
























VICTORIAN SUNDAY 
================ 

October 23rd was the day proposed by the 
Observer magazine for a Victorian Sunday 
to run in conjunction with and promote 
the Albert exh ibition being held at the 
Royal College of Art. The Victorian 
Sunday took place in Hyde Park and a long 
with Vi ctorian stea m organs , D1 cyc les , 
boats and hot a ir b a lloons someone had 
the great idea that Victorian kites would 
add to the scene. 

This was how on a beautiful Autumn day 
several Kite Society members felt 
extremel y foolish well ha ve you e ve r 
had a whole c oac h load of tour ist s t op to 
take your p i cture? Why can be seen from 
the pictur es ; not on ly Victorian kites 
but Victorian costume as well, and if you 
think f 1 yi ng i n a bustle is easy you 
should try it. No wonder Victorian ladies 
were so gent eel - they couldn't move with 
the weight. 

Many members had speciall y constructed 
'·./i ctorian style kites for- the day - but 
although blessed with mar-vellous weather 
there was no wind. So we had to be 
content with posing with our ki tes. After 
t he first 2 - 300 photographs the novelty 
did s tart t o wear off. No wonder Royalty 
complain. 

Despite t he lac k of wind it was a day 
tho•roughl y enjoyed oy all the members 
and our appearance there lead to us being 
invited by Rochester City to take part in 
their Dickens f est ival (see e vents for 
more details} thus giving members 
another chance to dress up and act t he 
fool. 

One last word must go to Tony Cartwright 
who - thanks to some marvellous acti ng 

enticed a camera crew to film him 
trying to fly a kit e . Thi s stupendous 
sequence was duely shown that even ing on 
B. B. C. TV. Fame at last for Tony. 
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A RECAP OF THE HORNBEAM MARK I ALLIFLEX KITE 

by Beauforce String fellow and Fl ine Kermud- J inn 

HORNBEAl\1 MARK I continues to enjoy world­
wide popularity because of its excellent flying 
characteristics and the ease with which it can 
be laid out, made, and flown by children or 
adults who have h'ad little experience with the 
kiteflying sport or hobby. A noteworthy part 
of the charm of "THE HORNBEAM ," as its host 
of friends like to call it, is its adaptability to 
beirig fabricated in a large range of sizes from 
readily found materials in the home, at school, 
at kite club seminars, and in the science mus­
eums of the world. 

NOTES: 

The drawing is dimensioned in ar­
bitrary modules. Choose your own 
value for a module and multiply it by 
the numbers shown. Example: If you 
chose 1011 for your module, the kite 
would be 40 11 high and 50 11 wide. 

Make your longerons of any I ight 
weight, moderately flexible material. 
Small kites will fly well if a stapled 
or taped crease is made in the cov­
ering material at each longeron lo­
cation. Allow extra material for the 
self-creases or pleats. 

Make a two-branched V-bridle of 
stretch resistant braided line. Each 
branch should be about three mod ­
ules in length. If your kite leans in 
flight, shorten the low-side branch. 

be appropriate here to mention briefly a few 
items of interest that have emerged during· 
the course of seven years of flying Hornbeam: 

The planform should not be altered. 
Any flexible, lig·htweight covering seems to 

work well; but beginners who paste up paper. 
garbage bags, or Tyvek l"~ often have better 
flight performance than experienced makers 
who sew together esoteric materials (here, it 
seems that the experts are hoist by their own 
sewing machines that turn out unsymmetrical 
coverings). Another fault of sewn Alliflexes 
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Bridle points can be loops of line 

-or grommets-fixed to reinforced 
or hemmed covering at the corners. 
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HORNBEAM MARK 

A rea = A = 0. 8 3 x H 2 
As flown by Piney Mountain Air Force S 2 

Aspect ratio = A = 1. 88 

It is estimated that one-half million Horn­
beams have been enjoyed by kitefliers since 
it was designed in the spring of 1976 (see DL 
No. 2). 

For whatever reason, the occasional ersatz 
"Hornbeam" may be seen flying (often not too 
well) at a kite festival; and its maker often 
appears to believe he has the genuine article. 

