




























EVENTS NEWS 
Here are some details about events that are being held over the next fe w 
months. We would ask. that you give your support to these events. 

August 28 - 30: Wells-next-the-sea, Norfolk, Kite Festival organised by the 
Wells Arts Centre. 

August 28th & 29th: Kite making workshops with Don Dunford. 

August 30th : Kite flying day. ll.OOam - 4.00pm. 

This is the first kite festival in the area, and it's intended ·to attract both 
local people and holiday makers. Since it;s a new venture, support fro m 
established and experienced kite flyers would be very welcome. Further 
information from Eleanor Richards at:-

The Wells Centre Limited, Staithe Street, Wells-next-the-sea, Norfolk NR23 
lAN. Tel. Fakenham (0328) 710130. 

Eleanor says that she hopes this will be the first of a series of kite 
festivals in the Norfolk/Suffolk area. Contacts with other enthusiast s in the 
region would be very helpful! 

The following letter comes from Claire Howson of the Multiple Sclerosis 
Society. 

\ 
Please encourage your members to come to our Kite Extravaganza on Sunday 
2nd August 1897 at: 

The Broadbridgeheath Sports Centre, Nr Horsham, West Sussex. 12.00 
4.30pm. 

We hope to have between 400-500 youngsters between the ages of 7 - 15 
flying kites 50 at a time with the help of venture scouts and guides. 

There will also be various displays. If any of your members have unusua l 
kites please can they contact me. 

We hope it will be a fun day and that we will raise a lot of money for M.S. 

Please contact Claire at 6 Woodstock Close, Horsham, West Sussex, RH12 4YT. 

The Capital Balloon Club is holding a balloon meeting at · Danson Park , 
Bexleyheath on July 25th and 26th. Kite demonstrations and flying can be 
held up to 3.00pm when there is going to be a display of model aircraft. 

This meeting is to the benefit. of the Multiple Sclerosis Society and is the 
fourth time it has been held. 

If you are interested in seeing the balloons take off then you wi ll have t o 
be there at 7.00am!! 
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WHERE ARE OUR MEMBERS? 
We thought that HOU ma9 be interested in a breakdown of member ship hH 
countg within England, Wales and Scotland. Our findings are reproduced 
below in the form of a table. 

It represents approximatelH 700 of the members. We have excluded the 
overseas members for reasons of claritg. 

As can be seen from the graph there is a significant lack. of me mber:s in 
Scotland and _.Wales and there appears to be (not unexpectedlH) a large 
number of members based round the local groups. There are some exceptions 
to this notablg Kent, Surre9 and Hertfor dshir e . 

If gou see that gour countH is low on members then whH not promote both 
k.iteflging and The Kite Societg or even start a local gt'oup. 

We will monitor the membership returns and if there are ang s ignificant 
changes to the figures in an9 one area we will reproduce this table again. 
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THE SPENDLOVE PAGE 
Traditional sark.y comment to start: I was interested to learn from Ran 
Reeve's open letter to George Webster that I'd had no success with the kite 
design of Ran's on which the "Cheyenne Pebbler" in the April Kiteflier is 
based. My own impression was quite the contrary. 

OK, that's the jibe out of the way; here's the serious comment. As far as I 
can remember, the story is this: 

In October 1986, Ran Reeve asked for help with a design he was having 
trouble with. Though I couldn't help, I wrote to sympathise, as I'd had 
similar problems with such a hybrid of Cody and Flaix elements; later, I 
learned that others had, too. In replying Ran included a plan of a kite like 
the "Cheyyenne Pebbler". I modified this design a little, made a successful 
miniature version, and gave Ran the details of it ... or so I · thought. 
Evidently I mixe'\ up what I wrote to Ran with what I'd mentioned to someone 
else; I quite thought, for example, that I'd sent a snap of this kite both to 
Ran and to you, but obviously I didn't. 

So now I'll try and rectify my mistake! I enclose a photo of the kite flying, 
though it may not be good enough for publication, and I'll enclose a plan 
too. Cl wonder if Ran's belief that the kite I made was unsuccessful derives 
from my having said I wanted to build a full size ripstop version, and then 
not writing any more? The explanation is my not having got round to 
making the kite rather than my having done so and found it unflyableD. 

