


























ZEPHYRLITE 70 
SLIM TISSUE DELTA USING SHEETS 35\" x 23%" 

BASED ON THE BILL LEE SPECIAL ONE SHEET TISSUE DELTA 

(KITE LINES SUMMER 1977.) 
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BY DAVID BLOOM AND TONY SLATER Of SHREWSBURY. 
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INVENTED, PAINTED AND ENGRAVED BY WM, HOGARTH. 
PUBLISHED MARCH 25th 1738 ACCORDING TO ACT OF PARLIAMENT. 

Courtesy of Rino Milone, Rome. 



Please find enclosed a 'to scale' drawing of my new kite. You will notice that 
I have included a drawing of the kite in it ' s original form. (Below, not to 
scale}. I wanted a winged kite but of my own design and star-ted off w1th the 
wings only fitted with a spine and two spars going straight across from wi ng­
tip to wing-tip but found that it simply tipped from one side to the other 
without rising from the ground. I checked it for balance and finding it 
alright in that respect decided to put a backward angle n don ' t know the 
technical terms) on the wings thinking that it might overcome the problem and 
so I fitted, what amounts to, a keeled diamond to the front of the wirH;ts with 
the spar in two pieces. I fitted each spar to, say-, the right wing-tip t hen 
passed it back along the back of the wing to a point just to the left of the 
spine where it passed through a hole in the left Wl ;;g and then along the bac k 
of the diamond to the left tip. I did t he same on the other side so ttiat the 
two spars crossed each other immediate! -/ behind the spine. I then fitted the 
bracing, in the form of two equal lengths of nylon line, from each tip of the 
diamond to the corresponding tip of each wing to prevent the kite from folding 
up. However it was all a waste of time because it still wouldn ' t fly. Again it 
simply sped along to one side or the other about a foot up from the ground on 
it's side before crashing to the ground. I tried altering the towing point and 
tried flying it in different wind strengths but to no avail. 

I have a copy of both David Pelham's and Ron Moulton's books and so had a look 
through both to try and find an answer and finally settled for a copy of David 
Pelham's "Winged Box Variant" on page 199 using my wings and his triangular 
box. What I didn't take into account however was the fitting of the spars to 
keep the wings angled back at 15 degrees. I ' ve read somwhere that that is the 
the ideal angle for kite wings. Anyway, that is my problem. How and where do I 
fit spars to give me the wing angles that I need. I will be most grateful if 
someone can come up with an answer. With NINE failures out of eleven designs 
behind me I am getting desperate. 

RON REEVE 
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HERE& THERE 

We have received s ome more details abDLit the Kit e Ael-i al Photography 
Worldwide Association. 
have been stated to be -

The act ivities and projects of 

Plans of ki tes espec i al ly adapted for kite phot ography . 

the association 

A column dealing with photo techniques using diff erent types of 
equipment, photo, movie camera, vi deo etc. 

A description a nd 
the market. 

' I. .... pos"£:-ibl e ot! analysis of 

A "New equipment a or nove l ties column . 

the equipment proposed O fi 

The description of ntricks a.nd shot- tcuts '" used by cor-respondents. 

The "Souveni r chest " which vlill call on old or r-ecent e :" periences lived 
by membet-s. 

"Questions and answer s " the most enlightening column of al i, from ~- eaders 

in al l parts of the world. 

And last but not l east, a r- egular publ i cation of photographs taken by 
kite and sent by members. 

The association also intends to or ganise cont ests of photographs take n by' 

kite, to select, country by country, the most appealing photographs, in 
order to put them at the disposal of kite fli ers clubs in e very member 
country for e}:h ibits or publication and to attract attention of the press 
and T.V. networks in the countries of the members of the association a nd 
on the interest of our work. 

If you are interested in joi ni ng the association write to Michel 
DUSARIEZ, Avenue Capi tai ne Piret i4, ii50 Brussel <:::., Bel<;;ium. 

A short clipping f r om a national dai ly follows:- "A Chinese resident in 
Liverpool, Dr Da Bei Feng, who describes h imself as Hthe Pi casso of the 
skies," has comolained to the Commission for Rac ial Equal i ty alleg ing 
that the North Wales Arts Association was racially discriminatory when it 
refused to interview him f or a pro j ect to teach kite f lying " . 

The Daily Telegraph. The following has been e }: tracted from an artic le 
decr ib ing the army post on St. Kilda. 

"Displayed in "The Puff Inn• is the coffin of Warrant Of f i cer Class 2 
T.Bear - a distinguished and increasingly promot ed Teddy Bear who us ed to 
be par achuted down on to St. Kil da 1n the Seventies to check the wind 
direction on the s mall dropping zone before each ai r drop of supplies a nd 
mai l . 

