




























BBIIITOIIITI li.IIBS 
Jul.y 1.985 

The compilation of the new-look, vcn:d AeorodJIJUP has, at· · 
least, int.o the bands of stephen s.edl.ey. Info, l.ettexs, suggesti.oas, 
ideas, etc. «..'"an be sent. to 868 Centuxi..oo Road, Bl:igbt:.on biU :nM. 111e 'oex, th'ia 
'i8 JIOltT newsl.ettex - use it l 

Jul. 7 Red Eli11 P'l.y-in 
21 Red Hil.l 1000 ft .. P'l.y-in 
27/28 Victoria Park, Netley, Southampton Festival. WICG 

Aug 4 Ciol:ing Gap P'l.y-i.n 
11 GJ:afham. Natex, nx. P'l.y-i.n aJ«F 
18 Beachy Head P'l.y-i.n 
25 Hengistbury Head, Bournemouth Festival. WICG 
31 Te 1..scollllbe 'l.'ye P'l.y-i.n 

sept 1 Tunbxidge Nel.ls (see GJ:eq fox details) P'l.y-in 
15 Red Hil.l 1000 ft P'l.y-in 
29 T.B.A. 

Oct 13 Red Hil.l 1500 ft P'l.y-in 

Cu passes axe available fl:OIIl GJ:eq fox aajox event.s. 

BOGNOR REGIS 27th April. 
M8Wle1:s of BKP vexe invited tQ the Gl.ade SChool. SUiilllllel: £aix at BocJnox Reg'ia to 
give a de1Donst1:ation of kite flying. The kids ctueued up to have thei1: teddies 
droL>ped fl:OIIl a st1:at 4 handled by GJ:eq and oave elements, While Peter Ki.ng and 
Dave White kept the CJ:owd ent.ertained with &aDe fine stunt fl.yi.ng on P'lexis and 
Pete1: Powel.ls. A 1.ot of younq LleOPle saw kite £1yinq as they bad probabl.y never 
be£o1:e imagined it • A good day's vo1:k. 

BRIGHTON :KITE FESTIVAL 26/27th May 
Despite the latex date, the weather vas mixed fox BKP'' s ma.jox event of the y ear, 
but even some ala1:ming thundexstol:UlS didn't dete1: laxge numbexs of the publ.ic 
f1:om tu1:ning up to join in the fun with enthusiasts £1:om the south of England. 
'l'hanks to D. I. Kites the ai.1: 1:apidl.y became ful.l of Star Stunte1:s and 1:i.pstop 
figbte1:s, mixing wi th some varied deltas and the odd Wal.dof box. Some P'lexis and 



Peter Powel.ls did a few turns whil.e the Red Del.ta fl.ev bravel.y at 1000 feet 
befot:e being 'felled by a sudden 1800 C'hange o£ wind di.t:ec..--ti.oll. An 
international. flavour was provided by a Dutch coupl.e vi.th a trai.n of 17 black 
spotted sl.eds - closer i.nsLleC..--t.ion revealed an a~ C'CIIIplete set of dcai.noesl 

PE'l'M)RTH JUTE FESTIVAL 23%d June 
At:t:anged by Joanna. Mersey as the final.e to the 8-day ~rth Pestival o£ Music 
and Arts, her e .fforts were wel.l. rewarded by a -.assive turn out by publ.ic and 
club l:.iters al.ilte. The rain held o'ff long enough to bring out a vide variety of 
"kites in a11 Sl\at)es and si.zes. Al.though tbe wind vas too l.i.c;lht 'for stuntet:s, 
rol.l.et:s and del.tas could be seen fl.yi.ng alDngside Codys and Conynes. A cup 
donated by estate agents Kil\9 ~ Chasetaore vas awa:.:ded joint l.y to John Ba.l:ker, 
Ron Mti.--ey and ICeith MaL.--ey 'fot: operating Jolm • s teddy-drOL,.;>i.ng del.ta, a Dan Lei.c;lh 
copy -.ade by Ron. Al.l. i.n a11 a very enjoyable day's £1yi.ng, a...~i.ed by the 
1oc..--a.1 brass band. Al. ready l.ool:.i.ng 'forward to next. year 1 

