBER 
lath SEPTEMBER 
2nd OCTOBER 
16th OCTOBER 
6th NOVEMBER 
20th NOVEMBER 
(p) 

u 

GRAFHAM WATER,NORTH SIDE. FLY-IN. G.O.K.F. 
KITE EXTRAVAGANZA ' 83,BLACKHEATH,LONDON. FESTIVAL. B.K.A. tt 
KITE EXTRAVAGANZA '83,BLACKHEATH,LONDON. FESTIVAL. B.K.A. tt 
BURTON DASSETT COUNtRY PARK. FLY-IN. M.K.F. 
FRIENDS OF THE EARTH KITE FLY,ROCHESTER. FLY-IN. 
HULL. FLY-IN. N.K.G. 
GREAT BENTLEY,COLCHESTER,ESSEX. TISSUE MEET. FLY-IN. E.K.G. 
AYSCOUGHFEE HALL MUSEUM,SPALDING,LINCS. KITE DAY 
OLD WARDEN,BEDFORDSHIRE. FESTIVAL. B.K.F.A. tt 
ERNULF SCHOOL,ST.NEOTS.CAMBS. FETE. G.O.K.F. 
SALFORD. FLY-IN. N.K.G. 
WOBURN ABBEY,BEDFORDSHIRE. FESTIVAL. E.K.G./B.K.F.A. tt 
CORNWALL KITE FESTIVAL,MULLION • .FESTIVAL. C.K.F. U 
CORNWALL KITE FESTIVAL,MULLION. FESTIVAL. C.K.F. tt 
WALSALL ARBORETUM,BIRMINGHAM. FLY-IN. M.K.F. 
LILFORD PARK. DEMO. G.O.K.F. (p) 
CROYDON KITE FESTIVAL,CROYDON,SURREY. FESTIVAL. C.K.G. tt 
RADIO HAMS RALLY,ELVASTON CASTLE. DEMO. M.K.F. 
WINSFORD,CHESHIRE. FLY-IN. tii;K.G. 
K.O.N. TRIP LEAVES FOR HOLLAND. 
SCHEVENINGEN INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL,HOLLAND. FESTIVAL. V.O. tt 
SCHEVENINGEN INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL,HOLLAND. FESTIVAL. V.O. tt 
SCHEVENINGEN INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL,HOLLAND. FESTIVAL. V.O. tt 
BRAMPTON STEAM RALLY. DEMO. G.O.K.F. 
K.O.N. TRIP RETURNS FROM HOLLAND 
BLACKHEATH SUMMER FESTIVAL. BLACKHEATH,LONDON. FESTIVAL. B.K.A. tt 
BURNLEY. FLY-IN. N.K.G. 
GREAT WALTHAM KITE FESTIVAL,ESSEX. FESTIVAL. E.K.G. tt 
WALSALL ARBORETUM,BIRMINGHAM. FLY-IN. M.K.F. 
FERRY MEADOWS,PETERBOROUGH. FESTIVAL. G.O.K.F. tt <P> 
BIRCHWOOD FOREST PARK,WARRINGTON. FLY-IN. N.K.G. 
WESSEX KITE FESTIVAL,SOUTHAMPTON. FESTIVAL. W.K.G. tt 
LYME PARK FESTIVAL. FESTIVAL. N.K.G. tt 
WESSEX KITE FESTIVAL,SOUTHAMPTON. FESTIVAL. W.K.G. tt 
LYME PARK FESTIVAL. FESTIVAL. N.K.G. tt 
BURTON DASSETT COUNTRY PARK. FLY- IN. M.K.F. 
MARCH , CAMBS. DEMO. G.O.K.F. (P) 
OTTERSPOOL PROMENADE,LI VERPOOL. FLY-IN. N.K.G. 
BAILDON MOOR , WEST YORKSHIRE. FLY-IN. N.K. G. 
WALSALL ARBORETUM,BIRMINGHAM. FLY-IN. M.K.F. 
EDINBURGH FRINGE ~ITE FLY,EDINBURGH. FESTIVAL. 
ALDHAM KITE DAY,NEAR MARKS TEY,ESSEX. FESTIVAL. E.K.G. U 
DUNSTABLE DOWNS. FLY-IN. G.O.K.F. 
ROXTON STEAM RALLY. DEMO. G.O . K.F. <P> 
N. K.G. ANNUAL FESTIVAL,SALFORD. FESTIVAL. N.K.G. tt 
OLD WARDEN,BEDFORDSHIRE. B.K.F.A. tt 
HARROGATE. FLY-IN. N.K.G • 
A.G.M. HOLYHEAD SCHOOL,BIRMINGHAM. WORKSHOOP. M.K.F. 
OTTERSPOOL PROMENADE,LIVERPOOL. FLY-IN. N.K.G. 
PROVISIONAL 
DONATES MAJOR FESTIVAL 

********************************************************************************* 



An Alphabetical Guide to Kites & Kite Flying 
A - Alpha star, Ace, Alloy tube, Aerobatic kites & Accessories. 

B - Bat, Barndoor, Bonanza, Buzzard, an abundance of Box kites, Books, 
Boomerangs & Badges. 

C - Cody Compound, Cody war kite, Conyne, Comet, Colarado roller, 
Cruiser roller, California dragon, Captain nemos & Centipedes. 

D - Diamonds, Deltas & Dragons by the Dozen, Diamond roller, Douglas m2, 
Deep sky reels & D rings. 

E - Eddy bow, Eagle, Eyelets & Eyelet pliers. 
F - Flexifoil, French signal, Flare, Flutter, Facet, Four dekker, Fokker 

triplane, F3F-2, Fibreglass & Flying discs. 

G - Griffon stunt er, Gunther kites - a new range at The Kite Store! 

H - Heart, Happy wings box, Hexagon, Hot air balloon & Handles. 

I - Indian spools & Insects from China. 

J - Jib rigged box, large & small. 

K - Kite a maran, Kiskeedee, Kitelines, K.o.n. 
Kite Store Ltd., 69 neal St., London. WC2H 9PJ. Tel 01-8361666. 

L - Lamson, Larus star, Levitor & square Levitor. 

M - Malay, Multiflare, Mini box, Mini dragon, Mylar & Magazines. 

N - Neon star, Nylon line. 

0 - Octar the invincible Oqtopus, Open keel delta, Octagon & 0 rings. 

P - Peter Powell stunt er, Polycell, Phoenix variant, Parafoil, Photon, Prof 
waldof boxes, Patterned deltas & Paper kites. 

Q - Quite the best selection of kites available at The Kite Store! 

R - Ripstop nylon, Ramfoil, Reams of Rollers, Ramin dowel & Reels. 

S - Strata box, Seagull, Sode, Suruga, Scirroco roller, Shooting Star, Sky 
pup, Spectra dragon, Sopwith camel & trainer, Spirit of St. Louis, Silk 
kites & Swivels. 
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Send S.a.e. for our latest price list. 
T - Tiger box, Thai jewel, Triplane roller, Tim bird & Tails. 

U - Ufo hot air balloon. 

V - Vampyre & some Very large kites! 

W - Windspeed meter, Wright flyer, Wycombe delta & Windsocks. 

X - heXagon, heXagon boX & heXagon diamond. 

Y - Yakko, Yacht delta, YoYo bobbin. 

Z - Zether ferrari ramfoil. 
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