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MORE SIDES TO THE QUESTION

In the April 1987 issue of The Kiteflier there appeared a plan of mine for a
plastic quickie: an octagonal varient of the dodecagonal "Star of India"
fighter. More recently I had another attack of the polygons, and I decided
to try out a few more. The idea was to make regular polygons capable of
tailless flight if possible, but I'm not toc proud to add a tail if necessary!

The drawing supplied shows the basic shapes of eight such polygons,
starting with an equilateral triangle. The triangle does fly, even tailless,
but it has a short flare at the nose (a bit like that on some Rollers) and it
also has a flap on the trailing edge like that on Ed Grual’s Flapper delta.
These features make it somewhat unlike the other kites shown. I haven't
given full details of them because I don’t think the design is worth it - I
strongly suspect that if you want a triangular Kite, a delta is your best
bet. Various fliers (Nishi is one) have shown that it is perfectly possible to
fly keelless deltas.

Different ways of fitting spars and bridling the various Kites are possible.
For example, the hexagon shown must have a bridle of at least three legs,
whereas if the spars where differently placed so that the Kkite would fly
point- forward instead of side forward, a two leg bridle might do.

On balance, 1 think the most successful of the kites I've made myself - of
the selection shown, that is - are the octagon I wrote about before, and
the hendecagon. This one is a bit of a nuisance to draw out, if only because
eleven doesn't go into 360 very neatly! Rather to my surprise, however, it
flies very well without a tail on just a two leg bridle. For that reason I
supply fuller details of this particular Kite.

Although (typically) I haven’t done it in practice, in theory I had the idea
of trying to make a polugon themeatic train. I'd better explain what 1 mean.
Kite trains, as pretty well all readers will know, have become increasingly
popular over the past few years. There are sound practicle reasons for
using reliable simple designs, for long trains in particular: diamonds and
deltas are two obvious examples. Especially for shorter trains, though, I
think there may be another way of looking at the matter: that of having a
common theme. If you have a train of Kites of identical shape and size, the
theme would be one of decoration: this is already often used, of course - a
train is made up of a series of Kites of colour a, then colour b, then colour
c and so on. Other treatments are possible, though - a train of Japanese
style Kites might feature different figures from Japanese legend, for
example. It would also be possible, at least in theoruy, to have mixed
themeatic trains, and a train of a number of different polygons would be an
example. I commend the idea, at least, to your imagination.

If trains of mixed Kites are to be considered, I guess that one practical
difficulty to be faced is the differing flight characteristics of wvarious
designs. In the case of the polugons described above, it seemed to me that
the best bet was to make the kites of equal surface area. My mentioning of
the area of the hendecagon described above is linked to this. I started with
an area and then worked out, where I could, the associated values of the
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MORE SIDES TO THE QUESTION

radius of the circumcircle and the side of the polygon. Working all this out
can be a bit fiddly if you are bad at mathematics, as 1 am, but it is possible
with a calculator (prefereably a "scientific" one) and an encuclopaedia of
maths or the like. Mind you, in some cases I needed several attempts! I list
the formulae I used below, just in case anyone's interested. In each case,
A=area, r=radius of circumcircle, s=side of polygon and a=central angle of

polygon.

Triangle: A = 3/4 r"/3 Hexagon: A = 3/2 r%/3
s = R/3 §=r
Square: A = 2r° Heptagon: A = 3.5r’sin a
s = r/e s = 2rsin a/2
Pentagon: A = 5/8r /10 +/20 Octagon: A = 2ri/2
s = r/8/10 - /8 s = R/2/2
Enneagon: A = 4.5r*sin a Hendecagon: A = 5.5r*sin a
T e T s = r sin a/2
Decagon: A = 5/4/10 - 2/5 Dodecagon: A = 6r®sin a
s = r/2(/5-1) s = 2r sin a/2

Sail: High-density polythene - a
large garden refuse sack.

Frame: Low quality bamboo from a
blind, ca 3mm diameter, sanded but
not carefully balanced.

Bridle: Two-leg, from points circled.

Spar lengths: 2 x ca B6cm and 2 x
ca 78 cm for the straight spars,
and ca B85.5 cm and ca 92 cm for
curved ones.

The radius of the circumcircle is
about 43.5 cm, and the sides are
about 25 cm long. Area is ca 5,625
square cms, or about 6 square ft.

I made the kite collapsible for ease of transport. The spar ends fit into
pieces of plastic straw about 1.5cm long, taped to the sail. One end of each
is sealed by heating it over a flame while it is held flat by tweezers. Such
fittings are quick to make; but please note that they are not very durable
and are therefore only suitable for quickies which don’t need to last very

5 JOHN SPENDLOVE
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SOME REGULAR. POLYGONS

Each can be flown, bubt the flight-charactervistics vary. Tailless flight 1s more easily
chileved with some than with others.  The flexibility of the spars can be an impoartant
oinsideralion in |
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GENERAL INTEREST

REPORT BACK
Fred Taplin has sent us the following report back.

The inaugural fly—-in of the Alcester Kite Fliers held at the Alcester RFC was a great success with a
good number of fliers in attendance, the club was officially opered by the Town Crier and High Bailiff.

The day was dull but dry, the wind was elusive, however most people had a try with a fair amount of
success, but there is always one who has to go one better. That one being Graham Wyle from the M.K.F.
He tried & conversion only to land his crystal straight down the rugby post, no prize but perhaps a new
sport.