Therefore, we believe it is time to recap; 
time to encourage maintaining the purity of 
the Horn beam planform. 

Recapitulation bears with it the temptation 
to expand on the design theme, but it may 

is leading edges that are too tight. Do NOT 
take darts in the leading edges to create an 
airfoil shape of compound curvature. 

Longerons may be sprung, sleeved , glued, 
taped, or pocketed on either the fron t or the 
back of the covering--'-canopy-material. 

* 
Kite clubs are hereby given permission to 

reproduce this page- in its entirety only-in 
their non - profit newsletters. The only other 
string attached to this offer is the t enuous 
hope that three courtesy copies of each user= 
issue are sent to Piney Mountain Air Force. 
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HERE AND THERE 
============== 

Sad news from America. Steve Edeiken 
C30), president of the Rainbow Kite 
Company, fell to his death whilst the 
Edmonds Comunity College kite team were 
attempting to fly the world's largest 
kite a parafoil 115' by 124'. 
Apparantly he became entangled in the 
bridle lines as the kite lifted from the 
ground. <Many British newspapers carried 
pictures of the event the day after it 
happened <24th September)). To reclaim 
the record the kite had to reach an 
altitude equivalent to the width of the 
kite and hold it for two minutes which it 
apparently did despite the tragedy. 

===========================--===--======== 

We received the following press release 
from Opportunities for the Disabled: 
Shell Kite Flying Prize. The skills, 
energy and enthusiasm of the disabled in 
Kite Flying, have been marked by the 
award of an Annual Prize to a group or 
individual showing Particular enterprise 
in designing and developing kites and 
equipment. 

The first award, sponsored by Shell UK 
Ltd is to the Drummond Kite Group of the 
Drummond Sp~stic Centre, in Essex. 

The award, a Stratoscoop 3.5 was 
presented by Alasdair Carnegie on behalf 
of Opportunities for the Disabled and 
Shell UK Ltd at Old Warden Airfield, near 
Biggleswade on Sunday 2nd October. 

The judges for the prize, John Bruce 
Shell UK Ltd, and Alasdair Carnegie of 
Opportunities for the Disabled, decided 
that the Stratoscoop should go to the 
Drummonds Centre, because this group 
design, make and fly kites with a level 
of enthusiasm which has to be witnessed 
to be believed. Whether in the South East · 
of England, The North or even Scotland, 
the Drummond Kite Group will be found at 
every major kite festival. Almost 
certainly, they will be flying the 
biggest and often the best kite in the 
air. 

The success of this group is a tribute to 
the hard work and devotion applied by 
Nick Carter who has looked after this 
aspect of the Centre's activities since 
its inception in January 1981. 

. PAGE 15 

As one member put it - "this i s real I y 
str atopher i c" • 

=============--========= 

We have had two notes concerning Patrick 
O'Dricolls pully system which appeared in 
the last issue of KON. 

The first was fro. ~k Cottrell who says 
NSomething amiss with your pulley 

diagram. The only four:one set up you 
acheive acts to pull the stakes out of 
the ground!! Reel:kite velocity ratio= 
1:1 Cie no easier). As it stands an 
extreme! y DANGEROUS set up". 

The second was from Theodor Schmidt who 
says - "The figure on page 16 of issue 17 
is of course nonsense and won't reduce 
pull one bit. A block and tackle works by 
the actual blocks moving. The only simple 
way to haul down strong kites is to walk 
them down using gloves and/or a snatch 
block. This requires free space to 
leeward". 

News of the Derby Midsummer Kite 
Festival. Derby City Leisure Services, in 
association with the Midlands Kite 
Fliers, are organising a MIDSUMMER KITE 
FESTIVAL .on Sunday June 24th 1984. This 
will be a major event on the kiting 
calendar and it will take place on Derby 
Racecourse a superb flat and 
unobstructed site of 83 acres close to 
the city centre. 

The Kite Festival will be the c u lmination 
of a whole range of events such as 
workshops, lectures and holiday 
activities organised through Derby's 
Museums, schools and co.munity centres. 
An exhibition on the history and 
application of kites will be held at 
Derby Industrial Museum for four weeks 
from Saturday, June 9th. 

