






























KITE TRAIN REGORD 

We are launching a NATIONWIDE CO-OPERATIVE ATTEMPT on the Kite Train 
World record - we want to make a train of kites 6,000 long! 

This is the plan 

We will produce a design (either original or existing) which will then be 
circulated to all interested parties via kite groups, newsletters and personal 
mailing. Each group or person would then construct a short section of train 
- say 200 kites - which will be able to fly on its' own. There will be a 
series of gatherings throughout the season, where everyone can bring their 
sections along so that they can be linked together for the record attempt. 

We are looking into the possibility of attracting sponsorship to help with 
materials, so that we will be able to give participants free packs to make 
t heir section. 

We are currently engaged in researching ways and means, and contacting 
people up and down the country to see if there would be enough interest to 
make such a scheme viable. 

The response so far has been very positive and we are greatly encouraged. 
We are not asking anybody to make a commitment at this stage, since there 
is still a great deal of groundwork to be done, but a rough shape is 
beginning to emerge. We should be able to firm this up before Christmas, and 
move ahead with design tests in the New Year. 

Interested? 

Let us know and we will keep you up to date. 

Andrew Vermes 
26 Upland Road 
South Croydon 
Surrey 
CR2 6RD 

GW) 01 686 6350 

Allan Davies 
15 Beech Crescent 
Poynton 
Stock.port 
Cheshire 
SK12 lAW 

[ill 0625 874108 
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Many of you may be aware that the 
Gigantic Japanese kite left by the 
team which came under sponsorship 
of the Observer newspaper to 

· Parliament Hill Fields some years ago 
was given shelter by Science Museum 
at their Wroughton aerodrome base 
near Swindon. There is a scheme to 
repair the kite after its sad 
exposure to British rain and have it 
on display at Wroughton after work 
by local group and the Midland Kite 
Fliers under Bill Souten. 

These negotiations through the 
Curator of the National Aeronautical 
Collection has led to a new prospect. 
August 8/9 1987 is a viewing 
weekend with public admission to see 
many aircraft and other exhibits in 
the hangars at Wroughton. It is also 
the dates set aside for a model 
aircraft meet organised by the R.A.F. 
M.A.A. The Curator has extended an 
invitation for kite groups to take 
part in what could be called the 
"Science Museum Kite Fly"". This could 
well develop into the equivalent of 
the world famous event which takes 
place around Easter each year with 
the blessing of the Smithsonian 
Museum, Washington D.C. Plans are 
advancing well. with the possibilty of 
camping on site also being available, 
more news as it develops. but keep 
August 8/9 free for what could be a 
big event. 

From the Wessex Kite Group. 

The Wessex Kite Group covers the 
Wessex area for kiteflying. Our two 
main events held this year (1986) 
took place in fine weather and we 
attracted a good number of 
spectators. I give here details of 
the two main events of our group 
for 1987. 

Two Day Kite Festival. Royal Victoria 
Country Park, Netleg, Near 
Southampton. July 25th and 26th 
1987 sixth year. Flying from 
10.30am until 6.00pm. with the award 
Ted Ladd Trophy for Kiteflier of the 
Year. 

Bournemouth International Kite 
Festival, Hengistburg Head, near 
Christchurch, Dorset. Sunday August 
30th 1987 - fourth gear. Flying 
from 10.00am. 

News from the Devon Kitefliers. 

Here are the fixtures for 1987. April 
20th, Hag 25th, June 21st, August 
31st, September 20th, and Oct 25th 
fly-in at Godsworthg. near Tavistock, 
Devon. July 12th Caradon, Cornwall. 
For further information contact -
L.J.Symons, .. Devon Kitefliers", Ju'Les' 
Gla, East Waytown, Goodleigh Road. 
Snapper, Barnstaple, Devon. 

News of a Kite Festival in Dunkirk on 
13/14 of June. This festival la 
organised by the Town of Dunkirk 
and friends of the Earth. As well as 
kites there will be various other 
wind related things going on. 

If you are interested and register 
before May 15th you will able to 
have free sleeping accommodation in 
the local youth hostel. The organiser 
also sags that if a number of 
British Kiters are interested in 
taking part, arrangements can be 
made for picking them up and 
driving them back to the ferry 
terminal in Dunkirk or Calais. 

