









































THE SHROFPSHIRE HOLDFAST

KITES AWAY! ...... We hope not, but it can happen as we know only too well.

The usual way to anchor large, heavy pulling kites is to belt a stout stake or
angle iron into the ground with a lump hammer.

Now all this heavy tackle is at an end with the Shropshire Holdfast.

Confessions first; this is a miniature dead crib, or adaptation shall we say,
of the Royal Engineer’s Ordnance Holdfast Picket used during the war and
later, to provide a very strong anchor point for such jobs as bridge building,
holding down aircraft, timber and steel erection, in fact any job requiring a
restraining force of several tons.

Now for the details of the Shropshire Holdfast. It is simply made out of a 12"
length of 1/16" thick steel angle section (1"x1") ,with a 3/8" diameter hole
drilled through the apex of the angle near one end, and then several 1/4"
diameter holes drilled on alternate sides through the webb of the angle.

Take a set of 10 round tent pegs from the local camping shop and if you have
the tackle, braze a close fitting washer to the peg near its top hook. (This
is not absolutely essential, but it does stop the angle lifting up the pin).

When ready to set up the holdfast, lay it on the ground in line with the
direction of pull, and push the pins through the 1/4" holes into the ground at
90 degrees to each other, rather like cross nailing a carpented junction. You
need 5 or 6 pins minimum with the first two close to the 3/8" main hole.

In the 3/8" hole, either fit a strong circular ring or a climbers karabiner.
The cheapest and most effective ring I have found is a screw link from a local
ironmonger, but please check that the working load stamped on the side is
adequate.

If you put your line through the ring, attach the kite, and walk downwind,
with your reel unrolling in one hand, and your kite in the other, you can then
launch the kite and tow it up by walking away from the anchor until a good
altitude is gained and finally making several turns around a pin in front of
the anchor. If the load is excessive go on again to another pin beyond it.

Dont be tempted to insert a pulley instead of a ring, you WANT FRICTION to
lessen the load on the front securing pins.

The holdfast has been used very successfully to hold a seven foot high Sanjo
Rokkaku with soft ground and as you know those can really pull.

If you feel that the upward pull of the kite will pull the front pins out of
the ground, remember that the resultant direction of pull lies somewhere

midway between the kite line and the 1line running forwards to the front
securing pins.

The Shropshire Group have carried out tests on the Holdfast and it is now
standard equipment for handling all our seven foot Rokkakus, about six of
them, {all of them made by Paul Morgan of Morgan Kites). We have found that
the Holdfast could stay put even when loaded with a 300 pound pull as
indicated on a 400 pound spring balance.

Note:— Have you any idea of how strong a 100 pound pull feels? It took two
of us to apply that 300 pound load and believe me that was some pull, neither
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THE SHROPSHIRE HOLDFAST
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THE SHROFSHIRE HOLDFAST

of us being exactly lightweight weaklings.

As a foot note to the origins of the Shropshire Holdfast, The Royal Engineers
Ordnance Holdfast uses an angle iron about a yard long with spikes of forged
steel, 1/2" diameter and 3 feet long. When used in good ground, it will take a
2 ton load from zero degrees to thirty degress upwards, three times this when
used in tandem (One behind the octher, linked.) and an amazing six times, when
used in a sixty degree vee formation with a common shackle or linked shackles
at a junction of the holdfasts.

This means that the Shropshire Holdfast will certainly take a 300 pounds
straight load , 900 pounds in tandem, and 1800 pounds in a vee formation!.

These load figures are true for all pulls applied from an angle of zero
degrees (i.e horizontal) up to thirty degree elevation, but they should be
diminished by fifty percent between thirty and forty five degree, and by
seventy five percent between forty five and sixty degrees.

Dont forget the previous hint that actual pull is somewhere between the main
kite line angle and the angle of the final anchoring line. (i.e the resultant
as shown by the dotted angle on the side view)

Further tests may show that the figures are too conservative anyway, but in
any case an increase in diameter of pins from 3/16" to 1/4" and length from 9"
to 12" will certainly yield benefits, but where does one stop?

