




















GENERAL INTEREST

In the last issue of The Kiteflier you may have noticed a hastily stuck label
stating that we had got it wrong! We said that Old Warden had been
cancelled but it was a misunderstanding and in fact it is Wroughton which
has been cancelled. Ron Moulton has written with an explanation.

"The reason given is that a sponsor has been found for the Science Museum
Storage space at Wroughton, and there is a strong helicopter interest. The
programme for the year is already filled with aviation activity, and the new
manager at Wroughton, has made plain, following an extensive conversation,
that "I cannot afford to allocate 20-30 acres to kite flying and preclude
aero activity on any particular weekend of the year”. We understand that
open days at Wroughton involve staff overtime, etc., and that the base and
its facilities have now been put on a cost bearing basis. All of this adds up
to kite flying taking second place to other supposedly more attractive and
potentially profitable ventures."

(Some things from the Press)

We have received from Mr Mir an article that appeared in the Guardian on
the 16th January.

Referring to a kite festival in India the article describes how this year the
state tourist authorities used a traditional Kite flying festival in Ahmedabad
to attract some international Kitefliers. The whole three million citizens of
the city are Kite crazy. The standard Indian Kite can be bought in
Ahmedabads’s Patang Bazaar (literally kite Market) for as little as eight
rupees for twenty. This is less than two pence each.

According to local tradesmen Kkite sales totalled 27 crore rupees which is,
give or take a rupee, one million Pounds.

This year invitations were sent to the U.S. Europe and the "Kite Belt" which
stretches from Pakistan through the sub-continent and across Southeast
Asia to China and Japan. The foreigners who did attend were feted like film
stars for their contributions and they were eagerly invited into homes and
on to roof tops to display (as the paper describes) their pathetic lack of
skill at Indian Kkite fighting. One visitor from America, George Peters, had
the unusual experience of being mobbed as a celebrated kiter or as they
say in Ahmedabad Kitist.

A press release from Cochranes of Oxford.

Because it will create a greater awareness of bats amongst children and
help the fight by environmentalists to preserve the ever decreasing bat
population, Don Dunford has created a new bat box Kite. Made of ripstop
nylon and fibreglass it carries bat graphics and its bat like wings will
slightly “Flap". The wing span is 44 inches and will cost £7.95.

The idea came from the inventor’s observation of a flight of bats around
the new offices of Cochranes of Oxford in Leafield. Don says "I am
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sympathetic to the efforts of bat lovers to preserve this threatened
species from extinction and perhaps our Kite will help popularise it.”

(Talks and training)

A group called World wise study tours are holding a kite making weekend in
Bath during the summer. The course runs from 30th June to the 2nd of
July and details are as follows:-

“Indulge yourself in the childhood joy of a weekend making and flying Kites
- but under the expert instruction of a Kite engineer who can really teach
you how to make them go! Steve Walton, often featured on TV and radio
with his hawaiian Power Kkites, human flying kites and inventions, exploring
the capabilities of new materials, combined his past experience of precision
engineering and craft leather work with his love of surfing to become one
of the most successful and exciting kite makers around today.

“Steve will follow supper on Friday with an illustrated talk on the
international history and technology of Kkites since the 1940’s and then
guide you through choosing, constructing and test flying your own
individual Kite. On Sunday the group will jointly design and construct a huge
powerful kite - followed naturally by more test flying and fun on the hills
of Bathl!”

Costs are £42 plus £12 for materials (children over 12 welcome). For booking
contact World Wise, University of Bath, Claverton Down, Bath BAZ 7AY tel
0225 826353.

Tony Gilbey, of the Essex Kite Group writes:- “I have given a talk called
Kites and aerials to radio clubs in Welwyn, Southend, Chelmsford, Braintree
and West Kent. The talk consists of a brief history of Kites and kiting and
the uses of Kkites illustrated by about a dozen different Kites of my own -
box, cody, levitor etc - and then gets on to how to use them to hold up an
aerial the way I do it. Which is, as far as I know, unique and then covers
the recommended types of aerial and their advantages for this application.
The talk finishes with question time when most of the questions seem to be
about kites".

