


























ALLOY TUBE 

Rambling over - back to the kites. I opted for a kite size of 15" spine by 14" span with 
the cross point 1/3 down the spine. The proportions result in near enough a right angle 
at the wing tips which simplifies cutting and , to a certain e:-:tent, storage of the 
finished train. Using a template and careful positioning it is possible to cut 8 sails 
from each 21" >: 25" <see sketch). 

obviously a 15" length of bamboo. The cross spars are two pieces 6 7/8" 
Spine and cross spars are taped onto the sail as shown. Tape the ends of 

The spine is 
\6.875"} long. 
the spine then the ends of the cross spars this will help to centralise the 
spine although as I have discm;ered this is ' nt t-eally essential. Tails were made from 
any old bits of plastic sheet including carrier bags, freezer bags etc, cut into 18H 
strips and taped to the bottom of the 2 to each kite. 

To simplif y threading I used an electr ic soldering iron to melt a small hole either side 
of the spne, im;T;ediately belm-• the plastic joint. The kites wer e threaded onto the 
lines and tied in place at 36" intervals with s hort lengths of button thread , 

Line strength is a prcbl etri whi eh yDu mu st consider 
originally made 80 kites and used thin 50lt l ines 

w1th a t rain like this. J ane and I 
for the first 50 kites and 80lb lines 

f or the r--emaini ng 30. The t r-ai n flew perfectly fi .--st time out but, in a moderate breeze, 
the 8:) lb lines wer e bar- taut and ' si nging' -it must have been somewhere near i t s limit. 
When 'i<le e}:tended the tr-ain to iOG we used twin 100lb lines for t he add itional 20 kites. 
The n as to i50, still c.n 100lb but when we pushed it u p to 20(l kites t h e 



THE FLYING TRAIN 
================ 
Those of you who went to the Malvern 
Weekend and managed to tear yourselves 
away from the shop (or pub} may have seen 
the train flying on the Saturday morning. 
Even in the very gusty and turbulent wind 
it managed to keep its end up. 

Plans are alread-y' afoot, in fact work has 
already started., to restring the exist1ng 
200 kites and increase the length to 320 
- a good job for the winter months. To 
g ive a reasonable safety margin I intend 
to allow for 1.5lb 'pull' per kite and 
progressively increase the line strength 
so that the line at the bottom can always 
cope with at least 1.5lb times the total 
number of kites it can ' see ' above it. 
With a planned 320 kites, and allowing 
for further extension , we will be using 
twin 350lb lines at the bottom end. 

Unfortunately, because of the line 
str e ngth problems., Tony's idea of lots of 
people making trains and joining them all 
together isn't really practicable. It 
would mean some poor soul somewhere 
patiently threading his kites onto 1000lb 
or heavier lines with no hope of ever 
flyi ng them until the great join-up 
happened. 

FRED JANE 
WATERHOUSE 

f\.lGIIT TE81'1:1) 

(SPIN BAK' 4100ifEa.-~ ;;;:;;" 

As all keen kitefliers know, there are very few 
times when it's not possible to fly a suitable 
kite. However, these days many more fliers are 
finding fun in throwing as well, especially when 
there isn't too much wind. Here are a couple of 
boomerangs which have proved very popular. They 
are made from aircraft grade 5mm 10-ply wood and 
are guaranteed to return if thrown according to 
the simple instructions supplied. Please state if 
left or right handed boomerangs are required. 

/\. 

SP (Super Performer! ) • 
Span: 37cm. Weight: about BOg. 
30m approx. 

£5.95 including p&p. 

A ETC (Easy-to-Catch). 
Span: 35cm. Weight: about 75g. 
30m approx. 

£5.95 including p&p. 

Range: 

Range: 

Book: "BOOMERANG" by Ben Ruhe. Much interesting 
reading including why boomerangs return. £4.75 
including p&p. 

Please send SAE for complete list of 'rangs. 

SPIN-BAK BOOMERANGS, 9 BOWOOD DRIVE, 
WOLVERHAMPTON, WV6 9AW. 

