












































THE SPENDLOVE PAGE

To Norman King (KF No. 30, letter): Oy Norm, we're not all like that! Yes I'm a
"tyer", and I do sometimes tie down a biggish commercial kite at a festival,
though more usually on a mostly deserted park. However, I do try to keep
my eye on the tied-down Kite, which often isn’t particularly big. I think we
“tyers” have another point you haven’t mentioned, viz. that half the point
of attending a flying-meeting is not to fly kites oneself (after all, why
travel halfway across the city/county/country/continent to do what you
could do more conveniently at home?), but rather to meet fellow Kiters! On
the other hand, if everyone just went to meet friends and didn’t actually
fly anything, the meeting would be rather lacking, wouldn’t it? So "tying"
can be an attempt to get the best of both worlds. Mind you, if one is to
“live and let live", then certainly, as you imply, we "tyers" should be careful
to act responsiblu.

To George Webster (Ditto), re weather forecasting: I think the basic rule
(the source of which I forget) is this general one:
You can’t win;

You can't break even;
You can’t even quit the game.

Any help George?

On the subject of the York Festival of Kites, the bit about the rokkaku
challenge begins "If there are solemn promises to abide by the both the
spirit and the letter of the rules.." Hmm..I see what they mean, but if they
are willing to consider organising two challenges, why not a third? Rules
would be something like this:

1. Any sort of kite, of any size, may be flown on any sort of line, by any
size of team.

2. All contestants/spectators injured shall be put before a committee, which
shall decide whether the injured shall be put down. If euthanasia shall be
decided upon, it shall be carried out with a sword or axe nicked from the
Jorvik Centre by whomever offers the committee the highest fee. It shall be
the responsibility of the team which caused the injury to bury the body, so
each team should be equipped with picks, spades etc. Of course, these may
come in useful otherwise, too, if you can bury your opponents alive!

3. Firearms should not be used, nor chemical or bacterial weapons, unless
the user can ensure that he or she will not be found out. ¥%This rule also
excludes nuclear weapons.¥

4. Corruption and fraud are forbidden. All bribes, etc. shall be offerred
openly.

The exhibition of Kites in Wigan, organised by David Ives and mentioned in
Notice Board in the last issue, I found most attractive, especially the rather
heavy but, to me, very original "art" kites by Steve Brockett, of whom I
hadn’t heard before.
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THE SPENDLOVE PAGE

I'm known to have some interest in miniature Kkites, though, in fact, I've
done nothing in this field of late. However, I've recently received a minikite
from Charlie Sotich, outright winner of the IESK the other year, and
stalwart of the Chicago Skyliners. It’s an Eddy type. 2 7/8" across, of that
superfine Mylar with a tiny hummingbird painted on. Spars are what I take
to be Boron fibre. It’s magic - but how on earth one does such a creation
justice beats me. I can’t take a satisfactory photo (no macro lens, no
bellows); even if I could you couldn’t copy it in colour. So just a drawing will
have to suffice.

The sail is clear; the thin double border is blue, and I think it is done with
fibre tip. The bird (green and white, with red head) and plant (yellow and
green) look as though they may be some form of transfer. The line, which is
attached directly at the point where the spars cross, is some type of
monofil; it seems finer than the finest I've seen before, which is rated at a
half-kilo. And the packing’s as classy as the Kkite: it's in a video-tape case,
complete with a miniaturised winder, of styrofoam or the like, 2.5mm thick,
with a thin sliver of bamboo as an axle.

Back to the gquestion of Ye Olde Rokkaku Challenge, but seriously this time.
Although not a "fighterist” myself, I feel it only proper to repeat the point
I've made before, that there are other types of fighter kite, and maybe
they shoudn’t be neglected. Last year, you may recall, the use of the
Rokkaku design at the competition in York was merely recommended, not
obligatory, though in fact that was the form all entrants chose. It may be
too late to change plans for this year now, but maybe the organisers can
keep this point in mind.

EVENTS NEWS

Following the incredible success of the Festival of the Air in Washington,
SUnderland U.K. last year, which 28,000 people attended. I am now pleased to
announce that we will be organising another Kkite festival spectacular this
year.