Tony goes on to say that he is now retired and has plenty of time to be an
amateur radio Kiteflyer. If you wish to contact him regarding his talk
address is - 83 Chignall Road, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 2JA.

(Some help is required for these - if you can assist then get in touch as
soon as possible)

Eleanor Richards writes for assistance.
For the past two years the Arts centre at Wells Next the Sea, where I work,

has run a Kkite festival which has include Kite making workshops. Hitherto
the workshops have been run by the kite maker and designer Don Dunford,
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but he is about to leave the area and we are in search of someone else who
might be prepared to help us this year. If there’s anyone who might be
interested in the East Anglia/Lincolnshire area could they contact me at 2
Scarborough Road, Great Walsingham, Norfolk NR22 6AB.

Camden Arts and entertainments are planning for August a number of
outdoor events in open spaces throughout the borough. This year they
would like to feature Kite making workshops as part of the summer
programme. They would be aimed at young people between the ages of seven
and fifteen and obviously directed at beginners. Ideally, kites made on the
day would be flown by their makers. The sessions would be held on Tuesdaus,
throughout August between 12 and 4pm. A fee and the cost of materials
would be covered by Camden.

Should anyone be interested in participating in these workshops, please
could they contact Paul Collett, Visual Arts Officer, Camden Arts and
Entertainment Office, 100 Euston Road, London NW1 or telephone 01 860 5870.

(Here is some news of events)

Peter Metcalf writes regarding the Chiltern Kite Group.

At the time of writing we are without a secretary as John has now moved
out of the area. Any contact for the group should now be sent to Steve
Dawes, 13 Lester Grove, Hazelmere, High Wycombe, Bucks HP15 7MW who is
now acting as treasurer and acting secretaruy.

-We have decided to use the following sites for flyins -

1 Maidensgrove, Henley on Thames. 05 Map 175 reference 5SU 712891
2 Pinkneys Green, Maidenhead. 0S5 Map 175 ref SU 858827

Dates as follows (3rd Sunday of each month):-
c¢lst May Maidensgrove, 18th June Pinkneys Green, 16th July Maidensgrove
27th August Pinkneys Green, 17th September Maidensgrove (see below), 15th

October Pinkneys Green,19th November Maidensgrove.

The Wooburn Kite Festival will probably be held on Sunday 17th September
but this has still to be confirmed.

Wilf Proctor has written to let us know about the Kirkcudbright Kite event
this year.

The event will be know as "Kirkcudbright - Kites - Kids" and will be a series
of fly-ins at Caven Park, a flat site by the river, each afternoon at 2.00pm
during the week commencing Monday August 7th. There will be a workshop in
the town hall on the Monday morning.

If you think you will be in the area the pop along and fly your Kkites.
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ROKKAKU CHALLENGE 1383

The 1989 Rokkaku Challenge got off to a good start at the Blackheath
Easter Festival with the first day having excellent winds and the second
day, after a delay of a couple of hours before the first bout got underway,
turned out to be equally as good.

The team event had 3 competitors on both days which led to a much better
fight than we have had at some events in the past. The aggregate standing
of the two days (and therefore the first round of the UK Challenge) is:-

The Peacock Family - 13  points.
The Porters - B8 points.
The Blitz - 7 points.
Doug Jones/Martin Croxton - 5.5 points.
Paul Morgan - 5.5 points.
Dave Clements & co. - 4 points.
The Decorators - 3.5 points.
The A Team - 1.5 points.

The Individual Challenge had 14 competitors. The current standing is:-

Ron Moody - 6 points.
Martin Croxton - 4.5 points.
A.Rooley - 7.5 points,
Paul Morgan - 7 points.
Tony Cartwright - 5.5 points.
Mark Peacock - 4 points.
Doug Jones - 2.5 points.
Jacob Twyford - 3 points.
Oliver Webster - 4.5 points.
George Webster - 4 points.
Les Porter - ' B Reint.

Ian Peacock - .5 point.

We have been asked to clarify some of the rules of the U.K. Challenge, both
Team and Individual.

The heats are being held at Birmingham, Shrewsbhury, Blackheath, Washington
and Bristol and registration is on the day (or days) and is open to all
Kitefliers.

