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EDJ TORI AL 
Dear Reader , 

Here it is t he first K. O. N. of I980 , and hopefully th~s one is the 

promise of things to come . We feel that we have , at .las t ,reached the stage wher e 

every article i n the magazine is there because it has something to offer to you 

~he r eader . Due to the excellent response we have had from our readers we are 

now in the happy position of being able t o choose the articles which go into 

K. O. N.That does not mean,of:course , that we no longer need or want people to write 

to us . Of course we do ! Because if we are to maintain (hopefully)our high standard 

of articles we still need YOU to write to us . VIe need a constant supply of new 

and fresh ideas to keep K. O. N. refres~ingly alive , we do not want to conform to 

a set patter n with K. O. N • . it is free to move in whatever direction its ' reader s 

want . YOU can directly alter K. O. N. by writing and telling us . 

I n this issue , for example , we have i ncluded a competition , we do not 

k.11ow how successful this will be . If enough people enter then perhaps corapeti tions 

could become a r egular feature . Its up to YOU . 

We must also thanR the people who have sent us stamps, postal order s 

or money. V!e did say that K. O. N. is free to anyone interested in kites, but i t is 

nice to know that some people feel strongly enough about it to appreciate t ha t 

postage does cost money and , whereas , we are quite prepared to pay i .t , as K. O.N. 

becomes more popular t here may come a day when ever. we have to say either people 

pay for post age or we stop. Of course we are not yet near that situation bu t i t 

is worth bearing in mind that we are not a bottomless well of money and we do 

have limits (after all we are trying to buy our first home1) . 

Hopefully 1980 will herald in a new era for kite flying . The s tar t of 

which will be Project KARA by the Midland Kite Fliers.This event proves what 

forethought , imagina tion and optimism can produce . In fact all the kite ~roups seem 

to be expanding and each seems to be developing their own personality . Underlying 

it all seems~ to be the .sheer joy of kite flying that true kiters never seem to 

lose . 

The next issue will be out at Old War den,so do come and see us at the 

K. O. N. stall and after the event at the -Hare and Hounds in Old Warden village . 

Dont forget that 0 . ','1 . is on the 4th of Hay • 
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GENERAL INTEREST 
Don Dunford is now supplying ' Bits and Pieces 'for kites including such things as 
Ripstop , spars (wood and fibreglass) , flying line; nnd all manner of joiners and 
tubes.Send a S. A. E• to Cochranes of Oxfol'd Ltd,Leafield,Oxford , Ox8 5NT for further 
information . The Kite and Balloon Company also stock them. 
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Peter Powell is now back in business ~nder the name of Peter Powell International 
Limted and i S now building and selling nn irnp1·oved version of his ki te . Lets hope 
that this :ti~e Peter has more success ,he certainly de~ erves it . , 
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A teenage girl plunged to her death yesterday (23rd December)in a dramatic 
parachute accident.Sally Clark,seventeen,of Bristol , was 11Parascendine;11being 
towed by a iandrover when her ' chute collapsed and she plummeted to the beach 
at Burnham on Sea Somerset . ~e suppose this is to be expected as there appears 
to be very little in the way of qualificati!ons needed to do this s port. 
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Did you know that Peter Waldron of Professor Waldo f fame has a new model on the 
market.It is a sort of distorted star shape made completely of ri pstop with 
fibreglass spars.It is called a Star kite and retails at about the same as a Waldof 
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Seen in the Kite Store , inported from America, Cloud Pleasers . These are superior 
rips top kites defini~tely for the enthusiast because they cost about sixty pounds, 
for a ten foot delta. 
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f' id you knov: that all those beautiful Chinese kites th-at you can buy in this 
country are never flown in China . This is because the Chinese Government has 
banned the fljing of kites which is considered ar.. IDLE'' ACTIVI'l'Y . Comments please! 
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The iYashington Ki tefliers Association will be having its seventh annual Kite Fair 
in Seattle . They would like items f or exhibit , which could include kites ,reels , books 
etc . If you are interested in partici pating contact Bob McCort , 6706 I62Pl . s.w. 
Lynnwood ~ashington . 98036 U. S. A. (MJ y 31st & June Ist . ) 
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Eric W syltes of Praktica Photography Journal could not believe his eyes, onc summer 
evening , when driving along the B 308I along Chalton Down In Dorset.As he was 
passing the Wingreen National Trust Property he saw what he thought was an U.F. O. 
but after taking some photos it turned out to be a set of four Pe~er Powell type 
kites . The kites were in the control of an elderly gentle man . 
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~id you know that wind Veers if it chanees direction in a clockwise sense and 
Backs if it changes in an anticlockwise sense . 
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The windiest t~laee in Great Britian is the Isle of Tiree off the West Coast o f 
_ Scotland , which has a mean .<JVerage wind speed of I7mph. 
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The windiest place in the world is the coast of East-ern Adelie Land and \'Jest Kihf; 
GeorGe Land,on the ~dge of Antarctica. The highest 24 hour mean wind being I08mph. 
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Seen in - a book on World War Two an account o f a ditched ~ialifax bcmber crew being 
unable through intense col d,to lounch their rocket assi s t ed rescue kite . 
Unfortunately no further details of the kite were included ~Does any reader have 
any more information on this kite~ 
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Have you seen the collection of Ethnic kites on s=:ow in The 1'1Usaum Of HankinC: , 
Burlington Gardcns , London? 
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The highest recorded gusts in Grea t Britain were at Cair.~gorms at 3?25 ft with a 
vd.nd sneed of I44Jnph and at Kirkwall , Or kney,with a wind speed of I36mph. 
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Isn 't it auazing that the highest mean hourly \rind speed recorded in Grea t Britain 
is at st. J\nns ' Head, Dy f ed Wales which , to our knoi'.ledge, is rather near Project KAR!l 
Hope their kites can take an 80 mph wind;· 
11 11 11 111111 11 11 11 11 11111111 11 11 1111 llllll 1111111111 1111 1111 11 1111 11 11 1111 11 1111 11 11 11 1111 1111 1111 11 11 11 11 1111 11 Ill 1 11 11 1111 11 1111 11 1111 11 11 1111 11 11 11 11 I: 111111 11 11 