Next subject: Books on kites available at the central library in Pr eston, 
Lancs. which is the Harris Museum and Art Gallery building on the Market 
Square. The collection is largely remarkable for what it does NOT include, 
viz. The Penguin Book of Kites! They used to have at least two copies of 
the hardback edition. Whether these were culled officially, or simply stolen, 
I don't know, though I fear the latter may be the case, in view of the fact 
that older and less satisfactory books are still there. 

I'm very sorry I couldn't get to the Blackheath event, but I fear I'm 
unlikely to be able to get anywhere really for the foreseeable future. But 
that, of course, doesn't stop me flying! Though I missed an NKG event this 
weekend, the good weather we've had recently has enabled me to get out 
with a kite mast days. This afternoon, for example, there was barely a 
breath of wind, and I had my doubts about getting either of the kites I had 
with me aloft at all, but mg fears were groundless. Despite considerable 
haze, there was enough sun for thermals, and I was able to fly first a Dan 
Leigh special I got at York last year, and then a Monday Lunch Flare, 
second hand from Peter Waiters at last gear's Malvern meeting. Then I went 
back this evening with same home made kites, such as the tissue f ighter 
types, varying between around 17 and 65 cm spine, and the "Starfighter" 
high density polythene kite, which is 91.5cm long, and has a felt tip design 
"nigrogue simillima cycno" on it. Less successful was a Thai fighter our Anne 
brought me back from a holiday in Thailand; I just can't master it, though I 
came closer to doing so this evening than I have done when I've tried it 
before. Incidentally, I can recommend a braided polyester fishing line called 
Black Spider. The stuff I have is 5kg/lllb though it's true that this evening 
I could have done with a lighter line. It is only marginally thicker than 
button thread, with the advantages of being both braided instead of 
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THE SPENDLOVE PAGE 
twisted, and st1·onge1·. 

On the subject of fighters. I've mentioned before my mild surprise at the 
lack of evidence I've seen of much intel'est in kiting among people with a 
background of Indian/Pakistani/Bangladeshi cultures, since we hear now and 
again of the popularitg of the sport of kite fighting. Well, it ma!-J just be a 
flash in the pan, but there wet·e at least half a dozen fightet'S fly ing when 
I was out this afte1·noon. So far· as I could make out, the kiters were just 
enjoying flying, rather than t'eaUy fighting their kites, which were nearly all 
of the type with the fishta il at the back of the sail. (The exception looked 
a bit more like a King Kisk.eedee does). 

As usual I nearl!-J forgot St Georges Day as an excuse for kiting. Seeing a 
flag reminded me, but onl!-J late in the afternoon. There was no wind to 
speak. of, so using a 'Scoop or something to lift a full size cloth flag was 
out of the question. I had to cobble up a light wind kite, quick. This is an 
excuse for me to plug my high density poly. Whole Bag Rectangle (Des. J.S., 
pub M.Greger) get again. Colouring in solid red with marker pens can take 
ages, even if you have the marker? Never mind, tape on some tissue instead! 

In fact, this St George's Cross Kite only just flew. Because I was in a hurry, 
I made the tail - simply an extension beyond the trailing edge of the sail of 
the vertical element of the cross - of red crepe paper, which isn't the 
lightest of matel'ials as you know. Also I used a basic 3-leg bridle, as usual, 
not the 5-leg one which spreads the load on light spars better but takes 
longer to adjust. So the spars bent back markedl!-J. even in the light airs, 
letting the sail spill air mm·e than it might have. and the tail was obviously 
heavier and more drag ct·eating than was necessat·g. I suppose the ideal 
would have been a tail of high density polythene, just like the sail itself. I 
may have given a description in a previous letter some time last gear of 
the kite this is based on. No sign of a letter to you in my notes. Ah well, 
here it is now. 