For the team event the Kite must be a minimum of 2 metres high and there
must be at least two people flying the Kkite. For the individual event the
maximum height is 1.5 metres and a minimum of 1 metre.

The points are awarded 1st - 6 points, 2nd - 4 points, 3rd - 3 points, 4th -
two points and 5th - | point and there are three rounds in each heat. The
points are totalled at each event attended and the best three scores ar=
used to determine the overall winner. (So you only need to attend three
events to have a chance of winning).
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EVENTS LIST

MAJOR KITE FESTIVALS

May 7th Uld Warden Aerodrome, Biggleswade.

May 20th, 21st Brighton Kite Festival, Waterhall Playing Fields,
Patcham, Brighton. Contact Greg Locke.

June 3rd, 4th Cofton Park, Birmingham Centenary Kite Festival.
Contact M.K.F.

July 2nd Petworth Park Kite Day. Petworth, West Sussex.
Contact Joanna Mersey.

July 1st., 2nd Shrewsbury Kite Festival. Contact Tony Slater.

July 8th, 9th Blackheath Summer Rally, Blackheath, London.
Contact Tony Cartwright.

July 15th, 16th Washington Festival of The Air, Washington, Tyne &
Wear. Contact Malcoim Goodman.

August S5th, 6th Roval Victoria Country Park, Netley, Southampton.
Contact Dave Clements.

August 20th Bournemouth Kite Day, Hengistbury Head. Contact
W.K.G.

September 1lst Kite Society Convention, Bristol. Contact The Kite
Society

September 2nd, 3rd Bristol International Kite Festival, Ashton Court,
Bristol. Contact Martin Lester.
October 1st 0ld Warden Aerodrome, Biggleswade.

LOCAL EVENTS

The Devon Kite Fliers have a Fly—-in on the following dates:-—

30th April 14th May 29th May 11th June
25th June 9th July 30th July 13th August
10th September 1st October

All events are held at Porc Hill, Godsworthy, Tavistock, North Devon.
Contact Les Symons.

The White House Kite Fliers have fly—-ins on the second Sunday of every
month. These are-held at Barbury Castle Country Park, Near Wroughton,
Swindon. Contact Ron Gunther.

The Great Ouse Kitefliers have meetings as follows:-

14th May Riverside Park, St Neots. Contact Colin Jackson.
11th June Priory Park, Bedford. Contact Bob Piron.

9th July Grafham Water South side. Contact Ted Fleming.
13th August Riverside Park, St Neots. Contact Colin Jackson.

10th September Ferry Meadows, Peterborough. Contact Mike Millen.
8th October Riverside Park, St Neots. Contact Ted Fleming.
10th December Priory Park, Bedford. Contact Bob Piron.

All Great Ouse events start at 11.00am.

The Brighton Kiteflyers meet on the tollowing dates:-
23rd April The Red Hill, Brighton, Sussex.
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EVENTS LIST

7th May Highdown Hill. Worthing, -sussex
29th May Central Playing Fields, Redhi!l. Sussex.
4th June Beachy Head., Eastbourne, Sussex.

Contact Grea Locke.

The Chiltern Kite Group have decided to meet on the following dates:-—

21st. May Maidensgrove, Henley on Thames.
18th June Pinkneys Green, Maidenhead.
16th July Maidensgrove, Henley on Thames.
27th August Pinkneys Green, Maidenhead.

17th September Maildensgrove, Henley on Thames.
15th October Pinkneys Green, Maidenhead.
19th November Maidensgrove, Henley on Thames.

Contact Stewve Dawes.

13th, 14th May Capstone Country Park, Rochester, Kent. Contact
Julian Smith.

12th, 13th August Teston Bridge Picnic Park, Maidstone, Kent. Contact
Nick Brown.

INTERNATIONAL EVENTS

10th, 1l1th June Dunkerque, France. Contact Didier Willem.
23rd, 24th, 25th Scheveningen Kite Festival, Holland. Contact
June Vlieger Op.

CONTACT DETAILS

Tony Cartwright, 78 Dongola Road, London N17 6EE. 01 808 1280.

Greg Locke, 53 New Road., Shoreham By Sea, Sussex.

