












































D.I.Y. KITES No. 2 "Grauniad"
A complete sheet of newsprint, sticky tape, some thin dowel and a spot of origami
will produce this novel diamond variant.
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ROOK REVIEWS 5till got that book token left over from Christmas?

Clive Hart; "Kites: an historical survey" {(2nd edition), pub. Appel, New York
1982, Softback 210pp. $13.95. Rather than bring the classic first edition up-to-date,
Prof. Hart has expanded the already considerable material on the Asian origins of
kites and their early European history. There are several new black and white
pictures, some borrowed from his other book "Your Book of Kites" (now out of print),
but if you already have the first edition there is 1little to warrant making this
additional purchase.

Dorothy Harley Erber; "Genius at Work: Images of Alexander Graham Bell", pub.
Viking, New VYork 1982. Hardback 192pp. #$16.95. This latest biographical work
concentrates exclusively on Bell’'s aviational work at the turn of the century, the
period of his famous tetrahedral kites. The book relies heavily on eye-witness
accounts from the few remaining survivors from those pioneering days and makes for
good reading, although it is rather lacking in "technical’ information. There are,
though, several previously unpublished pictures of Bell and his kites and, despite
the price, would make a worthy addition to any tetrahedrophile’'s bookshelf.

Both books are currently available only in the US but can be obtained through the
Kitelines bookstore.

*

KITING ANNIVERSARIES

January 7 First crossing of Channel by balloon, Jean-Pierre
Blanchard (Fr) and John Jeffries (USA), 1785.

January 8 William A. Eddy born, 1850.

George Pocock’'s "Char-volant", horseless carriage pulled
by kites, given its first run, 1822.

February 1 Indoor kite flying record set by Carl Brewer and Tom
Sisson, Seattle, USA, 9 hours 13 minutes, 1979.
March 1 Farafoil patent filed by Domina C. Jalbert, 1967.

Brighton Kite Flyers, bBreg Locke, 53 New Road, Shoreham by Sea, BN4 4RB



GENERAL INTEREST

The British Standard Institute News was emblazoned with a large Dan Leigh
Delta on its latest issue’s cover. The kite had a large B.5.1. kite mark on
it, and was flown at Lambeth, London, recently during the launch of a new
joint B.S.I./Society of British Bas Industries scheme and safety campaign.

"The specially built SBGI/BSI kite was supplied by aeronautical engineer Dan
Leigh, 2.25m long by 3m wide, the only other similar model is in the Tuscon
Museum in Arizona.”

According to Peter Walter {of Malvern Kites) the BSI aight be willing to
sponsor a kite festival later this year.

Any kiteflier able to put on a kiteflying demonstration at a school in Morden,
Surrey, during March 1986 please get in touch wth us. The demonstration is to
be in conjunction with a topic on wind and flight that a class of 5 and &6 year
olds are undertaking.

More kite trivia from our roving reporter Terence White:-

The Kite Society is mentioned in a brief paragraph about kites in W.H. Saith’s
19846 Students Diary. There is also a photo of the superb dragon kite head
taken from the cover of "Chinese Kites" by Kin Kan and Susan Hsieh.

Woman®s World magazine - fAugust issue — had an article about Breakfast Tiae
T.V.”’s weatherman Francis Wilson. A superb two page panoramic photo of
Hampstead Heath showed Francis with wife and son flying a Ferrari.
Unfortunately the photo is inset with six family/home snaps.

T.V. Times magazine a while ago carried a where are they now’ article on
comedian Michael Bentine. It mentioned his life long love of kites and
kiteflying. A photo accompanied the article showing Michael with a keeled
malay.

Seen in Tesco’s, the best kite mugs yet. White Japanese made mugs with superb
full colour kite designs. The kites shown include box, malay, hexagon, bird,
dragon, square, vyakko, a diamond train and even an oddity like the +flying
wedge! At least six different designs, each set against a background. Price
£1.49 each.

Kites feature on the blanks/dummies('!) for some W.H.Saiths photo frases.

B.B.C. T.V’s *Tomorrow’s World’ recently had a feature about a new asethod of
launching hang gliders. Using a specially converted power winch it enables
take-offs from level ground instead of the usual hillside/cliff. A dual-line
kite {type/make unidentified) was shown to demonstrate the principle and
acknowledge the idea was taken from the launch/winching up of tethered kites.

A ’bird kite® of sorts features in the film "Mad Max : Beyond the
Thunderdome". It also doubles as a sail for a makeshift raft.