Another useful field of investigation is the use of a "doggy spike". Some pet
shops sell dog anchors, something like a giant corkscrew which can be screwed
into the ground in front of the Shorpshire Holdfast, either to pass the main
kite line through, before going to the Holdfast, or used as a securing pin, to
carry a strap or loop over the main line which drags it nearer the ground, and
reduces the angle of the line going to the Holdfast. More work is going on
into the virtures of this new system and further developments will be shown on
these pages as they occur.

From the Shropshire Kite Group.

Dawvwid EBEloom.
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If anyone is interested in contacting the Shropshire Kite Group the address to
write to is:-

L §

Shropshire Kite Group
Tony Slater
28 Meadow Farm Drive
Shrewsbury

Tel: 0743 55016

NO DUMMYTNOT THAT KIND
OF ANCHOR
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MIDLANDS KITE FLIERS NEWS

76 OXHILL ROAD, HANDSWORTH, BIRMINGHAM, B21 9RH.

MARCH 1986 .

JACK HALE.
It is with deep regret that I have to inform members of the death of Jack Hale.

Jack, father of Mike and Nick Hale was one of our earliest members who always
gave an air of authority to any of the activities in which he was involved.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT .

Mary, Michael and Nicholas Hale wish to express their sincere thanks to

members of the M.K.F. for their kind messages os sympathy and floral tribute in

their sad loss of Jack in January.

BOOKS FOR SALE.

Brian Waters of Derby wrote recently to advise of a book sale in Sussex.

LECORNU, J. LES CERFS-VOLANTS. Paris. Librairie Nony & Cie. 1902. £175.00

(POCOCK, George, ) A TREATISE ON THE AEROPLEUSTIC ART. Second edition, 1852
Any offers 77 £325.00

JORVIK VIKING CENTRE SERPENT KITE

Plans are a foot to build a 500 metre serpent kite for

the Jorvik Viking Centre in York. This kite will A

hopefully be flown at the York Festival 31st May -

1st June. Members who are interested in helping with

this project should contact Bill Souten a,s,a,p.

The kite is to be made from ripstop and fibreglass but

using tyvek for the 500 metre tail.It will be bright

red in colour and have the official 'Erik' logo at the ]O RVI K

head. If anyone out there has any stunning ideas on
how to fly this monster would you please let us know KlTE TEAM

in the very near future.

ANGLO - FRENCH KITE DAYS 3rd, 4th and 5th MAY 1986.

After meeting several members of the Cerf-Volant Club de France last year in Italy

I was asked if it would be possible for them to come to Britain mainly to visit

0ld Warden. Well a party of around a dozen are coming this spring and will be flying
at the following sites ; Saturday 3rd May - Cofton Park, Longbridge, Birmingham.
Sunday 4th May - 0ld Warden Aerodrome, Bedfordshire. Monday 5th May MAY DAY.
Blackheath Common, South London. COME ALONG AND JOIN US AT ANY OR ALL THE SITES.



SHREWSBURY KITE & MODEL FESTIVAL

SUNDAY 6: JULY 1.986 ) DEQBY(%
2pm at Sundorne Recreation Groun BIENNIAL
KITE
18 el
FESTIVAL

1986

SUNDAY
20t JULY

ON THE RACFCOURSE

in asscc:ztion Tith the - :

MIDLANDS || - =

ATTBACTIONS INCLUDE-

BEER LIFTING COMPETITION

KITE, BOOMERANG AND MODEL AIRCRAFT DEMONSTRATIONS
JAPANESE KITES.

REFRESHMENTS, TRADE STANDS.