IIJRE TEDDIES 
17th Au9Qst should be a date in' every bear's diary when tbe U.K. Teddy BeaJ: Tour 
hits Preston Pat:l:., Bt:igbton. Organised by the International. Teddy Bear Club in 
aid of the save the Children P'Und, attractions at this Teddy Bear's Pi cnic 
incl.ude the World's Largest Teddy, a Sincl.air <.."5 Teddy Grand Prix, famous Bears 
of ta.lwJ LleQL>l.e, and tbe i.nevitabl.e p;ucu."buti.ng "l"eddi.es. llo doubt. BKISS 
Dt:opniks vi.ll. be we 1.1 i.n attendanl.."'e. 

A SOIDriON IDOIUHG FOR A PROBLEM 
Elect.t:onii..'"B and COIIIII?Uti.n9 are bec.."Cai.ng a -.a.jor sec..'"Ond interest wi.th _,eral. 
'llllllbers. Haw can ve turn thi.s to advantage? Ideas, please. 

NEW PLYING LINE 
ICevl.aJ:, the supet: strong and super thi.n syntheti.c l.i.ne, has al.ways bad the 
disadvantages of hi.gh cost, deterioration in sunl.ight, and high abrasiveness. It 
cannot be "knotted because under l.oad it simply cuts through iteel.f. Every 
se<.--t.ion of l.ine to be knotted bad to be l.aboriousl.y sbeath.ed with a protective 
material. Now, Shanti Spool.s, 2021 Pol.som street, san Pransi.sco, Cal.. 94110, 
USA, have come up with "Sk.ybond.", a twisted ICevl.aJ: core surt:ounded by a 
bt:ai.ded Dacron sleeve. The outer pol.yester protec..--t.s tbe ICevl.aJ: fr0111. sun"J_i.gbt, 
and 'fro. itsel.f, and is reckoned to be tbe ul.tuate 'for stunt 'fl.y i.ng. 
un£ortunate1y you wi11 sti11 need to take out a second .ortgage to get bold of 
SOW! I 

D. I. Y. JCI:TES 
Do you have a 'favourite "kite plan or design that is si.JI{>l.e to -.ake and gt:eat to 
fly? It doesn •t have to be revol.utionary, just cheap to make £re. t:eadi.l.y 
avai.l.abl.e ma.teri.al.s; something suitabl.e for a wot:kshop, or 'for a sc..~l. proj ec..--t.. 
send thea in, and lDiil.ybe we can run a series of tbea i.n 'future editions of 
A8TOdJ1nB. 

Bri.ght.on K.i.t.e FLyers, Greg Locl:.e, 49 Greenways Crescent, Sho'l:ehaa, 8114 6HR. 



HERE& THERE EVENTS .. NEWS .. GENERAL INTEREST 

For those of you who were at the International Kite Festival at 
those who would like to see what all the fuss r s about and, 
ardent collectors of kite related videos the following may be of 

Scheveningen last year, 
finally, those who are 

interest. 

STTV, a German video company, have produced a video 'International Fokker Kite Festival 
1984'. 43 minutes ful of atmosphere, kiters, highlights, interviews and kites, kites, 
kites ••• 

It was seen at the convention this year and everyone thought it was a good show. 

The video is available in 3 systems VHS I BETAMAX I VIDEO 2000 (Coloursystem PAL). The 
cost is hfl 98,-- per cassette and is available from Vlieger Op, Weteringkade, 2512 AK 
Den Haag, Holland. 

It may be possible to have the video made 
enough people are interested to make 
interested. 

in other colour systems <SECAM I NTSC etc) if 
it viable. Contact Vlieger Op if you are 

========================================================================== 

The following release was presented to us at Scheveningen. 

"Olympic Games For Kites in Zandvoort (Holland). 

Let us organise one every four years. The olympic games for kites to be held in the well 
known beachtown of Zandvoort. 

1992 the Olympic games in Holland. 1992 The Olympic games for kites at the same time. 

The Fly Away Consortium has in the last few years great experience with games for kites. 
All kinds of kites can fly in Zandvoort. For example on the long beach, in the wide 
dunes around Zandvoort and on the racing track. 

Zandvoort is an excellent beachtown with 9 km of white sandy beaches, it has 50 hotels 
and boarding rooms, has easy access by rail and road, and is in the neighbourhood of 
both Haarlem and Amsterdam. 