Women’s Weekly magazine recently carried an article about Julia Foster. It
mentioned her love of making things and sewing in particular. A photo showed
Julia and her son launching a large appliqued malay she had made for hiam.
Julia has also had a book published called "Patchwork" (Elm Tree Books,£9.95).
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GENERAL INTEREST

The last chapter of which is devoted to making the malay previously mentioned.
Julia acknowledges help from Andy King at the Kite Store and has a nice word
for kitefliers in general. She also cites Pelham’s Penguin "Kites" as the
ideal reference book.

A Wau Bulan featured in the Malaysia Travel Tours autumn T.V advertisement
campaign.

A paragraph in the Evening Argus Gifts Supplement 10/12/85 reads as follows
- "Kites are now tipped for a come back. Cleverly designed to fly happily in
aost weather conditions and better looking than ever before (and never needing
pieces of newspaper "fed" up the string to keep them aloft). They are making a
welcome reappearance in the shops”. Do they know something we don’t?, but then
again they are preaching to the converted!

The Kite Store were talking about some of the unusual customers they have had,
such as David GSteel, but perhaps the best was the Archbishop of York who
bought {(can you guess?) a purple Flexifoil, nice ecclesiastical colour but a
Flexifoil?? ... the aind boggles.

As we reported in a previous Kiteflier, recently Ken Sams hit the headlines in
many of the national newspapers. The story was how Ken had been fined £10.00
for flying his U.F.O. kite in Hyde Park high enough to appear on Heathrow
airport’s radar. Obviously the publicity paid off because not long after he
made the newspapers again and he even had an interview on Radioc 2!.

Apparently Ken has teamed up with Action Games and Toys to market a slightly
different version of the kite. It is being manufactured in Taiwan and should
be in the shops by April or May, under the name of Sky Runner.

The kite consists of a wing with a swivel in the middle for line attachsent,
the lift is generated by the kite spinning (i.e. like a rotor kite).

Apparently two features make it radically different from previous spinning
kites, firstly the wing incorporates four open—-ended cylinders which act as
sails by catching the wind and causing the wing to spin - air rushing through
them creates lift and the kite takes off, secondly the cross section of the
wing parts joining the cylinders is flat, to act as an aerofoil, providing
additional lift.

The kite is made froam Mylar and glassfibre, is one and half feet long and
weighs half an ounce. Sams says that it can reach a height of 800 feet and
because of low resistance can be flown on sewing thread and although it needs
wind to launch once the kite is up it needs hardly any breeze, because as
gravity pulls it towards the ground the wind rush is enough to cause the wing
to spin and send it up again. The kite should retail at about £4.50.

Some sad news from America. Will Yolen died recently. Will was well known
amongst the kiting community, being both author of several kite books, perhaps
his best known being ’The Complete Book of Kites and Kiteflying®’, and being
both the founder and president of the International Kiteflyers Association.
We feel sure that he will be sorely missed among the Kite Community.
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OCTOSLED

"Ooch look Dave is out flying his corsets again.” ..... a strange comment from
Tony Slater to his wife one Saturday afternoon.

The "Corsets " were, in fact, two guadra sleds or multiple sleds flown linked,
side by side. A sight which should have been seen at the Shrewsbury Kite
festival in June, but unfortunately, prevented, due to an untimely gust
lifting the kite base over apex during preparation and causing a jumbo line
tangle among its TEN bridle lines.

The guadra sled {half of the octosled) is basically very simple, just four
fairly small sleds like the one shown here, made of polythene bin bags, {(mine
was alternate black and red with a sguare, alright trapezoid) vent, which flew
fine as a one off, still stable as a twin, and trouble free as a quad.

Joining was achieved using double sided tape all round one "ear" of one sled,
to attach it to the next. Be careful, and think about what you are doing.

Sticky tape attaches the 1/8" dowel to the rear of the joined panel, not all
the way down, but at the top, bottom, side of the vent and once more half way
up.

Eyelets are fixed into all five "ears" and then starts the fun, fixing the
bridle lines.

Cut five lengths of line about ten feet long, and attach each one to an "ear®.
{Suggest a bowline is best for this one, it does not work loose so easily.)
Tie the extreme left line to a small split ring or key ring, using the ’round
turn and two half hitches®, and then the extreme right line, making sure both
lines are the same length.

Now pin the gquad sled to a board or beam, keeping it flat and fully extended.
Keeping tension on the two lines already fixed, pick up one of the other three
lines and attach it to the ring, preferably in its correct order. Repeat until
all five lines are fastened with reasonably equal tension on all lines.