Midland Kite Fliers, 021 706 1302.

Joanna Mersey. 1 Rosmead Road, London, W11 2JG.

Tony Slater, 128 Meadow Farm Drive, Harlescott, Shrewsbury SY1 4JY.

Wessex Kite Group., 16 Brackley Way, Hammonds Green, Totton, Hants.

Martin Lester, 40 City Road, Bristol BSzZ BTX.

Les Symons, 'Ju Les Gla', East Waytown, Goodleigh Road, Snapper,
Barstaple, North Devon.

Ron Gunther, 0793 770784

Dave Clements, 83 Farmfield Road, Downham, Bromley, Kent, BR1 4NE.

Ted Fleming, 10 Laxton Close, Eaton Ford, St Neots, PE19 3AR.

Bob Piron, 0234 61835.

Mike Millen, 7 Elm Way, Sawtry. Cambs PE17 50QQ. 0487 B832154.

Colin Jackson, 2 Drake Ropad, Eaton Socon, St Neots PE19 3HS.

Simon Harrison, 0474 363485.

Julian Smith, 1 Forest Drive, Walderslade, Kent MES5 9NY.

Didier Willem. 600 Boulevard Diderot, 59240 Dunkergque, France.

Vlieger Op, Weteringkade 5a. 2515 AK Den Haag. Holland.

Malcolm Goodman, 134 Thames Road. Billingham, Cleveland TS22 5EX.

Steve Dawes. 13 Lester Grove., Hazlemere, High Wycombe. Bucks HP15 7MW.
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KITE SOCIETY CONVENTION

The Kite Society Convention is being held on Friday 1st September at The
Hawthorns Hotel, Clifton, Bristol and is followed by the Bristol International
Kite Festival on the 2nd and 3rd of September at Ashton Court, Bristol.

This is going to be THE kite event of the year, so no Kite flier can afford
to miss this one.

The convention hotel is specially designed as a meeting centre and has
excellent facilities, probably the most important being (for some Kitefliers at
least) that the hotel has four bars all of which have a variety of hot and
cold food available throughout the day, and an excellent restaurant, the
convention facilities are good too!

The convention opens at 11.00am and will be open both to Kitefliers and
members of the public. Three meeting rooms have been set aside for our
exclusive use throughout the dau.

The largest room has been designated as the kite exhibition area and also
the "Kite Market", so far we have the following Kite traders, displaying and
selling a wide variety of wares:-

Ron Dell - kites and kite materials, e.g. fibreglass, ripstop. Bob Foskett,
comprehensive range of Kkites. Rik Reid, an exciting collection of Asian 3D
bird and animal kites. Roy Wright, selling the ACE collection of stunt Kites.
T.Robins, selling his new range of Hi-tied Kites. Paul Morgan, selling all his
usual collection of kites, including his renowned Rokkakus.

The second and third rooms have been set aside for a variety of talks and
workshops including the following:-

Peter Waldron - Design process of the Tetra Kite, illustrated with drawings,
prototypes etc. Jilly Pelham with a demonstration and discussion of sewing
techniques. Paul Chapman on Western Kites before 1945. A talk illustrated
with slides and replicas. Tom Pratt - Photography from Kites, showing the
equipment, discussing technigues etc. Wilf Jones on the evolution of the
Flexifoil showing slides and a video. Martyn Lawrence with a fighter
workshop. Paul Jobin and Tony Cartwright on team stunt flying. How to
start, how to form a team, routines etc. Illustrated with videos. Don Dunford
- a talk on the theory of flight as related to kites. Jim Rowlands - a
workshop on running workshops. Hints, tips, designs, ideas, planning etc.
Includes a practical session making one or more Kites. Peter Powell on a
subject yet to be announced. John Barker on parachuting fauna and the
tools of the trade. Adam Sutherland on Japanese Kites illustrated with
slides.

The majority of the talks will last around an hour with the exception of
the workshops which will last between 1.5 and 2 hours.