Olympic games for kites in Zand-·IDort. What do you think? Speak about it. 

Let us know.u 

If you have any suggestions or queries the Fly Away Consortium, can be contacted at 
Brederodestraat 77, 2042 BC Zandvoort, Holland. 

========================================================================== 

We have received, via Ron Moulton, an invitation for a team 
representatives to go to the Republic of China Ki tefl iers Association 
- 25th October 1985. 

of up to 
Festival, 

five 
19th 

The arrangement is similar to that for the first mainland China trip in that 
accomodation, meals, transport and sightseeing are free and all one has to do is to get 
there ! Reply is required before 30th July. 

If you are interested then we suggest that you contact Ran Moulton as soon as possible. 
BKFA, Wolsey Road, Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HF'2 4SS. 

========================================================================== 
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The following press release was received from Sharon Wong of the STPB. 

'Singapore International Kite Festival 1986. 

The festival in 1985 was attended by participants from 10 countries and from the 
favourable feedback received, I believe that the festival was a success. 

We are now making preparations for our ne>:t kite festival which is scheduled for 25th 
- 26th January 1986. Once again, it would comprise of a kite competition for local 
residents and an entertainment programme whereby overseas e:-:perts from some 15 countries 
would be invited to demonstrate and display their large crowd pleasing kites to 
spectators. We would appreciate it if you could bring this event to the attention of 
kite fliers. 

The general conditions for kiting in our flying site are as follows:-

Wind - Consistant avarage wind speed of 10-15 mph gusting to 25 mph. 
Rain -The kite festival is held during the NE Monsoon period and it is possible that 
there will be heavy rain. However, at this year's kite festival, we were fortunate to 
have no rain and sunny weather. 
Kites - As a crowd of 10,000 - 20,000 spectators is to be e>:pected we look for large 
kites with "spectacle" or entertainment value. Some of these kites should also be able 
to fly during wet weather. 
Anyone interested in attending this festival is most welcome and I would be pleased to 
arrange for our travel agents to package a tour including the festival if they wish.' 

The address to write to is:-

Miss Sharon Wong, STPB, 131 Tudor Court, Tanglin Road, Singapore 1024, Republic of 
Singapore. 

========================================================================== 

There are a couple of new <or newish} groups that have recently come to our attention. 

The first is the DCD <Drachen Club Deutschland, Forsmannstr. 6-8, 2000 Hamburg 60, West 
Germany. The president is Dr. Jurgen Thieme. 

The other one is Vlieger 10 Beaufort, Postbus 134b, 8001 BH Zwolle~ Holland. We spotted 
a copy of their magazine in Joe's Enterprises in Amsterdam and is quite good. 

========================================================================== 

John Clements, who works for Morgan Grenfell~ had a short article about his kites and 
teddies in the Morgan Grenfell staff magazine "Overview". 

There a three photos~ one of John and kite and the other two of parachuting teddies. 

========================================================================== 

For your information the Great Ouse Kite Fliers have a new Hon. Secretary. Ted Fleming, 
10 Laxton Close, Eaten Ford, St Neots, PE19 3AR. 

========================================================================== 

On Thursda·i June 6th the Daily 
based on two interviews, one 

Telegraph published an article on kites. It was mainly 
with Gill Bloom and the other with Jilly Pelham. The 

article is one of the best I have C~UT":• ---··!f well written and to t he point without treating 
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the subject either as a joke or for children only. 

There is a picture of both Gill and Jilly with kites and a number of sketches of kites. 

The only mistake we spotted in the article was 
and Clouds classic diamond kite designed 

one 
by 

of the sketches had the words "Moon 
Eddy Bow for Monday Lunch". 

========================================================================== 

There have been -several other articles in the press over the last few months. 

May 26th Sunday Times Magazine. 
comments by Bill Souten. The only 
it's wings upside down~~ 

Tried and Tested looked at a number of kites, with 
problem we spotted was a Chinese Pheonix kite with 

The Daily Mail has had four bits about kites. 

The first concerned a kite being flown in Hyde Park. The offending kite was spotted on 
the radar at Heathrow and the police alerted. After being warned that it is illegal to 
fly a kite in the park the kite flier ignored the warnings and continued. 