On behalf of the club I would like to thank everyone who attended. Dates for The Alcester Kite Fliers
flyine held at Alcester Rugby Club, July 17th, August 2ist, September 1Bth, October Pth (One Sky — One
World), October 1é&th, November 2@th,

NEH MAGAZINES
Reproduced from Windsox. newsletter of British Columbia Kite Fliers Association:—

“Do you read 'Kitelines’s the world’s only kite mag? Only no longer; as of June 1988 there will be a new
kite publication on the market, "American Kite" published by the maker of Shanti Kite spools whose name
escapes me. It will cover North American Kite news, plans, stories, as opposed to the international
approach that *Kitelines” takes. I hope they both prosper. I would like to see the day when both can be
purchased on newsstands in Vancouver. The subscription rate for "American Kite" is four issuves (one
year) for $10.0Q, eight issues (two years) for $18.00.

HWe have just seen a copy and it is very professionally produced. In some ways it reminds us of
Kitelines but this is probably due to the adverts being the same. The Kite Store have said they will be
stocking it so give them a ring in a couple of weeks. If you want to write to American Kite directly then
the address 1= - American Kite, 4802 Clementia Street, San Francisco. CA 94103 U.S.A.

News of new kite group in north Holland called Tacke Kichi. Founded on October 1ith 1987 they already
have two hundred members. They have just produce their first newsletter, and hope to produce one
three times a year. Their first newsletter contains many interesting items including night flying with
stunt kites. For further detials we suggest you contact Cor de Jong» Elzenlaan 4, 1834 ED Sint
Pancras. Holland.

News of another new neusletter. Produced by the French Kan Kite club (an organisation devoted to
promoting stunt Kites) the newsletter is called Kit et Kite and it contains comprehensive plans for the
Hawaiiain Stunt kite, and an Ace type Kite, plus diagrams of many unusual free style stunt Kite
manoeuvres, HWrite to French Kan Kite, 2 Rue Hermann Lachapelle, Paris 735018, subscription is 100@
Francs. i

RERQUESTS FOR HELP
One of our newer members Alan Dittman would like to contact fellow Kite fliers in the West Yorkshire
area. Contact him at 18 Currer Walk, Steelton, Keighly, West Yorkshire, BD2Q &TL.

We have had a request from member Penny Burnfield. She writes:-

[ am working on a project on kites for my City and Guilds Embroidery exams. At present I am mainly
looking at kites as decorative objects, but I hope to soon be making decorative Kites which will fly as
well' I would be pleased to hear from anyone who is interesfed in Kites as "art". Does anyone out there
have experience of making silk kites - what type of silk to use, and are there any special problems?
Also is it possible to obtain "Mylar" anywhere in this country or is there a helpful supplier in the USA?

If you can help then write to Penny Burnfield, Terstan, Longstock, Stockbridge, Hants SP2@ &DM.

We have had a request from David Harrison of TOC H. On Saturday 17th September TOC H is holding a
festival in the grounds of Regents College, Regents Park, London. This event is to celebrate 25 years
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GENERAL INTEREST

of community projects.

He would like someone to run an informal Kite workshop to teach young people how to make anag fly kites,
80me contribution towards expenses may be paid.

If you would like to help TOC H then write to David Harricon, TOC H. South Hestern Region, Office 9, 26
Waterloo Street. Clifton Village, Eristol ESB 4BT.

HWARNING

You may have seen a number of reports about the chaos caused to planes flying into Heathrow airport
early mn May. The alert was caused when the kite, Sft long with a Z@ft tail, was spotted by a pilot who
radioed air traffic control. The Kite was flying both above 2Q0ft and within two miles of the runway.

For this offence the person involved - not a member - faces a fine of $2000 and/or up to two years
imprisonment, The CAA have to determine whether they have enough evidence to go ahead with
proceedings.

FROM THE PRESS
Early this year — April we think- Best magazine published a plan for making a delta Kite. The design is
quite comprehensive giving the detail a novice would need to make the kite.

KITE COMPETITION
The chairman of the kite committee - P Butterworth - has sent us details of the Weymouth Kite
Competition being held on the beach at Weymouth on Iist July.

It started as a fun event last year but was so successful that they have decided to offer & prize of
100.20@ plus a trophy. If the event is successful once again then the prize may gqet bigger each year.

If you are interested in attending then write to F Butterworth, 4 Ranelagh Road, Weymouth, Dorset.

CATALDBUES

Whilst we were in York we obtained a number of Kite cataloques from the stalls attending the
Rendezvous. The newest one i1s from A & K Kites. All of the Kites are hand made and can be made to
specific colours. The catalogue shows the standard Kites plus, more unusuvally, Suruga and Hata. In
addition to the catalogue Kites they will make any kite to order,

If you are interested then give them a ring on @91 410 4723,

Seen in Whats Up? - the neusletter of the New Zealand Kitefliers Association - an advert reprinted
from Flight International magazine. The advert was for original show posters depicting Samual Franklin
Cody. From around 19037 and measuring 3Slcm x 77cm they have been recently disccovered. Limited in
numbers they cost a mere 495 each.

If you are interested write to S.F.J. & P. Cody Heritage Collection, Vale Croft, Lysons Avenve, Ash VAle,
Aldershot, Hampshire.

EVENTS
News of the Northern Kite Group’s Annual Kite Festival, it will be held on 17th July at Littleton Road
Playing fields, Salford. From 10.@Q@am to Dusk. For more details contact Ron Ogden on @&l &6BZ F30B.