·-----------------------------------~ 
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The aims of the British Boo.erang Society 
are as follONs:-

Boomerang making and throwing as a 
leisure activity has become increasingly 
popular in recent years and the BBS Nas 
formed to promote the sport and provide 
up to date information for me.bers. 

The society issues 4 international 
Boomerang newsletters plus 2 BBS 
newsletters. These enable members to 
share the knowledge and experience and to 
r eceive a great deal of miscel laneous 
boomerang news from around the world. 
Details of new designs are frequently 
presented. 

For further information write to the 
address below enclosing a stamped address 
envelope. 

BBS, 
9AM. 

9 Bowood Drive, Wolverhampton, WV6 
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FUTURE DATES 

April 14 

" 27 

" 28 

May 12 
11 26/27 

June 9 

July 7 
11 21 

Aug. 4 
' 11 18 

Sept. 1 
11 15 
11 29 

the magazine (' tbe 
DID)I',.D,Allt DDJ! M . VJWI 

IITI PLIIIS 

Fly-in Red Hill 

Demo Bognor Regis Teddies/Stunters/Single Line. Bags of space. 

Fly-in Telescombe Tye 

Fly-in Red Hill 

Festival Brighton two day.Overnight parking available on site­
barbeque-night flying. 

Fly-in Be achy Head 

Fly-in TB A 

Fly-in Red Hill 

Fly-in Goring Gap 

Fly-in TB A 

Fly-in TB A 

Fly-in Red Hill 

Fly-in T B A 

UPDATES & NarES 

Membership and Insurance Fees are due May 1st. Membership will be £3.85 per 

annum and Insurance for current holders £2.00; for newly insured £2.60. 

Weymouth Speed Trials are Monday 30th September to Sunday 13th October ! Anyone 

wishing to participate in the club's attempt to take another World Record; 

contact Greg. 

We have just received information about a Kite Event in Anjers, France. 1st 

and 2nd June. See Greg for more details. 



Requests . 

Letters 

"In response to Greg's constant pleas for material for publication, 

here's my two penny worth. 

Firstly, I have to get on my soap box. O.K., so the weather has been 

bad lately and its been a bit cold, but after having spent many a wet and 

windy Sunday over the past few weeks at yet another poorly attended fly-in 

I'm beginning to wonder about the reasons for our existence as a coherent 

group. 

Are we to be an elitist cLique of eccentrics indulging in our black art 

or should we be passing on our knowledge and enthusiasm for kites to others 

to encourage more people to get involved, and in so doing boost club membership? 

There are a lot of potential kite flyers out there. How many times have you 

received interested comment from passers-by when out flying your Flexis and 

deltas. 

It's up to us to pull our collective finger out. If the general interest 

in kite flying as a pastime wanes, we have only ourselves to blame. 

Secondly, if anyone is still talking to me after reading the above, a 

few questions and requests: 

(i) Has anyone got any circuit diagrams for a simple DIY radio receiver -

transmitter system for aerial photography work? 

(ii) Has anybody any old kite magazines/newsletters they want to part 

with? 

(iii) What's the record for the greatest number of Flexifoils flown on 

one set of lines? 

Incidentally, I have a copy of "The Tetrahedral Principle in Kite Structure" 

by Alexander Graham Bell if anyone is interested in seeing it. 

P.S. Coming Soon, in the skies over Brighton (I hope! )-The Great Multi sle·d. 

Watch this space for details! " 

Tight Lines 

Stephen M. Smedley 

.. H•s a~yone a ground anchor design capable of withstanding iSOOkg tension at a iine angle of 60-70 degrees? Peter King. 
For Sal e. 
Ready ude (H illlOi Parachutes - fe~ anly left £1.85 each for 36" dia;eter iiith hmy duty shrouds - see 6reg. 
'HAVE TEMPLATES- WILL CUT' Basic hte designs and applique &otiffs -send ripstop + noainal cover charge and have it cut 
professi anal! y - see Canny Steer. 



MIDLANDS KITE FLIERS NEWS 
76 OXHILL ROAD , HANDSWORTH, BIRMINGH AM, 821 9RH. 