The date for the 1987 Festival of the Air is 2nd August.

As well as spectacular kites and kite flying the festival will also have a full
programme of entertainment. The details of which we shall be circulating as
soon as they are finalised.

In the meantime put the 2nd August 1987 in your diaries and circulate it to
your fellow Kkitefliers. I do hope you will be able to come and help make
another wonderful event.

In connection with the festival there are two workshops. Family workshop on
the 27/28/29 April - 5,560 per person for the three days including
materials. A master class 6/7 June details to be announced. To book either
of these workshops phone 091 416 6440.

The week before is a special kite week with many planned events. Contact
the centre for details of camping etc. As for last year Nishi and Ohashi are

in the country for a few months doing workshops etc.
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EVENTS

The latest news of the York Kite
Festival is as follows:-

Jim Rowlands has organised a buffet
meal for festival participants for
the Saturday evening. It will be at
one of the major hotels and will cost
in the region of £7.50. The meal will
consist of a starter, a range of
(cold) meats and salads, sweet and

coffee. A cash bar will also be
provided. The booking will only be
confirmed if there is sufficient

expressed interest and payment, in
advance, of at least 25 persons.

On the Saturday evening there is
also a ceilidh in York for which the
festival has been offered subsidised
if not free tickets. Such tickets as
I receive can be distributed at the
festival.

All the hotel rooms have now been
allocated and those booking rooms
should hear from Ann Hoskins in the
near future if they haven't done so
already, confirming the booking and
giving details of hotels etc. Any
outstanding amounts should be paid

on or before participants’ arrival at
York.

On the other hand there are still
plenty of places on the Kitemaking
Master Classes 28th and 23th May:
Fee £5.00 per day to cover the cost
of materials and the boomerang
workshop 28th May: Fee £1.00.

To reserve a place for the evening
meal or a place at the workshops
send a letter to Ann Hoskins, York
Festival of Kites, 2 Dewsbury Place,
York. Please make any cheques
pauable to York Festival of Kites.

One final point. All those people who
have requested car passes should
receive them during April.

We have received some news from
KAPWA  (Kite Aerial Photography

NEWS

Worldwide Association) concerning the
centenary of the first Aerial
FPhotograph taken by Kite by Arthur
Batut in 1888.

In conjunction with La Societe
d’Etude et Recherches Archealogiques
et Historiques de Labruguiere a

number of events have been
organised to celebrate this
centenary.

In July 1988 the first world
conference of kite aerial
photography will take ©place in

Labruguiere. During the three days
of the event practitioners will take
photographs from Kkites on the site
used by Arthur Batut and compare
photographic  movies  and video
techniques used nowadays to take
aerial views by Kite.

Inauguration of an avenue bearing
the name of the inventor.

The issue in 1988 of a postal stamp
commemorating Arthur Batut and his
invention. Current negotiations look
favourable for this to happen.

Publication of a bi-lingual booklet
(French and English) on the subject
of photography by kite, it's historu,
techniques and a biography of
Arthur Batut.

of an exhibition of
kites from all over the

The creation
classical
world.

The creation of an Arthur Batut
museum in Labruguiere.

In order to carry out all of the
above items support is required from
as many people as possible who are
interested. So if you have any
thoughts or ideas on this matter

send them to - KAPWA, 14 Avenue
Capitaine Piret, 1150 Brussels,
Belgium.
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An idea from of one of readers bhas
captured our imagination and we have
dacided to attempt to take it further. Geoff
Warren wrote to us stating that he would
like to know which libraries held copies of
Kite books., Subsaquent to that we recieved
from him a list of Kite books held by
Hereford and Worcester County Libraries.
The list showed both Adult and junior
sections as well as listing the locations of
the books. What we would like to do is
recieve a similar list from our readers
showing the books available in your local
library. We will then collate (at some time in
the future) the lists together and be able to
answer guestions concerning the location of
Kite books.

