
























































EVENTS LIST FAGE
7th OCTOBER OLD WARDEN AIRFIELD. FESTIVAL. B.K.F.A. XX

14th OCTOBER BLACKHEATH, LONDON. FLY-IN. K.S.

21st OCTOBER RIVER SIDE PARK, ST. NEOTS. FLY-IN. G.0.K.F.

21st OCTOBER THE STRAY, HARROGATE. FLY-IN. N.K.G.

28th OCTOBER LORDSHILL SPORTS CENTRE, SOUTHAMPTON. FLY-IN. W.K.G.

BLACKHEATH, LONDON. FLY-IN. K.S.
WALSALL ARBORETUM. FLY-IN. M.K.F.
BLACKHEATH, LONDON. FLY-IN. K.S.
WALSALL ARBORETUM. FLY-IN. M.K.F.
BLACKHEATH, LONDON. FLY-IN. K.S.
FOREMARK RESERVOIR, DERBYSHIRE. FLY-IN. M.K.F.
BLACKHEATH, LONDON. FLY-IN. K.S.
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10th MARCH BLACKHEATH, LONDON. FLY-IN. K.S.

7th APRIL EASTER EXTRAVAGANZA, BLACKHEATH, LONDON. FESTIVAL. K.S. 1%
8th APRIL EASTER EXTRAVAGANZA, BLACKHEATH, LONDON. FESTIVAL. K.S. %
Sth MAY OLD WARDEN AIR FIELD. FESTIVAL. B.K.F.A. 3%

Znd JUNE SHREWSBURY BOROUGH KITE FESTIVAL. FESTIVAL. 1%

27th JuLy NETLEY FESTIVAL, SOUTHAMPTON. FESTIVAL. W.K.G. XX

28th JULY NETLEY FESTIVAL. FESTIVAL. W.K.G. &%

25th AUBUST BOURNMOUTH FESTIVAL. FESTIVAL. W.K.G. XX

&th OCTOBER OLD WARDEN AIR FIELD. FESTIVAL. B.K.F.A. X%

K.S. THE KITE SOCIETY.

B.K.F.A. BRITISH KITE FLIERS ASSOCIATION.

G.0.K.F. GREAT OUSE KITE FLIERS.

N.K.G6. NORTHERN KITE GROUP.

M.K.F. MIDLAND KITE FLIERS.

W.K.6B. WESSEX KITE GROUP.

FESTIVAL.

WHY NOT GIVE US A TRY?

A selection of well made nylon kites

Ripstop nylon by the metre

Kite line at low prices

Handles and Spools

Davro laminated Boomerangs 10% off to Kite Society members

s.ae. for catalogue

D. J. Ingledev

20 Embsay Roa
Lower Swanwic

D.I.KITES

SOUTHAMPTO!
S03 7D

Locks Heath 302




SOUTHAMFPFTON REFORT

Three of our readers felt compelled to
write to us about the 3rd Wessex Kite
Festival. So we have compiled a pot
pourri of their impressions of the event.

The first reader prefers to remain
anonymous but starts his letter thus:-
Bullied beyond endurance by vyour July
Editorial, I am writing you a letter. No
very big deal, but it is 33 1/2 of your
usual mailbag, if your last quarters
mailbag is typical.

I have read vyour editorial and accept
your congratulations. I have also read
the rest of the July issue, and I think
that it was jolly good. So there! I
suspect that quite a lot of other people
think so too, but they are too
shy/modest/illiterate to write to you, or
to contribute an article. As a newcomer
to kiteflying, I have nothing very
constructive to offer, soc how about
something a bit provocative? Southampton
was a super weekend. The weather was
perfect, especially for people with light
wind kites and lots of suntan cream. A
visit from Peter Powell was a highlight,
and his display of operating a train of
three Peter Powell kites, while hanging
out of the window of a car driven by Pat
0’Driscoll for the first time, will be
long remembered. But why so few trade
stands? Are there no "little men" with a
staff of only one or two producing kites
and accessories ? Why do retailers and
manufacturers not come to this event?
There are people who spend hundreds, even
thousands of pounds on their hobby of
kiteflying, but their suppliers offer
them little encouragement, if this event
is typical ... And the commentary. Clive
Rawlinson is obviously very well informed
on all matters relating to kiteflying and
does a fine job in informing casual
visitors and experts of what is going on.
But does the commentary need to be quite
so continuous and quite so repetitive? We
must have been told twenty times that
Peter Powell has done more than any one
person for kiteflying in this country.
And we heard almost as often about the
achievements of Don Dunford, who never
even turned up! For some people at least,
Peter Powell’s demonstration would have
been even more impressive without some of
the distractions of the commentary ....
All in all, a most enjoyable two days,
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and we look forward to next years event.

