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It is a great advantaoce for vertical work,esmecially to be able to
just push a hutton on the around for exposure after exposure with no
need to land the camera in between. For oblicue work it is not nmuch
of an advantage as the camera must bhe lowered periodically anyway
for adjusting the aiming.One is inclined to not land such a camera
but to leave it up and hope for the best. Incorrect aiming or
exposure will then waste many more exposures than the one-shot
approach.

Over the years I have built a variety of mechanical and electrical
shutter release servos operated by the original single channel

radio but these are all terribly clumsy corpared to direct electrial
firinag from the radio control relay. One of these systems employed

a mousetrap to push a cable release, the trap tripped by the rubber
band escapement of the radio control system. It worked very well for
several years and was cheap and light.

There is no doubt that the kite photography is a relatively easy
reality and good results can regularly and safely be achieved by

kite flying gadgeteers such as myself. I do not claim to have the
final soloution and I certainly admit to being lucky in not (yet)
having had an accident that wrote off an expensive camera. The
critical skills lie in kite flying: the ability to judge the weather
and to prudently fly only in good conditions with carefully considered
equipment.

There are many avenues for development, one of the most interesting
would be a return to "Le Trolley Photographicue" as illustrated in
Count Geoffrov de Reauffort's article, "Pictures from the Sky" in
Vol.1l,no 3 of Furopean Kiteflier. The much publicised Dunford
flying machine system also has its applications though I dont
regard it as being as well controlled or versatile as my system.
Probably the camera stabilization is excellent and I believe it is
the only system that is actually marketed.

There is,as Count de Beauffort says, a great deal of self satisfaction
to be gained from developing your own system. I personally feel

that the modern kites such as the Jalbert parafoil ,motor driven
cameras and radio controls are tools to be used to achieve a credit=-
able result. Havina embarked upon kite photography, the results

are important and systems should be judged and satisfaction derived
from the results. Happily it is an area with much scope for
individual skill and innovation and the finest ecquipment available
today is not unaffordable by the averaae adult kiteflier. There are
still plenty of thrills and satisfaction for anyone daring enough

to fly a system that achieves pictures from the sky.

R. ANDERSON
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The foliowing piece appeared in the Daily Mail in July.

Tampering with the yachting tradition at Cowes the Japanese Admirals Cup team
are affronting traditionalists by flying seven—foot black blue and pink fish
shaped kites from their boats Togo Formidable and Flirt of Pagent ......

Heard on the news. Childs kite caught in overhead power cables. This resulted
in around 2000 people having their power cut off for two hours whilst the
offending ob ject was removed. Where? Yorkshire!

You may have seen the advert on CH4 for a record collection which features 5
Trlby kites; a man and a girl on a bike. The advert is immaculately filmed

the kites are stunning as they zoom arocund the girl but the most amazing thing
is the man who is supposed tc be flying has only one control handle; the line
looks toc be about 20kg and the pull appears equal to that of a Kiskadee.

We must recruit him and find out how he does it.

New Kites from Dan Delta. 80inch Delta £13.50; a perforated hexagon £15.735;
? - 10 foot deltas £38 — 40 and from Bev Leigh Small squares £8.235.
Prices are quoted by Malvern Kites and all kites are available from them.

For those people who are intersted in continuing with mini hot air balloons
the following will be of interest.

Charles Saffery along with his colleague Nigel Hine Ponsford have had a book
published called Mini Ballooning. Published by Line One Publications and
costing £3.95 the book contains an interesting history; details of how to make
vour own balloon together with chapters on further developement etc (Including
Airships;The Law and Memorable flights).Appendices contains useful addresses
of makers and the register of mini balloons in this country.

Anyone interested in a copy can get signed copies from Malvern Kites (whilst
stock lasts).

The Kite Society hits the big time. In a recent TV programme Freetime there
was a short spot on kiteflying with Paul Chapman and his sons flying kites.
At the end of the spot our address was given and as a result we had 257

enquiries about kites. Good for kitesj;the Post Office but not our Bank A/C.