The festival, for which admission will be 
free, will feature demonstrations of .any 
types of kites, trade stands selling 
kites and accessories, competitions, 
boomerang demonstrations, refreshments 
and many other attractions. 

Further details will be issued nearer to 



HERE AND THERE 
============== 

the festival but in the meantime please 
enter the date in your diary or calendar. 
For more information please contact: 
Denny Plowman, Derby Museums and Art 
Gallery, The Strand, Derby DEl lBS, Tel: 
Derby 31111 ext 781. 

======================================== 

An International l<ite Conference is being 
held at Weifang, China from the 1st to 
the 3rd April 1984. The organisers want 
people to arrive on the 29th March at 
either Peking or Shanghai where they will 
be taken to Weifang by train. On the next 
day there will be a tour of the city. The 
conference will have an opening ceremony, 
exhibitions, conferences, competitions 
and prizes. After the conference there 
will be a short tour taking you through 
to the lOth April. 

The whole thing is being sponsored by the 
Shangtang Tourist Corporation. All 
expenses will be paid once you have 
arrived at Peking or Shanghai. Contact us 
or Ron Moulton for further details. 

======================================== 

Les Grumbly of the March l<itefliers sent 
us the following bits. 

I am pleased to tell you that the March 
and District l<ite Club has now been 
formed with 20 member s t o date. We are 
affiliated to the Further Education 
<March) so have facilities of a room with 
sewing machines etc. as well as the use 
of their sports field. We shall meet 
alternate Wed. evenings 7pm 9pm 
beginning Oct 12th. I would like to thank 
the G.O.K.F. who played a big part in 
creating interest by coming over and 
flying for me on a lovely afternoon thus 
whipping up the enthusiasm. 

On a regular basis we have decided to a 
"fly-in" on March 4th and every 1st 
Sunday from 2pm 6pm monthly until 
October. 

being 
try to 

Macey 
paying 

will be 

As August Sth is special, 
anniversary, we are going to 
that a special day, Ron 
friends, we hope, will be 
visit and trust the weather 
to us on that day. 

our 
make 

and 
us a 
kind 
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If you are interested in joi n ing the 
March Group then contact Les Grumbly, 94 
Creek Road, March, Cambs PElS 8RD. 

======================================== 

September could be a busy month for 
enthusiastic kitefliers. There is the 
possibility of a festival being held on 
the Isle of Wight. Details have not yet 
been decided upon. There is also Dieppe 
sometime that month. We think it will be 
the third weekend but have still to get 
confirmation from France. <Don't forget 
the Kite Society is organising a trip to 
this one). Lastly Peter Waiter of Malvern 
Kites has almost confirmed his festival 
on the Malvern Hills. We will keep you 
informed progress of these and any others 
that come up. 

======================================== 

Countryside in Brent, Sunday lOth June at 
Barn Hill, Fryent Way, London, lO.OOam 
- 6.00pm. 

The day is designed to public i se the 
countryside and country craft - i ncluding 
kites. There is an e>:posed hi 11 top 
perfect for kiteflying and t he Kite 
Society has been asked to provide 
ki tef li ers to put on a display. Also to 
organise some kite competitions for 
children ba sed on an ecological theme. We 
hve investigated the site- it i s a very 
good site so it would be nice to see our 
members there. 

======================================== 

As mentioned in the Victorian Sunday item 
Rochester City Council are holding the 
7th Dickens Festival and have asked us to 
attend in Victorian costume with 
Victorian Kites on Saturday and Sunday 
2nd and 3rd June. The site we will be 
using is Jacksons Recreation Grounds 
(commonly called Jacksons Fields). We 
used this site last year when the Friends 
of the Earth had their festival. It is a 
nice site overlooking the City of 
Rochester and the River Medway. 

The festival itself 
many activities 
Reading, Punch and 
Dress etc. Plenty to 

is interesting with 
including Dickens' 

Judy shows, Fancy 
amuse all. 