Glasqow East End Kite Festival August &th and 7th. We have been sent details of a two day pilot Kite
festival being held on the football pitches, Glasqow Green. The festival is a ’pilot as it is intended
that the event be held each year leading to an international festival in 199@, From July 25th to August
7th a number of workshops are being held to conclude with the festwal., For further information contact
Peter Scoles, Commumty Education Services Dolphin Arts centre. 7 James Street, Glasqow G40 1BZ.
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RENDEZVOUS YORK

Rendszvous York, we think it can be said that this event was a success if for nothing more
than the auction which raised over 720, List of donations and prices paid appear
opposite), The auction was a success, mainly due to the gernerous response of the Kite
trade. severy major shop/maker except Malvern Kites contributed to the event and for this
we are very grateful, because if we had relied on the donations made by our members the
auction would have besn over in 12 minutes, that's not to say that the items members did
contribute were not welcomed, they most certainly were, especially the beautiful decorated
iced cake donated by Mrs kWellborn, which must have been the most unusual item. As people
who were at the auction —an confirm the event was only a success due to the marvellous
effarts of Tony Cartwright and George Webster who acted as the auctioneers assistants,
and most importantly — Andy King of the Kite Store who made a most impressive Auctioneer,
when suitably lubricated with wine!. For tha 9.00am start to the mad escape at 4&4Spm the
day was filled with many faces both familar and new. The talks were well attended with over
32 in the zudience in some cases, and the stall holders seemed pleased with their sales, but
so far we have had so little feed back (one comment from someone who actually attended) It
would be mice to have some more comments from the readership! We would like to repeat the
event next year, but fesl that we would like to rotate the event around different festivals
so that all our members could have a chance to attend at least one event. In this respect
we are looking towards the Bristol Kite Festival in 1989 (this is our tenth anniversary) and
Blackheatn 1n 199@. Obviously for Bristol the event would have to be on a friday, and we
would like an indication from our readers whether they would be interested in a
rendezvous/hotel package, the format would stay basically the same with talks etc during
the day, but probably we would organise a dimer in the evening with the auction held after
the maal. We know that it seems early to start organising 1989, but we feel to make the event
a success we neEed to start now, Bristol is usually the first weekend in September, so book
it in your diary now! Please we also need to Know your thoughts about the rendezvous, so do
let us know, and finally a big tharnk you to everyone who made this years event a success.

DONDR Frice paid Description.
Toay Cartwrignt 5.00 100 % cotton T shirt witn Edo kite Design, American made, size XIL.
Tim Eenson 253,00 Honeycompe kite, srecision made.
dofin Barver 3,00 Bayia kite Kit, Al the bits needeo to make a sied and an eddy. From the states.
areens gt turnley 14.00 Stratoscoop |
rein 3,50 World Kiting Festival clotn badge

3,30 Japanese fite fissociation cloth padge

23.00 Dne of Martin Lester’s range of soft kites, a realistic space shuttle.

22,00 Bipson Birl kite reel. Part of the kit whicn was supplied to airmen during the war.
2,00 Create kite Clup cloth badge .

don and Gill Blooa 2,30 4 eetrez plus of polyester f1lm

d1noerasa 6.50 Rainéow kingsock, 100° long, nvlon.

Denis Hawies b.00 hand cratted Nisni Fishie Fighter Kite, made froa Polyester film, basboo, and fibreglass.
Faul Rorgan 53.04 A 1.5 metre appligued Rokkaku kite.

bresns of burniey 16.00 Ten metres of ripstop

The kite Store 21.00 S«ynasaur stunt kite, coaplete with line and handles. ferobat in blue.

Jon and Gill Bloosm 0.30 Twa or= printed k1te plans. Frinted onto Kashi Paper.

breaens ot Burniev 56.00 George Fite

dohn Bareer rt of tne Froject kara Eddy team, tnis kite flew four siles out. Not up out.
2t of tnree ripstop tignters - diasonc, octagonal and Korean.

U &4t Aooligued Japanese Spinning top Kite - Entitled Metasmorphosis.

07 1 metra Rokkaky

) 1060 metres Braroed S@Eg line

.00 Malaysian kite Frint

i Fisn Fignter

71 ¢ A Lioth Badge

LU Decoratec 1ced cake

o B o B g I |
m e

Bartvn Lawrsnce
Martvn Lawrence
A& K Kites
Freg kararnguse
G20rgs Regzter

L

| 2ot B o]

O L~ T -0 D o O b3 O
-
<

o

Alian Davies
Rartin Lester

Mre § Welliporn
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RENDEZUOUS YORK

John Barger

£1te and 53! ioon Lomoany
RWinoerasa
Kinderama

Kite and Balioon Loapany
Bor Foskett

Jon an¢ Gill Eloce
Rariin Lester

Kite and Balloon Company
Kite and Balloon Company
Winoerasa

Winderasa

W. Hudson

breens of Burnley

J. Skinner

Jon and ©ill Bloom

Jon ana Bill Bloom

John Barker

Wingerama

Winderasa

Tim Bensan

Denis Hawkes

greens of Burniey

Kite and Balloon Company
Kite and Balloon Company
John Barker

John Barker

Martin Lester

Ron Dell

John Barker

John Barker

Kite and Balloon Cospany
Kite and Balloon Coapany
donn Barker

The Eite Store

bill and don Blooa

G111 and Jon Bloom

Jdon and G111 Elooa

Steve Walton (Hightlyers!
Kite and Balloon Cosoany
E1te and EBalloon Company
John Barker

Winderaasa

John Barker

Steve kalton (Hiantlversi
Tony Cartwrignt

dohn Barker

breenz of burnlsy

dJon and b1l Bloom

Tne ki1te Store

Jon and Bili Elooe

donn Bargar

#1roerasa

[leniz Hawies

Fred wats
Greens ot
don and

rhcisa
'P """

BurT iBy

bili Blooa

B

avd's

Oas ot Jjegnn Zarser’'s su

=3lapags stici:s

S5 £1t@, pOCrat

1.20 Carp kindsock, 32* lang, nvion in

3.00 Nylan wxnasnc'. 127 lang, Talnoos OESighn

1.50 Escapade sticeiess xile, pocket size, complete witn hanole and Iline, olastic,
i0.00 Umega kite - cosplex box, Trianguiar smape, B ceils and & wings. Multi coloursg
1.30 Japan=sse kite Association cioth baoge

2.3% 10tn American ﬁltefiaer; dssoriation LConvention cloth pasge.