Patrick ODriscoll as well as making his Solent and Shooter reels has now with
his daughter in law Barbara created Sclent Kites.They are hoping to
specialise in applique kites.

Spotted on our travels a rather nice free hanging stained glass kite.It was

a traditional Malay type kite about 92 inches high including the short tail.
Also spotted a three dimensional satin mobile of kites and clouds but for the
ultimate in one upmanship a signed original sculpture in marble and bronze of
a boy flying a kite. Yours for only £80.00.

We have been told that the new Flexifoil Windbag is selling like hotcakes.
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The following article about the Huckisberrys Eite Festival at Parliament Hill
appeared in Marketing Weekly July ist 1955,

Some of you may have seen media reports on the worlds largest kite which made
several flights over Parliament Hill Fields last weekend.

It is 550 sguare metres and takes 50 people to launch it said the enthus
iastic Dutchman responsible for the vast tumescent duvet cover—cum—vacuum
cleaner bag swelliing mischeviously st the bottom of the hill.

What you may not have heard about is the worlds smallest kite which also made
a discreet appearance at the event; the Huckleberry Kite Festival. "I am
fairly sure it is the worlds smallest” said John Clarke owner and maker of the
half-square—centimetre miniature.

Clarke flew several of his tiny kites at the event but as few of them were
larger than a matchbox they failed to attract much attention. Indeed Clarke
flew one — made from a five centimetr honesty leaf — in front of a selfabsorbed
gentlemans nose for a full minute before his eyes focused on the miniscule
manoeuverings of the insect-like object before him.

Admittedly the antics of the S0 people tackling the Dutch monster below were
more enthralling — it being apparent that at any moment several of them were
likely to be lifted into the air to the strains of the Chariots of Fire music
blaring over the PA. It seemed little consolation to the strident and nearly
flying Dutchman that the worlds largest kite was secured to a WWII jeep with a
ton of bricks in it. "Everybody let go of the kite now!” he screamed while a
lady from Communicatiocns Strategy the PR organising the show chirped her own
lament — "Oh my god Charles.There is a dog loose on the field!”

Charles saved the errant pooch from God knows what Dutch kite horrors and it
was later filmed salivating merrily and chained to a wheelchair by some des-—
perate media crew.

Meanwhile in anocther part of the field a man said to be a renowned Buddist
kite flver from Singapore was attempting to launch a giant centipede or the
rough equilavent in kite—flying circles.
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David Webster has sent us the following news about the Wessex Kite Group.
I have been appointed General Secretary of the Wessex Kite Group due to the
fact that Patrick has resigned.Our members come from a wide area of Wessex.

We hope to have a monthly fly—-in starting from October. (See the events list
for dates of fly-ins and Davids address.

managed to hold the beer

Our financial year starts on August 1st and the subs are now £5.00 (£2.00 for
under 146s). This covers the newsletterj;details of kite meetings;discount at
Greens and our insurance scheme.Recent meetings have included old favourites
like our Lyme Park event as well as a new venture at Otterspool.This was our
beer lifting contest sponsored by Higsons Brewery.We had a hot morning in the
marquee making 100+ sled kites for the kiddies to rush about with outside-
there was not much wind! As the tide turned though the wind picked up and we
managed to hold the beer lifting.Results were 1) Dave Green (7 gallons
Stratoscoop 6);2) Midland Kitefliers (1.75 gallons Stratoscoop 3)3;3) Bob Ayton
{1.25 gallons Cody).

Prizes were distributed and some consumed on the spot! We hope to repeat the
event next year; all competitors welcome so start saving up for your large
Stratoscoop now!