GENERAL INTEREST 
================ 

Spotted in a craft centre in Worcester 
- an attractive clock in stained glass in 
the shape of a kite complete with tail. 
Price unknown. 

======================================== 

A letter which appeared in The Sun 
paper:- Ti t1 e "Stumped at Sport". I have 
tried for years to become a sportsman. I 
once went skin diving and became hooked 
by an angler. At tennis I missed the ball 
and put my knee out for a week. I dived 
into the swimming pool and broke two of 
ay teeth. 

Playing football, I was brought on in the 
last five minutes and twisted my foot. So 
I thought I would take up kiteflying 
because it was less strenuous. I ran 
straight into a tree. 

======================================== 

There is a special offer from Blue Band 
aargarine; a "Superb Diamond Kite". For 
only £3.95 and four Blue Band lids. The 
kite is described as "this beautiful kite 
measuring 2•9• long and 2'7" wide is made 
from Ripstop Nylon <Parachute material) 
for extra strength and glorious flying. 
Comes complete with 200' of flying twine 
and winder~~ Offer closes 29th February 
1984. 

At the saae time Blue Band are running a 
"Spot the Kite" competition - if you can 
guess where the missing kite is in the 
picture you could win £1000. See inside 
the Blue Band aargarine covers for .are 
details. 

Spotted in card shops around the country 
several kite related designs. Firstly a 
rather splendid fold out card (seen in 
W.H.Smiths). The card series is called 
'Second Nature' published by Sunrise 
Publications. Secondly, a card series 
called 'Sickly Grins' by Artus Designs. 
Lastly, a card by 'Celebration Arts•. 

======================================== 

-Whilst on books <which we're not> The 
Enid Blyton diary fo 1984 has kites on 
the cover. Also there is a book called 
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'Pooh and the art of Tao• showing Pooh 
flying a kite on the cover. 

Meanwhile in t he h tchen - perhaps for 
the naan/wotrlan washer upper in your 1 i fe. 
A P.V.C. apron resplendant with a rather 
nice kite design. £2.50 from Boots. 

=========================--============== 

In the house - how ' s this for the spare 
room when that b te maniac comes to stay. 
Dorma produce a complete set of sheet, 
continental quilt cover and pillow case 
(single size only - could this be a good 
reason for twin beds> and curtains in a 
kite design. Prices for set £19.50 
approx, curtans £15.00 upwards. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
We have just had news of a kite 
exhibition to be held at the Cleveland 
Museum from mid-March to mid-April. 
Apparantly the organisers are hoping to 
have kites from Japan and manlifters. 
Further details when available. 

======================================== 

Peter Walter (of ·Malvern Kites> recently 
became a T.V. star. He appeared on 
B.B.C.'s Superstore show first making a 
rubbish bag sled and then attempting to 
fly both the sled and a couple of deltas 
from the roof. <Actually he succeeded 
despite the erratic wind)~ 

============================--=========== 

Bought recently from W.H.Smiths a scrap 
book with a diamond kite on the cover. 
Cost 99p so it won't break the bank. 

======================================== 

Jack Sp i e r s r ece n t l y c ontact ed us to 
bring us up to date with his activities. 
He said that after loosing the majority 
of his kites in a fire he is now 
rebuilding his collection of 'busted 
brolly' kites. He does this by asking all 
the golf clubs in his area to let him 
have the discarded broken ones. 

======================================== 
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i5th JANUARY 
29th JANUARY 
29th JANUARY 
5th FEBRUARY 
12th FEBRUARY 
19t h FEBRUARY 
1 ·=tu, FEBRUARY 
26th FEBRUARY 
4th MARCH 
4th MARCH 
11th MARCH 
i i t h MARCH 
18th M{iRC!-i 
25th MARCH 
29th MARCH 
1st APRIL 
1st APRIL 
1st APRIL 
1st APRIL 
3rd APRIL 
8th APRIL 
10th APRIL 
15th APRIL 
22nd APRIL 
22nd APRIL 
23rd APRIL 
6th MAY 
7th MAY 
12th MAY 
13th MAY 
20th MAY 
2nd JUNE 
3rd JUNE 
3rd JUNE 
3rd JUNE 
10th JUNE 
14th JUNE 
15th JUNE 
16th JUNE 
17th JUNE 
17th JUNE 
18th JUNE 
24t:-. JUNE 
24th JUNE 