1985 
The 1985 season is under way, there are plans for several large festivals to take pl~C~ 

within the Mi dlands as well as an exhibition in Shrewsbury. Although our subscription 

renewals are at present lower than normal there has been a marked increase in new 

memberships. May I take this opportunity in welcoming new members to the M.K.F. 

and hope that you will find new friends within the club. 

I must apologise to members for the lateness of our annual dinner this year, plans are 

now under way for this event to take place in the coming months. I must finally mention 

that the M.K.F. can no longer be contacted during the evening. (Answerphone is bust) 

EXHIBITION PLANS 
As paFt of this years Shrewsbury 

Kite Festival it is hoped to stage 

an exhibition of kites and kite 

flying at the new Arts Centre in 

the centre of Shrewsbury. 

Although the display areas are very 

small there is alot of potential 

for an interesting and informative 

exhibition. 

We will need to borrow kites and 

other relevant artifacts from 

members. (Be warned I'll be ln 

touch in the near future. ) 

If anyone is prepared to help with 

this enterprise please drop me a 

line. Anything borrowed will be 

fully insured and properly 

cared for. 

Thanks in advance, Bill Souten. 

KITE8 
over 

The Gateway 
An exhibition of 

KITE& 0 KITE FLYING 
al The Galeway Gallery 

arran8ed by lhe 
MIDLAND& KITE fLIEQ& 

10th<> 29th JUNE 1985 



DATES FOR YOUR 
1985 SEASON 

DIARY 

SUNDAY 7th APRIL 1985. 

SUNDAY 5th MAY 1985. 

SUNDAY 2nd JUNE 1985. 

FLY-IN AT WALSALL ARBORETUM, WALSALL. 

BRITISH KITE FLYING ASSOCIATION MEETING AT OLD WARDEN, 

NEAR BIGGLESWADE, BEDFORDSHIRE. 

FLY-IN AT MALVERN WORCESTERSHIRE. TO INTRODUCE MEMBERS 

TO MALVERN KITES NEW KITE WAREHOUSE. 
10th JUNE to the 29th EXHIBITION OF KITES AND KITE FLYING AT THE GATEWAY CENTRE 

29th JUNE inclusive. CHESTER STREET, SHREWSBURY. Arranged by the MKF. 

SUNDAY 16th JUNE 1985. SHREWSBURY KITE FESTIVAL, SUNDORNE ROAD, SHREWSBURY. 

(CONTACT CAROL MOFFATT ON 0743 61411 ext 30.) 

SUNDAY 23rd JUNE 1985. DERBY KITE FESTIVAL, DERBY RACECOURSE PLAYING FIELDS, 

(CONTACTPETER HOLMES ON 0332 31111 ext 394.) 

SUNDAY 7th JULY 1985. FLY-IN AT WALSALL ARBORETUM, WALSALL. 

SUNDAY 4th AUGUST 1985. FLY-IN AT BURTON DASSETT COUNTRY PARK, WARWICKSHIRE. 

2nd, 3rd and 4th IT IS HOPED TO ARRANGE A LARGE BALLOOONING MEETING AT 

AUGUST 1985. COFTON PARK IN BIRMINGHAM. FURTHER DETAILS LATER. 

SUNDAY 18th AUGUST 1985. FLY-IN AT RUFFORD PARK, NEAR OLLERTON, NOTTS. 
(FURTHER DETAILS FROM DENNIS ENGLAND) 

SUNDAY 6th OCTOBER 1985. BRITISH KITE FLYING ASSOCIATION MEETING AT OLD WARDEN, 

NEAR BIGGLESWADE, BEDFORDSHIRE. 

SUNDAY 3rd NOVEMBER 1985. M.K.F. A.G.M. AT HOLYHEAb SCHOOL, HANDSWORTH, BIRMINGHAM. 

SEEN RECENTLY:-
"KITE-WORLD" by Keith Roberts a new science fiction novel from the author of 'PAVANE' 
is to be published on the 6thJune 1985. It is hoped that a review will follow in the 

next issue of MKFEXTRA. 