To help us finalise the timetable, and to ensure that you can attend the
talks you want, we would like you to return the form below indicating those
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KITE SOCIETY CONVENTION

talks you are interested in. We cannot promise that there will be no clashes
but with this feedback we can be sure that the majority of people will be
satisfied. Please note that for the workshops by Jim Rowlands and Martyn
Lawrence there will be a small charge for the materials used.

The closing event of the Convention takes place during the evening of the
end September after the close of the first day of the Kkite festival. We
start with the banquet - we already have 100 people signed up for this and
space is limited so if you want to eat with the best then send you booking
NOW! Because of the popularity we cannot guarantee that tickets will be
available on the day. It only costs £10.00 per person (or £5.00 for children
under 12).

We follow the meal with the grand auction. The money raised from the
auction will go towards supporting this and future conventions. If you would
like to donate something to the auction let us know using the form below.
Remember you can just attend the auction if you want.

REGISTRATION FORM

Name Number of people attending the
Address meal on Saturday

I enclose a cheque for
pauable to "The Kite Society
Teleph e No. Corvention" (£10.00 per persan)

I would like to attend the following talks (please delete those not wanted).
Peter Waldron / Jilly Pelham / Paul Chapman / Tom Pratt / Wilf Jones

Martyn Lawrence / Paul Jobin / Don Dunford / Jim Rowlands
John Barker / Adam Sutherland / Peter Powell

I/We will donate the following items to the Auction and will Bring them ()

Past them ()

If you are interested in selling kites or Kkite related articles at the Kkite
market places are available at £10.00 per stall. Please indicate below the
items you would be selling and the trading name. Please make your cheque
pauyable to The Kite Society Convention.

Please return this form with any payment to:-
The KiteS5ociety, 31 Grange Road, Ilford, Essex IGl 1EU by 31st July 198S.
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‘ 1st FOR CHOICE  Available in high density Polythene or Ripstop
Nylon, in 3 sizes. P1 42" x 42", P2 36" x 36", P3
30" x 30".

/\ 1st FOR QUALITY Thiskite was designed to perfection. over a number
of years After extensive Lests by the European
Kite Magazine, this was their verdict:
/\ ITFLIES EXCEPTIONALLY WELL
LIVESUP TOITS CLAIM OF INDESTRUCTIBILITY
/ \ AMONG THE BEST VALUE FOR MONEY BARGAINS
AFARCRY FROM SOME OF THE ITEMS WE HAVE SEEN.

Ist FOR VERSATILITY Designed as a two line stunt kite, it can also be flown as
/\ a single line traditional kite or as a Nagasaki fighting kite,

As a stunt kite 2,3, or more can be easily linked together
in a “train”” for an impressive display of ariel ballet.

) 1st FORSERVICE All parts are easily replaceable should you accidentally damage
or lose a part. There is now no longer the need to buy a
whole new kite, just buy the required part.

I1st FOR SAFETY Weighing less than 65gms and with a high energy absorbing
spine, fitted with shock absorbers it will not cause injury
to even a small child it accidentally struck at full speed.

1st FOR PRICE Compared with any other stunt kite of equivalent size -
judge for yourself,

FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE
AND PRICE LIST SEND
OFF COUPON BELOW
ENCLOSING A
S.A.E.
™

g PLEASE SEND
_~  ME YOUR FREE BROCHURE

\ N

\ \ L o

© RSM LEISURE CO., 1989

R O b




ACE KITE NEWS — ACE KITE NEWS SPECIAL INTRODUCTION OFFER
FOR EARLY BIRDS

After a busy Autumn and Winter (more like Spring this
year) the ACE kite is now available through mail order.
ACE KITES in Polythene are available in two sizes:

P3 in 30”x30” and the P2 in 36™x36". (1) A free practice sail

. . _ (2) Free postage and packing.
The P3 retails at £4.99 single kite pack This offer is exclusive to members of the Kite Society.
£4.45 supplement pack Please quote your membership No. and include the Early

£9.45 two kite pack Bird Voucher. This offer ends on the 31st MAY, 1989,
£15.00 three kite pack

The P2 retails at £6.99 single kite pack

£6.20 supplement pack

£13.20 two kite pack

£21.00 three kite pack
Postage and Packing are as follows: single and supplementary
pack £1.50. two kite pack £1.95. and for three kite pack
£2.50. Payment should accompany your order, cheques
and Postal Orders should be crossed and made payable to
R.A. Wright. Every part of the ACE KITE is obtainable
separatly. A piece-parts price list is available from RSM
Leisure ( see advertisment ). For an exciting introduction
offer see details below. Well this is all for today. Wishing
you many enjoyable kite flying days,

FESTIVAL OF THE AIR

The fourth Anglo-Japanese Festival of the Air is being held on the 15th &
16th July, at Washington Tyne and Wear.