1,50 Escanade stickless ¥ite, pocket size, compiete witn nandle ang line. plastic.
1,50 Escapade stickless kite, pocket size, comolste sitn nandle and line, olastic
3.50 Nylon Windsock, 40" long, Union dack desian

3.00 Rylon wingsack, 72° long, rainbow design

1,50 & boobin ot line Asorox Z0LEs

13,00 Flare Kite

16,00 A Kite Reei

0,30 Derby Mid summer kite festival 1984

2,00 Anger kite festival 1986

5.50 One of John Barker's superb hapd painted 013 cagoes, in IAS snape of a Yakwo,
3.30 Nylon Windsock, 60" long, Unlon dacy @ :;qw

3,00 Nvion Winasock, 72" long, rainoow des
43.00 Honevcombe kite, orecisicn gais,

5.50 Hand crafted Screen printen witn Japanese 085190, DUruga R1TE.

4,00 Winged Box

1,30
2.00
16.00
2.50

4,50
5.00
Z.00
7.00
1.50
.23
6. 00
55,00
0,30

.
T

> Enoen
(=

O
=]

—
Lt L T I
- -

= L=

2,60
8. 04
1.0
6,30 €
13.00

vy o
LWL
1,50

&, G}
15,00

ral

} dnz ot

Escapade stickiess kite, pocket size, cosolete witn nandle ang line, plasuic,
Escapade stickless kite, DGCkEt zize, comolste with handle and line, plastic.
Small Fdo Xite 23.5' ¢ 14.5" on kasal paper, Block arinteo ang fang coloured.

forare collectors 1tem, a olastic ziopy figater, calesrating tne marriages of Cnaries
and Diana, compiete with lins. Made ov Skyorafts. In red plastic.
korld Kiting Festival T snirt size sedius, From Tasmania,
Five aetres of ripstop, ourchaser’s cholte of colour.
dim Wnitenouse non fiving stunter kite, but has many fibreglasc cosaonents,
This sled kite was part of t5e Frolect kara sied team. It tlew Zarse milss out,
Escapads stickless kite, pocket size, coeplete with Randis and line, plastic.
Escapage stickiess kite, pocest size, fomp.eie With hangle and line, plastic,
One of Jim Jordan’s Iri-rangs
Hawailan team stunt kite. Colours reg ang valliow,
Beriin Interpational kite testivel poster
byte flyers kegp 1T up Longer badgs,
Disope nternational +ifs fsstival 1782
) Ripstop classic roller kite in Mauve, vellow, % red mace oy Benson kites.
Escapage stickiess kite, pocset size, cosnlsts witdl nanols and line, plastic.
fscapade stickless gite, nacyet size, comolste wifn nandis anc lins, plastic.
A rare collectors ites. 2 olastic zipov +1gater, ceispraling the darriage of Laaries

and [r1ana, ccenlete witn line. Mag2 oy Severatts in Blu
tvion Windsock, &60° long, aooligusd sail
A mystery snite box 7

higston semi-figx delta g 1q wiife ang Llua,

enassiled Lapel pasge witn One Sky, One worlc Design.

Part of origitnal Egrostack fiexitoil teas, first fiown tn tne late 70°s,
this k1te reagresenis

ooat gesign

k
the trench 1Lﬂ$. H3S nEw SLVYLE smar.

a it
ag@all Aang
Nylon ®1ngsock,
rand Cratied Sorsen -
#21+ang 88 brap oag contain
i winged Bo:x

7 Long Beach &asni

370 I3MO0Od.
oird k1t

i'xweae

small

c.otn nagoe.

restiva.

m

AgTon rit
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SCIENCE MUSEUM KITEFLY - WROUGHTON

Final details have now been received for this event.

The official opening time on each of the two days is 10.00am but

organisers/traders and the free admission participants can enter from
B.00am.

Camping facilities are available at £2.00 per night for tent or caravan
payable to the Science Museum on site. Receipts will have to be shown to
certify authority to camp. The camp site will be open from Friday evening,
5th August, for early arrivals.

As many of the members who attended last years event will confirm the
flying site is one of the best in the country. Please do come along and make
the festival bigger and better than last year. Remember the 4th round of
the UK Rokkaku Challenge will be held - let's try and break the York record
of the number of Kites in the fight.

Free admission will be granted to participants upon presentation of the
current gold Kite Society membership card or the BKFA blue membership
card.

Over the two days there are going to be a number of competitions. Kite
stalls will also be in attendance.

uojydnody
2jen useyg poy

uMYINoI M WNISN 20UIDG

JONVHLNI
N

99PF IR IERLY) UOPUIMG [ ],

SNG FNS "SIIM "uopuLmg Jeau
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DUE TO POPULAR DEMAND......
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All the usual......, plus more......!

The Kite Store Open Stunt Championships, Team & Individual.
Final round of the UK Rokkaku Challenge, and the Bristol
Allcomers Trophy.

Pocock Sprint, a kite powered race timed over 200 feet.
Fighter Contest, Grandmasters up for grabs.

Flexifoil Limbo, fly under the wire !

Martin Lester, 20a Backfield Lane, Bristol, BS2 8QW. Tel 0272-232084




APRIL 24TH
APRIL 24TH

KITE CALENDAR FOR 1588

Rother valley
Harlow Common

Country Park. Wales, Sheffield. N.K.G.

Harlow Common. Potters Street, Harlow. Essex. E.K.G,

MAY 15T Old Warden Aerodrome Nr. Biggleswade, Bedfordshire. B.K.F.A. ¥
MaY 15T Walsall Arboretum Walsall, West Midlands., M.K.F.