I 

I 
l 

I 
I. . 

~ ~--_,? 

ALSO 0£A RI IF y()l) Pll0f115E. 
-ro BuY M(; A ft..EXI FOIL 1 :r 
f11 G-HT tvOI fii\V[; ll / lcAOflWc 

T"Of'/I CHT. 



~~------~~~~~~ .,. 
11 KON LETTE·RS /I 
l m , J"&' ....,.,., =er"*" a *"lH 9?"5! # • ~ ..... 

Here are some of the letters we have received . 

From Ron Noulton: -

of K.o.n. 2 -
get something 

I have 

But there ' s a travesty or two i n what you say about badge sales . 
Firs't - I dent release badtses knowingly to non- members.Haybe I have not 

always asked for the car d - being a trusting soul - but the principle is 
B~LONG or no badge ! As for the C. V. badges from Paris . This was a B. K. F .A. 

agreement for 20 badges only- exchange to sell to Anglophile/Francophil e 
members - 20 only . As for profit - Wow! EBBOH is a great r.memonic . It stands 
fo r ' Engage Brain Before Opening Mouth .' Obvious ly you are not ' i n 
business ' so I ' ll excuse the assertion that clo th badges are sold f or 
profit like any ' piece of merchandise '.B. K. F .A. badges cost £180 for 530 . 
This was the best unit cost I could get from several quotes . The designer 
(a B. K. F . A. member) gets a 10p commission for his supply of art work and 
origination . Sales to date in the 111 months of avai lability a r e 120 . Income 

is thus £60 . So I guess even your me~tal calculations will tell you these . . 
badges have a heavy subsidy. UNLESS of course , your stirring arouses the 

degree of pride which you set out to destroy . I can ' t speak for A. K. A., 
having paid my fee to get my badge . 

**************************************************************************** 
Reply from Allan Martin :-

Ron Moulton of the B. K. F . A. has assured us that t he · 
~ritish badge and a limi ted number of lrench badges to promot e Anglo-Frenfu 

~elations are on sale only to member3 of the B. K.F . A. In fact he says 
"BELOFG - or no badge " . So I will eat humble pie and appologise to Ron and 

all the group secretaries that I have offended,but I did only mention two 
badges and I have both of them and I haven ' t paid any subac ip"tion to either. 

••*************~***********~****************************~***~*•****•**•****** 
From Les Navier ;-

A very pleasant surprise to find a £at envelope waiting 
for me on arrival here a few da~ago and on optning,K . O. N. newr let"ter no . 2 

with 22 pages ! all good stuf~nice work by J . B. with t· e car"toone.YBu are 
ge~~ing into your s~ride now, and pleased 'tO hear you got so many letters from 

around the country . Shows the in"terest is there . Thanks for "the badge qui te 
unexpected .I respec't your wishes regarding subscriptions , but you will agree 
postage is a different ma~ter.Please accept enclosed svamps .Carry on the 

good work . 
*~**** R~TW******************************~************* *******************~*** ' ~ 
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KON _.LETTEI~ 
From Lionel Lowe :-

I would just like to say that the K.O .N. newsletter is ver y good 
indeed , ! also like the very funny cartoons so .. keep them coming . But pl ease 

don ' t let us have any i ll feeling towards anyone no matter who they may 
be . Just keep it as it was meant to be and that is only about kites , and 

let ever yone enjoy reading i toi l i ve in a village where nobody else i s 

interested in kites , I am a loner , the only company I have i n the fie l d 

with me when I am flying a re bullocks and sheep . So you see I look 
forwa~d to any newsletter s . ! travel a lot as you all know but it ' s onlr 
because I like the company of other kiters and seeing d i fferent kites 
and making new friends . I r eall y enjoy flying , ! fly most days at work a t 

dinner time also at weekends . ! must admit that since I met Olive C.O. 
Rawlinson , who I regard as a very good friend , he has helped me a l ot , 
keeping me informed of everything thats on . Thanks to the Kawlinsons we 
were able to meet and know all of you other nice people . So like I say 

lets hope that K. O. N. will keep coming and everyone enjoys it. 