That was one reader’s impressions,
another reader, Alan Jones, had a quite
different view .... The various trade
fairs were busy setting up shop and
displaying a large range of kites,
boomerangs and other goods. The wind
below the height of the surrounding trees
and the chapel roof was turbulent and
patchy. Once above that height the wind
was more consistant if somewhat varying
in speed throughout the day. The whole
range of kites soared in the air
— Deltas, Hexagons, Conynes, Codys,
Indian Fighters, Seagulls and Bats, etc.,
..-= Pat O’Driscoll filled in as Master
of ceremonies until Clive Rawlinson
arrived. Clive was soon giving his
customary polished performance informing
the general public of the various types
of kites to be seen in the air .... Pat
0’Driscoll reported that about four
thousand people had passed through the
gates. Those kiters who were staying or
site gathered round to gossip over &
glass or two of their favourite beverage.
For some there was the experience of
those modern high fliers, satellites
moving across the sky at a smart rate.
Not quite as spectacular as Ron from the
Croydon Kite Group flying his fighter
from the small campsite despite it havinc
trees on two sides, low buildings on the
third side and two sentinel trees
guarding the fourth .... Peter Powell
arrived after lunch. Due to the drop ir
wind, he demonstrated three of his kites
by, once again, using a car to give the
necessary pull. An impressive display
with the tails (red, white and blue)
describing graceful arcs through the sky.
Other demonstrations included the hobby
which mixes nicely with kites — boomeranc
throwing. If there is not enough wind tc
fly a kite, Throw a boomerang. Johr
Jordan of the British Boomerang Societ)
was busy introducing people to the thrill
of having a boomerang come back .... f
very enjoyable weekend - many thanks tc
the members of the Wessex Kite Group anc
the staff of the Royal Victoria Country
Park but in particular Pat O0’Driscoll.

So the final words go to Pat .... Our
Third annual festival was again well
attended with kitefliers from all over
the country attending including Franl




SOUTHAMFTON REFORT

McShane, with Dave G6Green’s Man lifting
Stratoscoop. Unfortunately it barely took
off, due to light winds, the crowds did
at least see the size of it. David
Clements’s dragon kite, despite much
running by David, stayed firmly on the
ground. However his airbourne Division,
was well to the fore front, with the
occasional free +#all, all the  way
down,poor teddies.

Peter Powell did a lot of running
backwards though until, with the aid of a
mad driver at the wheel of his car,
excited the crowds with his usual mad
daredevil display The driver not to be
outshone put the wind up spectators on
the corners by skiding round too close to
the ropes.

The camp was well attended with about 16
units including two kiters from Holland.
From their van they produced a
spectacular display of kites. The one I
remember most was their supper Cody War
Kite with their own mod’s on it, it flies
even better than the original. Another
camper was Ron Gunter from Swindon, with
20 other kiteflyers in the Swindon area
Ron is talking of forming a group ,but
they were disappointed in not being able
to call themselves the Wessex Kite Group,
as Swindon is in West Wessex, and Ron is
a direct desendant of a early ruler of
Wessex. With a claim to the name like
that, how could we in the east do other
than to suggest, with our blessing, that
they call the new group "The West Wessex
Kite Group".

Last, but by no means least, The Kiter of
the Year Trophey, presented to the group
by Edward Ladd. Through K.0O.N. 500 entry
forms were sent out, of these, yes only
three were returned, we did not open
them. Edward, David, and myself, got
together. We decided that for the first
year it should go tc a couple who’s
untiring work for kiting, in this country
and abroad, is unsurpassed by anyone.
Without hours of unselfish work you would
not be reading this now, The decision was
that Gill and Jon Bloom should be
presented with the trophey for their work
in keeping the kiters of this country
united, and the way they have become
ambassadors’s overseas, flying the flag
when ever ttey can, Thank ynu Gill, Thank
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you Jon, for all you have done for us and
others. (The Editors would like to thank
the Wessex Kite Group for the award. The
magnificent trophey now has pride of
place on our mantle piece).