Kite articles have been appearing in various newspapers recently; Financial 

Times on Saturday 9th March 1985. The Sunday Times Magazine is shortly to do a kite 

review under its S.T.T.T. banner. 

M.K.F. recently received a copy of the 'INTO THE WIND' Kite Catalog from the U.~.~. 

some very interesting stunting box kites. 

Kites flown on the GOLDEN OLDIES PICTURE SHOW as part of the Simon Dupree Kites song. 

BRITISH BOOMERANG SOCIETY NEWSLETTER are now only available from John Jordan at 

9 Bowood Drive, Wolverhampton, WV6 9AW. (0902 742288) 



NEWS OF EVENTS PAGE 20 
============== 
There are many kite events around the country this year and to assist you work out the 
complex array here are some more details of va r ious events. 

NEWHAI'1 AIRDAY:-

This is on May day holiday (6th May). I t is basi c a l ly a day related to anything that 
flies so there will be the opportunity to see and try many airsports such as 
parascending gliding, hot ai r balloons, model aircraft , helicopters and of course kites. 

The Kite Society has been asked to put on a short display in the main arena (so we are 
looking for volunteers), but there wi 11 be a area set aside for us to fly all day well 
away from other aerial activit i es!. The display is on Wanstead Flats which are in East 
London. For more details contact us. 

CLEVELAND:-

The Cleveland Art Gall ery is putting on a kite exhibition that runs from 11th May to 
22nd of June , wi t h a f lying weekend on the 8th and 9th of June. 

Sarah Carthew is the main organiser and she informs us of the following:-

Tal Streeter will be at the gallery from the 5th June to the 19th of June. He will be 
giving lectures, entitled "The Art of the Eastern Ki te , Influences and New Directions in 
Contemporary Western Kite Ma king". 

I shall be arranging workshops, flying e>:hibitions and visits to schools for him too. 

Andrew Jones and Ray Merry will also t ake part in a combined fl ying exhibitor. with Tal 
Streeter. <We also understand that some German and Dutch Kitefliers will be attending 
the flying weekend). 

Amongst the kites that Sarah has managed to obtai n are ones from, Tal Streeter, Jilly 
Pelham, Tynus Wong, David Checkley, Skye Morrison, Nick Morse <Part of his Collection>, 
Shakib Gunn, Takaji Kuroda, Merry Mckinnon, Paul Jalbert, Peter Waiter <Selection for 
sale>, T. Hiroi, Pete Waldron, Greens Kites (selection>, F.Rogallo, and Gill Bloom. 

As you can see from the list, a sort of who's who of kite flying. The exhibition 
promises to be quite something, and should certainly be worth a visit. 

Sarah did say that she would probably be able 
wished to see the e>:hibiton or fly at the kiting 
further details is - Country Leisure Services, 
Road, Middlesborough, Cleveland, TS1 2HE, or 
3375. 

AYR:-

to provide accommodation for anyone who 
weekend. The address to write to for 
P.O Box 41, Teeside House, 108A Borough 
you can phone her on (0642) 248155 ext 

Ayr Arts Festival running from 18th 25th May are including a kite festi val and 
competition in their activities. Sunday 19th May (2-4pm.) is the date set it will take 
place on the Low Green Ayr. For more details write to Festival Office, Wallace Tower, 
176 High Street, Ayr, KA7 lPZ. 

NORTHERN IRELAND:-

The National Trust are planning kite activities for the 
Northern Ireland. We have no more details and we suggest that 
contact the N. T. at Rowallane House, Saintfield, Ballynahinch , 

spring Bank Holiday in 
if you are interested you 
Co . Down, BT24 71H. 
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============== 
ANGERS, FRANCE:-

There is to be a large kite festival held in Angers, France on the 1st and 2nd of June. 
This festival will be the culmanation of many kite related events that have taken place 
in Angers from early in the year, including a kite fighting competition in March. 

The festival on the 1st and 2nd of June sounds 
participation of Chinese, Thai and Indian kite 
Holland, Italy, Belguim and Germany {and British>. 
as a night fly on the Saturday. 

very interesting, including the 
fliers as well as kitefliers from 
There are kite competitions as well 

If you are interested in attending there are a limited number of free dor•itory spaces. 
Also free camping is available {not limited) and the organisers wil help wi th hotel 
booking athough, obviously, these are not free. 