"Sadly on May 15 1973 his parachute failed to open . After a f ormal 
inquest and the subsequent issue of his death certificate the gallant 
bear was p lac ed inside a suitably inscr i bed cof fin which was then give n 
an honour-ed place in the midst of t hose he had ser ·v·e d so well n . 



The Southampton Echo of August 2~1th had a feature about Cody. It seeats 
t hat a hLge collection of his possesions is about to be given on loan to 
the Museum of Army Flying at Middle Wallop to go with the Cody display 
a l rea.dy present>; The possessions include engines, propellors, 
photographs~ drawings and documents. Accora1ng to our sources of 
infor mation the collection does not incl ude any kites but does have some 

(,!lhi l-::;t we wen~-'- " Ber l in for the Festival ~"•e came across a childs toy. It 
con s ists of a blue cloud, two strings wi t h balls on the end and a bright 
yell ow kite wit h eyes, nose and ears. Made of wood with cotton cord it is 
an attractive decoration for the wall. Called DRAGO 2177 it is made by 
Selecta Spiel zeug. 

Seen in Boots. An air freshener, smell unknown, but with a box kite in 
the design on t he can s 

There seems to be a number of 
Details and confirmations 

large festivals in the pipeline for next 
have not yet been received but we will 

let y w u know as soon as possible if any of them materialise. 

t'ialvet-r; Kites ar-e going to be starting a new collectors fad. Christmas 
Kites. These kites ~Ji 11 have a screen printed design and only produced 
fDr Christmas. The idea is to have a limited edition of the kites and to 
have a new design 

Malvern Kites has 
Kite Rock. This 
Price unknown so 

each year. 

also bought the flavour of the seaside to the shop. 
rock will have a kite design going all the way through. 

contact the shop. 

From the Midland Kite Fliers. Samuel Franklin Cody sweatshirts with a 
screen printed design. The design can be seen on page 50 of Pelham. Price 
£10.00 each. For further details contact Bill Souten, 76 Ox hi 11 Road, 
HandsworthJ Birmingham, B21 9RH 

We were lucky enough 
Festival in Berlin this 
Malcolm Goodman, Jilly 
ourselves. 

to be invited to the Second International Kite 
September. Britain was quite well represented in 
Pelham, Jane and Martin Lester, Julian Smith and 

Once we managed to rescue our kites from customs Michael Stelzer who eo­
runs Vom Winde Verweht in Berlin gave us a whirlwind tour of the city 
before dropping us at the kite shop. The shop is very impressive with a 
large stock of kites, lines and books with many things imported from the 
states. We were all made very weclome and each given a nationallity 
badge. There was quite a diverse group of kitefliers from Holland, 
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France, Sweden , Denmar k , Italy and many from Ge r many ( includ ing a couple 
from East Ger many). 

That evening the kiteflyer-s resided in the nonstop caf e (rJh ich is ope n 24 
hours a day) and some k i tefl iers stayed until brea k f ast wa s ser\,.ed .. 1 

The next day <Saturday}was the first f lying da y' . The site was in the 
national garden festiva l wh i c h had a ma j e sti c setting with many l a ke s, 
landscaped gardens, sculptures etc . The kite f ie l d i tself was set i n a 
slight bowl with t he skyline domi nated by trees j ust t urning autumnal 
gold. Quite a picture , unf or t unately t he wind was gentle and mos t of t he 
superb kites stayed f i rmly on t he ground unles s the y had e nergetic owners 
who were prepared to r un . . . 

The festi val had many spectator s and t he l. ... e ather l ooked good for t he ne ?~ t 

day where unfortunatel ·y· we had t h e win d but also rain wh i e h came in 
the earl y afternoon. For tunately a l lowi ng s ome b i g kites t o fly. 

Ne1: t years festival date 
event on a larger site. 

has alrea dy been 
All than ks must 

set an d the y hope 
go to Mi chael and 

t o hDld 
Chri s 

+-~. 1"'"'­
'- 1 i C 

f or 
making this festival s uc h a s uccess a nd we look forward to the next one . 

The following is a 1 i st of kite shops around t he c ount.-y 

The Kite Store 69, Neal Street, Covent Garden , London WC2H 9PJ - tel Oi -
836 1666. Mail order available. 

The Kite and Balloon Company, 613 Garratt Lane, London SW18 4SU - te l Oi-
946 5962. Mail m-der available. 

The Kite and Balloon Company , 27 Essex Street, Birmi ngham B5 4RT - tel 
021-622 2331. Mail order available . 

Malvern Kites, The Warehouse, St.Ann ' s Road, Great Malvern, Wares, WR14 
4PZ - tel 06845 65504. Mai l order available. 

Greens Kites, 336 Colne Road, Burnley, Lane s BBlO lED- tel 0282 39650. 
Mail order available. 