24th JUNE 
1st JULY 
1st JULY 
5th AUGtJST 
5th AUGl~~::;T 

2nd SEPTEMBER 
2nd SEPTEMBER 
??? ? SEPTEMBER 
???? SEPTEMBER 
•'J•'"J?? SEPTEMBER 
7th OCTOBER 
14th OCTOBER 

SALFORD. FLY- IN . N. K.G. 
HYLANDS PARK , CHELMSFORD , ESSEX. FLY-IN. E.K.G. 
LORDSHILL SPORTS CENTRE, SOUTHAMPTON. FLY-IN. W.K.G. 
WORKSHOP/MEETING, HOLYHEAD SCHOOL , BIRMINGHAM. WORKSHOP. M.K.F. 
BLACt<HEATH, L8t~f;CN . FLY- I r~ .. B. K. A a: 

THf)R~JDON F'ARK, ~2 3!:: ~ .• f=_f - I N. E.K . G, 
BA ILDON MOOR. FLY- IN. N.K .G. 
LORDSHILL SPORTS CENTRE , SOUTHAMPTON. FLY-I N. W.K.G. 
ESTOVER ROAD PLAYING FIELDS, MARCH, CAMBS. FLY-IN. M.D.K.C. 
FORE MARK RESERVOIR, DERBYSHIRE. FLY- IN. M. K. F . 
SOUTH WEALD PARK, BRENTWOOD, ESSEX. FLY-IN. E.I<.G. 
BLACKHEATH , LONDON. FLY-IN. B. K. A. 
LI V~RPOOL . FLV-IN. N . ~ . G. 

LORDSHILL SPORTS CENTRE, SOUTHAMPTON. FLY-IN. W.K.G. 
ARRIVAL FOR THE WEIFANG KITE CONFERENCE. 
START OF WEIFANG CONFERENCE 
WALSALL ARBORETUM. FLY-IN. M.K.F. 
ESTOVER ROAD PLAYING FIELDS, MARCH, CAMBS. FLY-IN. M.D.K.C. 
THORNDON PARK, ESSEX. FLY-IN. E.K.G. 
END OF CONFERENCE AT WEIFANG. 
BLACKHEATH, LONDON. FLY-IN. B.K.A. 
END OF WEIFANG TRIP. 
HULL. FLY-IN. N.K.G. 
EASTER EXTRAVAGANZA, BLACKHEATH, LONDON. FESTIVAL. K.S. ** 
GREAT BENTLEY, COLCHESTER, ESSEX. FLY-IN. E.K.G. 
EASTER EXTRAVAGANZA, BLACKHEATH, LONDON. FESTIVAL. K.S. ** 
OLD WARDEN AIRFIELD. FESTIVAL. B.K.F.A. ** 
REDBRIDGE YOUTH CENTRE, ESSEX. DEMONSTRATION. K.S. 
ELVASTON CASTLE, DERBY. DEMONSTRATION. M.K.F. 
BLACKHEATH, LONDON. FLY-IN. B.I<.A. 
SALFORD. FLY-IN. N.K.G. 
ROCHESTER DICKENS FESTIVAL. DEMONSTRATION. K.S. 
ROCHESTER DICKENS FESTIVAL. DEMONSTRATION. K.S. 
ESTOVER ROAD PLAYING FIELDS, MARCH, CAMBS. FLY-IN. M.D.K.C. 
WALSALL ARBORETUM. FLY-IN. M.K.F. 
COUNTRYSIDE IN BRENT, LONDON. DEMONSTRATION. K.S. 
K.S. TRIP LEAVES FOR HOLLAND. ** 
SCHEVENINGEN I NTERNATIONAL KITE FESTIVAL. HOLLAND. FESTIVAL. V. 0. U 
SCHEVENINGEN INTERNATIONAL KITE FESTIVAL, HOLLAND . FESTIVAL. V.O. tt 
SCHEVENINGEN INTERNATIONAL KITE FESTIVAL, HOLLAND. FESTIVAL. V.O. tt 
PETWORTH PARK KITE DAY. FESTIVAL. ** 
JEHBY RACECOURSE, :- ERB"'I· • FESTI VAL . M. ~::. F. U 
BLACKHEATH SUMMER FESTI\.'AL, LONDON. FESTIVAL. B. K. A. U 
YORK. FESTIVAL. ** ( p ) 