For the best range of Kites & Balloons

. visit us at 613 Garratt Lane, Wandsworth, SW18 anytime
between 09.00 and 6.00 Monday to Saturday.
See our range of Vertical Visuals craftsman kites plus a wide
vanety of other makes and types, plus a selection of plain and

printed balloons for all occasions.

wiedy. .
@
Ifkjg)ccygﬁQ

613 Garratt Lane, Wandsworth, London SW18 4SU.
Telephone: 01-946 5962
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No one has yet produced a reel that will haul down a hard pulling kite. This
is solely due to the purchase or leverage you have on the handles; for exasple
a &6.5inch reel has only a purchase of 2.753inch; a %inch reel only 3.735inch of
purchase. To wind in & hard pulling kite you would require a purchase of at
least 10inch. This would make launching a kite very awkward with 20inch
spinning arocund.

There is a simple method of retrieving that large or hard pulling kite. Make
an easy to assemble block and tackle with a ratioc of four to one. You reguire
eight ply discs .375 by 3.5inchijfour .375 by 1.25inchieight large washers;two
iron bars &6 by .375 by linch and two .3125inch bolts.

Glue and pin two 3.5inch and 1.25inch discs together making a deep throated
pulley.Give these at least three coats of polyurethane this makes the surfaces
hard.You must have a very deep throat to the pulley as you have nc line
guard. The &inch bar at each end drill .3125 hole. Having assembled vour
pulleys with the washers in place be sure to burr over the end of the bolts to
stop the nuts working off.

You now require two 24+inch iron stakesidrive into the ground up to 18inches
about 10foot apart at opposite angles of 30 to 45 degrees and two lengths of
5001b braided nylon using the second .3125inch hole secure tight but hanging
loose your two sets of pulleys.Thread on the line as shown.Holding the reel in
both hands walk backwards to up to S0foot.Then winding the line on walk to the
pulleys and repeat.f very simple and very easy way to retrieve a kite which
loves to fly hard.
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We have recently received the following items from Singapore

The third Singapore International Kite Festival will be held on 21-22 Jan 84.
The festival will comprise a kite competition for local residents and an
entertainment programme whereby international kite fliers from some 135
countries would be invited to demonstrate and display their unique kites.

The Singapore International Kite Festival is becoming an increasingly popular
event. It attracts a large number of kite fliers from both western and eastern
cultures. Among the most popular ethnic kites are the wau bulan (moon kites)
and 100 metres long centipedes and dragons.

The following was sent to us by Shakib Gunn of the Singapore Kite Association.
When Tan Siak Yam died on August 21 1983 Singapore lost its oldest kite craft-

sman and keenest flier. He never stopped building kites and flew them four
times a week.

He was 68 years old when he went. His fingers were cramped by arthritis his
hands calloused from whitling away at bamboo his sight was failing so he said.
At 1000 metres;guite an illegal height; he would stop looking up and let out
more line.He was a real high flier.

No kite field was complete without him.You saw him in baggy shorts a batik
shirt and a floppy straw hat shading his scrawny sunburnt face. Somewhere
slowly padding behind was his kite companion a lady of 55 years appointed by
his children to look after him. He was frequently admitted to hospital but he
kept on.

The loyal companions job was to launch and recover the kites and to serve rice
under the tree. A person of considerable character and few words she always
wore a baseball cap and chomped on a small black cheroot.

At the funeral wake she said she would never want to fly again.The next day

many of Siak Yams kites were burnt together with a paper house and paper money
to accompany him.

By glancing at your kite Siak Yam would tell you if it was going to fly. If he
decreed it would not fly and it did he would stubbornly ignore it or say That
is not flying. When it came to his own they all flew perfectlyjairbound; as

he said; A kite that cannot be airbound is not a kite!. Sometimes we were
critical when his unusual fan and umbrella kites wobbled. He assured us they
were only prototypes. Any of Tan Siak Yams kites that did not perform well
were classified as prototypes. We loved him for this.