ADMISSION FREE

CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY CLEARANCE TO FLY TO 2000ft

Sponsored by:
THE SHREWSBURY MODEL SHOP

ALBREW MALTSTERS LTD Gt e
For more details phone Carol Moftatt- Shrewsbury [0743] 61411 Details: 6 OXhI“ Doad. Birmingham. B21 9RH.

T e STAFFORD’S
ANGLO: FRENCH FIES TIVAIL

KITIES

—r Or
SUNDAY 22~v JUNE 19806
STAITORD DISTRICT ARTS COUNCIL

MIDLANDS KITE A FLIERS
X 2\ g

CERF-VOLANT CLUB DE FRANCE
THE MIDLANDS KITE FLIERS
BLACKHEATH KITE ASSOCIATION "
BRITISH KITE FLYING ASSOCIATION 4

FLYING VENUES
Saturday 3rd May :

Cofton Park, Longbridge, Birmingham.
Sunday 4th May :
Old Warden Aerodrome, Bedfordshire. \
Monday 5th May : A L o
Blackheath Common, South London. I N\ |




A erodyne
BRIGHTO

Aerodyne, Stephen Smedley, B84B Centurion Road, Brighton BN1 3LN

KITE FLYERS

April 1986

EVENTS- HOME

April 27 The Rake, Peterstfield 1000 feet Fly-in 197/5U 785245
May 4 0l1d Warden, Beds. Festival 153/TL 150448 BKFA
11 Beachy Head 1000 feet Fly-in 199/TV 592943
24/25 BRIGHTON KITE FESTIVAL See below Festival 198/TR 342055 BKF
May 31/June 1 Knavesmire Racecourse, York Festival YKF
8 High Salvington 1000 feet Fly-in 198/7@ 103058
22 Petworth Kite Festival Festival 197/5U 948217
29 Grayling Well Hospital, Chichester Demonstration
July & Red Hill 1500 feet Fly-in 198/7Q@ 284084
20 Beachy Head 1000 feet Fly-in 199/TV 592963
- INTERNATIONAL
June 13/15 Scheveningen 9th Fokker Festival
20/23 Fang, Denmark 2nd International Kiteflyers Meeting DCD
29129 Cervia, Italy International Cervia Kite Festival
Sept 13/14 Dieppe, France International Festival CVCF
Oct 475 Wanne, Belgium International Festival, Chateau de Wanne NCB
¥ F

I have recently received a catalogue from the American kite retailers "Into The
Wind". Although kites in the USA are generally much more expensive than in the UK
there are one or two interesting items that I haven’'t seen aover here. Apart from a
wide range of stunt kites the catalogue includes a full range of Stratton Engineering
airplane kites, a variety of types of Kevlar line, and some pretty impressive
“tumbling star box kites". There are also some useful bits and pieces for terminating
and joining GRP tube. If you want to have a look see me at fly-ins.

* * ¥
Membership fees for 1986-87 are due by 1st May, please. A year’'s annual subscription
is £3.95; insurance cover (£250,000 liability for one year) is £1.55. Fill out the
form below and send it to Greg, with your money.

L e e S S IS S S S ST S S S S S S ST L
To: Brighton Kite Flyers, Gregor N Locke, 53 New Road, Shoreham-by-Sea, BN4 &RB.

NAME: e 35 PR TR T T At 5.3 v 8 R o O R RN ot o e s e g | heryey g .
ARDRESSE oiainel o et ima Byt 0l o oiie S ig0a e earn B S S 1 S N, En i, S K
¥ MEMBERSHIP £3:95 OFFICE USE ONLY
* INSURANCE £1.55
¥ PLAIN BADGE £1,.25
* SWEATSHIRT EBY75
TOTAL £
* Piease delete unrequired items




BERIGHTON KITE FESTIVAL FREVIEW

This year's event looks like being one of the best ever, being accompanied this time
by a kite exhibition in Brighton at the Corn Exchange {(see below).

For those of you wanting to stay overnight at the flying site, accommodation is
available for self-contained units, limited on the basis of first come, first served.
If you intend to take advantage of this, please inform Greg by 1lst May.