LIGHT WHOLE BAG VARIANT 
This is based on the "Whole Bag" kite series in Margeret Greger's book Kites 
for Everyone. The original is a very basic square kite I suggested to her. 
This variant is intended for light winds. 
Sail: a large high density polythene bin-liner; the size I have is (nominally) 
30'j176.2cm deep, 45'j1114.3cm round the rim. Cut the bottom off the bag and 
slice open the tube this leaves; you get a sheet roughly 75 x 114cm. 
Spars: Use plastic straws to make a leading edge spar a little longer than 
the 1/e itself, and tape it on with a slight projection each side. Just bend 
back these projections to make pockets to take the ends of the two 
diagonal spars of l/16'jl1.6mm square section spruce. 36'jl91.5cm long. Pieces 
of straws can also be used to make the pockets for the other ends of 
these spars. 
Bridle: Use a 5-leg bridle - from the crossing point of the diagonal spars 
and from neat· each end of both the spars. This is to spread the load on 
them. If you use a 3-leg bridle, you need heavier diagonals e.g. l/8'jl3.175mm 
diam. ramin dowelling. 
Flight: In fact, flight is merely passable, not brilliant, but the low weight 
does permit flight of something other than a delta in a low wind, for once! 
I'd suggest a desired windspeed of around 2 Knots. 
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THE WINDHOVER. 

Design derived from one of Ran Reeve's, similar to his 
"Cheyenne Pebbler", by John Spendlove. In miniature 
form, i.e. built the same size as this plan, it is 
successful; Ran misunderstood me in implying otherwise. 

p 
0 

A 

Q 

B 

S R 
N~---+--------------------~~--------------~+---~ 

The main cross-spar has 
di-hedral, but the minor 
one (across the spine at 
El has not. I suspect it 
might need it if the k.ite 
is bigger, though. 

T C 

--- -- ----? 
MATERIALS: Tissue paper 
and split bamboo. 
BRIDLE: 2 leg from points 
C and H. (Note that H is 
the point of a roller 
type "rudder"). 

-----~ 

Dimensions are given in 
millimetres. 

CT = 15 
TR = 36 
RS = 63 
SN - 15 
CN = 129 = 
AB= 25 
BC = 16 
CD = 66 
DE = 10.5 
EF = 26.5 
FG = 118 

1/2 span,so span 
os = 12 
SM = 47 
OM= 59 
PR = 14.5 
RL = 57.5 
PL = 72 

= 258 

E 

F 

G 

BQ = 15 
QT = 16 
DK = 29 
JE = 17 
FI = 31 

AG = 262 = spine. Angle GFH = 600FH = 31 

The cross hatched area GFH represents 
the "rudder" 

JOHN SPENDLOVE 
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KITE SOCIETY GOODIES 
AVAILABLE NOW' 

The Kite Societg presents the following:-

1. Yes, theg are finallg here. Sew on 
cloth badges. Embossed design in Black 
and White. See opposite for life size 
example. Cost f.1.75. 

2. Kite Societg Button Badges. 2" 
diameter in various colours with the 
Kite Societg Logo. Cost 30p. (Sorrg no 
choice of colours). 

3. Rokkak.u Challenge Badges. 2" diameter 
in various colours with the UK Rok.kaku 
Challenge Logo. Cost 30p. 

4. Kite Societg Sweatshirts. High qualitg, 50X Polgester 50X Cotton mix, crew 
neck, fleece lined sweatshirts. Available in either White or Greg Marl with a 
black. logo on- the left breast. Price f.lO.OO. 

5. Rokk.ak.u Challenge Sweatshirts. As above available in Bright Red onlg 
featuring the UK Rok.kak.u Challenge Logo on the left breast with a larger 
logo on the back.. Price f.lO.OO. 

Sweatshirts are available in the following sizes:-

36" (S), 38" (M), 40/42" (L), 44" (HL), 46" (HHL). Please note that deliverg is at 
least 28 days for sweatshirts. 

6. Kites For Everyone by Margaret Greger. This combines her earlier kite 
making books with much new material and includes designs for more than 40 
kites ranging from sleds to facets. Also includes designs for windsocks, 
parachutes and kite bags. An excellent book. for the home kite maker or 
teacher. Price f.5.50. 

MAK 
THE 

ITEM 

KITE SOCIETY CLOTH BADGE 
KITE SOCIETY BUTTON BADGE 
ROKKAKU BUTTON BADGE 
KITE SOCIETY SWEATSHIRT 
ROKKAKU SWEATSHIRT 
KITES FOR EVERYONE 

E ALL CHEQUES PAYABLE TO 
KITE SOCIETY. 