Contact Address for registration etc 
is - Maison de l'environnement, "'Fete 
du Cerf-Volant••, 42 Avenue Winston 
Churchill, 59240 Dunkerque, France. 
Tel.no. 28 59 20 44. 
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Kites o~nd kite bits are still available in 
Birmingham. Brian Na~lor. formall~ Manager of the 
'Kite and Balloon Co,' shop in the cit~ enjo~ed 
kites (and kiters) so much, he bought the 
business. He still works with the Kite and Balloon 
Co. and maintains good stocks whilst keeping 
abreast of the most up to date developments i11 
the kite world, 

If ~ou require spares that are not in stocl< at 
that moment, he will soon get them for ~ou. 

He is about to sell some of the 'shop soiled' 
larger kites off at the moment so pop in and have 
a cup of coffee whilst ~ou look round. 

The shop is called Balloons 'n Things, 27 Essex 
Street. Birmingham B5 4TR. Tel. no. ~21-622 

2331/5391. 

Kites being used for interior design? Leadbeater 
and Peters, Opticians in Rotherham have had their 
practice designed with kites as the main 
features. The displa~ includes both Oriental and 
Western kites including white deltas with rather 
nice "E~e" designs what else! 

A new kite maker, calling himself Benson Kites. At 
the moment he is carr~ing a basic range of nine 
kites:- Keeled Mala~, Delta, Con~ne. Flare, Mini 
Flare, Multiflare, Double Con.!jne. Roller and Triple 
Sled. Each Kite is supplied in it's own bag with 
full assembl.!:t/fl~ing instruction. A drogue or tail 
is included if the design requires one. The prices 
are reasonable, and the craftmanship on the 
kites we have seen is well above average. with 
well finished, almost old fashioned attention to 
details. Benson Kites hope to be able to extend 
their range soon, with new designs i11 the 
pipeline. For more details write (enclosing a 
S.A.E.) to Benson Kites, 8 Moorland Avenue, 
Baildon, Shiple~, West Yorkshire, BD17 6RW Tel.no. 
(~274) 586975. 

Hew Kite spotted i11 Paperchase, Tottenham Court 
Road, and also The General Store, Covent Garden. 
Called Pocket Kite, its origin - California U.S.A. 
This is a delightful small (6"max) indoor and (in a 
ver.!j light wind) outdoor kite, made of M.!jlar with a 
light plastic frame it comes complete with a 
colourful tail a11d a small control rod. 1-lith care 

it is possible to perform various stun t s indoors • 
It certainl.!:l kept us amused, perhaps this Kite is 
the ultimate in armchair fl~ing! 

Price 2.5~ available in a variet.!j of colours. 

News of a Kite Exhibtion in Wigan. David Ives is 
putting on an Exhibtion of kites at the Drumcroom 
Galler.!j Wigan from 13th Januar!f to 12th Februar~ 
for more details telephone the Galler~ on ~942 

32184~. 

South Hill Park Arts Centre are holding two kite 
mal<ing weekends, one on the 21st and 22nd March 
and a Decorative kitemaking weekend on the 28th 
and 29th of March. Details for the decorative 
workshop are as follows:- March is Kite Mo11th and 
this Workshop provides an alternative to the more 
pratical Kite making workshop held previous!~. 

Gill Bloom of The Kite Societ.!j, is an experienced 
applique kite maker. An9one with a working 
knowledge of machine sewing will be able to 
produce a beautiful. colourful •ppliqued design 
kite b9 the end of the weekend. Fl9 it, hang it 
indoors and start a collection ! There will be a 
charge of 5.~~ for materials. If possible please 
bring a sewing machine with ~ou ! The enrolment 
fee is 14.~~. 

For more details contact Kate Stoddart, South Hill 
Park Arts Centre, Bracl<nell Berkshire R612 4PA 
tel.no. ~344 427272. 