MAY 157 Godsworthy Perc Hill, Godsworthy, Nr Tavistock. D.K.F.

MAY 7TH & BTH Capstone Country Park Medway. Kent. J.5.

MAY STH 5t. Neots Riverside Park. St Nects. Cambs. G.0.K.F.

MAY Z1ST & Z22ND Brighton Festival Waterhall Playing Fields, Patcham, Brighton.B.K.F. X
MAY Z8TH Rendezvous York York. K.5. %
MAY Z9TH & Z@TH York Festival of Kites Knavesmire Race Course, York. J.R. *
JUNE STH Walsall Arboretum Walsall, West Midlands., M.K.F.

JUNE STH Bath Festival Approach Golf Course, Victoria Park, Bath.

JUNE 12TH Priory Park Bedford, Feterborough. G.0.K.F.

JUNE 17TH.18TH&1PTH Fokker Kite Festival Scheveningen. Holland. *
JUNE 19TH Godsworthy Porc Hill, Godsworthy. Nr Tavistock. D.K.F.

JUNE J&1H Summer Rally Blackheath. London. B.K.A. x
JULY 1ST.ZND&SRD Labruguiere Tarn, France. ¥
JULY ZRD Petworth Park Kite Day. Petworth, West Sussex. J Mersey. b
JULY 3RD Walsall Arboretum Walsall: West Midlands. M.K.F.

JULY 2ND & 3RD Shrewsbury Shrewsbury. M.K.F. *
JULY 1Q@TH Grafham Water, South Adjacent Plummer car park. Cambs. G.0.K.F.

JULY 23RD & 24TH Wessex Kite Festival R.V.C.P.. Netley, Southampton. W.K.G. ¥
JULY T@TH & 18T Festival of the Air Washington, Tyne & Wear. A Sutherland. ¥
JuLy 3187 Dxford Kite Festival South Parks, Headington. Oxford. *
JuLY 318T Godsworthy Porc Hill, Godsworthy, Nr Tavistock. D.K.F.

AUBUST &TH & 7TH  Wroughton Kite Festival Wroughton, Swindon, Wilts. B.K.F.A. ¥
AUBUST 7TH Walsall Arboretum Walsall, West Midlands. M.K.F.

AUGUST 14TH 5t Neots Riverside Park. St Neots. Cambs. G.0.K.F.

AUGUST 218T Wells Kite Festival Wells-next-the-sea, Norfolk.

AUGUST Z8TH Godsworthy Porc Hill, Godsworthy, Nr Tavistock. D.K.F.

AUBUST Z8TH Bournemouth Festival Hengistbury Head. Christchurch, Dorset. W.K.G. ¥
SEPTEMBER IRD & 4TH Bristol Ashton Court: Bristol. M.L. ¥
SEPTEMBER 4TH Walsall Arboretum Walsall, West Midlands. M.K.F.,

SEPTEMBER 11TH Ferry Meadous Peterborough, Cambs. B.0.K.F.

SEPTEMBER 17TH&L8TH Dieppe Kite Festival Dieppe » France. ¥
SEPTEMBER 18TH Godsworthy Porc Hill. Godsworthy. Nr Tavistock. D.K.F.

OCTOBER Z2ND Old Warden Aerodrome Nr. Bigqleswade. Bedfordshire. B.K.F.A. ¥
OCTDBER ZND Walsall Arboretum Walsall, West Midlands. M.K.F.

OCTOBER 9TH
NOVEMBER &TH

One Sky = One World
Walsall Arboretum

Everywhere, Co—-ordinated by The Kite Society.

DECEMBER LITH Erafham Water Adjacent Plummer car park, Cambs. G.0.K.F.
EVENTS MARKED ¥ ARE MAJOR KITE FESTIVALS ALL OTHERS ARE LOCAL FLY-INS. BEFORE TRAVELLING ANY
DISTANCE CONTACT THE ADDRESS BELOM. '

E.K.G. 24 MORTIMER ROAD. RAYLEIGH, ESSEX

G.0.K.F. 1@ LAXTON CLOSE. ST. NEOTS. CAMBS. PE19 JAR

B.K.A. 78 DONGOLA ROAD, LONDON N17 1LEE

D.K.F. "JU LES GLA": EAST WAYTOWN. GOODLEIGH ROAD, SNAPPER. BARNSTAPLE. NORTH DEVON
B.K.F.A. WOLSEY HOUSE, WOLSEY ROAD, HEMEL HEMPSTEAD. HERTS.

M.K.F. 29 BRADBURY ROAD. SOLIHULL. WEST MIDLANDS B9Z BAE

K.5. 21 GRANGE ROAD, ILFORD, ESSEX, 161 LEU

J.R. JIM ROWLANDS, S@ OLD BRUMBY STREET. SCUNTHORPE. DNl& 2AE
W.K.G. 16 BRACKLEY WAY. HAMMONDS GREEN. TOTTON, HANTS. S04 THN
M.L. MARTIN LESTER. 4@ CITY ROAD. BRISTOL BS2 8TX

B.K.F. 53 NEW ROAD. SHOREHAM BY SEA, SUSSEX.
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M, K, F, at SHUGBOROUGH HALL

E LR

As announced in the M.K.F. NEWS FLASH the club was asked to
give a display '0of kite flying at Shugborough Hall, Stafford
during the weekend 9th/10th April. This was one of the many
activities organised for this weekend by Martin Brown of the
Church of England Childrens Society in order to launch the
Societies national "children's week",

This event was sponsored by Josiah Vedgwood and Sons Ltd.
who also donated prizes for the various competitioms. The
activities included a hot air balloon race, Horse and carriage
demonstrations/rides, Horee rides, Craft Fayre, Fire Engine
Display, Crime Prevention Display, Helicopter rides over the
grounds and surounding area, and of course the attractions and
amenities of Shugborough Hall itself.