The flier was fined £10 for his offence. It seems that the flier was particularly upset 
by the court insisting on calling his flying object a kite. 

He explained that· it was 'a device for generating aerodynamic lift force' and it had 
taken him 30 years to develop. On the day he was caught he was testing his contraption 
as a life saving aid. 

Made of Mylar he went on to say "Aeronautical engineers say there is no explanation of 
why it flies but with the slightest breeze it will go straight up to 1000 ft. A three 
year old could fly it." 

The ne>:t two articles related a few other odd facts about kites and the last was on 
Monday 20th May in the 'Have a Nice Monday' column by Nic Morrison. 

In it he quotes Andy King as saying 'Kite flying is a complete antidote to a stressful 
and increasingly complicated life'. Nic then goes on to e!-:plain why he disagrees quoting 
the problems of taking children kiteflying with the inherent dangers of not coming up to 
scratch ·compared to his friends dad. Andy is then quoted again "as many adults as 
children now fly kites". The retort is 'Of course they do, presence is mandatory'. The 
article is amusing and gives a different view of kiteflying. 

========================================================================== 

There were several kitefliers from Weifang in Holl~nd and, a week later, in England. 
When we saw them they gave us a number of colour brochures of the kites made in Weifang. 
The brochure is an excellent addition to a collection and we will have some at the 
festivals. So see us there. 

========================================================================== 

A new science fiction book entitled "Kite World" by l<eith Roberts, published by Gollancz 
Ltd 1985. Hardback £8.95. 

This book is set in an imaginary world after, what appears to be some form of nuclear 
disaster. <The world is obviously closely based on Earth). The world has "badlands" and 
fertile lands and when the wind is blowing from the wrong direction "devils" etc come 
over- from the "badl ands ''. 
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Fortunately for the inhabitants of the fertile lands the wind is normally in the "safe" 
direction - and a steady force 3-4~ 

Kites are introduced as religious objects. Cody kite teams are flown with observers to 
keep the "devils" from the lands. The teams are flown both from land and sea. The kite 
teams have a complex structure of people operating the team from the lowest "Kitecadet" 
to the highest "l<itemaster". The levels between include such things as "Rigging Master" 
and "Observer". (Most observers are considered to be a little mad}. There are 
complicated rites associated with flying the teams! 

The book is a compilation of short stories which individually are fine. 
they do not lead to a coherent story line and the book tends to rely on 
girl, falls in love etc theme. 

Unfortunately 
the boy meets 

However, the book is enjoyable to read (if not a classic} because of the brilliant 
descriptions of Cody teams which are sprinkled throughout the book. 

Unless you are a S.F. fan £8.95 is rather a lot of money just for descriptions of Codys 
- but try your local library. 

========================================================================== 

Joanna Mersey and the Petworth Park Festival would like to thank all the demonstrators 
who came to Petworth Park on the 23rd June and gave such a magnificent display. 

Joanna goes on to say:-

"The standard and variety of kites was the best ever. There were approximately 2500 
people in the park during the day and £600 was collected for Riding For The Disabled. 

The festival cup went to John Barker and his Brighton kiteflyer team and the Petworth 
Star, given by Greg Locke was won by David White with his three yellow Peter Powell 
stunt kites." 

========================================================================== 

Whilst we were in Angers we met Daniel Picon. He has written a new kite book entitled 
"Cerfs-Volants". A small soft cover book 78 pages with a number of colour pictures (35}. 
There are sections on flat kites, soft kites, semi rigid kites, cellular kites and 
kites with dihedrals. The diagrams are reasonably clear and the book itself would be a 
good addition to a kite library. 

The price is FF 47,00 and is available from Editions Fleurus, 31 Rue De Fleurus, 75296 
Paris, Cedex 06, France. 

If you are buying it add a bit for postage costs. 

========================================================================== 

We have just visited Malvern Kites new shop and must say that not climbing that hill is 
a marked improvement. The new shop is set above a furniture makers and used to be the 
store room. It is large and well lit with plenty of room to hang kites on display. 
Obviously it will take a little while to tidy it up (it was under a few inches of dust 
when they moved in} but it is well worth a visit especially to see the range of kites 
that is stocked. 