If you came to the field with a new kite Siak Yam would point a challenging

finger;I can build that!. Within a day or so without plans or photographs he
would have a bamboo and paper replica flying.He did this with catamarans;bi-
planes;tetras;rollers;ren dakojanything.he was truly versatile and had skill.
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His specialities were ornate birdsjbutterflies;fruit and fish and Malay wau
bulan. He claimed it tock him only two hours to make a kite. Sometimes after
studying the detailing we believed him.But they all flew. There has surely
never been anywhere a man who made and flew so many kites.

He told me that during the Japanese occupation he stumbled upon a Nissen hut
crammed with metal canisters.He stole two and showed me the contents 39 years
later; they were Gibson Girls in perfect condition! He talked about Chinajof
great kites and great windsj;of his house there he would never see.

One month before his death we happened to be talk about immortality. Siak Yam
said; when you are dead you are dead finished; I cannot believe that; every
time I loock up at a kite or feel the wind rustling the leaves of our tree I
sense his spirit is close.

We received the followng from Steve Gooding Secretary of the B.K.A.

As a result of last Thursday AGM of the B.K.A. I have been asked to write to
you in my official capacity as a number of proposals were put forward which
directly involve the Kite Society.

As you have probably noticed the Association is currently suffering an acute
attack of apathy and thisj;coupled with the fact that the present committee

feel that they have now served long enough and are beginning to go stale; has
lead to the conclusion that radical changes are needed in the make up of B.K.A.

Attendance at the AGM was;as usual; poor and thus no nominations were forth-
coming for the committee. Because of this it was felt that the BKA should
switch to a low—key operation with the following proposals being made.

1} Since the Association still has a healthy bank balance; and alsc enjoys a
fairly good reputation; it should not be completely wound up. Howeverj;its
activities will be limited to the June festival and the monthly fly-ins; which
require minimal organisation. The Easter festival will be discontinued unless
as was once discussed the Kite Society wish to take it overj;in which case the
B.K.A. will give every possible assistance.

2) To maintain a meaningful membership list the membership fee of £1.00 will
be retained but will be refunded in full as a voucher. If you are agreeable it
is proposed that this be accepted in part payment for a K.5. subscription the
voucher being redeemed in full by the B.K.A.

This will maintain the BKA membership and possible increase Kite Society subs
at no extra cost to either body.In order to handle the administration of this
I have been retained as nominal secretary and to conform with the constitution
all other committee members are re—elected but with reduced reponsibilities.
2} The liason with Greenwich Council will be retained but at a reduced level.
fgain if you are agreeable it is proposed to publish any notices e.g. AGM
notification in K.OUN.

CUR ANSWER: We are guite willing to take over the Easter Festival organisation
tor next year.We will accept the voucher in part payment for a Kite Society
cubscription and any notices reguired can be published in th magazine.



" 9TH OCTOBER  BLACKHEATH FLY-IN.BLACKHEATH.LONDON.FLY-IN. B.K.A.

16TH OCTOBER  HARROGATE. FLY-IN. N.K.G.

16TH OCTOBER  ERNULF SCHOOL.ST.NEOTS.CAMBS. FLY-IN. G.0.K.F.

30TH OCTOBER  LORDSHILL SPORTS CENTRE.SOUTHAMPTON. FLY-IN. W.K.G.

13TH NOVEMBER BLACKHEATH FLY-IN.BLACKHEATH.LONDON. FLY-IN. B.K.A.

20TH NOVEMBER OTTERSFOOL PROMENADE.LIVERPOOL. FLY-IN. N.K.G.

27TH NOVEMBER LORDSHILL SPORTS CENTRE.SOUTHAMPTON. FLY-IN. W.K.G.

11TH DECEMBER BLACKHEATH FLY-IN.BLACKHEATH.LONDON. FLY-IN. B.K.A.

18TH DECEMBER LORDSHILL SPORTS CENTRE.SOUTHAMPTON. FLY-IN. W.K.G.

8TH JANUARY  BLACKHEATH FLY-IN. BLACKHEATH.LONDON. FLY-IN. B.K.A.