So if you would like to volunteer to
approach your local library please let us
Know so that it can be co-ordinated.

but not very well and there is little mention
of the safety aspects. If you are interested
in obtaining further information write to
UFD SAM Ltd.,, 17 Devonshire Street, London
WIN 1FS,

As you may have noticed in the last few
issues there have been a number of
mentions concerning computers and Kites.
Tom Pratt wrote enclosing a short Basic
program for a Spectrum. It is very similar
to Axel Voss's program mentioned in the last
issue but for a twin keeled delta.

Axel has also sent us a listing of his
program. It is quite long and well commented.
If anyone wishes to have a photocopy of
either of these programs they should get in
touch with us.

Ted Fleming has also been sent a copy of
Arxel's program and he adds some further
information. Apparently Axel’s program is
written for a PCW B256 in Mallard Basic and
Ted canmot run it on his CPC 6128 which uses
Locomotive Basic, Looking at the listing it
should be quite easy for a home computer
user to convert it to the appropriate
basic.

A snippet from The Independant of 1&th
January 1987. Headed Risky Kites it reads:-

Police decided on radical remedies when
Hindu groups clashed over Kite flying in
Ahmedebad, India. Harish Bhatt of Gujarat
state police, explained: "They were fighting
over a dispute over Kite flying. When we saw
it was getting out of hand we opened fire:
Ten people were wounded by police fire.

We have received some forward publicity for
UFO Sam. This is the flying object (as the
inventor calls it) which has been in the naws
during the last few wmonths causing much
concern to the authorities. The main
problem was the way it is being sold i.e.
capable of flying to 2000 feet without any
warning as to the legal limitation of 200
feet. The publicity now includes this limit

We have received some information about a
kite show being held at the Cafe Gallery.

The exhibition dates are Wednesday 13th May
to Sunday 7th June 1987. Open 1llam - &pm.
There will be a private viewing on Sunday
12th May from 3-46pm. The exhibition will
include Kkites made by artists, Kites made by
children and Kites made by enthusiasts.
There will also be a closing party on
Sunday 7th June fraom 3 - 6 pm incorporating
a Grand Kite Flying for all who would like to
fly their Kites in the park in which the
gallery stands, (weather permitting). All
other Kites are welcome too - come fly your
Kite!

If you want any more information the
address to write to is:- Cafe Gallery, By
the Pool Southwark Park, Bermondsey,

London SElé. Tel - 232 2170/ 237 1230.

Further news of the Science Museum Kite fly
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being held at Wroughton on August 8/9. The
event is definitely going ahead with the
proposed autline programme as follows:-

Saturday August Bth, At least three
competitions, as yet to be specified. Prizes
to be awarded to 4th place in sach event.
Sunday August 9th. Free for all flying in a
festival manner, with commentary and a
special area set aside as a kite clinic for
novices.

Accommodation. Camping area provided with
water and toilet facilities plus hard
standing for caravans. Nominal charge per
head will have to apply in this instance.

Admission. Normally &1.00 per adult, children
free but these charges to be waived on
presentation of special passes to be issued
by the Science Museum

The area designated will be clearly
identified, reasonably close to the static
xhibition of transport and aircraft, with
adequate room for a full scale festival.

The gigantic Japanese Kite which remains in
store at Wroughton now needs considered
attention by a group of volunteers to get it
into a state where an attempt might be made
to fly it during this weekend.

All that remains is for members to advise
us whether they are planning to attend or

-of local

not. This is to enable passes to be
prepared and further information issued
when it becomes available.

We have just received some information

about the Kite festival being held at Reims
on 9th and 10th May 1987, The event is being
held at Parc Leo Lagrange as last year,

With the festival there is a conference on
Kite aerial photography being held on the
Sunday morning. It is expected that a number
of people from the scientific world,
universities, archeaology and agriculture
will be there as well as large party from
KAPWA.

On Saturday evening there will be a buffet
foods held at the centre
Saint-Exupery. There will also be night flying
on the Saturday.

Cheap accommodation is available from the
organisers so if you are interested in
attending you should write to us by the 25th
April.