The address 1s Malvern Kites, 
Worcestershire, WR14 4PZ. 

The Warehouse, St. 
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From Dennis England. 

Memo to all members. 18th August 1985. Public demonstration and rally Rufford Abbey 
Country Park. Location - on east side of A614, 22 miles north of Nottingham, 3 miles 
south of Ollerton and 7 miles east of Mousfield. If you intend to escape there armed 
only with an ordnance survey map the gird ref is SK 647650. Entrance off main road. 

No entry fee, car parking for kite club members only at flying point. Toilets and cafe 
175 yards. Two a-la-catre resturants within 1/4 mile. C.A.A. clearence has just been 
received for kites ma}: !800ft above ground level within a 2km radius of above position, 
between the hours of lOam and 8pm British summer time on that day only. Providing that 
visibility is at least 5km and kites remain at least 1000ft vertically and 2km 
horizontally away from cloud. 

Sales stand by Kite and Balloon Co. Birmingham expected. Flying site is vertically a 
woodland clearing approx 325 yards by 90 yards. Sculpture gardens, wildfowl lake, 
woodland walks are a bonus. I hope a lot of you will turn up and have a nice day. 

Speaking of nice days all of you who were not at Ferry Meadows on June 2nd really missed 
a treat. It was just the closest to my image of the ultimate medium sized kite rally one 
is ever likely to get. Dawn to dusk brilliant hot sunshine with consistent wind strength 
suitable for flying the widest possible range of kites. Superb spacious idyllic parkland 
surroundings and even a spectacular maiden flight of a 6 metre span full size replica of 
a historic Georges box kite which may possibly be on ground display at Rufford. 

========================================================================== 

From Jim Rowlands, 50, Old Brumby Street, Scunthorpe, DN16 2AN. 

In an attempt to generate interest in kites a group of enthusiasts from North 
Lincolnshire are presenting the Cleethorpes Fly a Kite Day on Sunday August 4th 10.00am-
6.00pm. Support of Kite Society members would be most welcome to fly and display their 
kites. The Cleethorpes council have set aside about 1 sq kilometre of foreshore for the 
event with free parking for participants cars. 

Several of the country•s well known kite flyers have 
Malvern Kites has given his generous support to the 
be offering a wide range of kites and accessories for 
therefore, it should be most successful. 

agreed to attend. Peter Waiter of 
event through sponsorship and will 
sale. Given a rain free day, 

Cleethorpes, for those that don•t know the area, is a resort on the north east 
Lincolnshire coast. Road 1 inks are good A1iM1 to M62, M18 and M180 to about 6 miles 
outside the town. Rail links are fair, most routes changing at Doncaster. 

The foreshore 1s vast! Inshore the sand is firm and depending on the height of the 
previous tide, dry. More than about 50 yards out it does however get softer and muddier, 
so wellies and strong shoes are advised rather than sandals. There are no natural anchor 
points and those flying large parafoils, deltas or scoops should equip themselves with a 
deep anchor. 

Cam~ ing i s available on sites near to the flying area, for those stoppi ng over. 
Alternatively accomodation can be booked in advance by contacting Jim Rowlands at the 
tourist i nformation centre, Scunthorpe central libr-ar y~ Carlton Street, Scunthorpe. Tel 
0724 860161. Cleethorpes does however get very full at this time of year and those 
booking should be prepar ed to accept accomodation up to say 10-15 miles away. 

Fm- fur thet- infor mat i on concer-ning the event you should contact Jim Rowlands. 



Malvern Kiting Weekend. 

Last year we held the first Malvern l<i te Weekend, and although plagued buy rather 
indifferent weather, it seems to have been well received. 

So we hope to hold the event again this year. Provisional dates have been set for 
September 7th and 8th - a new site is under consideration, and we hope to hold another 
evening meeting on the Saturday at our local hostelry, the Red Lion. 

If you would like to come along, please let us know, we will send details of hotels, 
camp sites and a programme of events, in good time this year. <S.A.E. please). 

Peter Walter. 

The Kite Society has been invited to give a display at a N.S.P.C.C. Air display weekend. 
Situated at Nuneham Park near Oxford. 

Basically we can fly all day Saturday plus in the evening after a music concert the 
public will be invited to watch illuminated kites to music. 