A piece of thick dowel or broom handle passed through the ring acts as an
excellent centre to wind the bridle lines onto, and a couple of saw cuts on
the ends keep rubber bands safely in the position when all the lines are fully
wound on.

Even with this discipline. unaccountable twists still magically take place. To
prevent the sleds beating in and out like an old accordian, slip a three foot
length of 18 gauge piano wire through the eyelet holes with a rubber ’stopper’
each side of the end "ears®. The rubber ’stopper’ is simply a 1/4" square of
old car inner tube with a hole bodged through the centre with a slim, sharp
spike. Pushed onto the piano wire, the friction is sufficient to stop the
"ears" leaving the piano wire.

When preparing to fly your gquad, use great care and adequate weights to hold
the quads down with "ears” upwards, and allow unrolling the bridles, attaching
the line and getting out enough line for the launch. (Don’t forget a pin to
anchor the reel end.) When all is ready, carefully remove the weights, control
the set of sleds by holding out flat to the breeze, and when a slight surge
comes, launch gently. Usually it climbs straight up keeping a horizontal

altitude and adopts a good steep line angle. "Dirty"” gusts have been known to
make it do a slow loop, but it has very few vices and is certainly an eye
catching novelty.
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Now for the octosled bit. This is simply two quadra sleds clipped together
side by side. Ordinary dress press studs are used for this.

Decide which ends are to be joined and place the two matching ends together.
With a leather punch cut a 1/8" or 3/32 diameter hole through both thickness
near the top and bottom of the "ear" and near the eyelet hole.

Put the mating parts of the press stud through the hole and snap them
together. Put a patch of sticky tape over the back of both parts. Repeat for
the two studs. The two quads can now be snapped apart whenever required, for
transporting or flying separately.

The piano wires need to be joined as well to avoid a difficult packing
problem. A short length of close fitting brass tube is soldered to the end of
one piano wire and the two halves held together with a *lock slip” tag on each
half, and a rubber band pulling the two halves together.

Naturally, great care wmust be taken when dealing with ten bridles on two
rings, or else a 1lot of patience is needed to sort out the tangle. This is
where the split ring is invaluable, all 1lines can be slipped off the ring,
untangled and slipped back on the ring again, held between the two halves of
the split. Both bridle sets must, of course, be identical to be able to fly in
the same single line. As an exercise in the control of temper and single
mindedness in times of great vexation, this cannot be beaten ... go to it!!
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HERE AND THERE

News of a new kite group (information supplied by the secretary) -
Snowdonia Balloon, Kite and Hang—gliding Club had it’s first public seeting on
25th Octcber 1984 and was initially formed as a pressure group against low
flying jets which use the Ogwen Valley as a training run with Bethesda,
situated at the end of the valley, being used as a mock war target, and it is

one of the club’s aims to get them banned from flying through such a highly
populated valley.

"In our valley live several keen kite builders/flyers and model hot air
balloonists some of which have aspirations to fly hang gliders and full size
hot air balloons, so we formed our club as a blanket organisation covering
several alternative uses of airspace. S5ince we formed we have organised two
*peace fairs” in conjunction with our local woodcraft, folk and C.N.D. groups.

At one of these events we had the C.N.D. hot air balloon but, unfortunately,
it was too windy to fly it. However they did fly their 15ft wingspan delta
which was a beautiful sight pictured against the mountains. We are currently
involved in a project to build a similar kite of our own. We wanted to build a
larger delta but we don’t have winching gear (yet!).

We have also organised several free kite workshops for children which have
been very successful. We have held these during school holidays, at the local

hospital and during “art for all’ week in nearby Bangor when we also did kite
flying displays.

We are keen to communicate with kiteflyers and kiteflying groups everywhere
and will gladly answer any letters we receive. If you would like to support
us,
silk screened membership card,
stickers and newsletters as and when produced.

Jones, Treasurer, 57 Braichamelyn, Bethesda, Gwynedd.

our membership fee is only £1.00 a year for which you get a beautifully
a hand coloured badge, two hand coloured
Please send S.A.E.