SIZE QUANTITY PRICE TOTAL 

SUB TOTAL 
POST AND PACKING 

TOTAL 
Post and Packing is 10/. of the sub-total for :the U.K. and 20/. for foreign 
orders. Please send the above form with pagment in full to:-
THE KITE SOCIETY. 31 GRANGE ROAD. ILFORD. ESSEH IGl lEU. 



JULY 25TH/26TH 

JULY 25TH 

AUGUST 1ST/ 2ND 

AUGUST 2ND 

AUGUST 2ND 

AUGUST 8TH/ 9TH 

AUGUST 9TH. 
AUGUST 9TH 

KITE CALENDAR FOR 1987 
Wessex Kite Festival 

Danson Pari< Demo. 

Festival of the Air 

Kite Extravaganza 

~4 edlocl< l..' alle~ ParK 

Science ~1useum Kitefl~ 

Royal Victoria Country Pari<, Netle~ Abbe~, Southampton. 
Tel (0703) 455157. 
Danson Pari<, Bexle~heath, London. See events page for 
details. 
Northen Area Pla~ing Fields, District 12, Washington. 
Tel (091) 416 6440 
The Broadbridgeheath Sports Centre, Nr Horsham, West 
Sussex. 12.00 - 4.30pm. See events page for details. 
Medlocl< Valle~ ParK, Berry Brow, Clayton Vale. 4 . miles 
east of Manchester. Tel (061) 682 9308. N.K.G. 
Red Barn Gate, ~lroughton, Nr Swindon. (0793) 814466. 
See also Wroughton Page. 
St Neots, Cambs. G.O.K.F. 
E.K.G. 

AUGUST 16TH 
AUGUST 23RD 
AUGUST 29th/30th 

St. Neots River Pari<. 
WicKford Memorial ParK. 
Rufford Pari< Kite Da~ 
Harlow Common. 
Malvern Kite WeeKend 

Rufford Pari<, Derbyshire. M.K.F. 
E.K.G. 
Poolbrool< Common, Malvern. Tel (06845) 65504 - Peter 
Waiter. 

AUGUST 30TH 
SEPTEMBER 5TH/ 6TH 

Hengistb'Jl'~ Head 
Bristol Kite Festival 

Hengistbury Head, Nr Bournemouth. W.K.G. 
Ashdown Court, Bristol. Contact Martin Lester, 40 City 
Road, Bristol. 

SEPTEt~BER 13TH 
SEPTEMBER 20TH 

SEPTEMBER 20TH 
SEPTEMBER 20TH 
OCTOBER 4TH 
OCTOBER 11TH 
OCTOBER 25TH 

Darwen f(ite Festival 
Annual Kite Festival 

Gods,»orth~ 

Great Bentley 
Old Warden Aerodrome 
One SKy 0~1e World 
Godsworthy 

Lancs. Tel (061) 682 9308. N.K.G. 
Littleton Road Playing Fields, Salford. Tel (061) 682 
9308 N.K.G. 
North Devon. D.K.F. 
Great Bentley Green, Colch_ester. E.K.G. 
Nr Biggleswade, Bedfordshire. B.K.F.A. 
See Events Page for details 
North Devon. D.K.F. 

THE KIIE SOCIETY of GREAT BRITAIN 31 GRANGE ROAD ILFORQ ESSEH IGl lEU 
Rl"e you wondel"ing if 'ther·e ony gr-oups Ol" O!"'gonisotions you con join'? 

THE KITE SOCIETV of GREAT BRITAIN may be the answer . The Ki'te Society wos 
created to encourage communication between kitefliers, both the novice ond 
the e~pert . 