********************************~**************************************~ 

From R. ~oskett : -

Thank you for A.O .N. I enclose a few facts about my kites . To begin , 
with ~he centipede can consis~ of as many discs as one l ikes , the more 
discs tnere are the more stable the kite will be . rhe distance betwePn 

the discs needs t o grow shor~er towards the tail end . rhe f l ight angle 

is 70 degrees and very stable. The l ongest cehtipede I o\m is one with 

a disc diameter of three feet and has a tremendous pull . I have done 
a lot of experimenting in flying kites in train and have come up wxth 
a way of easily flying 100 in train and this. has helped me in flying 

these small 27cms by 23cms ki tes as stunt>kites using four lines 
ena bling me to launch them .. as one line kites and when in the air fly 

them as two line kites . 

* ! +**"*"****·*~********************************************************** 

¥r:om B. Efigley ; -
I have just had the opportunity of rea ding your first newsletter 

(via v . Taylor) which ~ found in~eresting and amusing~! would ~ike to say 
as one of the "odd ball" kiting enthusiasts how much it was appreciated . 

Something af this type helps to dispel the feeling of isolation . 
1(· ******~~-** "11" ".,. .. *A .......... 1!" " - .. **** .... *• *~·* .. A* .. -1(- •• * ~*• -:~ -··:+*,. ·lHHt· ~· ,.*,.* A *" .. ** .. ..,. .. ** A* 
We have received many more le~ters but do not have the space to print 

them all a~ this time. So keep Lne le~ters coming ~o K. O. N. , 94 , ~ndsleigh 
~ardens , Ilford , ~ssex.IGt 3EG . 

( Many thanks to J . Spendlove,il.Green, R.Pike , L.Navier,M . Hal e and R . ~oulton 
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KON LEJTEiiS 
From The Wa~~inhton Kitefliers Association:-

The Washington Ki tefliers welcome you to the world of kite groups and would 
like to exchange newsletters with you . I am enclosing a copy of our latest,which 
comes vut about every two months or whenever we have enough news to fill the 
space.For us ·the most important part of having a groap is the desemination of 
ideas and information, especially to the younger generation • • • ••• 
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From L.J . Symons: -
••• •• • Here in North Devon my wife and myself have found no one else to join us 
in our sport come hobby . We at first flew on,ly stunt kites of which my wife can 
fly two at a time , looping and traversing, myself I fly three and also six at a 
time . Vie find that we always attract spectators and that the most friendly of 
these seem always to be the foreigners over here on holiday • •• • ••• • Re. your 
cartoon on winter flying , o,ye have been on Exmoor in the winter and been caugh t :iJn 
snowfalls and it takes us half an hour to pack everythin~ u p .so of course in the 
end we look like two abominable snowfolk! • 
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From Ian Walton :-
•• • •• • I was chatting at our friendly local kite shop,Greens of Burnley,and 
happened to ask them about the shortage of black rips top you ' ve observed. 
Apparently in the depths of the North there is plenty of the stuff available ; what 
we are really short of is pink-I wonder if one can correlate this kind ol 
information with vagaries in regional personality? Or is it just haphazard? 
Finally,having read your KON comment column,I felt moved to comment(personally, 
rather than NKG sec . )I fully agree with your comment on safety,and it ' s clear 
that the fliers of the large and elaborate kites you repudiate should be especially 
careful,but this is slightly peripheral to your main argument . I feel quite strongly 
that the large and elaborate ' show stopping ' kites do just thot;they impress and 
show the r est of us what can be done with sufficient expense of time,money, or 
both.I don ' t think many of us are mov~d to emulate these things;we aren't 
interested in ' trying to out do each other ' or 1 competing' , but in making and . 
flying kites as a satisfying and relaxing recreation.If other people feel like 
undertaking giant projects,I am quite happy to sit and watch,but as far as my 
ovm designs are concern ed , they will stay within whatever limits of resources I 
have available , and be just as enjoyable to build and flye 
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From Clive Rawlinson : -
When people want to respond to a publication it must be effective if not to 

say good! I want to respona iThere were two items that interested me particularly 
in i ssue 2 of KON. The first one was by Allan Martin on badge wearing.Very 
provocative thought I , but then All an used the right word, ' RUBBISH' . I am still 
trying to work out the positivism in tnis negative approach.It would appear 
that there is an almost extrovert shov~anship in ' public ' kiteflying,as opposed 
to tne rather more low key 1 club ' flying , although the dividing line is a pre tty 
thin one.I give you that kite flying is all about freedom and independence of t~e 
aesthetic and intellectual will . Part o f that freedom involves colour pride 
(yes pride) and a certain egotistic streak .. u . I say , let the world know we fly 
kites. The second item of interest refered to ' big kites etc.'.My only comment 
here is that, as I see i t,i t takes all sorts and sizes to ,promote and pe:t'petuate 
our interest in the art , science,or whatever,of kite flying.Kite flyiug,I feel 
quite sure , would not be enjoying it's current popularity if it were not for 
the conglomer ation of interest coming together in .a common purpose and harmony • 
•• ••• • Lastly,thank you for the stimulation which through sheer hard work and 
enterprise you have bought to kiting at the end of I979.May I980 , and the future 
be good for you. 
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SKY D~E~:s 

7Ne~er forg~ t the call of the sky , 
Born l a tent in all of us... 
Glimpsed for a brief few seconds , 
Between birth and death. 
~ransient as the setting sun , 
But like a woman shoul d be , 
Free , wild and beautiful . 
For a moment that kit e is all nature , 
Everything encapsuled in a single ent i t y e 
Wistful and mournful , hating to be 
Ensnared , hating the single thread , 
Whi ch ties it to the eart h . 
Because like everything it needs 
To flow freely and dance on 
The au t umn wind , as if man never 
Existed,timeless in space . 