An important new kite related book pr oduced b~ 

John 1-Hlding. entitled "How to make a deep sk9 
reel with accessories". A book of this sort has 
long be overdue, beautifull.!j produced it gives 
clear and erudite instructions for a reel that 
can be eas~ produced b9 .!jour average D.I.V. 
person. This book gives full instructions for 
ma~ing an efficient "deep-sk.!:l" reel. The reel 
however is only part of the package. as the 
author describes several accessories which 
increase its efficienc9 and usefult'less. These 
include a support bar with an abdominal rest and 
a vertical stand onto which the reel can be 
attached in seconds. An auxiliary handle is also 
described. This also can be instant!~ attached to 
the reel and increases the leverage available in 
emergency situations. 

There are 47 photographs and line dr awings to 
assist the constructor. Although some of the 
illustrations show the work being carried out with 
the use of a lathe, this tool is not necessary as 
the author has made arrangements for the parts 
comprising the bearing assembly to be available in 
the finished state. The reel is a quality product 
and has been designed for use w~h krtes ~ the 
medium size range. 

An appendix to the booK contains an article 
entitled "Getting started in kites" which hu 
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11lre11d!l appeared in the Kiteflier, It contains 
instructions on how to build a sled kite. 

The book is available either from kite shops or 
direct from the Author ilt Meridian ClocKs, 
Wheelwrights, Hillgrove, Lurguhall, Petworth, 
Sussex GU28 9EW. Price 495 including post11ge in 
the U.K. 

The bearing assembl!l• which includes the threaded 
centre spindle together with its large flange and 
the two ,,!llon bearings. can also be obtained from 
the same source . Price 9.00 including postage in 
the U.K. Interested overseu bu!lers should write 
for pa!jment details. 

Two Japanese jigsaws spotted in Libert!l's, Regent 
Street, Londot,, Quite delightful 1000 piece 
puzzles depicting two Kites b!l one of J11pan 's Kite 
muters Hashimoto. The kite are Edo with Nitthil<i-e 
p11inting. w11ve and warriors. The onl!l problem? -
the price. A mere 20.00! 

How this for impressing !lOUr Kiting friends whem 
the!l visit. Insist thff!l visit the bathroom to view 
!lOUr kite soaps. Ves Littlewoods Stores have 
recentl!l produced a range of toiletries called 
Kites. The!l are worth bu!jing for the kite 
packaging alone. But for the ultimate male Kite 
fl!jer how about a chunk!! kite soap on a rope (not 
too sure about the perfume!) and for the female 
Kite fl!ler how about small kite soaps and scented 
drawer liners printed with Kites. What will the!l 
thinK of next? 

Malvern Kites has now produced the long awaited 
new catalogue with a rather nice colour cover and 
colour inserts. For a cop!l write to Malvern Kites, 
The Warehouse, St Ann's Road, Great Malvert, 
Worcs WR14 4PZ 

The Kite Store h115 . recentl!l open11d a second 
shop at 3 M11rlborough Court off Carnab!l Street. 
London W1, Tel.no. 01 734 4320. It is larger than 
the original Ne11l Street shop with consequentl!l 
more of their enormous range of Kites and 
accessories on displa!l. 

The new shop is run b!l Viv Walters who hils 
worked part timtP in Neal street for the past five 
!l••rs. Viv's •dult initi•tion to kite fl!jing occured 

some !jears ago on a wet and wind!! New Years Da!l 
on Clifton Downs in Bristol with a super T•n and • 
pair of borrowed oversized black wellies. Bo t h 
And!l King and Martit, Lester were in 11ttendence 
and Viv's enthusiasm for kites h•• never been 
the same since that fateful da!l! 

To celebrate the opening of this 111'W shop, which 
is not onl!l a big step forward for the Kite Store, 
but also vies well for the hl!alth of Br itish l<iting. 
Viv has generousl!l offered Kite Societg m•mbers 
an extra 5/. discount in his store durh,g t he 
months of Februarg and M11rch (lis long 115 nobodg 
mentiot'\& wellies !). So for th••• months • n!l 
purch11s• gou mal<• will be subject to • 10/. 
discount7 just show !lOUr Kite Societ!l me11bership 
card. 

Late last !lellr the B.B.C. programme "Down gour 
Wil!f" on Radio 4 hild an interview with a COIIIIUnit g 
artist c•ll•d Gerrg M11rsden who liv•• in 
Huddersfield. He is much involved with workshops 
prior to and with 11n annual Kite Festiv11l. Next 
!l••r (1987) it is to be h•ld on 12th Julg. A big 
affair it •••m• as about 200 kit•• flew l .. t 
!lear. along with Chil••n Fighting Kit••· 

We know no more, does lln!jon• out th•r• know 
more? If gou do ple11se let us know • • it sounds 
ver!l inter•sting. 