ESTOVER ROAD FLAYI NG FIELDS, MARCH , CAMBS. FLY-IN. M.D.K.C. 
WALSALL ARBORETUM . FLY-IN. M.K . F. 
BURTON DASSETT COUNTR"l Pr4Ri<. FL·f- IN . M. K.F. 
E'3TCJVER ROAD P;_~ ·iiNG ciEU:::3 . MARCH~ CAMBS. FESTIVAL. M. D. K. C. U 
ES i u 'liEf< KOAD fu:.Y .tt~u r: i t:LDS , 1-itiRCH, CAMBS. FLY-IN. M.D.K.C. 
WALSALL ARBORETUM. FLY-IN. M.I<.F. 
DIEPPE INTERNATIONAL KI TE FESTIVAL. TRIP BEING ORGANISED. ** 
ISLE OF WIGHT FESTIVAL. FESTIVAL. K.S. ** 
MALVERN FESTIVAL. FESTIVAL. M.K. ll 
OLD WARDEN AIF:FIELD. FESTIVAL. B.l<.F.A. U 
BLACI<HEATH, LONDON. FLY- I N. B. K.A. 



An Alphabetical Guide to Kites & Kite Flying 
A Alpha star, Ace, Alloy tube, Aerobatic kites & Accessories. 

B Bat, Barndoor, Bonanza, Buzzard, an abundance of Box kites, Books, 
Boomerangs & Badges. 

C Cody Compound, Cody war kite, Conyne, Comet, Colarado roller, 
Cruiser roller, California dragon, Captain nemos & Centipedes. 

D Diamonds, Deltas & Dragons by the Dozen, Diamond roller, Douglas m2, 
Deep sky reels & D rings. 

E Eddy bow, Eagle, Eyelets & Eyelet pliers. 

F Flexifoil, French signal, Flare, Flutter, Facet, Four dekker, Fokker 
triplane, F3F-2, Fibreglass & Flying discs . 

G Griffon stunter, Gunther kites - a new range at The Kite Store! 

H Heart, Happy wings box, Hexagon, Hot air balloon & Handles. 

I Indian spools & Insects from China. 

J Jib rigged box, large & small. 

K - Kite a maran, Kiskeedee, Kitelines, K.o.n. 
Kite Store Ltd., 69 neal St., London. WC2H 9PJ. Tel 01-8361666. 

L Lamson, Larus star, Levitor & square Levitor. 

M Malay, Multiflare, Mini box, Mini dragon, Mylar & Magazines. 

N Neon star, Nylon line. 

0 Octar the invincible Octopus, Open keel delta, Octagon & 0 rings. 

P Peter Powell stunter, Polycell, Phoenix variant, Parafoil, Photon, Prof 
waldof boxes, Patterned deltas & Paper kites. 

Q - Quite the best selection of kites available at The Kite Store! 

R - Ripstop nylon, Ramfoil, Reams of Rollers, Ramin dowel & Reels. 

S - Strata box, Seagull, Sode, Suruga, Scirroco roller, Shooting Star, Sky 
pup, Spectra dragon, Sopwith camel & trainer, Spirit of St. Louis, Silk 
kites & Swivels. 
Send S.a.e. for our latest price list. 

T - Tiger box, Thai jewel, Triplane roller, Tim bird & Tails. 

U Ufo hot air balloon. 

V - Vampyre & some Very large kites! 

W Windspeed meter, Wright flyer, Wycombe delta & Windsocks. 

X heXagon, heXagon boX & heXagon diamond. 

Y Yakko, Yacht delta, YoYo bobbin. 

Z Zether ferrari ramfoil. 
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