THE KITE DREAMS OF THE WIND 

Soft she came ~ 
Gentle and warm, 
Bringing hints of springs , 
Echoes of winters , 
All with one fleeting breath. 

Loud she came , 
Br u t al and cold 
Bringing nothing but destruction , 
All in one almighty gasp , 
She comes no matter what . 
She is alwa·ys there, somewhere , 
And for one mo~~nt , I can capture her, 
Taste her glory as she moves . 
For a moment I am her , 
Till she sends me crashing down to earth , 
J aded and broken. 

She sighs a s if to say , 
How strange that you could possibly beli eve 
You could tame me 
Because you can never be , 
I am forever , 
You are but a passing speck, 
Blown by my whims , 
Born of man ' s i magination , 
Not of natures '. 

, 
t 
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hovv to orgctnise Q kite festive; 
Pctr 2 

Following the article in K. O. N. 2 here is another aspect of kite 
festivals supplied by Red Braswell of the A.K.A. 

RICK KINNAIRD AKD CAROLYN S'l'APLES 

cordially invite you 
to 
THE SEVENTH ANNUAL 
RICK AND CAROLYN KITE CONTEST 

CONTEST RULES 
f . All contestants must show up on the field between 2pm and 4pm. 

2 . All contestants must wear an obviously displayed number . 

3.All contestants must ~rovide their own number . In case of duplicate 
numbers contestants must resolve identity crisis . 

4 . Anybody on the field wearing an obviously displayed number will be 
considered a contestant . 

5.Judges will be anonymous . They will rove about the field asking 
ques~ions,making notes and keeping score . 

6 . 0fficials will circulate about the field to answer question~;reassure 

people that they have been judged;and generally act concerned. 
7oContestants will be judged in any category the judges deem correct. 
8 . Contestants can also qualify for a ca tegory by letting officals 

know what category they want to qualify for . 
9 . Categories will not be revealed until the judging is over . 

1U.Contestants will b~ judged on :a)their kite ; b)their ability to fly 
their kite ; c)their ability to make others believe in their ability 

d) t heir cha rm , v1i t, manners and tact . 
1111. Because contestants will not kn0\'1 whe>- the judges are or what t he 

categories are it is sugge s ted that each contestant do his or her own 
thing to the best of their ability. Furthermore tha t each contesta~t 

have a unique noise maker e . g .. bells , whistles , gongs , bugles ,.t.hat he or· 
she nay use to call attention to themselves and their kites when 
something significant i s occurring . 

**************w********~****w***~~sPECIAL CO';TEST*~**********************.* 

The Three Bridles At 90 Degrees Difference 0ontes~ :-

L Anyone \'lho- has a kite tha t can be bridled at three different points 

along a plane passin~ through the centre of the kite,such that each 
briole point i s a t least 90 degrees from the other bridle points 

will win . It must fly f rom all three points . 
******~•**J*{*¥**~** ~**~-~ ~~*****T•***************************** ~ ********* ~ 

K. O. N. feels that Bnglish kiteflyers could le~rn s~mething from their 
American counterpart s . Kiting in America is a fun hobby,as thjs ~rticle 
c,...nt.•coo .....J"'._\...--- • ·- ----



DY ROGSR Ptl\E . 

E~PLODED VIE'.': OF PARTS . 

( Racer is a well establiGhed 
me:1:be1' of tne E5<3c:~ Kite G!'OUp 
~ell kao~n for iis a~rial charactdrs . ) 

JN USE 

0 

RoP. 

KEY 

A. LENGTH OF LII~E SCALE. 
B. HEIGHT A::D A:;'JLE SCALE . 
C.SCALE ' B' PLATE. 
D.ADJUSTING Kt\OB . 
E. HANDLE . 
F. PEiiDULUl·l BRACKET . 
G. SPIRIT LEVEL . 
H. HEX AGO:: AL S?INDL:SS . 
~ . SIGHTI~G CROSSES . 
K. PE::DULU:1 . 
L. SCALE ' A ' B~ACKET . 