The Saturday morning started with a nasty suprise, snow!
However it quickly disappeared and the first part of the
morning saw kites from the M.K.F. and the Shrewsbury Kite Group
high over the stately home. Unfortunately (from the kite
fliers viewpoint) the wind dropped to an almost dead calm but
this enabled the balloonists to put on a magnificent display,
almost at our feet, as 17 of them set off on their race bathed
in early evening sunlight.

As Saturday had been the Balloonists day so Sunday proved
to be the kite fliers day with plenty of wind and warmer.
After a morning of "free" flying 3 competitions were run:

1 The best home made Kite - won by Ken Wakfield M.K.F.
2. The fastest rate of ascent - won by Mike Hale M.K.F.
3 The best aerobatic display - won by Tony Slater S.K.G.

Many thanks go to Mrs. Elizabeth Lloyd-Smith who kindly
agreed to act as an impartial judge (and a very interested and
concientious judge at that!)

After the prizes, superb pieces of Wedgwood china, were
presented to the competition winners by a representative of the
company, it was confirmed to the organisers that the event
would take place again next year, so do mark your diaries
accordingly.

;LDGV\-E . Qﬁ"&[‘ﬁ‘v\
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Ron Reeve May 1988

As a boy in tke 1920's and 30's I lived in a quiet Oxfordshire village
which was surrounded by seemingly endless fields smothered, at the
appropriate times of the year, with cowslips, buttercups, clover,
cornflowers, moon-daises and the blood-red poppies which, my Father
used to say, '~ you mustn't pick, my son. They are there to remind us
of the soldiers who diea in the war.' A landscape of brilliant colours
such as will never be seen again in this once-fair land. Serene and
shady woods overflowing with bluebells and primroses, golden cornfields
and sail reapers, steam-driven threshers and the beautiful Shire horses
which, even in those days when such creatures were commonplace, were
greatly admired and loved by everyone. Masses of blackberries
and sloes which every family gathered by the basket-
ful for pies, jam anuy wine-making, freshly-
picked mushrooms and wild-growing
tomatoes. In those almost idyllic
days we would go for Sunday evening
walks across fields and along leafy
lanes enjoying the simple pleasures
of rustic life. All tnese things were
seasonal of course b in the hazy mists of
time, they tend to be\ remembered a daily occurrences.
zngland, truly, was a\ green and pleasant land i those days wallow
rs marching and
fighting tieir way acr\oss the Empire whilst we yo/ “ung boys marched
proudly off to school fitting, second-hand
boots, soled with card- s couldn't afford the
luxury of leather, to be songs and poems for
which, i1f we sang or re ould be accused of racism
and dragged up before th hed for our crime. In
spite of the hardships w
and a law-abiding way of
realise tnat, in a few sh
millions who were to die

board because our paren
taught those stirring
cited them now, we w
e courts to be puni

life was all th
ort years and

e rage then. Little did we
vefore a good many of the

'Tn full command appeaser
And the once-proud, fair
Turned aside from Honour
They died in vain.'

dainin% History's lore
1ia has (to use a metaphor)
and become a craven whore!

s of the rich certainly but for the
only one maxim. If you couldn't eat

t with it, it didn't exist. And then
labourer by profession but a self-

ss sets, was offered a good job in

ove into a house in tne big city.

home I found, oh ecstacy of ecstacies,
It appeared that the out-going, middle-
class tenants, learning that my Father was a poor man with
three sons, had left it here as a farewell gift. I've never
known who those people —] were but I hope their remaining days
were as happy as that kite ma ~ae me. However, it was far too big for
me to fly on my own anu so I had to enlist the aid of a grown-up cousin.
He used to get it flying and then give it to me to hold while he held

onto me. :

Kites? For the pampered son
working classes there was

it, wear it or pay the ren
one day my Father, a farm
taught 'expert' on wirele
Oxford and so we haa to m
pxcited exploring my new

a kite. A REAL, LIVE KITE}—
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Turning to speak to an onlooker wno had asked nim sometning
about the kite, one day, he forgot nimself and let go of me and the
next second I found myself being dragged across the field on my belly
at an alarming rate. It was on that day that I realised that Father
nhad been telling the truth when he had told me ol the ‘Ooh-me~belly
bird' which, he said, he had often seen when soldiering abroad. Appar-
ently it had no legs and every time it came into land it was heard to
cry - 'Ooh-me-belly, ooh-me-belly!' For the next three weeks I walkea
around involuntarily mimicking that bird. Terrified at the thought of
losing my most treasured possession I clung manfully to the kite but,
on seeing the large hawthorn hedge with it's entourage of stinging
nettles looming up in front of me, I lost my nerve and let go of it
whereupon it, obviously trying to be as cantankerous then as I am
reputed to be now, floated gently down to earth in a slow spiral. I
never knew the precise measurements of that kite but I have a vague
feelirng tnat it was 16 feet long and, if memory serves me correctly,
of roughly the proportions shown here. I know that things always seem
larger to a boy than they really are but it must have been pretty big
to have been able to drag an eleven-year-old across a field as it did
me. The spars and stiffener were of syuare wood strip and the stiffener
was attached to the spars by metal hooks and e;es. when the war came in
1939 my Mother, with her husband and, eventually, her three sons 'away
to tne wars' and probably believing that she would never see any of us
alive again, gave the kite away and it was to be quite a few years before
I took up kiting again, but that's anotuner story.

e R B ¢ < A L e ——ee

REFLECTIONS FROM SYLT.

The second Sylt Kite Festival took place in Wenningstedt on
9-10 April 1988. Sylt is a small island in the North Sea having
the distinction of being the most Northern tip of West Germany.