If you are interested we suggest that you write to Joel Theze, 58 Rue Jean Bodin, 4900 
Angers, France who will be able to assist you. 

SHREWSBURY:-

The Shrewsbury Kite Festival has been moved to the 16th June. It is being held at the 
Sundorne Recreation Ground. Festival events include coepetitions, deaonstr~tions, trade 
stalls etc. 

For more details contact Carol Moffatt, Shrewsbury (0743) 61411 ext 30. 

DERBY:-

The Derby Kite Festival is now on this year - date the 23rd of June. The venue is the 
Derby Racecourse Playing Fields (83 acres> and they hope to have the T.V there again as 
last year. 

For further details write to Derby City Council, Roman House, Friar Gate, Derby DE1 1XD • . 

DARTINGTON:-

The Dartington College of Arts <Totnes, Devon, TQ9 6EJ) are putting on a exhibiton of 
kites during the summer. The following details come fro• Jilly Pelham, who is looking 
for volunteers to help (contact her on 01 636 9411>. She says the Exhibiton will run 
from Friday 26th July to the 10th August. On August ~rd she is running a kite workshop 
and the next day, August 4th, there will be a kite fly in. 

SOMERSET:-

Millfield School, Street, Somerset are running a Village of Education during the su.mer. 
Included in the activities will be kite flying and making run by Martin Lester. Th~e 

are four courses run over two weeks. Each course is 2 and 1/2 hours per day, either 
morning or afternoon, and is suitable for aged eight upwards - suitable for all was the 
way he described it. 

He also said that although he was not specifically making fabric kites if, and only if, 
somebody is already skilled at machining he would be prepared to teach them about fabric 
kites. 

The two weeks are the 12th of August to the 16th of August and the 19th of August to the 
23rd of August. The price for the course is £37 00. Contact the above address for more 
details. 
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GERMANY:-

We recently had details of various kite activi ties in Germany this year. 

There are two main events, on April 27th and 28th the r e is a Spri ng Kite Festival and on 
September 21st and 22nd ther e is the Second I nternational Kite Festival of Berlin. 
Michael Steltzer has very kindly offered that if any British kite flyers are interested 
in going to one or both of these events he will arrange rooms at the home of local kite 
flyers if he knows fairly soon. If you are interested please write to Michael Steltzer, 
Eisenacher Strasse 81 , 1000 Berlin 62, West Germany. 

PORTSMOUTH:-

We have been contacted by an organisation in Portsmouth about an air day being held 
there sometime in August. No more details are available at the moment but we wil l let 
you know. 

CHELMSFORD: -

We have also heard that there may be an event in the Chel msford area. The event, 
sposored by Marconi, will be held on June 29th and 30th and will feature some kitefliers 
from China. 

Unfortunately this is all we know at the moment. It sounds interesting and we will let 
you know the exact details when we have them. 
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14th April 
21st April 

28th April 
5th May 
6th May 
11th May 
19th May 

26th May 

1st June 

2nd June 

8th June 
9th June 

16th June 
21st June 
22nd June 

23rd June 

30th June 
14th July 
21st July 
27th July 
28th July 
3rd August 
4th August 
11th August 
18th August 