The catalogue for Handmade Kites by Sarah
Duvall has fallen into our hands. The range
includes Nagasaki Hata Kites, Korean
Fighting Kites, Hexagons and San_jo Rokkakus.
All the Kites are made from ripstop nylon
with the pattern sewn onto the front. The
back is not cut away which would tend to
diminish the kKite when flying but not when
they are on the ground. Prices fr‘om% 12.00
to ’%45.@0 (excluding Post and Packing)
Windsocks are also available as are
banmners and wall hangings which can be
made to your own design.

If you are interested write to Sarah Duvall,
2 Tregullon Cottage, Lanivet, Bodmin,
Cornwall, PL30@ SBH.

Simpsons of Picadilly are having a silk
sensation month - 3@th March to 25th April
and are borrowing some of Malcolm
Goodmans silk butterfly Kites and his big
dragon as part of the display.

We bhave heard some more news about UFD
Sam. Apparently the publicity firm are hoping
to have demonstrations of the Kkite at
festivals around Britain, In addition it is
hoped that an attempt on the record for
endurance will be atterpizd around one
festival. The organisers are hoping to get
celebrities tao fly the Kite throughout this
attempt. (Or to put it another way hype the
Kite even more!'.

PAGE 21



KITE CALENDAR FOR 1987

April
April
May
May
May
May
May
June
June
June
June
June
June

June
June
June
June
June
July
July
July
July
July
AuQg.
Aug.

Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.

Oct.
KlSl

M.K.F.
G.0.K.

D.K.F.
E.K.G.

B.K.F.
N.K.G.

19th/2@th
26th
Jrd
10th
1@th
25th
I0th/31st
7th
7th
12th-14th
12th-14th
14th
14th

17th-21ist
25th-28th
2ist
2lst
Z2Bth
Sth
12th
12th
19th
28th/26th
2nd
8th/9th

9th
16th
I0th
Sth/bth
13th
Ith
18th-20th
2@th
Ird/4th
4th
1ith

25th

Fl

Blackheath Easter Event. London. E.K.A. Festival.
Great Bentley Green, Colchester, Essex. E.K.G. Fly—in.
0ld Warden Aerodrome, Biggleswade, Beds. K.S. Festival
Brighton Festival. Waterhall Playing Fields.B.K.F. Festival.
§t Neots River Park. B.0.K.F. Fly=in,.
Bodsworthy. North Devon. D.K.F. Fly—in,
York Festival of Kites, York. Y.K.F. Festival.
Cafe Ballery Fly—in, Southwark, London. K.S. Fly-in.
Croydon Kite Festival, Purley Way, Croydon, Festival.
Scheveningen Kite Festival, Holland. Festival.
Dunkerque Kite Festival. France. Festival.
Ferry Meadows, Peterborough. G.0.K.F. Fly=in.
Staffords Festival of Kites, The Common, Stafford.

M.K.F. Festival.
Jrd Festival of Fano, Denmark. Festival
Cervia Kite Festival, Italy. Festival.
GBodsworthy, North Devon. D.K.F. Fly=in,
Wooburn, High Wycombe. P.M. Festival.
Petworth Kite Festival, East Sussex. K.S. Festival.
Shrewsbury Kite Festival, Shropshire. M.K.F. Festival.
Grafham Water North Side. G.0.K.F. Fly—in,
Caradon, Cornwall. D.K.F. Fly=in.
Blackheath Summer Rally, Blackheath, London. Festival
Wessex Kite Festival, Netley, Southampton. W.K.G. Festival.
Washington Festival of the Air, Sunderland. Festival.
Science Museum Kitefly, Wroughton, Swindon. See

General Interest Festival.
St Neots River Park. G.0.K.F. Fly=in,
Rufford Park Kite Day, Derby. M.K.F. Festival,
Hengistbury Head, Bournemouth. W.K.G. Festival.
Bristol Kite Weekend, Bristol, Festival.
Darwen Kite Festival. Lancs. N.K.G. Festival.
Ferry Meadows, Peterborough. 6.0.K.F. Fly=in.
Berlin Kite Festival. Festival,
Godsworthy, North Devon. D.K.F. Fly=in.
Malvern Kite Weekend. Malvern Kites. Festival.
Wanne Kite Festival, Belgium. Festival.
0ld Warden Aerodrome, Biggleswade. Beds. K.S. Festival,
One Sky One World, International Flight for Peace.