The benefits of membership include:-
R quortel"ly pul:llicotion of o newslette,.. to which member-s ore 
erocou,..oged to communicate. Plus kite ploros, kite news ond details of 
events or-ound the country, both notional ond local. 
Information sl"teets to keep members informed of tl"te latest news 
betweero publication of the Kiteflier. These will be produced in March, 
Moy, June, August end September. 
Fl"ee admission to the bi -cnnucl kite festival held et Old Warden, 
Bedfordshir·e. 
t>iscourot et l~ite shops throughout the U.K. end Europe. 

t1EMBEI!SHIP FEE: [For details of over-seas member·sroips write to the cbo•Je address) 
Full membership 6 . 00 per >-'eOI". For this member-s will r·eceive four issues of 
The Kiteflier· end 'troe benefits os listed cbove. 
Reduced membership ot 5.00 per year is cvciloble. For this member·s r ·eceive 
four issues ot Tl"te Kiteflier, benefits os cbove except tor the information 
sheets. 
Supplementary membership to,.. o per·son living et the sorroe oddress 2.00. For 
this low cost fee c meJTobership cord will be issueo tor· discc•unt ona entry to 
to Old Wcrde·n . . 
METHO~S Or PAYMENT 
All c:neques, Postal Orders or l"loney Orders should be mode payable to The Kite 
Society. 

I WISH TO JDIN THE KITE SOCIETY AND ENCLOSE A CHEQUE/POSTAL DI!DEI!/ MDNEY 
OI!~EI!/CRSH FDI! MADE PAYABLE TD THE KITE SOCIETY. 

Please indicate type of membership required - Full 0 or· l!eauced 0 

NAME SUPPLEMENTAl!'>' MEMBEI!S : -

RD~I!ESS --------------------------------------------

POST CODE TELEPHONE NO . 
PLEASE TICK THIS BOH IF VOU HAVE RNV OBJECTIONS TO YOUR NRME RHO ROCI!ESS BEING HE LC 
I'~ THE KITE SOCIETY FOP. fi RILING PURPOSES ONL'~ 0 
PLEASE SEHC THIS FOI!M WITH PAYMENT TO THE ABOVE ADDRESS. 
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EDITORIAL..-

It always pays for those who have albums of kite photos, press reports, 
etc.; to show others the virtues of kiteflying. 

In ay case this has led to the club being asked to give a demonstration 
and display for The Royal Air Force Association Fete at Parham Park on the 
26th July. Through the generosity of the Trustees of Parham Park Ltd. the 
RAFA have been offered the use of the grounds of Parham House, a beautiful 
and historic Elizabethan house on the Pulborough road <A283), just West of 
Storrington, West Sussex. The profits from the Fete will go the Sussexdown 
Convalescent Home for ex RAF personnel. 

I also noticed the lack of young kitefliers at the Festival and wonder 
if, despite the previous editorial comments, we are tending to ignore the 
babes in favour of the giants. 

BRIGHTON KITE F-ESTIVAL..-

Many thanks to all who came along to our Festival on the 10th May . The 
weather was kind, though a Force 4 north wind blowing over a small hill 
created turbulence in the arena. This played tricks with the train of 49 
Yakkos flown by the Clemerrts family. 

However, it was ideal for those kites flying over the 50 metre mark. 
Ron Moody showed how Indian Fighters should be flown in his usual 

professional style. Martin and Peter staged the antics of their Icarus 
kites aade by Martin Lester. 

Mention aust be made of the attendance of members of the Drummond Spastic 
Centre. This group won the first 'Opportunities for the Disabled ' Ki te 
Flying Award of a Stratoscoop 3.5 presented by Shell UK., in 1983. 

It must have delighted Elsie Macey when it was announced that Ron and 
Keith had won the BKF Trophy; awarded in recognition of the efforts that 
epitomised the sport of kite flying. Winners of the other Trophies were; 

The Challenge Shield for Altitude 
The Challenge Shield for the Greatest Lift 
The Brighton Trophy 
The BKF Shield 
The Junior Cup 

Danny St••r. 
Rob•rt •nd Martin. 
Ern••t Barton. 
Elias Antar. 
01 iv•r W•b•t•r. 

It was very encouraging to hear many kiters thanking Greg for the 
Festival arrangements at the new site. 

Another very good organiser; Joanna Mersey, of the very friendly 
Petworth Festival, came along. We hope that profits from that Festival, to 
be donated to The Riding for the Disabled, were a record. 

Unexpected visitors to our festival were the Director of the Diepp e 
Festival, Max Gaillard, and his interpreter friend. <Ed. I wonder what 
was actually said? Tiae will tell.) 