The following is a l ist of established local groups throughout the 
country. For further details contact the re l e va nt gr oup. 

Brighton Kiteflyers (B.K.F. J Greg Locke, 
by sea, Sussex, BN4 6HR 

49 Greenways Crescent, Shoreham 

Croydon Kitefliers (C.K.F. } Ron Moody, 6 1 Beauchamp Road, Sutton , SM1 2PY 

Essex Kite Group CE.K . GJ Elleen Pike, 34 Mor time r Road, Rayleigh, Essex 

Great Ouse Kitefl i ers (G.O. K.F.} E.A.Fleming , _ 10 La1; ton C lose~ Ea t on 
Ford , St Neots ~ Cambr i dgeshire, PE19 3AR. 

Midland Kiteflier s CM.K.F ) Bill Souten, 76 Oxhil l Road ~ Handswm-th, 
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~ortnern K1te Group 
CWi2 3DD . 

<N.K.G.), 

Wesse ~ Kite Group CW . K.G. ) , 
To::t .:.rl "J Har.ts. 

Ian Walton , 50 Park Lane, Congleton, Cheshire, 

David Webster , 16 Br ac kle-; Way, Hammonds Green, 

·rm- k Ki t e Fli ers (Y.K.F . ) Anne Hoski ns, _ Dewsbury Terrace, York Y01 !HA 

ln the last i s : .ue we put foniard the i. J ea that if ki tefliers wanted to 
start , or- j oin, a salall gt-odp 1n theH- c;wn area that they should let us 
l.:now . People actuall y botr·;e r ed to re -=;pond and the addresses ar-e as 
fellows. 

Br i an Geldart and L.J.Symons 
around the Godsworthy area, 

L.J.Symons, J u Les Gla, 
Barnst apl e, Nor th Devon. 

are trying to organise kite fly- i ns mainly 
near Tavistoc k, Dartmoor. Contact Address 
East Waytown, Goodleigh Road, Snapper, 

Geoff Ad ams and the Peacoc k family woul d like to form an informal group 
i n ;; t·!o r12.ns Land " (Wheathamsted Common, Herts.) Contact Addresses - Geoff 
Adarr.s, 6 Pembridge Close, Bovingdon, Herts HP3 OQH Tel. 0442 833736 and 
Carole and Al an Peacock, 61 Windmill Avenue, St. Albans, Herts. Tel. 0727 
.L ·-:=Ci-'71 u.,;_ ' I .l T 

Group. 
Goodman has suggested that he be 
Contact address - Malcolm Goodman , 

Saltburn-by-s.ea, Cl eveland } TS12 2QL. 

the contact for a Cleveland 
44 Huntcliffe Drive, Brotton, 

Mr . A.J.Jones ~oul d be interested in joining/starting a group in the 
Watfor d area . Contact address Mr A.J.Jones, 50 Oxhey Road, Watford, 
Herts, ~JDi 4QQ. Tel . 0923 29400. 

Pl ease write to us if you also wish to join a group or even better start 
a group in your area. 

interest in some of the European 
The following is a list of groups. 
write to the group concerned. 

A lot of readers have expressed an 
gr oups we mention from time to time. 
Fo~ details of membership fees please 

Cerf -Volant Club de France (C.V.C.F.>, Boite Postale 186, 7562 Paris 
Cede}: 13. 
Drachen Club Deutschland (D.C.D.>, Farnstrasse 29, d-2000 Hamburg 63 , 
West Germany. 
Le Nouveau Cervoliste Belge <N.C.B.>, 45 rue de la Houssiere, B5873 
Hevillers, Belgium. 
Associazione Italiana Aquilonisti <A.I.A.>, via Dandolo 19/a, i-00153, 
Roma. 
Nederland Vlieger Gezelschap <N.V.G.>, Meendaal 39, 6228 GE Maastricht. 
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KITE DESIGN 

DRIEMASTER by JAN PIETER KUIL-

Reproduced from the Nederlands Vli eger Gezelschap magazine. 

The Dutch loosely translates as follows: 

Because the flags are asymmetrical you may find that the left hand 
bridle will require shortening. 

A six l eg bridle 

- requ i res a dro .gue 

~. - Gent l e to moderate wind. 

I 
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THE KITE SOCIETY 
31, Grange Road , llford , Essex IG1 1 EU 

INTE:--.:ESTED IN ~<::=I TES? 

Are you wonder-ing if there are any groups or- o r gani sations you can join? 
THE KITE SOCI ETY could be the answer. 
The KITE SOCIETY was created to e ncourage c ommunication between kitefliers, 
no\l i ce an d t he e x per-t . 
The be nef i ts of membersh ip include 

both the 

A quarterl y publication of a nev;s letter to which members are encouraged to 
communicat e. Plus ki te pl a n s , kite n ews a nd details of events a r ound the 
country~ both national and local. 
I n surance cover i n respect of public l1 ability. <United Kingdom only). 
Disc o unt at k ite shops throughout the U.K. and Europe. 
Organised tri ps to interna tional ki t e festivals. 