to Davi
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EVENTS LIST

19th January Hylands Park, Chelmsford, Essex. E.K.G. Fly-in.
26th January Wickford Memorial Park, Essex. E.K.G6. Fly-in.
9th February Grafham Water, Cambs. G.0.K.F. Fly-in.
i6th February Thorndon Park, Brentwood, Essex. E.K.G. Fly-in.
9th March Grafham Water, Cambs. G.0.K.F. Fly-in.
Socuth Weald Park, Brentwood, Essex. E.K.G. Fly-in.
30th March Easter Festival, Blackheath, London. B.K.A. Festival.
31ist March Easter Festival, Blackheath, London. B.K.A. Festival.
6th April Thorndon Park, Brentwood, Essex. E.K.G. Fly-in.
13th April Ferry Meadows, Peterborough. G.0.K.F. Fly-in.
20th April 6reat Bentley Green, Colchester, Essex. E.K.G. Fly-in.
26th April Spring Kite Festival, Berlin. V.V.W. Festival.
27th April Spring Kite Festival, Berlin. V.V.W. Festival.
4th May 0ld Warden Aerodrome, Biggleswade, Beds. B.K.F.A. Festival.
11th May Grafham Water, Cambs. 6.0.K.F. Fly-in.
24th May Brighton Festival, North Sheepcote Valley. B.K.F. Festival
25th May Brighton Festival; North Sheepcote Valley. B.K.F. Festival.
3ist ﬂay York Kite Festival, Knavesmire, York. Y.K.F. Festival.
Ferry Meadows, Peterborough. G.0.K.F. Festival
ist June York Kite Festival, Knavesmire, York. Y.K.F. Festival
Ferry Meadows, Peterborough. G.0.K.F. Festival.
i3th June Scheveningen Kite Festival, Holland. V.0. Festival
to
15th June Scheveningen Kite Festival, Holland. V.0. Festival.
22nd June Petworth Kite Day, Petworth, Sussex. P.F. Festival
25th June Cervia Kite Festival, Cervia, Italy. C.V. Festival
to
29th June Cervia Kite Festival, Cervia, Italy. C.V. Festival.
2%th June Blackheath Summer Rally, Blackheath, London. B.K.A. Festival.
6th July Shrewsbury Kite festival. M.K.F. Festival.
13th July Riverside Park, 5t. Neots, Cambs. G.0.K.F. Fly-in.
20th July Derby Kite Festival, Derby Racecourse. M.K.F. Festival. Provisional
26th July Wessex Kite Festival, Netley, Southampton. W.K.G. Festival
27th July Wessex Kite Festival, Netley, Southampton. W.K.G. Festival.
10th August Grafham Water, Cambs. G.0.K.F. Fly-in.
24th August Bournemouth Kite Festival, Hengistbury Head. W.K.G. Festival.
6th September Aldham Kite Day, Marks Tey, Colchester, Essex. E.K.G. Festival
Malvern Kite Weekend, Malvern, Worcs. M.K. Festival
7th September Malvern Kite Weekend, Malvern, Worcs. M.K. Festival.
13th September Festival of the Air, Newcastle upon Tyne. W.A.C. Festival.
14th September Festival of the Air, Newcastle upon Tyne. W.A.C. Festival.
14th September Ferry Meadows, Peterborough. G.0.K.F. Fly-in
19th September Berlin International Kite Festival, Berlin. V.V.W. Festival.
to
2ist September Berlin International Kite Festival, Berlin. V.V.W. Festival.
13-i4 September Dieppe International Kite Festival, France. Festival
Sth October ~ 01d Warden Aerodrome, Biggleswade. B.K.F.A. Festival.
18th October Copenhagen Kite Festival, Denmark. Festival.
.K.6. Essex Kite broup, 34 Mortiser Road, Rayleigh, Essex.
6.0.K.F. Great Ouse Kite Fliers, 10 Laxton Close, Eaton Ford, St. Neots, Casbs.
K Voe Winde Verweht, Eisenacher Strasse 81, 1000 Berlin 62, Mest Gersany
B.K.F. Brighton Kite Flyers, 53 New Road, Shorehaa by Sea, West Sussex.
Y.K.F. York Kite Fliers, 2 Dewshury Terrace, York.
V.0, Vlieger Op, Weteringkade Sa, 2315 AK, Den Haag, Holland.
N.KF Nidland Kite Fliers, 76 Oxhill Road, Handsworth, Birmingham, B21 9RH
N.K.G. Messex Kite Group, 16 Brackley Way, Hamaonds Green, Totton, Hants, S04 JHN.
K. Halvern Kites, The Warehouse, 5t Ann’s Road, Great Malvern, Worcs. WRi4 4P1.




KITE SOCIETY
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THE KITE SOCIETY SWEATSHIRTS

High quality, 50% Polyester 50% Cotton mix, crew neck, fleece lined sweatshirts.

BT

Available in either White or Grey Marl with a black logo on the left breast.
SIZES: 36" (S), 38" (M), 40/42" (L), 44" (XL), 46" (XXL).
The Kite Society logo is approximatley 90mm by 130mm in size.
PRICE £10.00 each plus £1.00 for post and packaging.