The overhead high tension cables were not noticed by a Teddy Bear which 
decided to land on them ! How does one train a Ted not to do this ? Maybe 
JB has soae ideas. <See Roman Candle for developments.> 

Greg and Di finished the day at 7.30 after a 6am start - true dedication 
to kite flying. 



Q_A TES_ L I SI..!... 

_ DA T_!;_ _______ IYPE ____ SHI._ GRID REF LOCATION/NOTES 
JULY 5 FI 199 TV594963 Beachy Head,Nr Eastbourne,Sussex. 

12 DH 182 ST572464 Mendip Hosp,Wells,Somerset. 
19 FI 176 SU804778 Chapel Common,Rake,W.Suusex . 
26 DH 198 TQ060145 Par ham Pk,Storrington,W.Sussex. 

AUG 2 FI 198 T0285083 The Red Hill,Nth Brighton, Sussex. 
16 FI 198 T0100043 Highdown Hill,Nth Worthing,Sussex. 
30 FIH 198 T0391016 Telescombe Tye,Saltdean,E.Sussex. 

SEPT 13 FIH 199 TV594963 Beachy Head,Nr Eastbourne,Sussex. 
27 FIH 198 T0285083 The Red Hill,Nth Brighton, Sussex. 

OCT 11 FIH 198 T0285083 The Red Hill.Fly For Peace. 
25 FIH 198 T0100043 Highdown Hill,Nth Worthing,Sussex. 

MAY 24/25 FH 198 T0287088 Waterhall,Patcham,Brighton,Sussex. 

SCENIC KITEFLVING-

The Red Hill £igures prominently in the events list. This site is the 
best in the Brighton area for kiteflying, as one can £ly in winds froa 
every point o£ the compass. It is 450 £eet above sea level with good views 
o£ the built up areas £rom Brighton to Worthing and o£ course the sea. On a 
very clear day, the Isle o£ Wight can be seen 45-50 ailes away, wh i le the 
radio mast above Ventnor is visible when conditions are exceptiona l . 
Noticeable too are £our windmills, proving that there never has been lack 
o£ wind £or kite£lyers.Un£ortunately £rom a kiting point of view, the site 
is earmarked £or a huge roundabout in connection with the proposed Brighton 
Bypass. 

by Greg Locke. 

Another excellent festival fr0111 the RONlands stable, and even the rain was hard pressed to cool the enthusiaSII on the 
Saturday; and obviously gave up on the Sunday. 

It would pt'Obably be easier to say who was not there than list the kites and attendees; but IE!ntion should be llide of those 
treasured doyens fr011 Japan, Nishi and lllashi, whose experience and expertise continue to a~~aze and delight both hardened kiters 
and first ti11e spectators alike. 

Of course Icarus and the shark fleN, as well as lOSt of Eric, Ohashi's Peace kite, the CIE!IE!nt's stunt train and the versatile 
doggies from Mr Moody. 
Maybe, hONever, the .ajor contribution that this festival gave to kiting, was the bringing together of so aany of the keen kiters. 

This obviously gave rise to discussions and perhaps one of the 110st noteNOrthy was that relating to the need for a dedicated, 
intelliger.t ar.d ~~ature national co-ordination. 

It is only by our own efforts are we going to pull ourselves out of the 1800's and get the world AND the CAA to recognise that 
Kiteflying is a .ajor International sport Nith its ONn specific needs and requirE!IE!nts. 

DEATH IN THE AIR. 

A £ew weeks ago at the Dyke on the South Downs, north o£ Brighton, a 
pilot was killed when his hang glider collided with a model aircra£t in 
mid-air. This emphasises the £act that we, who use airspace, aust observe 
the regulations o£ the Civil Aviation Authority, and that Insurance Cover 
is a wise precaution. 
We may not totally agree with all the regulations; but they are a 
guideline £or all airspace users; and each o£ us, by recognising them, 
can have some peace o£ mind regarding our own sa£ety. 

EditOt':- David White, 12B Selbot'ne Rd., HOVE, BN3 3 AG, East Sussex, England. 
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Bristol Kite Festival 
5+6 September, Noon till Dusk, Ashton Court. 

Contact: M.Lester, 40 City Rd, Bristol, BS2 8TX. 
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