Pat goes on to mention the Bournemouth
Festival. He says that it was a good
festival well covered by the local press
and six new members were enrclled. Next
year The Wessex Kite Group will have
Three festivals, one at their flying
ground (Lordshill ?), Netley on July 27th
and 28th starting with camping on
24/25th, and Bournemouth August 25th.

As mentioned the above article there is a
British Boomerang Society. The following
piece covers the aims of the BBS.

Boomerang making and throwing as a
leisure activity has become increasingly
popular in recent years and the BBS was
formed to promote the sport and provide
up—to—date information for members.

issues 4 International
Boomer ang newsletters plus 2 BBS
newsletters. These enable members to
share the knowledge and experience and to
receive a great deal of miscellaneocus
boomerang news from arocund the world.
Details of new designs are freguently
presented.

The society

Sunscriptions are due anually in January,
but new members joining after January
will receive all the newsletters for the
calender year in which they join.

Subscription rates are:—- U.K. £5.00,
Overseas {by surface mail) £5.00.
Overseas subscribers please send
subscription in sterling.

The address to write to is:— BBS, 9
Bowood Drive, Wolverhampton, WV6 9AW.




GENERAL INTEREST

Bill Souten sent us some details of a
kite workshop that he was holding in
September at the Gateway Education and
Arts Centre, Chester Street, Shrewsbury
SY¥1 INB. However, next year the centre is
holding further kite related activites:-
February 1985 Exhibition of kites at the
Gateway, February 22nd 1985 Kiteworkshop
for teachers, scouts and youth leaders,
February 23rd Day school - more kite
making/flying, June 1ist Day school
making/flying more advanced kites, June
2nd Kite festival organised by Shrewsbury
and Atcham Borough Council. For further
details suggest you phone (Shrewsbury)
55159.

We had a letter from Mike Fay leader of
the Croydon Kite Group which reads as
follows:— 1 would like to thank all the
kite flyers who attended the Croydon fly
in on August S5th. As one of the smaller
groups it gave us great heart to see many
friends arrive. 1 appreciate the high
cost of travel and realise the expense
incurred in attending festivals and hope
that those attending enjoyed the day as
much as we did.

Mr P Ridgway sent us a clipping from the
East Anglian Daily Times the article is
headed "Pigeonhoverbovver" and goes on to
say "Last autumn pigeons caused the worst
damage to oilseed rape crops for many
years. To try to overcome this problem a
firm is offering pigeon scaring kites.
They are said to be effective in
frightening off pigeons which have a fear
of feeding under hovering objects. The
kite on offer is a delta and has a S5ft
6in wingspan. Mr Ridgway goes on to say
that the price quoted was £20 or only £10
if you buy your supplies of oilseed rape
seed from the distributors!

We have had our usual letter from Terence
White who writes as follows:— A delta
featured on the cover and inside the
April issue of the American car magazine
Motor Trends. The kite is shown held
aloft arms length by a young lady
passenger in the stationary car. However
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the kite was not mentioned in the text
but shown as a symbol/motif for a special
convertible Nissan 300ZX - to the joys of
open air/wind-in—the-hair moctoring.

A kite featured in one of the recent
Germolene adverts. It shows a young boy
cbserving a diamond kite being flown by a
young girl who is not watching where she
is going. Prominent in the foreground is
some vicious looking barbed wire. a
graphic reminder/deterrent to flying
kites while walking and especially
running without due care and attention.

There is a new book out called *Flight
Patterns: A Guide to kitemaking’® written
and illustrated by Leland Toy. It is a
7%x8.5in, 33 page paperback and contains
plans, construction and flying
instructions for 8 kites - eddy, delta
box, compound, rotor, fighter,and an
interesting little swallow tail delta.
Materials and alternatives are listed and
Leland makes the point to use whatever is
available and suitable. A charming little
book, excellent as a first kite book and
a fine addition to any kite library.
Published by Sky High Press, San
Francisco. Available through the
Kitelines bookstore, price 5 dollars plus
postage and packing. (Kitelines Bookstore
Address:— Kitelines, 7106 Campfield Road,
Baltimore, Maryland 21207 USA). Kite note
— the basis of the book is a kite making
series also called Flight Patterns
produced by WVPT-TV, Harrisonburg,
Virginia and hosted by Leland and Perry
Fitzhugh. What price a showing on Channel
Four or any other channel for that
matter!