MEMBEHSHIF' FEE= 
£4.00 pe r jear for the U. K. £6.00 per year for the rest of Europe. All other countries 
£6 . 00 Lane Mail or £8.00 Air Mail . 
For- t:-.1 s iTn?inb e r s wi i l n~cei v e four issues of Ki tef 1 iers Occasional Newsletter and the 
bene fits as listed above. 
S~ippiementary membership for a member living at the same address £2 .00. For t his low 
cost f ee a membership car d wi ll be issued (for discount) and the insurance becomes 
a pp l u:abl e. 
METHDDS OF F"AYf1ENT. 
Al l cheques, postal order s or money oFders should be made payable to the KITE SOCIETY. 

I WISH TO JOI N THE KITE SOCIETY AND ENCLOSE A CHEQUE I POSTAL OF:DER I MONEY ORDER i CASH 
FOR MADE PAYABLE TO THE KITE SOC IETY . 

t·JaiT:e ... .. ..................... >I ••••• ••••••••••• Supplementary members 

Address 

POST CODE • • .. • • • • • • • • • • TELEPHOf\JE !"JO •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

PLEASE SEND THIS FOF:M ~~ITH PAYMENT TO THE ABOVE ADDRESS. 

Badges a r e also available. These 4 " .. , ·-:·" 

badges with the words " The Ki te Society" 
{no logo) eEnbt-oider-ed on them cost £1.8~). 

Ba ckg r Dund colou r can be black Dr ~Jhi t e . 
Thread colour c an be one of Red , White, 
Bl ue :: Ye l low ~ !Jreen, Bl ack or- Oran ge . TL 

_;_I 

yo u a r e i Gterest ed send us details of 
~ c l oG~ c ho ice a nd c he q ue or P .O . 
payab l e to Tne K1te Soc iet y . 

made 



Advertisement 

Great Kiting Bores of our Time 
No.l4 The Man who goes to Every Kite Festival 

11 D'you know I've been to nearly every Kite Festival that has been 
held this year all over the World including that one in China at Wei 
Fang where I saw some really amazing paper and silk kites being 
flown by the Chinese although they didn't fly as well as my 
Compactum type 3 folding sled with trailing edge spoilers and 
interstitial pressure relief valves (see last ad-Ed.) which I first flew 
at the Singapore Kite Festival earlier in the year next to Martin 
Lester who was flying a Shark kite which is really a little too 
surrealistic for my liking but then again when I next saw one of his 
kites in Washington DC at the Spring Smithsonian Kite Festival it 
was a somewhat more kitey subject in that it was at least a model 
of a bird- a Flamingo which won a prize for the most realistic bird 
representation at the Festival - however the kite he was flying in 
Scheveningen in Holland was instantly recognisable as a Canada 
Goose and this one was flying extremely well (!-Ed.) despite the 
extremely bumpy windy (and wet and cold and unsunny) conditions 
which reminds me of the nice, warm, dry sunny day I spent at the 
Bath Kite Festival where Martin Lester was spotted flying a Bald 
Eagle in wind conditions I can only describe as uncooperative- you 
know- one second the Kite is up, the next it's down ( usually in the 
nearest tree) but even so his Yakko Stakk was flying reasonably well 
later on in the day just before I had to go home so the next time I 
saw him flying at Cervia in Italy where he had all his kites with 
him- Eagle, Shark, Bald Eagle, Canada Goose, Flamingo, Space 
Shuttle, Albert Ross but no Yakko Stakk which he said he had left at 
home this time as it was a little big to carry onto a plane I asked 
hi m to show me how well a Canada Goose would fly in reasonable 
conditions because I was tempted to purchase one for my collection 
of Kites back home which I have accumulated from all over the 
world over the past few years as a result of all my travels to far 
away places including one I picked up in Ceylon made from paper and 
cane in the shape of a Black Crow which I think would make a great 
subject for the next Martin Lester Bird Type kite and I went so far 
as to suggest this to him at a Kite Festival in Berlin last week 
where I saw him flying some more of his kites in the slightly damp 
conditions that prevailed that weekend although when I came back to 
England on my way to the AKA convention in San Diego the 
weather was really nice so I went out and flew my Canada Goose 
which Martin had made for me which reminds me - When does Martin 
get time to actually make kites ? .......... 11 

Martin Lester Kites available from the Kite Store 

Occasionally. 

69 Neal Street, Covent Garden, London WC2H 9PJ. 
Tel; 01-836 1666 
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