After watching the snow during breakfast on the first day,
the sun came out and roasted the bits the force 4 wind couldn't
reach. There were many large and spectacular kites as one would
expect from a large International festival. Notable amongst the
giants was a replica Hargrave Box which supported two 30 metre
wind turbines with virtually no catenery on the line!

Lunch took place in the marquee on the beach while we
watched the snow and hail again. The wind rose a notch to force 5
in the afternoon which gave the Flexifoil Stacks ample
opportunity to drag fliers all over the beach and halfway up the
clifs.

The evening's highlight was staged by Joe Vaughn who gave a
breathtaking demonstration of indoor kite flying at the local
disco, using his Grandmaster Kites.

Sadly, the Sunday dawned wet and windy, but we were treated
to a demonstration of Peter Malinski's cellular kites. As even
the Germans refused to fly in a force 7 storm, we regretfully
turned our footsteps towards home.

Many thanks to Volker Popp for the flawless organisation,
and to Jurgen and Sibyl who made us feel so welcome.

Derek Kuhn
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NOTTINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY SHOW - MAY 6-7 1988.

The Midlands Kite Fliers Kite Display Team put on a spirited
performance before an incredulous audience at the Nottinghamshire
county show.

Despite intense heat (compounded by Happi jackets) and having to
carry all the gear from the car park to the arena, the team ran up and

down for half an hour on the first day in almost totally calm
conditions.

Saturday proved more
favourable, and all the big
spectacular Kkites came out at
peak viewing time around
midday. We even managed to
raise a little money for
charity in between!

Many thanks to all the
team for their hard work, and
also to Mrs. Armitage who
issued the invitations.

YORK FESTIVAL OF KITES
MAY 28-30 1988.

The auction on Saturday
was very exiting : most items
went for a fair price, with
one or two bargains. I'll take
more money next time!
Unfortunately, I didn't get
there in time for the talks or
the film show, but everybody
kept on telling me how

(FirsT MeETING
of ALcesTer
KiTe Fuiegrs
8+ MAY 1988 )
r

interesting they were. -

The kite flying started sunnily on Sunday morning with the help
of a good breeze, but true to form by lunchtime everybody was under
cover watching the downpour. Later, just as the kites dried out, it
started again!

Monday was much better, with much appreciative applause from the
public as competitions took place in the arena. Notable events were
the mass Rokkaku Challenge, the Kite Limbo Competition, (prize : Super
10 Flexifoil!) and the coordinated stunt flying. It looks as though
the Hawaiian stunt kites and all their derivatives are the ones to go
for this year : believe me, they have to be seen.

Congratulations, as ever, to Jim Rowlands for all his hard work
both on and off the field.

Derek Kuhn
Secretary, Midlands Kite Fliers June 1988
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BRIGHTON KITE FESTIVAL

Thank you to all who came to our festival. The weather was dry on both days with a qentle,
if sporadic, southerly wind prevailing on the Saturday while a Force 4 east wind blew
almost continuously beneath a cloudless sky on the Sunday. The attendance on the Saturday
was low but the Sunday made up for it with full carparks and cars even beinqg parked down
the slip road from the A2038.

A lady from Winnipeg came along to show her skill with Indian Fighter kites and meet some
of the English exponents; notably Ron Moody. It was delightful to see them both flying
together. During the Saturday afterncon Joanna Mersey, organiser ot the now famous
Petworth Kite Festival, made her customary visit and, from all the clues gleaned, this
year’s Petworth Festival will be quite extraordinary.

The results of the Saturday competitions were;

Altitude Challenge.

he Winner was David Clements from the Blackheath Kite Association who received his Trophy
and a £5 voucher donated by Ron and Pat Dell from Ron Macey. Second was Paul Morgan and
Third was Danny Dell.

Rokkaku Solo Challenge.

The Winner, after three heats, was Martin Croxton from the British Kite Flyers who
received his Trophy and a £5 voucher donated by Ron and Pat Dell from Ron Dell. Second was
Felix Mottram, Third was Paul Morgan and Fourth was David Clements.

Lifter Challenge.

e Winner, atter mucho running, was Paul Morgan from the Shropshire Kite Group who
received his Trophy and a Handpainted One 0ff Festival Sweatshirt donated by Top Draw from
Derek Harding of Top Draw. Second was Brian Palmer, Third was Martin Croxton and Fourth
was David Clements.

Best Kite Made on the field from supplied materials.
The Winner was Thomas Young with a tailed diamond made with almost lightening speed. Miss
Susan Watson was Second.

and on Sunday

Single Line Fighting Kite.

The Winner, after three heats, was Felix Mottram from the Blackheath Kite Association who
received his Trophy and a dual line stunt kite donated by Ace Kites, from Roy Wright of
Ace Kites. Second was Ron Moody and Third was Jacob Twyford.

Stunt Kite Challenge.

The Winner was Tony Cartwright from the Blackheath Kite Association who received his
Trophy and a Pandora Box Kite donated b; Morgan Kites from Paul Morgan himself. Second was
David Clements. Joint Third were Keith Macey and Paul Burton, Fourth was Roy Wright and
Fifth was David Saker.

Rokkaku Team Challenge.

The Winner was, after four heats, Martin Croxton’s team from the British Kite Association
who received his Trophy and two £5 vouchers donated by Ron and Pat Dell from Ron Dell.
Second was Felix Mottram’s team, Third was Paul Morgan’s team and Fourth was David
Clements’ team.

Best Kite Made on the field from supplied materials.
The Winner was Sheila Palmer who received her Trophy from Di Locke.

The Trophy for ‘The Best at the Fest’ went to Ron Hughes.
The Cup for ’‘Young Kite Flyer of the Festival’ went to 8 year old Andrew Hudson.
The Trophy for ‘The Best Kite at the Festival’ went to Paul Morgan.