Kite making classes are a feature in a
new series of holiday courses run by the
youth Hostels Association.

The Barbacian recently had a summer in
the city programme. The poster for this
event was a rather nice kite design and
free kites were being giving away. They
were nice reproduction of a sled from
David Pelham Book of Kites. Talking of
David Pelham we noticed that his name was
mentioned in a book called the facts of
life. Certainly a long way from kites!
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large, for lifting a camera rig. (More of ‘that another time).
The lifting sails are not in line, the rear sail lower than
the front making a far more efficient set-up. The moment arm
(distance between front and rear sails) is short allowing the
whole kite to socar at an acute angle. Don’t worry if the tips
of the kite “flex’ in high winds, they are supposed to.

/// The kite is the third in a series aimed at something very
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MIDLANDS KITE FLIERS NEWS

76 OXHILL ROAD, HANDSWORTH, BIRMINGHAM, B21 9RH.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

SUNDAY 7th OCTOBER 198k4.
BRITISH KITE FLYING ASSOCIATION FESTIVAL, Old Warden Airfield.
SUNDAY 11th NOVEMBER 198k.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, Holyhead School, Florence Road, Birmingham.
Full agendas will be sent to members in due coursee.
Meeting to start at 10.3%0am.
SUNDAY 2nd DECEMBER 1984.
FLY=IN, Walsall Arboretum.
SUNDAY 6th JANUARY 1985.
FLY=IN, Walsall Arboretum.
SUNDAY 3rd FEBRUARY 1985.

FLY=-IN, Foremark Reservoir, Derbyshire.

KITE FLIER OF 1984

Nominations for the prestigious Midlands Kite Flier of the Year award are
now required in order to make the presentation at this years annual general

meeting on the 11th November.

SEEN RECENTLY

Dan Leigh has been busy. At Malvern Kites recently Peter Walter showed two
new prototypes made by Dan. The first was a trapezium box with short wings,
the other a delta with a balloon keel, i.e. the keel was double with an open
leading edge. The keel fills with air when in flight giving a cushion effect
if the wind speed'increases. Dan reckons its his best delta to date.

Peter has also got some ripstop self adhesive tape. Available in
various colours it is ideal for instant repairs and it can also bertyped on

to produce neat easily readable labels for your kites.
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The Hewsletter of the BRIGHTOW KITE FLYERS
IN GEMERHAL

We all know that this is KOM s Sth birthday and that it a newsletter
can surviwve D dears then 1t reallsy does not need ansone to write in
with letters:tirs.ideas or designs.After all what is an editor for but
to 2enerate the contents out. of thin A1r -~ comPuters mas helr but they
too require iviPut Prior to ocutbut.

It would seem that the recent amendments to aerial advertising legis-
lation left out sky shouting-sky writing and kites.No doubt due to the
fact that all other methods seem to be dePendant on noise (KITES TOO!)
so why ban us?Folitics or mones? Or is there another reason?

I¥ve a cofy of the recent amendments to the Act and it don“t seem rite.

OuUT AMD RBOUT

Fontwell Park
Amid 3 host of leisure actiwvities the large arena was hot and airless,;
sandwiched as it was between two banks of trees.But for 1566ft clear-
ance the larger deltas would have been unable to loft bears in so fit-
ful a2 wind.The Public turvwed wP in the 19083 range but the few club
members were hard pPressed to loft Edduzs — Rollers - and Malass in the
fitful breezes throush the trees.Lesson Une in making do with 3 Foor
wenus erroneousls Grid Ret'd be the event ar2aniser.

Feacehawven
A difficult site in the Dell.Hot at 9round level with 3 90o0d 18Knot
wind at 288t ASL it was not 3 das for stunters in the turbulence that
roiled over the cliff toP - but the “scooP FPulled well lifting both
Bears and cameras.Lightly attended bs both Fublic and club 1t 1935
nevertheless an enijovable das.

Fagkham
Once 39ain the wind struck - lese than 4Kts meant hard work keering
the lightest kites airborne - while the Bears had to make do with one
uPF winch launches.bell attended by the clubi:as a church fete it Proved
successtul all round — despite the smallish arena and Froximits to a
bus route - a fact that 3all were constantly reminded of every time
someone Parked in it and held vpP the bus until the owner was tound -
shades of ShillinSbura!