The lat•st version of D11vid Copperfiel d on B.B.C. 
1 features Mr Dicks flging a kit• ov•r the 
st•rting credits, it is suppos•d to be p•sted 
together from bits of Mr Dicl<s "M•11orial" (if !IOU 
dont know the stor!l looK up th• book) . However in 
the interior shots shown so f•r th• kite is Vl'r!f 
rigid and obviouslg made of pap•r whilst in thl' 
fl!ling sequences the kit• is obviouelg 1111de of 
cloth. Howev•r the kit• i• corr•ct for th• p•riod 
1820-30 ish being an English Arch Top. It 11lso 
seems to fl!l quite well •• it go••· The windl'r 
also looks correct as does the flging line which 
in close up is • ver!l rough sort of twin•, th• 
Beeb have obviousl!l done th•ir hOIII'work. 

Keep !lOur 1!!11'5 pe•l•d during March for an •rticl• 
to appear in th• Sund•!l T•l•graph. Th• articl• 
written b!f Peter Fr•ed1111n is 11 cross aection of 
l<itefl!ling in this countrg and includ•s featur•• 
on Malcolm Good11an, Th• Midland Kitefliers and 
the Vorvil< S•rpent and Gill Bloo• <•t l•••t th•t i s 
what the draft contains!). 

Gill is described as a goung upwardlg mobil• kit • 
maker or VUKKIE!! 

We have b•en told that Mal~.JI'rn Kites •r• 
producing Wgcombe Pockl't Kites with th• C.N.D . 
logo printed on thl'm. 

At the ume time w• found that the Kite Store are 
producing Flging Discs for the11 as well. 



78 O XHILL ROAD , HANDS W OR TH, BIRMINGHAM, 81t eltM: 

A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR~ 

FLYING IN 1917 AND GOOD 

M.K.F. CALENDAR OF MNrS· 
At t he recent Annual General Meeting of the club it was decided· that we s-hould hold 

a meeting on the first Sunday of every month at our 'home ' fly- i n site, the Extension 

to the Arboretum on the Broadway in Walsall. This f ly-in woul d be open to anyone 

interested. in coming along and joining us. To supp l ement these fly- i ns we are al so 

involved in helping to organise the following events in 1987. 

5th 

14th 

5th 

16th 

April 1987 

June 1987 

July 1987 

August 1987 

M.K.F. 8th Birthday Meeting. Walsall Ar boretum, Walsal l. 

Joint M.K.F. & N. K.G. Meeting. Staffor d Common , Stafford. 

Shrewsbury Kite Festival, Sundorne Road , Shrewsb ury . 

Rufford Park Meeting, Rufford, Nottinghamsh ire. 

8th November 1987 M. K. F. A.G.M. Holyhead School, Handsworth, Bi rmingham. 

The M. K.F. have also been invited to become involved in an Ai r Peace day t o be held 

on Sunday 12th July in Fairford , Glos. Robert Cook is the organiser and he can be 

contacted on 028 583 479 . All the money raised will 

go to Bread not Bombs and Live Aid. 

THE ROKKAKU CHALLENGE 

THE MIDLANDS KI TE FLIERS BID FOR SUCCESS IN 1987 

The Midlands Kite Fliers are pleased to announce 

t he f ormation of their Rokkaku Kite Team . In true 

M. K. F. style we have already designed our logo, it 

is based in t he Ying Yang sign . However in even 

truer M. K.F . style we have yet to build any kites. 

But this a mere incidental to the team that 

' occasionally' flies a 500 metre Serpent . Lets hope 

that over the coming summer we'll have the chance 

to challenge other kite groups at the various venues. 

Best wishes to all who get involved .............. . 

Bill Souten . 

ROKKAKIJ 
KITErtAM 
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OCTO~fR 12,1966 

GRfftl DRITftln 
The first International Kite Fly for Peace 'One Sky - One World' on Sunday 12t h 

October took place in more than 75 locations all over the world. In Europe 

approximately 5,000 kite fliers and 25,000 spectators took part in the activi t ies. 