The Great Ni?httile Aerial Eqg Race was won by Danny and Ron Dell who received a bottle of
wine to complement their egceptionaly egcentric unbroken egg.

Qur thanks go to all those who donated prizes, the winners, the losers, the 1ingenious

cheaters, the watchers, cheerleaders and managers; and to the stalwart judqing of Ron and
Keith Macey, John Barker and David White.

THE BRIGHTON KITE FESTIVAL WILL HOLD ITS TENTH BIRTHDAY PARTY AT WATERHALL, PATCHAM
ON_SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 20th & 21st MAY 1989.

R I R e e R R




YORK KITE FESTiVAL.
our Koving Reporter David White.

I made the 250 mile journey to York primarily to see the British Stunt Kite Championship
and, reqretably, was very disappeointed. It was dominated by Hawaiian Kites tlying at
speed, looping, diving traversing and making a noise. One has to wear special gloves to
tly them, and, judging by a super cracsh landlng. launchers should wear crash helmets.

Judges Peter Powell, Martin Lester and Adam Sutherland must have had great ditficulty in
working out what manoevres were being performed. Why call stunts dervish whirls,
eyeglasses and brassiere? It was boring to watch competitors perform such stunts.

For a stunt Kite Championship only standard stunters with tails should compete. This
would help judqes and spectators to follow the path of the kites. There should only be a
Free Style bemonstration lasting 5-7 minutes for each competitor.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS.

SUNDAY 24th JULY. PARHAM PARK R.A.F.A. Sussexdown Fete. 10304 = 17230

Once aqain we have been invited to give a display at this event and we should have
even more flying space available - using the field across the track as well as the
one we used last year.

SUNDAY 8th AUGUST RUSPER F.C Spina Bifida Fund Raising. 12,00 = 17,30

This 1s a new venue. The aim is to display kites both in the air and on the ground
and operate parachuting teddies trom cone of them.

Would members hoping to attend either of these please give Greg or Dave the nod in corder
that requesite passes can be obtained.

DATE TYPE GRID REF CLUB HEIGHT VENUE NOTES

1077 F=1 198/TG2BS08E BKF 10007t The Red Hill;BRIGHTON.
10/7 DEP 182/5TS71464 BHF 1500ft Mendip I-bs;utal, WELLS, Somerset Friends of Hospital

S4i 7 DEP* 138/TRO&0145 BKF 1500ft Fete, Parham Park Sussex R.A.F.A
7/8 DEP+ 197/70203375 BKF 1500ft Rusper C.P. Schooi RUSPER, Sx Spina B1fida
ci/8 =k 198/TE100043 BKF 15007t Highdown Hill, H]RTHIPG Nest Sx
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Standard colours for
6 and 10 foot kites

Red Green Purple
Orange Blue Pink
FLEXIFOILS AT UNBEATABLE PRICES Yellow Black

6 foot single colour £39.95
6 foot rainbow £59.95
10 foot single colour £84.95
10 foot rainbow £97.95
16 foot £219.95

Prices include control bar, line and bag

Add £1.50 per kite for postage and packaging

TO ORDER Send cheque/ postal order payable to TOP DRAW

P 0O BOX 471
LOMDON  SW1S 3NR

All prices are inclusive of VAT Please allow 25 days for delivery




No. 134 in the "Since you ask"™ series.

Some notes on the use of Kevlar and Spectra

First, Kevlar is the light brown fibre and Spectra the white
fibre (in terms of colour). Second, Kevlar is a hard, abrasive
fibre while Spectra is soft and slippery. Third, they are both
horribly expensive flying lines but so much better than
nylon/polyester that you can reach a state of resolving never to
go back to anything else. Both are extremely strong fibres of
approximately 1/4 to 1/3 of the diameter of equal strength
nylon/polyester line which means they need special handling and
usage.

Before tying either Kevlar or Spectra both ends should be sleeved
with either nylon or polyester tubular braid to increase the
effective diameter of the line and reduce stress within the
knots. If you don't do this and knot the line directly you will
experience one of the nastier characteristics of these lines- ie
a sudden, unexpected break within the knot followed by the recoil
of the line towards you. Similarly, if flying a train of kites on
these materials each attachment point should be sleeved to
prevent local stress concentrations cutting the line (viz.
Flexifoil trains- the knot recommended for train flying destroys
unsleeved Spectra/Kevlar in no time).

Usage; forget about using Kevlar in the company of other kite
fliers unless you really know what you are doing (that means
either you can fly a stunt kite literally blindfold, or, have a
kite that is absolutely stable and utterly trustworthy)- the
abrasive qualities of the line make it liable to render you
unpopular! Spectra is far nicer, but it is soft, all other lines
(except Spectra) cut it. However, Spectra does make Team flying
with stunt kites much easier as the lines do not stick/bind when
crossed or rolled around each other. Finally, unless your hand is
adequately gloved, never grasp or pull on an uncovered kevlar
flying line while it is in use- there is no better way of
acquiring a neat, deep incision or even amputation of fingers,
wiggly bits etc

Care; Kevlar hates sunlight (intense sunlight that is, not
English "sunlight"), bleach (chlorinated swimming poocls are the
only "bleach" source you are likely to encounter) and ultra
violet light (keep away from sun bed). Spectra seems tc be
chemically inert but cannot stand heat (Kevlar chars before it
melts)- so don’'t use heat shrink tubing to sleeve it.

Spectra stocked in 1501b, 2001b and 500lb breaking strength.
Kevlar stocked in 1001b or 2001lb breaking strength.

Price constantly fluctuating so please enquire.

The Kite Store, 69 Neal Street, London WC2H 9PJ 01-836 1666
The Kite Store 2, 3 Marlborough Court, London W1V 1PJ 01-734 4320
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