As always, CAA clearance has been obtained for the duration of the Festival.
During daylight hours the limit is 3500 feet above sea level, and additional
clearance has been given for night flying at 1500 feet above mean ground level.
Remember that perspicuity markers will still need to be carried above 200 feet (40
metres).

To recap: during daylight hours red and white banners or tube streamers must be
fixed on the kite line at intervals depending on the type of marker used (see
Aerodyne, October 1985). When flying at night an arrangement of red and white lights
must be carried on the kite line and also placed on the ground at the mooring point
(Air Traffic Control Requlations, 1981, Rule 14).

0f course, there’s nothing to stop you dressing your kite up to look like a
Christmas tree or the Blackpool illuminations if the fancy takes you. So why not
participate in a competition that is being organised over Saturday evening (24th May)
for "The Most Spectacular Night Kite"? No rules for this one, but I think that safety
precludes hooking your delta up to the National Grid! I don’t have any information on
prizes, but I am sure that there will be some incentive, probably in the form of
liquid refreshment.

As well as kites this year the Brighton Kite Festival also plays host to the
first National Model Rocket Championships.

BRIGHTON KITE EXHIBITION
As many of you will already know, the Brighton Kite Flyers have been asked to assist
in an exhibition of kites to be held in the Brighton Museum, Corn Exchange, Church
Street, Brighton. Entitled "Earth, Waves, Wind and Fire", the exhibition is part of
the Brighton Festival whose theme this year is "The Four Elements". The exhibition
will include a wide variety of kites (approximately 30) loaned by BKF members. Most
of the exhibits will remain on show for the entire duration of the exhibition, which
runs from May 2nd to June 29th. Open every day apart from Mondays, an added bonus is
that admission is FREE!
¥ % ¥

BRIGHTON KITE FESTIVAL ‘86 commemorative T-shirts and badges are now available from
Aerodyne. Featuring the festival logo, in blue and red, the T-shirts (white) are
£4.85 (incl. p+p), and available in small, medium, and large sizes. The pin badges
are 30p - if ordering badges separately, please enclose an SAE. Of course, both items
will also be on sale at the Festival.

¥ % ¥

KITING ANNIVERSARIES

March 28 Good Friday, traditional kite flying day in Bermuda.

April 11 Dodds Meddock flies a 4-cell parafoil for six minutes - at the North
Fole, 1980.

May g Ten Eddy Bow kites flown to 23,385 feet (highest flight in the US),
Mount Weather, Virginia, 1910,

14 Rhomboid box-kite released from Brighton by S.H.R. Salmon, attached
to drag rope, 1900. Lands at Vierville, France (103 miles) four days
later.

June 27 Capt. B.F.5. Baden-Powell builds his first man-carrying kite, 36 feet
tall, 1894.
July 18 Two-masted boat pulled by kite across the Mersey from Liverpool

to Birkenhead, 1BZ8.

Brighton Kite Flyers, Greg Locke, 53 New Road, Shoreham by Sea, BN4 &4RB



EVERNTS LIST
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to
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to
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June
June
June

June

June

June
June
July
July
July
July
July
August
August
August
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September

September

September

September

September
October
October

Spring Kite Festival, Berlin. V.V.W. Festival.

Spring Kite Festival, Berlin. V.V.W. Festival.

Festival Hall, London. Demonstration. K.S.

Anglo French Kite Day. Cofton Park, Longbridge, Biraingham.
0ld Warden Aerodrome, Biggleswade, Beds. B.K.F.A. Festival.
Anglo French Kite Day. Blackheath Common, London. M.K.F.
Grafham Water, Cambs. G6.0.K.F. Fly-in.

Brighton Festival, North Sheepcote Valley. B.K.F. Festival
Brighton Festival, North Sheepcote Valley. B.K.F. Festival.
York Kite Festival, Knavesmire, York. Y.K.F. Festival.
Ferry Meadows, Peterborough. G.0.K.F. Festival

York Kite Festival, Knavesamire, York. Y.K.F. Festival
Ferry Meadows, Peterborough. G.0.K.F. Festival.