Sunday - we open the event and fly for a few hours before the balloons and other events. 
We also fly later in the day before 20 - 30 balloons take part in a "Key Grab " event. 
This is where balloons race to grab a key on top of a 30' pole. The key is to a £10,000 
car. 

Camping is to be provided - with breakfast on the Sunday (either free or for a small 
charge). Malvern Kites will also be on site the whole weekend. 

I~ you are interested please contact the editorial office as soon as possible so that we 
can arrange car passes etc. We look forward to seeing you there. 

========================================================================== 

We have also been asked to fly kites at Hastings on Saturday 3rd August. Starting at 
11am the flying will be at East and West Hill just outside Hastings. We will also be 
setting up an e:-:hibi tion for the day and there will be a small social get together i n 
the evening. The base for e~ts is Photogallery, The Foresters Arms, Shepherd Street, 
St. Leonards on Sea, East Susse>:, TN38 OET. 

Contact us at the editorial office for further details. 

========================================================================== 

The administrator of the Edinburgh Festival Fringe, Michael Dale and Frank McShane of 
the Scottish Kite Group welcome Kite Flyers to take to the sky for the Festi val fly-i n 
at Holyrood Park August 16th - 18th. 

On the final day of the Kite Festival fly 
the great Fringe Sunday "Lark in the Park". 
its spectacular events and includes open air 
odd happenings and takes place in the Queens 

your kite to a large crowd of spectators at 
Fringe Sunday on August 18th is known for 
theatre, jazz bands, inflatable structures 
Park by Holyrood Palace. 

For details of accommodation etc contact Frank McShane, South Lodge, Garvald, East 
Lothian. Tel 062083 266. 
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27th July 
28th July 
3rd August 

4th August 

11th August 
18th August 

25th August 
31st August 

EVENTS LIST 

Netley Festival, Southampton. Festival. W.K.G. tt 
Netley Festival. Fests'lal. W.K . G. U 
Hastings Fly. Display. K.S. See pages 21/22 
Dartington Art College, Devon. Workshop. 
Cofton Park, Longbridge, Birmingham. Fly-in. M.ICF. 
Cleethorpes Kite Day. Festival. See pages 21/22. tt 
Dartington Art College, Devon. Kiteflying Day. 
Cofton Park, Longbridge, Birmingham. Fly-in. M.K.F. 
Burton Dasset Country Park, Warwickshire. Fly-in. M.K.F. 
Goring Gap, Sussex. Fly-in. B.K.F. 
Wickfor d Memorial Park, Esse:·:. Fly-in. E.K.G. 
Grafham Water Southside. Fly-in. Starts 2pm. G.O.K.F. 
The Stray, Harrogate. Fly-in. N.K.G. 
Rufford Country Park, Notts. Fly-in. M.K.F. See pages 21/22. 
Hylands Park, Chelmsford, Esse>:. Fly-in. E.K.G. 
Bournmouth Festival. Hengistbury Head. Festival. W.K.G. ti 
Telscombe Tye, Brighton. Fly-in. B.K.F. 

1st September Wickford Church Lane Park, Essex. Fly-in. E.K.G. 
Malvern Kite Weekend. Festival. See pages 21/22. tt 7th September 

8th September 
Aldham Fete, Marks Tey, Colchester, Essex. Festival. £.K.G. tt 
Malvern Kite Weekend. Festival. See pages 21/22. ** 
Grafham Water Southside. Fly-in. Starts 2pm. 6.0.K.F. 

14th September NSPCC Air Day, Nuneham Park, Nr. O>:ford. Demo. K.S. See pages 21122. 
NSPCC Air Day, Nuneham Park, Nr. Oxford. Demo. K.S. See pages 21/22 
Littleton Road Playing Fields, Salford. Festival. N.K.6. 

15th September 

Red Hill. Fly-in. B.K.F. 
21st September 2nd International Kite Festival of Berlin. Festival. 

2nd International Kite Festival of Berlin. Festival. 
Thorndon Park, Esse:·:. Fly-in. E.K.G. 