Bo9nor Regis
Yet another hot,calm day! Winchin9g uP Teddies and recovering the Bis
Jet from the toP of a rather tall tree took uP a courle of hours and
the rest could be devoted to watchin® the show - including a Qun-
toting: lasso swinging Cods!

Fed Hill
Three well attended flu—ins were had before the annual tinker inwvasion
this time camPin3d bang in the middle of the flying area.

"It would also seem that this site is one of those being used in an
effort by commercial microlight Pilots to force the local council to
force Shoreham ARirPort to grant them landing rigshts at Frices that the
microlights want.

Tettlina ‘
A nice site if one had all aof it! Despite the failinQ wind Cdeno n's
strike 33310ty howewsr 1t sz well atitended and Bears and zundra birds
e diecb P eg Hice o haws bhott 4 Steam Fally and BEoot sale on band bot
A e mere acres pondod Baee nzoe uE for e fewl less wnnts,




H laknot wind meant that the han9liders were elsewhere(St: and the

rid3e was well used by stunters and bears along with deltas and other
assorted serodanes.

FUTUFES

How that the ciub is becoming estawlizhed in =ussex—Kent and Surrey
1t would be nelPful if members could let me have the Grid Reference
and Lqﬂdowner’s name and address for theiv favourite flu—-in site,

R series of Planned flu—ins can then be scheduled and advertisediin
each local area.For more details see.Greg.

H wew store list is being “omPiled and 1t weuld be uvzeful to know
where members get their materials and bits and bobs.If dou can let me
boow the local manager’s name or Head Office addrezss then Perha®s a
discount scheme can be arranged.
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The BEF will start off the Brighton Chamber of Trade Christmas Carol
=cheme with 3 sea borme Santa landing between the FPiers.The dates are
not Yixed but will be either the 28th October or the 1dth Hovembet.
Helk from two or three members would be arPPreciated since wind cond-
itions mad be heavde and av onshore wind makes an oftshore cat lauwnch
duet that b1t more difficult.See Greg 1f vyou think that sou can helP.
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An Alphabetical Guide to Kites & Kite Flying

A — Alpha star, Ace, Alloy tube, Aerobatic kites & Accessories.

B — Bat, Barndoor, Bonanza, Buzzard, an abundance of Box kites, Books,
Boomerangs & Badges.

C — Cody Compound, Cody war kite, Conyne, Comet, Colarado roller,
Cruiser roller, California dragon, Captain nemos & Centipedes.

D — Diamonds, Deltas & Dragons by the Dozen, Diamond roller, Douglas m2,
Deep sky reels & D rings.

— Eddy bow, Eagle, Eyelets & Eyelet pliers.

— Flexifoil, French signal, Flare, Flutter, Facet, Four dekker, Fokker
triplane, F3F-2, Fibreglass & Flying discs.

— Giriffon stunter, Gunther kites - a new range at The Kite Store!

— Heart, Happy wings box, Hexagon, Hot air balloon & Handles.
— Indian spools & Insects from China.

™ m

— Jib rigged box, large & small.
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— Kite a maran, Kiskeedee, Kitelines, K.o.n.
Kite Store Ltd., 69 neal St., London. WC2H 9PJ. Tel 01-836 1666.

— Lamson, Larus star, Levitor & square Levitor.

— Malay, Multiflare, Mini box, Mini dragon, Mylar & Magazines.

— Neon star, Nylon line.

— Octar the invincible Octopus, Open keel delta, Octagon & O rings.

— Peter Powell stunter, Polycell, Phoenix variant, Parafoil, Photon, Prof
waldof boxes, Patterned deltas & Paper kites.

— Quite the best selection of kites available at The Kite Store!
— Ripstop nylon, Ramfoil, Reams of Rollers, Ramin dowel & Reels.

vWOozZEr
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— Strato box, Seagull, Sode, Suruga, Scirroco roller, Shooting Star, Sky
pup, Spectra dragon, Sopwith camel & trainer, Spirit of St. Louis, Silk
kites & Swivels.

Send S.a.e. for our latest price list.
T — Tiger box, Thai jewel, Triplane roller, Tim bird & Tails.
U — Ufo hot air balloon.
V — Vampyre & some Very large kites!
W — Windspeed meter, Wright flyer, Wycombe delta & Windsocks.
X — heXagon, heXagon boX & heXagon diamond.
Y — Yakko, Yacht delta, YoYo bobbin.
Z — Zether ferrari ramfoil.
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