About 6,000 kites shared the great air ocean on the european continent. First results 

from the USA have shown, that over 100,000 spectators took part in the festiv i ties. 

The weather conditions in Europe were very good so far as sunshine and temper ature 

were concerned (it only rained in Bristol !) However the reported wind condit i ons 

were only favourable in Holland and Northern Germany. A little more wind on the 

continent would have helped a bit. 

TABLE OF RESULTS FROM GREAT BRITAIN .......................................... . ..... . 

LOCATIONS 

West Midlands 

Bristol 

Blackheath 

Bushey, Herts 

Shrewsbury 

No Mans Land 

Norwich 

Brighton 

Saltburn 

REPORTED MAX 
NUMBER OF KITES 
UP AT ONE TIME 

18 

5 

240 

1 

16 

40 

50 

48 

REPORTED TOTAL 
NUMBER OF KITES 
UP ALL DAY 

54 

12 

325 

1 

27 

90 

100 

190 

50 

REPORTED 
NUMBER OF 
KI TEFLIERS 

16 

12 

70 

1 

17 

65 

100 

23 

30 

REPORTED 
NUMBER OF 
SPECTATORS 

150 

130 

1 

200 - 300 

200 - 300 

300 

1500 

As can be seen from the results above Britain's participation in 'One Sky - One World 

was very successful considering the very late organisation that went in. This 

criticism was shared by every group or individual involved, however for a fir s t 

attempt it was still a marvellous achievement. Lets now start preparing for 

'One Sky - One World' on the 11th October 1987. 

Any individuals or groups interested in taking part s hould contact Bill Souten ..... 

76 Oxhill Road, Handsworth, Birmingham. B21 9RH. 
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Februar!J 1st Thorndon Park, Brentwood, Essex. E. K.G. Fl!J-in. 
February 8th Gr afham Water, North Side, Peterborough. G.O.K.F. Fly-in. 
Februar!J 15th South We aid, Brentwood, Essex. E .K .G. Fly-in. 
March 1st Great Bentley Green, Colc hester, Essex. E.K.G. Fly-in. 
March 8th Grafham Water , North Side, Peterborough. G.O.K.F. Fly-in. 
March 15th Wick ford Memoria I Par k, Chelmsford, Essex. E.K.G. Fly-in. 
March 21st/22l1d Basic Kite Workshop . Arts Cenhe, Bracknell. See General 

Interest for furthe r details . Workshop. 
March 28th/29th Decorative Kite Workshop. Arts Centre, Bracknell. See General 

Interest for further details. Workshop. 
April 5th Walsall Arborteum, Walsall , West Midlands. M.K.F. Fly-in. 
April 12th Thorndon Park, BreMwood, Essex. E.K.G. Fly-in. 
April 12th Ferry Meadows, Peterborough. G.O.K.F. Fly-in. 
April 19th/20th Blackheath Easte1' Event, London. B.K.A. Festival. 
April 26th Great Bentley Green, Colchester, Essex. E.K.G. Fly-in. 
May 3rd Old Warden Aerodrome, Biggleswade, Beds. K.S. Festival 
May 10th St Neots River Park. G.O.K .F. Fly-in. 
May 25th Godsworthy, North Devon. D.K.F. Fly-in. 
May 30th/31st York Festival of Kites, York . See York Page. Festival. 
June 12th-14th Scheveni11gen Kite Festival , Holland. Festival. 
June 12th-14th Du11kerque Kite Festival. Fr ance. Festival. 
June 14th Ferry Meadows, Peterborough. G.O.K.F. Fly-in. 
June 14th Staffords Festival of Kites, The Common, Stafford. 