N. FIXED BRACKET. 
N.CAP . 



GI~OUP NEWS 
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CORN".'.'Al L KITJ.:FLI~RS 

V! e have had communication from Tessa and she also kindly sent us copies of tneir 
newsletters , from these it is obvious that there is a strong kiting fraternity down 
in Cornwall . One of the main events of their cal endar is The Wes t Country Spring 
Kite Festival a t Goonhilly Downs on the third and fourth of i:ay, this promises to be 
a very eood event . Good luck. 
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ESJEX KITE GROUP . 
The EsRex (ite Group Christmas get toeether went well with around t~irty members 
turning up dur ing the evcnipg to discuss the vagaries of kiti 1g.I~y all accounts a 
good time was had by all.The programme of Winter meets is well under-way and so far 
these r.teets have been graced by good weather if not always by a good vlind. 
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HIDI.AND KITEFLI ERS . 
\'.e nave recently received their l a test new style ncwsletter . '£his is mostly full )O f 
their plans f or Proj~ct Kara. Latest news that we have received was that tests have 
been undertaken in wind tunnels to ascertai:t the quality of the kite deaigns . We wish 
them every suc cess vri th the attempt during Easter. 
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::OR'I':iER~; KITE GROUP. 
T.ne K. K. G. have kindly sent us thier latest new style newslctter, full of useful tips 
for those kitef liers come pubfliers among you . They have a section on rival 
publications i n which they said of K. O. N. 1 didn 1 t understand most of the jokes in 
this , but since public houses form a prominent theme I approve.Includes a ment ion 
of our Whi.J;worth meeting , but dosent seem to know much about N.K . G. I have written .. to 
correct this . Ver y rude about Ron ~roul ton . ' ( 't':E uo!'. t know ·.lt.ll~re they got that idea f..com+ 
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BctiGHTON KITE~IERS . 

A relatively young kite group with about twenty me:nbers , they have produced two mags 
tne first of which was mostly rehashed fro:n other kite mags,but number t~o was 
totally ne·!l with a full colour front cover . .. e wish them every succ.:css in the future . 
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N1ERIC.'Li KITEFLIBRS ASSOCIATION . 
Tn·~ A.~ . A. na~e be8n very good to us ,helping by sending us articles , features,etc. 
One of these a r ticles features in this magazine and we have several more lined up 
for the future . We must especially thank Red Braswell for all the support that he has 
given us , including the publicity of K.O. cl . in ~merica. We especially liked the 
description of K. O. H. which appeared in the:r newsletter, ' A ~acky ~e~ publica tion . 
Issue number one of the .:itefliers Occasional !'!e\':sletter, app"J.rently fat·.er~d by i'our'{ 
people who fly in the Hare and ~oundc ?ub,in jolly old Englanct,is now ava~lablc.lc, 
includes four maps to flying s~tes,numerous names and sources for various construction 
111aterials. 'l'he four editors t end towards the zany and lighthe~rted, but de ciare 
seriousness about providing information,They don ' t ask for any money or stamps , but 
of courGe most kite fliers who want the K. O. N. wil l chip in .' 
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\'/' SHII~GT_ON KITEFLIERS . 
They have sent us a very nice letter (part of which is reproduced on the letters 
page).They have a very interesting ne~dle~ter and we hope to do a more co~prehensive 
report on their act~vities in a later i Gsue of K.O. N. 
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T0110N'I'O KIT~"FLIERS. 
Vlf:: ha ve r eceived several of their newsletters and hope to go i.n to more detail about 
the group and their ac tivities at a later date. 
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PELICAN KITE 

·: 

Eere is a friendly , amusin ~ , useful, ha.ndy 
sized k ite for moder~te or ~resh ening winds . 

Recor'lme nded for flyer- constructors with several 
home ~rde ~ ites successfully built . Construct i on 

is s tra i gh tfon1a rd 8nd in no Hay criti cal. 
hy 

J OHN GREE!1 
Symmetry of wj_n~·s is essentictl , as with any wing 
desien , so cut \·Jings out from evenly J1in ned , f l at 
material. ~'he original was a round ten feet s i x 
inches vling spa.n tip to tip , with six feet by J/8." 
dovJel l evding edee pieces . Cloth vi :' s a ma-rket remnant of :p::.le blue Pol y/ 
cotton becl s h e - ting 48 " wide. Four yards by ~8 11 s i10uld suffice . 

SI~J:inj tube ~ 
( Bo..l..:tnce) Weight 

SFECI FTCl 'J1 ICr rose length 18 " 
0 

Leadin3' edJe \·li ng anel e 11 0 optimum 
\: in:jspa.n 1 o:-;:t 
Hax eh ord h8 11 

Batten dowels -0: 11 dia . 9" and 121" 11 lon:s- respec t i vely. 
J,on_;eron dowel - 3/8 " dia . 
keel dowe l 3/8 n d i a . 

A conventional delta spreader oar is used with tris design set at 307~ of 
len~th of l eadin ; edge dowe l . Ealf inch quadran t se c~ion W?S used on 

writers hto kites \·l i t h c ompl ete reliability , secured with he: ty hr<::rided 
cord set in reinforcing pa tcl:.es of cloth in sail. Allo¥.' sli ·;;;h t slac.kness 
i n sail to develop d i.hedral and sail billow along- spreader ( 1} " s '-'!ort) 
Eose ri ec e js no t tunn elled to lon ;eron , hut use l eat he r ( of taut . ) . 
or he2·1y fabric for ends of sail battens this kite flies for ho1:rs ! . 
If pre.:e r::::-ed a conventior' ~. l i-~eel may be used \,•ith hto alternative tether 
bridle points around spreader c rosspoint . Ej -;hty pound 3T"J,I ESPEARE ;:o!lo 
lj ne used \';i t~ o··i i nal lr i tes provin.; most sa tj sfa ctory . i;;ell behaved 
in transition flying attitude from cl i mb to g lide in varying winds is 
a notable feature of this kite . 