Delivery will take about 28 days. Cash with orders please....... sdls mwnie

THE KITE SOCIETY

31, Grange Road, llford, Essex IG1 1EU

INTERESTED IN KITES?

Are you wondering if there are any groups or organisations you can join?

THE KITE SOCIETY could be the answer.

The KITE SOCIETY was created to encourage communication between kitefliers, both the
novice and the expert.

The benefits of membership include :-

A quarterly publication of a newsletter to which members are encouraged to
communicate. Plus kite plans, kite news and details of events around the
country, both national and local.

Insurance cover in respect of public liability.(United Kingdom only).

Discount at kite shops throughout the U.K. and Europe.

Organised trips to international kite festivals.

MEMBERSHIP FEE:
£4.00 per year for the U.K. £46.00 per year for the rest of Europe. All other countries

£6.00 Land Mail or £8.00 Air Mail.
For this members will receive four issues of The Kiteflier and the benefits as

listed above.

Supplementary membership for a member living at the same address £2.00. For thi$ low
cost fee a membership card will be issued (for discount) and the insurance becomes
applicable.

METHODS OF PAYMENT.

All cheques, postal orders or money orders should be made payable to the KITE SOCIETY.

t!tt!!ttttltttt!t!lltllltlt‘!ll!lllltllttllltttttllttt!tl!ttlittttt!ttlltttltl!ltl

I WISH TO JOIN THE KITE SOCIETY AND ENCLOSE A CHEQUE / POSTAL ORDER / MONEY ORDER / CASH

EOR e W MADE PAYABLE TO THE KITE SOCIETY.

NAME .ssewssosssssdasacessosnnanannsssssssanss Supplementary members :—
ADArESS cissscscacscssnncssssssssasnsnsnnasns  sssssessasesvecsenssacesscannes
BOST BODE. « ioiitos s wevsn TELEPHONE MO oo s wiv e = acikiamin s a5 & 518

PLEASE SEND THIS FORM WITH PAYMENT TO THE ABOVE ADDRESS.

Badges are also available. These 4" x 2"
badges with the words “The Kite Society"
(no logo) embroidered on them cost £1.80.
Background colour can be black or white.
Thread colour can be one of Red, White,
Blue, Yellow, Green, Black or Orange. If
you are interested send us details of
colour choice and cheque or P.O. made
payable to The Kite Society.

d
ITE SOCIETY

21 Crange Road o Thex 1G1 TTU




Advertisement

Following our last few ads in this esteemed journal we have had a
number of suggestions for future mischief. These have included;-

Great Kiting Bores of Our Time
Nol5 The Man with Everything

Great Kiting Bores of Our Time
Nol6é Americans in Europe

Great Kiting Bores of Our Time
Nol7 The Man who researches the Ballistics of Teddy Bears.

Those who suggested the above will, for the present ,remain
anonymous however, for 1986, we ( actually 1) have decided to
behave and will tell you about what's new rather than disseminate
information on the activities of the miscreant few.

New kites- from Windy Kites a large externally supported
unicellular kite- the Multi Diamond ( t 46.00)- for light/medium
winds ( GRP support ring, ripstop sails)- from Martin Lester- 1.
the compact Space Shuttle ( £ 29.95)- GRP frame, screen printed
ripstop sail, self inflating- for steady medium winds- 2. Icarus
the flying man ( also known variously as Albert Ross, or in
Wales, Dai Dalus)- about 5.5ft high with a 6ft wingspan Icarus
has a wood and GRP frame and flies quite happily waving his legs
about in medium winds ( price= ¥ 90.00). And 3.- to special order
only- the prize winning Flamingo ( £t 110.00)- in realistic pink,
black and white- composite GRP and wood frame- ripstop sails-
nice. Vertical Visuals have produced a decidely improved version
of their Phoenix Stunter- reinforcement on nose, tie tabs and
tail- fully hemmed trailing edge- same price as before ( E18.75).

As you read this we should be receiving Kevlar flying line- not
cheap but interesting- Kevlar is strong, thin, incredibly
abrasive, dangerous to unprotected hands and probably the best
Kite flying line available. Since it doesn't stretch to any
appreciable degree your Deep Sky Reel ( Kite Store's own =
£21.95) will never collapse under stored load. Since it is thin
your Kite will always fly at the highest angle possible. Since it
is "solid" in feel Stunt Kite flying is something else- we should
have 50lb and 200lb breaking strain available- enquire for
price/lengths.

The Kite Store Ltd, 69 Neal Street, London WC2H 9P1J].
Tel; 01 836 1666
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