Bath Festival of the Air. Bath. Festival.

Scheveningen Kite Festival, Holland. V.O0. Festival

Scheveningen Kite Festival, Holland. V.0. Festival.
International Kitefliers Meeting of Fano, Denmark.
Wooburn Festival, High Wycombe, Bucks. Festival
International Kitefliers Meeting of Fano, Denmark
FPetworth Kite Day, Petworth, Sussex. P.F. Festival
Wooburn Festival, High Wycombe, Bucks. Festival.
Stafford Festival of Kites. Festival. M.K.F.
International Kitefliers Meeting of Fano, Denmark.
Cervia Kite Festival, Cervia, Italy. C.V. Festival

Cervia Kite Festival, Cervia, Italy. C.V. Festival.
Blackheath Sumamer Rally, Blackheath, London. B.K.A. Festival
Shrewshury Kite festival. M.K.F. Festival.

Riverside Park, 5t. Neots, Cambs. G.0.K.F. Fly-in.

Derby Kite Festival, Derby Racecourse. M.K.F. Festival.
Wessex Kite Festival, Netley, Southampton. W.K.G. Festival
Wessex Kite Festival, Netley, Southampton. W.K.G. Festival.
Graftham Water, Cambs. G.0.K.F. Fly-in.

Rufford Park Kite Day, Nottinghamshire. Festival.

M.K.F.

Bournemouth Kite Festival, Hengistbury Head. W.K.G. Festival.
Aldham Kite Day, Marks Tey, Colchester, Essex. E.K.BG. Festival

Malvern Kite Weekend, Malvern, Worcs. M.K. Festival
Nuneham Park Festival, Oxford. Demonstration.
Malvern Kite Weekend, Malvern, Worcs. M.K. Festival.
Nuneham Festival, Oxford. Demonstration.

Dieppe International Kite Festival, Dieppe, France. Festival.

Festival of the Air, Newcastle upon Tyne. W.A.C. Festival.

Dieppe International Kite Festival, Dieppe, France. Festival.

Festival of the Air, Newcastle upon Tyne. W.A.C. Festival.
Ferry Meadows, Peterborough. G6.0.K.F. Fly-in
Berlin International Kite Festival, Berlin. V.V.W. Festival.

Berlin International Kite Festival, Berlin. V.V.W. Festival.
0l1d Warden Aerodrome, Biggleswade. B.K.F.A. Festival.
Copenhagen Kite Festival, Denmark. Festival.
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THE KITE SOCIETY SWEATSHIRTS

High quality, 50% Polyester 50% Cotton mix, crew neck, fleece lined sweatshirts.

Available in either White or Grey Marl with a black logo on the left breast.
SIZES: 36" (S), 38" (M), 40/42" (L), 44" (XL), 46" (XXL).
The Kite Society logo is approximatley 90mm by 130mm in size.
PRICE £10.00 each plus £1.00 for post and packaging.

Delivery will take about 28 days. Cash uith‘orders Pledse. . cxisioajoisine

THE KITE SOCIETY

31, Grange Road, liford, Essex IG1 1EU

FLEASE SEND THIS FORM WITH PAYKENT 10 THE ABOVE ADDRESS.

INTERESTED IN KITES?
fre you wondering if there are any groups or organisations you can join?