Lordshill Sports Centre, Southampton. Fly-in. W.K.G. 
Littleton Road Playing Fields, Salford. Fly-in. N.K.G. 
The Green, Great Bentley, Colchester, Essex. Fly-in. E.K.G. 
Lordshill Sports Centre, Southampton. Fly-in. W.K.G. 
Old Warden Air Field. Festival. B.K.F.A. ** 
Newham Air Day, Wanstead Flats, London E15. Kite Display. K.S. 
Cleveland Art Gallery, Cleveland. Exhibition starts. 
Ayr Arts Festival. Kite flying competition. 
Oak Road Playing Fields, Hull. Fly-in. N.K.G. 
Ferry Meadows, Peterborough. 2pm start. Fly-in • . G.O.K.F. 
Brighton Festival, Sheepcote Valley, Sussex. Festival. B.K.F. 
Possible Kite Flying event in Northern Ireland. 
Angers, Loire, France. Festival. ** 
Ferry Meadows, Peterborough. Festival. G.O.K.F. ** 
Angers, Loire, France. Festival. ** 
Ferry Meadows, Peterborough. Festival. G.O.K.F. ** 
Cleveland Art Gallery, Flying Day. Festival. ** 
Cleveland Art Gallery, Flying day. Festival. ** 
Brampton Steam Rally. Display. G.O.K.F. 
Shrewsbury Kite Festival. Festival. ** 
Fokker Kite Festival, Scheveningen, Holland. Festival. V.O. ** 
Fokker Kite Festival, Scheveningen, Holland. Festival. V.O. ** 
Cleveland Art Gallery, Exhibition finishes. 
Fokker Kite Festival, Scheveningen, Holland. Festival. V.O. ** 
Petworth Kite Day, Sussex. Festival. ** 
Derby Racecourse. Festival. M.K.F. ** 
Blackheath Summer Rally, Blackheath, London. Festival. tt 
Riverside Park, St. Neots, Cambs. Fly-in, Starts 2pm. G.O.K.F. 
Birchwood Forest Park. Fly-in. N.K.G. 
Netley Festival, Southampton. Festival. W.K.G. ** 
Netley Festival. Festival. W.K.G. ** 
Dartington Art College, Devon. Workshop. 
Dartington Art College, Devon. Ki tefl ying Day. 
Grafham Water Southside. Fly-in. Starts 2pm. G.O.K.F. 
The Stray, Harrogate. Fly-in. N.K.G. 

25th August 
8th September 
15th September 
21st September 
22nd September 
6th Octobe'r 
13th October 
20th October 

Rufford Country Park, Near Ollerton, Notts. Fly-in. M.K.F. 
Bournmouth Festival. Hengistbury Head. Festival. W.K.G. ** 
Grafham Water Southside. Fly-in. Starts 2pm. G.O.K.F. 
Littleton Road Playing Fields, Salford. Festival. N.K.G. 
2nd International Kite Festival of Berlin. Festival. 
2nd International Kite Festival of Berlin. Festival. 
Old Warden Air Field. Festival. B.K.F.A. ** 
Riverside Park, St Neots. Fly-in. 1pm - 3pm AGM. G.O.K.F. 
Otterspool Promenade, Liverpool. Fly-in. N.K.G. 

K.S. 
B.K.F.A. 
G~O.K.F. 

N.K.G. 
M.K.F. 
E.K.G. 
B.K.F. 
W.K.G. 
v.o. 

** 

THE KITE SOCIETY. 
BRITISH KITE FLIERS ASSOCIATION. 
GREAT OUSE KITE FLIERS. 
NORTHERN KITE GROUP. 
MIDLAND KITE FLIERS. 
ESSEX KITE GROUP 
BRIGHTON KITE FLYERS 
WESSEX KITE GROUP. 
VLIEGER OP 
FESTIVAL. 



KITE FLYING TIPS 
No.94 

Italian for the Kite Flier 
A glossary of terms for the Kite Flier when travelling 
abroad. 
This month Italian. 

Aquiloni - Kite 

Velatura - Sail 

Nervatura - Frame 

Traversa - Cross spar 

\ 
- Longeron 

Briglia - Nodi - Knots 

/ 
Fila - Line 

/ 
Mulinello - Reel Coda - Tail 

It is essential when kiteflying abroad to know the 
correct terms when buying a new kite or spares for your 
old kite. Nothing is more embarrassing than walking 
into a shop and asking, with difficulty, for a 
particular item, only to be faced by an irate italian 
shop-keeper with a machine gun saying that if you 
insulta his Grand Mother again .......... . 

Alternatively, you could buy everything you need for 
your kiteflying holidays at the Kite Store. 

N.B We do not speak Italian. 

The Kite Store, 
London WC2H 9PJ. 

69 Neal Street, __ Covent Garg~n, 
Tel: 01-836 1666. 
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