M.K.F . Festival. 
June 17th-21st 3rd Festival of Fano, De nmark. Festival 
June 25th-28th Cervia Kite Festival, Italy . Festival • 
. June 21st Gods worthy, North Devon. D.K .F. Fly-in. 
June 21st Wooburn, High Wycombe. P .M . Festival. 
June 28th Petworth Kite Festival, East Sussex . K.S . Festival. 
July 5th Shrewsbury Kite Festival , Shr opshir e . M.K.F. Festival. 
July 12th Blackheath Summer Rally , London. B.K.A. Festival. 
July 12th Grafham Water North Si de . G.O.K.F. Fly-in. 
July 12th Caradon, Cornwall. D.K.F. Fly-in. 
July 19th Derby Racecourse, Derby. M .K.F. (PI'ovisional). Festival. 
July 25th/26th Wessex Kite Festival , Net l ey, So ut hampton. W.K.G. Festival. 
August 8th/ 9th Science Museum Kit ef ly, ~l rought on, Swindon. See 

Events Page. Festival. 
August 9th St Heots River Park. G.O.K.F. Fly-in. 
August 16th Rufford Park Kite Day, Derby. M.K.F . Festival. 
August 30th Hengistbury Head, Bour nemouth. W.K.G. Festival. 
Sept. 5th/6th Bristol Kite Weekend, Brist oJ. Festival. 
Sept. 13th Fer r y Meadows, Peterborough. G.O.K.F. Fly-in. 
Sept. 18th-20th Berlin Kite Festival. Festival. 
Sept. 20th Gods worthy, North Devon. D.K .F. Fly-in. 
Sept. ???? Malvern Kite Weekend. Malve rn Ki t es. Festival. 
October 3rd/4th 1-lanne Kite Festival, Belgi um . Festival. 
October 4th Old Warden Aerodrome, B i gglesl~ ade, Beds. K.S. Festival. 
October 11th One SKy One Wor ld, In te r national Flight fo r Peace. 

K.S. Event. 
October 25th Godswor thy, North Devo 11. D.K.F. Fly-in. 

The Kite Society, 31 Grange Road, Ilfo r d, Essex IG1 1EU. 
Midland Kite Fliers, 76 Oxhill Road, Handsworth , Birmingham 
B21 9RH 
Great Ouse Kite Fliers, 10 Laxton Close , Eaton For d, 
St. Neots, Huntingdon, Cambs. PE19 3AR. 
L.J. Symons, Devon Kite Fliers, Ju'Les' Gla , East Wayto wn, 

Esse x Ki te Gr oup, 34 Mortimer Road, Rayleigh, Esse x. 
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Advertisement 

Internal memo concerning EEC Council Directive 1345/86/2. 

Circulation:Depts C4, K7, Y9 
Copies to; File, Security 

The Director has expressed his deep concern to me that the 
c ontents of the internal Council directive mentioned above have 
been disclosed to the general public in the press and news 
services.He has asked me to make enquiries to discover who 
croaked/took the cash/told the Press. With the continuing public 
debate about various EEC warehousing policies- in popular 
parlance Butter "Mountains" and Wine "Lakes" - the revelation of 
the exsistence of an EEC Kite "Stack" gave the Daily's a field 
day with headlines such as "Kite Stack Biggest Ever" (the 
Thymes), "Euro-Stack builds Up" (the Dependent) and "Euro-MP Kite 
Scandal Inquiry" (the Sum). Obviously, the Director is rather 
concerned about the exact details of this directive being leaked 
to the papers and has ordered that the following precautions 
should be taken to prevent a recurrence;-

Firstly, since Directive 1345/8 6/2 concerns the support of a 
minimally profitable cottage industry in a number of member 
states (principally the UK, FDR and the Netherlands) the Director 
has authorised future payments in support of the Kite & Reel 
Assembly Policy (better known internally by its acronym- K.R.A.P) 
to be made directly to recipients in EEC green money (cash) to 
avoid the Press tracing payments and the other numerous demands 
that would made on the Industry if normal methods of payment were 
used. 

Secondly, all future mention of and references to payment~ 
made under the K.R.A.P scheme will be made by the use of the code 
phrase ''Kite Festival". Thus, we should see mention of a number 
of "Kite Festivals" within the next few months, the numbers 
reflecting the state of the industry in each member state. 

Finally, to dispose of the embarrassing surplus of Kites it 
is proposed that individual retail outlets should have regular 
sales of the over-stock and this should occur at the beginning of 
each financial year . 

Not quite a Euro-Sale, but assorted discontinued 
and other kites available cheapish now. 

The Kite Store 1, 69 Neal Street, London WC2H 9PJ.Tel:Ol-836 1666 
The Kite Store 2, 3 Marlborough Court, London Wl .Tel:Ol-734 4320 
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