THE KITE SOCIETY could be the answer. The KITE SOCIETY was created to encourage communication
between kitefliers, both the novice and the expert.
The benefits of sesbership include :-
A quarterly publication of a newsletter to which members are encouraged to communicate,
Plus kite plans, kite news and details of events around the country, both national and
local,
Free admission to the bi-annual kite festival held at Old Warden, Bedfordshire.
Discount at kite shops throughout the U.K. and Europe.
{rganised trips to international kite festivals,
NEMBERSHIP FEE:
£4.00 per year for the U.K. £8.00 per year for the rest of Europe. All other countries £6.00
Land Mail or £8.00 Air Mail.
For this meabers will receive four issues of The Kiteflier and the benefits as listed above.
Supplesentary weabership for a sember living at the same address £2.00. For this low cost fee a
seabership card will be issued for discount and the entry into Old Warden.
KETHODS OF PAYMENT.
All cheques, postal orders or money orders should be made payable to the KITE SOCIETY.
eRteReenedttatenesnteaetitetizeietetatiteatititteettteitetetittettatteesteansieiiesseitetyi
I WISH TO JOIN THE KITE SOCIETY AND EMCLOSE A CHEQUE / POSTAL ORDER / MOKEY ORDER / CASH FOR
MADE PAYABLE TO THE KITE SOCIETY.

KRB vovnnvnnns R R » Supplementary mesbers :-
RHOrFEEE, ssnaiauenane sanwbesnvisiasas e T S AR
POST GODE v smminmmnins TELEFHONE H0....oovvevinnnnnnns ke

Badges are also available. These 4" x 2"
badges with the words “The Kite Society"
(no logo) embroidered on them cost £1.80.
Background colour can be black or white.
Thread colour can be one of Red, White,
Blue, Yellow, Green, Black or Orange. If
you are interested send us details of
colour choice and cheque or P.O. made ITE
]

payable toc The Kite Society.

T Crange Road_illod_Eiex 1G1 1EU




advertisement

Spring is here

After due consideration we now stock braided Kevlar flying line for
stunters or for single line kites where ultimate performance is
important. Available in 501b or 2001b breaking strain it is wound in
200ft lengths, or longer to special order. Suggested uses are for the
501b- Peter Powell, Phoenix, Avenger or Trlby/Ace/Blazer. For the
2001b- Flexifoil 6ft or 10ft, Griphon or train of Peter Powells.

New kites- from America we have the Avenger which is a chevron shaped
stunter with hollow GRP spars. This kite flies best in light/medium
winds and needs very small hand movements to control it. Also comes
complete with the world’s worst assembly instructions- but very
detailed instructions for train flying. Soon to be here from Italy,
Alivole kites- range comprises about six modern style box kites (ie
externally braced, multi celled etc).

More line- we now stock tandem braided polyester (a sort of hybrid
twist/braid) in 650m lengths of 110lb and 350m lengths of 2001b
breaking strains. Much cheaper than pure 16 or 32 plait braided
nylon/polyester flying line this line has low stretch and good wear
characteristics making it equally suitable for stunters or single
string, kRites. 1101lb is £9.95, 2001b ig £10.50.

The Sky Blazer stunt kite is very very nearly available (at time of
writing). Basically square with a flexible GRP frame the Sky Blazer
replaces the old Trlby/Ace kite as our easiest to stack stunter.

On the book and magazine front Kites-the science and the wonder is now
available again. Kites by Carpentier and Bachelet has gone up to 2.95.
Another issue of KiteLines should be here real soon now (well, soonish
nowish sort of). We have another book on boomerangs written by Herb
Smith, a well known Australian boomerang person ( well, it does say
he’s well known in the book).

Still Air Toy- the Aerobie (a sort of flying ring thing) should be
available from the beginning of April. Flies further than nearly any
other hand flung object, Aerobies are good for the unsocialable
frisbee flinger who wishes to remove himself from the vicinity of
others ( 100yd throws are easy).

So far this year, new items; Space Shuttle kite, Icarus kite, Kevlar
flying line, Tandem braid, Avenger stunter, Herb Smith Boomerang book,
8 & 10mm GRP rod (only in shop).

Kite Society Gold Card welcome here.
Never leave the flying field without it!
It says more about you than ........ 2

The Kite Store Ltd, 69 Neal Street, London WC2H 9FJ.
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