I~EVIEVVS 
SIX POUND JALBERT 

Yes it's t rue folks l A genuine "JALBERT PARAFOIL " for the !Jrlncely sU'1 of six 
pounds. Admi ttedly i t ' s only a smal l one made from TYVEK and r:ylon taffe:ta material . 
A J - 5T t o be exac t . 

What do you get f or your money? 
A nice little kite that really flies wel l , and pulls hard considerinc; it 1 s size. 

I t is a f our cel led par afoil with two side keels and two cen tr.:~l keels one behind 
"the other . I t has a colourful streamer tail and is a true , out of the box flyer , 
just r equiring a f l ying line . Although its mainly Tyvck the kite looks pret ty 
dur able . Made under l icence from t he Jalbert Ramair Corp . in Hong Kon~,chis kite 
in my opinion is ~ good buy . 
Obt a i nabl e by post f rom Caroline Packing Ltd , Thornbury Industrial Estate , Thor~bury, 
Br ist ol . Pr ice (Dec . 79) £5 . 95. inc P. P . 
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GREENS OF BURrLEY SOARIKG BIRD KITE. 
From a kite manufacturer too well known to n eed an introduction comeG,a very nice 
Rips t cp kite . So what do you get f or yo~r ooney?.A surprising amount really as the 
kite r epresents good value for the price . The kite is a low aspect ratio delta with 
a small bird tail incorporated into the trailing edce . The heavy duty wing spreader 
uses t hat ol d f avou r i t e method of attachment i . e . brass r ings and notches which 
r esults i n a sturdy ki t e . Performance? . Well I t literall y jumps from my hand in a 
gentle breeze and climbs rapidly and steadi ly which is the mark of a well made 
ki t e . Then comes the character istics which I particula.rly like 1 the flat l ater a l 
spins,.one minute in front of you , the next flyi.1.g l-'!:;r and bcni!ld , great stuff . 
There is only one complaint , well quioble, t hat I nave with t~is kite , and that i s 
line attachment poin ts which don t seem ver y secure1 however they show no bigns of 
coming adr i ft which is what r eally counts . This kite is excellt.nt value , wel l made 
and f l i es well • ·aould s uit a no vice or an enthusiast who wants s01ne relaxing kite 
flyi ng . 
Obtai nable from Greens Of Burnley , 336 Colne Road , ~urnley , Lancs.Price(D'c . 79)£6. )5p 
plus IC%P . P(U . K. l':ainland) 
If If 11 11 If If If 11 11 11 11 11 ' 11 11 I 11 I 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 If 11 If 11 11 11 11 If 11 11 11 If If 11 If If 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 Ill! If 11 If If If 11 11 11 If 11 11 If lilt 11 11 11 11 If 111111 111 1 11 Ill 

FOSKETT IOO FOOT DRAGON KITE. 
Unfortunately the ki t e we purchased was sever ly damaged in the Mail und necessitatcc 
an ext ensive rebui ld before we could test fly it . The kite is composed ol the usual 
Thai serpent head and a body of about IIOfebt in l2ngth made from Crepe paper. The 
head i s hand painted in bright colours and the body is in various colours i.e. 
yellow , white and orange . Launching a kite of this length is a rather t~tcky 
operation but was accomplished after some adjustments to the bridls.T.tc kite secos 
to require quite a bit o f wind which on this day was not available.How0vcr we 
eventual ly go t t he kite up and was impressed by the sight of such a gr~at length of 
paper gently undulat ing across the sky . ~e feel that this kite is not suitable 
for younger or novice flyers but probably the shorter lensth kit0s 25!eet or 50feet 
would be better . Value for moncy? . Yes we suppose so as you dont expect uuch for 
t7 . 50 these days and tne cost of a kite must be div:..ded by tnc enjoy!ra .. n t of seeinc; 
it flying. Don t fly this kite over \'.et grass as you know \'/hat happens to Crepe 
paper when it gets wet . 
Obtainable f rom Foskett Kites , 3 , Falconscr oft,Covingham,Swindon , Wiltshire . 
Price (Nov . 79) £7 . 50p plus Post . 
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jll the above r eports were contrJbuted by Jchn uarker. 
IF· YOO "!-IAVE RECENTLY EROUCHT A 'UTZ ;'U:D liA'I: BEE:-1' PL:ASED/n:DIFF:-pz~T/DISGUSTED/ 

APPALLED .l'l' ITS PERFORMANCE THEN ~!!n Dm:T YOU \'.rRI·rr; Al'-!D T:..:LL US ABOUT I'fl . AiTO?-!YlliTY 
IS GUARAl:1':SED . 



SE'':ING PIPSTOP:-
~hen &etting a kite oraanised ready for sewing,'tackinG ' i~ time-consuming and 
laborious,so ~e use ' Pritt ' glue to hold things in position . Not the wet stuff lits 
dry,lil"e a roll-on,a.nd isn't messy and doesn 't gum up the sc:: .. int; machine needle . 
It !1olds thin,;s nlce and flat and does n ' t l0ave blotch mess marks-but if you use 
it on the seam allowance bit,i t can all be trimmed off after machining anyway . 