K.S. Event.
Godsworthy, North Devon. D.K.F. Fly=in,

The Kite Society, 1 Grange Road, llford. Essex IG1 1EU.
Midland Kite Fliers, 7& Oxhill Road, Handsworth, Birmingham
B21 FRH

Great Ouse Kite Fliers, 1@ Laxton Close. Eaton Fords

St. Neots, Huntingdon, Cambs. PELIT TAR.

L.J.Symons, Devon Kite Fliers, Ju’Les’ Gla, East Waytoun.

Essex Kite Group, 34 Mortimer Road, Rayleigh, Essex.

Brighton Kite Fliers, 5T New Road, Shoreham by Sea., Sussex.
Northern Kite Group, 41 Ashfield Drive. Clayton Bridge, Manchester.
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THE KITE SOCIETY of GREAT BRITAIN
31 GRANGE ROAD
ILFORD
ESSEX IG1 1EU

you wondering if there any groups or organisatians you ecan join?

KITE SOCIETY of GRERT BRITAIN may be the answer. The Kite Society was
ated to encourage communication between kitefliers, both the novice and
expert.

beriefits of membership include:-
R quarterly publication of a newsletter to which members are
emcouraged to communicote. Plus Kite plans, kite news and details of
events around the country, both national and local.
Information sheets to keep members informed of the lotest news
between publication of the Kiteflier. These will be produced in March,
May, June, Rugust and September.
Free admission to the bi-annual kite festival held at O0ld Warden,
Bedfordshire.
Discount ot kite shops throughout the U.K. and Europe.
BERSHIP FEE: [For details of overseas memberships write to the above address)
. membership B.00 per year. For this memoers will receive four issues of
Kiteflier and the benefits as listed above.
uced membership of 5.00 per year is available. For this members receive
r issues of The Kiteflier, benefits as above except for the information
ets.
plemeritary membership for o person living at the same address 2.00. For
t low cost fee o membership card will be issued for discount and entry o
0ld Warden.
H0CS OF PRYMENT
cheques, Postal Orders or Money Orders should be made payable to The Kite
ety

[SH TO JOIN THE KITE SDCIETY AND ENCLOSE A CHEQUE/PDSTAL DRDER/ MDNEY

R/CASH FOR MADE PAYRBLE TD THE KITE SOCIETY.

1s& indicate type of membership required - Full [0 or Reduced O

3 SUPPLEMENTRRY MEMBERS:-
ESE

" EOCE TELEPHONE NO.

\5E YILK THIS BOX IF vOU HAVE ANY DBJECTIONS TO YDUR NRAME AND RDDRESS BEING HELD
HE KITE SOCIETY FOR MAILING PURPOSES DNLY [

I5E SEND THIS FORM WITH PAYMENT TO THE RBOVE RDDRESS.

.
' 33

KITE SOCIETY

m

T
LKA A

THE KITE SOCIETY SWEATSHIRTS

High quality, 50% Polyester 50% Cotton mix, crew neck, fleece lined sweatshirts.

I

|

Available in either White or Grey Marl with a black logo on the left breast.
SIZES: 36" (S), 38" (M), 40/42" (L), 44" (XL), 46" (XXL).
The Kite Society logo is approximatley 90mm by 130mm in size.
PRICE £10.00 each plus £1.00 for post and packaging.

Delivery will take about 28 days. Cash with orders please..............



In response to your constant requests for more participation in the pages

of the Kiteflier I am sending you one of my illustrations. It is titled "Toody
Takes Off".

My interest in Kiteflying was revived during a college project for which we
had to build and fly our own self-representational Kites:- I have been
fascinated, enthused and quite carried away with it ever since!

This led to a thesis on the subject last year for my degree in Graphic
Design at Bristol Polytechnic - called "Why fly a kite?" it presents an
argument against the general longstanding view that Kkiteflying is “"just for
kids". I would like to thank all the kite groups that I wrote to who were an
invaluable source of information, friendly help and advice with my research

into present day kiteflying in Britain. JUliE Oak.hill

v @,lulrg pew;u, v
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