2157 JANUARY  SINGAPDRE INTERNATIONAL KITE FESTIVAL. FESTIVAL. S.K.A. ¥XxX
22ZND JANUARY  SINGAPORE INTERNATIONAL KITE FESTIVAL. FESTIVAL. S.K.A. $3%
29TH JANUARY  LORDSHILL SPORTS CENTRE.SOUTHAMPTON. FLY-IN. W.K.6.

1ZTH FEBRUARY BLACKHEATH FLY-IN. BLACKHEATH.LONDON. FLY-IN. B.K.A.

26TH FEBRUARY LORDSHILL SPORTS CENTRE.SOUTHAMPTON. FLY-IN. W.K.G.

11TH MARCH BLACKHEATH FLY-IN. BLACKHEATH.LONDON. FLY-IN. B.K.A

25TH MARCH LORDSHILL SPORTS CENTRE.SOUTHAMPTON. FLY-IN. W.K.G.

8TH APRIL BLACKHEATH FLY-IN.BLCKHEATH.LONDON. FLY-IN. B.K.A.

22ND APRIL EASTER EXTRAVAGANZA.BLACKHEATH.LONDON. K.S. XX

23RD AFRIL EASTER EXTRAVAGANZA.BLACKHEATH.LONDON. K.S5. %X

&6TH MAY OLD WARDEN.BEDFORDSHIRE.FESTIVAL. B.K.F.A. 3%X

13TH MAY BLACKHEATH FLY-IN.BLACKHEATH.LONDON. FLY-IN. B.K.A.

1STH JUNE SCHEVENINGEN INTERNATIONAL KITE FESTIVAL.HOLLAND. FESTIVAL. ¥%%
16TH JUNE SCHEVENINGEN INTERNATIONAL KITE FESTIVAL.HOLLAND. FESTIVAL. ¥:%
17TH JUNE SCHEVENINGEN INTERNATIONAL KITE FESTIVAL.HOLLAND. FESTIVAL. ¥5%
24TH JUNE BLACKHEATH SUMMER FESTVAL.LONDON. FESTIVAL. B.K.A. X1%

7TH OCTOBER  OLD WARDEN

XX DONATES MAJOR FESTIVAL.

B.K.A. BLACKHEATH KITE ASSOCIATION.29 WELLINGTON STREET.LONDON.SE18.

W.K.G. WESSEX KITE GROUF.16 BRACKLEY WAY.HAMMONDS GREEN. TOTTON.HANTS.

N.K.G. NORTHERN KITE GROUP.S50 FARK LANE.CONGLETON.CHESHIRE.CW12 3DD.

B.K.F.A. BRITISH KITE FLIERS ASSOCIATION.WOLSEY ROAD.HEMEL HEMPSTEAD.HERTS.
S.K.A. SINGAFORE KITE ASSOCIATON.HAGLEY AND HOYLE PRIVATE LTD.L.K.N.BUILDING.
135 CECIL STREET.SINGAPORE 01046.REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE.

k.S. THE KITE SOCIETY.31 GRANGE ROAD. ILFORD.ESSEX.I1G1 1EU.

G.0.K.F. GREAT OUSE KITE FLIERS.7 SAXON CLOSE GODMANCHESTER.HUNTINGDON.CAMBS.

RIPSTOP NYLON....... SILVER/WHITE AS IN LAST ADVERT £1.350 SQ YD WHEN 36 INCHES
WIDE. REDUCING IN PRICE AFTER 28 TO 26 INCHES AT £1.20 5@ YD IN 2 INCH AND 10p
JUMPS UNTIL 10 BY 8 INCHES WIDE AT 30p 5@ YD.

WHITE BONDED TO TRANSPARENT MELINEX 36 INCHES WIDE ONLY £1.00 SQ@ YD.

DARK GREEN AND DARK BROWN NEW BOTH 36 INCHES WIDE 95p S@ YD.