TESSA EELL 
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DO-IT-YOURSIT.? I' i '::'"'": EAG;­
';xce:llent kite c.•ags can be made for a few pence .from JUHELE SALE ladies dresses. 
Cri~plene dresseG in clear bright colours,long back zips,and simple uncluttered 
design are the points to look out for . Cut a broad strip from the full length of the 
dress taking care that the ~ip is in the· midd~e,cutting through both the front artd 
tnc back of the dress . Lay the two strips end to end ensuring that the zip is towards 
one end of the combined strip,sew across.With the material folded in two lengthwise , 
inside out , sew around forming a lonJ narrort bag.Hake sure the zip is undone aoou t 
three inches so that one can r each inside the bag when finished to undo and complete 
the construction by turning the bag right side out . Variations on this theme can be 
the inserting of,say,a. six inch band of a contrasting colour cloth in the middle ,or 
one end of the bag . This gives a very sporting appearance and looks ' Classy'.I sew 
handles on my bags from left over scra,s of cloth and add luggage tags to identify 
contents and give name and address in case of loss . 

I . 
JOHN GREEN 

5 . Pull ~~~~R t 
sJ.ae 

cut back & 
front . 

j.oin end to 
end 

' ·' I 

contrast 
panel 

sew around 

add 

handle 
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REEL TIDY:- . . 
The idea is to stop line unwinding itself fro~ the :eel when not J.n use~ wl. thout . 
having to tie knots (which always seem to be J.nextn.cable when the cruc1.al m~IIU?DL 
comes).Just cut a piece of foam rubber rather wider than the reel,~hen push J.t 
between the flanges of the reel.The springiness of the foam stop~ J.t falling o~t, 
and holds the line in place. It ' s only just occured to me that thJ.s only works J.f 
your-have a reel with a fairly large flange area free. IAN \'/ALTON 
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ODD DI~1ETERS :- ' . 
To join odd di~eters of cane or dowel etc . us~ng alum~nium tube , bJ.n~ the <:>nd of 
the fixed cane or dowel with P.V. C. tape . Push 1.nto tub1.ng and dent dl.agonally to 
hold in position.( Diagrcm I . ) 

SLOTS IN RTPST0P:- . 
Slots or slits o.re often reouired in kite making and sewing to stop the_ ma ~er1.al 
fraying does not always seem to work. Evostik two half inch squares of bJ.ndJ.ng tape 
each end of slit - one each side of the material . ( Diagram 2) . ROGER PIKE 

~ Screiidri ver 
I . 2 . 

~JP" ----;e-~~tf::=::::~:::::::::::::::::: 
Fixed Ally tubing Free 



1£\'!0 TIPS FOR STUNT~RS : -
Always start wrappinc from the free end of the tubular t ail towards the ki te , 

to squeeze t he air out . A small puncture made wfth a hot needle (held on the end of 
a stick) every few f eet will help in flattening the tail when wrapping it, 
especially when twisted.The hot needle melts the edges of the puncture and stops 
the plastic tearing. Sl' \NLEY tPE1-..'L. 
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ATTACHING TUBUL~R TAILS: -
I . Lay end of tail fl at acrocs approximately 8 inches of carpet or insulating 

tape , overlapping by about t ". 
2 . Fold tape over and a r ound. 
3 . Pull -l 11 tail end over taped tube onto the outside and add another strip of 

tape for extra strength. 
4 . Fl atten the tube and using a paper punch put a hole about a third of the 

way across the width of the flattened tube. 
5.0pen tube and thread a heavy duty line through the holes with a ~~~ leng~h 

of plastic tube placed on the inside between the two holes to ac t as a spacer. 
Mo.ke a 3" loop on the outside and fasten a swivel clip . 

I . 
). 