22nd September 

6th October 
13th October 

20th October 

K.S. 
B.K.F.A. 
G.O.K.F. 
N. I<. G. 
M.K.F. 
E.!<.G. 
B. I<. F. 
W.K.G. 
it 

Old Warden Air Field. Festival. B.K.F.A. ** 
Riverside Park, St Neots. Fly-in. 1pm - 3pm AGM. G.O.K.F. 
Red Hill. Fly-in. B.K.F. 
Otterspool Promenade, Liverpool. Fly-in. N.K.G. 

THE KITE SOCIETY. 
BRITISH KITE FLIERS ASSOCIATION. 
GREAT OUSE KITE FLIERS. 
NORTHERN KITE GROUP. 
MIDLAND KITE FLIERS. 
ESSEX KITE GROUP 
BRIGHTON KITE FLYERS 
WESSEX KITE GROUP. 
FESTIVAL. 

================================================================================ 
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Advertisement 

Great Kiting Bores of our Time 
No.l3 The Man Who Makes Sleds. 

"I have always found that my two stick, ta:p=red, rectangularly vented sleds ( you 
know, :like the one on page 215 of the Penguin Book of Kites by David Pelham) with 
the Hornbeam leading edge m cdi£ication to prevent leading edge collapse and a long 
6ft braided line bridle with double swivels to prevent it tangling actually flys better 
than my friend's one made with three sticks, round vents and a single swivel 
probably because of my extensive tests and careful choke of materials, and did you 
know tlE.t I made nearly fiEty different sleds while on my holidays last month 
making a total of nearly three hundred in the last year or so and I have found that 
plastic carrier bags from Su:p=rmarkets and shops are an ideal source of material for 
making sleds out of and theyre usually free although you do have to buy the green 
garden canes which are very cheap although in fact I find the m est expensive part 
of making a sled is the sticky tape although I can normally nick it from work but 
this can be a bit risky so I usually peel it off very carefully and transfer it from 
kite to kite mdeed in this way I know that it is my design changes that are being 
evaluated and not th2 vagaries of the sticky tape being used to hold my sleds 
together given that all other things are equal and the flexibility of the garden canes 
I am using is withiD the normal tolerance level for a 3ft sled say about l" flex with 
a 3oz weight applied near the end but normally this is not too limitiDg a factor m 
my designs unbke the problems as.c:Dc::iated with the stretchiDess of carrier bags 
especially tha:;e you get fro m Tesco and off the Duty Free on Sealink Boats bt.:rt 
probably the warst are the ores that th2 Kite Store gives you with a sled design 
aJready printed onto them which never work for me but then I'm probably so far 
ahead of them in design and fabrication that in fact I probably know more about 
sleds than anyone else and you may have seen some of my sleds flying at the 
BJackheath Kite Festival in a measured 35mph of wmd on some 20lb line I picked up 
cheap at the local surplus store which I can recom mehd as being really good stuff 
to fly your sleds on as long as they are less than 1023 sq. inches in area although I 
have flown some of my large light wmd sleds (you know, about Bsq feet of sail 
area) on it in winds up to 9.3mph without them breaking the line but you must be 
careful about the wmd speed and should measure it using a wmd speed meter :like 
this one I got from the Yacht shop around the comer the other day so that I could 
evaluate my designs pro:p=rly and corn e to pro:p=r sc:ientlfic conclusions about thejy 

performance allowmg me to design a sled suitable for flying in any conditions 
although I doubt anyone else will be able to duplicate my techniques for making 
sleds because it takes a lot of time and practice to make a really good one that 
you can just take out and tos:; up into the crir and expect to fly well under all 
conditions :like when I went down to Dorset on the coast one week and it did 
nothing but blow a gale all the time so I had to use my SW5l/3/DV (Strong Wmd, 
design no 51,3 stick, doubly vented sled - I mvented this nomencJature myself and 
thiDk all kite fliers should use it) which is arnolutely fantastic in these conditions 
but then agam my VSW34/2/SV sled would probably have flown as well under these 
conditions although I have heard reports from other members of my group whom we 
:like to call the Sled Lovers Appreciation Group and you may have seen my cloth 
badge which bears the initials of our organisation on my cap next to all my other 
ones ........... .. 

Now you know why we do not sell sleds. 

We give them away. 

69 Neal street, Covent Garden, London WC2H 9PJ. 
Tel; 01-836 1666 
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