USED RED (POROUS) ALMOST ANY SIZE SAY WHAT YOU WANT S0p SQ YD.

USED RED (NON POROUS) ANY SIZE SAY WHAT YOU WANT &65p SQ YD.

USED BLACK (NON POROUS) ANY SIZE SAY WHAT YOU WANT SOp S@ YD.

HIGH DENSITY POLYTHENE. (20 MICRONS IS VERY LIGHT 60 IS QUITE HEAVY).

YELLOW 20 MICRONS 36 INCH LAY FLAT TUBE AT 25p S@ YD.

BLACK 20 MICRONS 28 INCH LAY FLAT TUBE AT 25p S@ YD.

WHITE 20 MICRONS 52 INCH LAY FLAT TUBE AT 25p 5@ YD.

GREEN 20 MICRONS 20 INCH NOT TUBE AT 25p S& YD.

YELLOW 40 MICRONS 17 INCH LAY FLAT TUBE AT 35p SR YD.

RED 60 MICRONS 34 INCH LAY FLAT TUBE AT 45p S@ YD.

10W DENSITY POLYTHENE (RATHER TRANSLUCENT ALL ABOUT 30 MICRONS) RED OR BLUE 96
INCH WIDE.ORANGE 446 INCH WIDE. WHITE 24 INCH WIDE ALL AT 25p S& YD.

BALLOONS GALORE.SEND SAE TO SAFFERY MODEL BALLOONS 1 LANSDOWN TERRACE LANSDOWN
ROAD BATH BA1 SEF TEL (0225) 311145.
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An Alphabetical Guide to Kites & Kite Flying
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Alpha star, Ace, Alloy tube, Aerobatic kites & Accessories.

Bat, Barndoor, Bonanza, Buzzard, an abundance of Box kites, Books,
Boomerangs & Badges.

Cody Compound, Cody war kite, Conyne, Comet, Colarado roller,
Cruiser roller, California dragon, Captain nemos & Centipedes.

Diamonds, Deltas & Dragons by the Dozen, Diamond roller, Douglas m2,
Deep sky reels & D rings.

Eddy bow, Eagle, Eyelets & Eyelet pliers.

Flexifoil, French signal, Flare, Flutter, Facet, Four dekker, Fokker
triplane, F3F-2, Fibreglass & Flying discs.

Griffon stunter, Gunther kites - a new range at The Kite Store!
Heart, Happy wings box, Hexagon, Hot air balloon & Handles.
Indian spools & Insects from China.

Jib rigged box, large & small.

Kite a maran, Kiskeedee, Kitelines, K.o.n.
Kite Store Ltd., 69 neal St., London. WC2H 9PJ. Tel 01-836 1666.

[Lamson, Larus star, Levitor & square Levitor.

Malay, Multiflare, Mini box, Mini dragon, Mylar & Magazines.
Neon star, Nylon line.

Octar the invincible Octopus, Open keel delta, Octagon & O rings.

Peter Powell stunter, Polycell, Phoenix variant, Parafoil, Photon, Prof
waldof boxes, Patterned deltas & Paper kites.

Quite the best selection of kites available at The Kite Store!
Ripstop nylon, Ramfoil, Reams of Rollers, Ramin dowel & Reels.

Strato box, Seagull, Sode, Suruga, Scirroco roller, Shooting Star, Sky
pup, Spectra dragon, Sopwith camel & trainer, Spirit of St. Louis, Silk
kites & Swivels.

Send S.a.e. for our latest price list.

Tiger box, Thai jewel, Triplane roller, Tim bird & Tails.

Ufo hot air balloon.

Vampyre & some Very large kites!

Windspeed meter, Wright flyer, Wycombe delta & Windsocks.
heXagon, heXagon boX & heXagon diamond.

Yakko, Yacht delta, YoYo bobbin.

Zether ferrari ramfoil.
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