Plastic 

Tube 

~ape 

~~~-] ~ 1]4· 
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SPEEL 

LT NE S 'rO P I ; -
Cut a slot , off centre, in one end of a short length of rigid plastic tubing. 

Loop the line and thread up the tube and back into the slo ts.Diagram I . 
LI~E STOP 2 : -

Cut a two inch lene;th of i" dowel and 
PVC tape to stop splitting. Wind line twice 

put a short 
round dowel . 

Diagram 2 . 

slot·in each end.Bind with 
Diagram 2 . 

~:ia5ram I . 
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' PrtiDLE RINGS : -
Host camping and boating shops stock tent and awning D- rings in heavy guage 

aluminium which are super str ong , come in various oizes and,bes::. of all , are pretty 
cheap . JOIH! I3P.RK~~R 
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A siruule way to keep those tails tidy is to 
cut out from f.-- ~ ply a f'lt letter H about I!J" 
by 7" with tv:o ~~~ rounded squares at each end. 
Three tails can be wrapped on one after the 
o tilcr. STAr:LEY SPF 1-:L 
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Here is a world record claimed by liorman Bragp,er of the 1·~idland Kite Fliers .. Let 
us .l:L>1ow if.,you have any previous claim to this record. - -- ~ " ..... ,_-
The worlds fLrst reel lifting kite. Thls record was set up at 15 . 30 hrs. on the 
7th July I979 in Rec t ory Park, Sutton Goldfield. 

The writer v:as flying an 8ft delta in blustery anri unstable wind conditions whilst 
his seven year old daughter played watchdog over a couple of other kites wnich wcr.e 
lying on the ground , assembled ready for f lying.At just before I5. 30,it was decided 

. that the little lass should fly one of the kites, and so the reel fro::1 which the delta 
was being flown was secured to the ground with a lino pin to enable the second 
launch to talce place. The writer had just about persuaded the kite (I t,nink it wa:: 
c;. Brookite bird)into the air when there was an excited cry of 11Daddy, look11 and he 
spun round to be greeted by the sight of the aforesaid reel boundinJ and bouncing 
at increasing speed across the land~cape,the line pin having appar~ntly been 
wrenched out of the gro'.lnd . (Who v:as "the clo\'m who said that deltas den' t pull?) .. 
Having hastily passed ~are of the ::;econd kit.e to his hit;l1ly amused offspring tne 
writer proceeded to sprint off in pursuit of his property,confident at that stage 
that he could catch up ~ith it before anythin~ drastic bappened,but,unfortunatcly , 
the ·:1ind chose at that r.1ot.1ent to veer off about 15 decrccs,tnus takir:g the line 
over a r ow of tall ash trees about 80 yards a~oay . All was well until the line 
passed across the upper~ost brarlches of one or ~ne ~r~es,but as soon as it aid 
and when the writer was almost upon it , the reel was snatched from the ground and 
haulgd in tne space of aoout three sPconds into the top of the tree where it stayed 
suspended,and this is a heavy reel! 2y this time the ,junior memb--r \'/as ha·iing 
trouble with her kite an J. '.':as shcu !:;Hl._; for h-li- , at.·l not :. ishlng to see anot.<er kite 
off or its travels the writer proceeded to sprint off back to the rescue leaving 
the sixty foot ash tree to fly hiG delLa for him . It was ~bout this ti~e that mJtters 

· reacned crisis point . At tht:: very mor .. ent that tn~ :.rit"er r-.=o.ched r.ic uo.uc;ntors side 
she pointed in the direction of the ash trees and shouted out •corr.ing down daddy" . 
She was refering not to the ash trees hut to the reel , ~hich,oa a re~ult of a cud~en 

fall in the wind speed , was being lowered steadily to the ground throu0 h the lower 
limbs of the tree , a devolopement Tihich caus ed a certain a~oun t of divided loy~lty 
\'.rhich resulted in a third spP.,rJr back in the du·ec tion of tne reel d1i c..h he reacl,ed 
just in time to prevent its return to the top of the tree. 



,. 
K. O. N. IS PROUD TO P~E3ENT ITS FIRST CO~PETlTION ( WE MAl HAVE MORE ,IT 

DEPENDS ON TJIE RBSPOHSJ~ TO Tii IS OtfB ). 

TIIF.RE I S A PRI Zt; OJi' A FIVE F00'1' OPEH YEEL DELTA }'OR THE FI RS1' CORRECT 

SOLU'l'ION OUT 01!' THE IIAT . SOLUTIOii '1'0 :-

K. O. N. KOMPETITI ON , 
94, ENDSLEIGH GAHDiNS , 

I LFORD , 

ESSEX 

I G1' 3EG. 

EifTRIES l·!UST REACH US BY THE 3 1s t OF !·1ARCH ,1'980. 

Across 

2 . Me~n ~eteor f or ~~sessing t he wind,iO) 
7. Yo heave ho etc . ~ 3 ) 
8 . Eythical rather of the son H:b.o 

came dow~ i n flames (8 J 
10 . Type 1 fo r an aam ira~le qua1i ty~ 5; 
11 . A new one i s Eeen at nBerly ever y 

k i te meetin~ (7 , 
12 . Take your pick? (5) 
15. Very l i t;ht : . t:ite !' . (5 . 
17 . French::Jcm \vho ciesianeci. the highest 

"1"-dder11 in the \''orlci (7) 
18 . 'l'he first kite in CoC.;y- 1 s manlifting 

train (5 ) 
19 . Hired lad he l ps to i~prove perfor­

mance (8 ) 
21 . Sounds like a ver y wei~hty b&r~e1 ( 3) 
22 . 'l'he eo ;:10nest confiQuation seen 

v;hcre :itcrs foreb":-~thcr(5-5) 

Do\·.rn -
1 . Sounds as thot~gh the threesoL.:es 

won the race for thic k i te(6- 4) 
2 . Current unit cuite unconnected 

wi th kitinG (6) 
3. Kite in a ~hir1? (4) 
4. Eythical flyinf; king froo Borneo(6 ) 
5. Past deeci? precisely (5) 
6. It will never fly ~ (3) 
9. Lon; sinuouc kite form (10) 

13 . Gert~~nly not the f"-rthect ~ (7) 
14 . His c~oss i:> often zee!. flying 

ove~ Scotlcr.d (6) 
16 . 'l')Jc se could be uned to decor2.. te 

one of ~rour 11 prettie:J" ( 6) 
18 . St~dy this before cuttins into 

your kite n~terial (4) 
20 • .l!:vcn ::tor e sl i ppery th::1n ripstop ~3) 