For the first 250 replying and ordering an ACE P2 KITE
we offer-

Following the success of last year’s Festival of the Air which attracted over
54,000 people we aim to make this year’s Festival a more exciting and
spectacular event.

We have invited -ome of the worlds best Kite makers to Washington - from
England, China, Japan, USA, Germany, Italy, Holland, France, Denmark etc.

Some of the events planned:

Rokkaku Challenge Team and single events. World record attempt for the
largest number of flexifoil power Kites ever flown (bring your own flexifoils).
STACK Competitions. American Stunt and Precision Flying Teams. Pocock
Challenge. Parachuting Teddy Bears. Kite trains. Sky Ballet. Single and
Stunt Kite Competitions. Strongest Lift. Hague Flying Gallery. Foreign
Kites and Kite Exhibitions.

Hot air balloons, Arts and Craft Market, Trade 5tands, Food and Drink
Marquees, Live Music, Theatre, Entertainment for all the family.

Caravan and camping on site, some accommodation available with local Kkite
flyers on a first come first served basis. We also have special rates of
accommodation at the Post House Hotel (if booked through us) at £20.00 per
person per night (B&B).

If you have any queries or require any further information please contact
Malcolm Goodman - tel 0642 550827 or write 134 Thames Road, Billingham,
Cleveland. TS22 5EX.
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The Newsletbter of the BRIGHTON KITE FLYERS

EDITORIAL.

By the time you read this there will only be two weeks to the final
deadline. Reports have already come in together with some cifers cf help
and ideas. There will be 2 full report on the World Record Attempt at
Battersea available at the Festival.

FLY-INS.

0Of the last three fly-ins only two proved weather friendly tc any extent
and these saw a number of new kites in the air. The last one at the Red
Hill saw the local Police helicopter circumspectly flying around the
site avoiding the downwind leg until he had confirmed that there was no
Notam and then he brazenly flew over the top at around 600 feet. The eye
in the sky !!!!

THE FESTIVAL.

Plans for this year’s Birthday Party are well under way and thanks to
the generosity of Malcolm Goodman its loocks as if a World Record can be
broken on the Saturday.

Help in setting out the incoming direction boards on the Friday evening
would be most welcome - as would the recovery of the same on the Iunday
or Monday. If you live in the Lewes Road/Falmer/Patcham or Hove areas,
possess a step-ladder and wcould like tc help please contact Greg.

The festival WILL be officially opened this year and this ceremony will
include the inaugeral flight of a unigue mystery kite currently bLeing
created by Paul Morgan.

There are still some camping spaces available - and Breakfast will be

available on .both Saturday and Sunday mornings - £1.20 if booked 1in
advance or £1.75 at the counter. '

UPCOMING DATES LIST

Legend :- F - Festival B - BMISS Display
F-I — Fly-in F - BMISZS Fublic Dropping
D — Demonstration RP - Record Project
W - Workshop # - ALL Togeth-r Now!
DATE TYPE  GRID REF CLUB  HEIGHT  VENUE NOTES
23/04 F-1 198/TR285083 BKF i500ft  The Red Hill, BRIGHTON, Sussex
07/05 F-1 198/7TQ100043 BWF 1500Fft  Highdown Hill, WORTHING, Sussex
7/0GS F 153/TL1SS44E  BHFA 200 Cld Warder Sercdrome, Sedfordshive
20/21/05 F * 198/7TG2B30A9 BKF 3500ft  MWaterhall Playing Fields, Patcham, BRIGHTON, Sussex
293/05 DF 187/70281510 BKF 2000ft  Central Playing Fields, REDHILL, Sussex.  LIONS FRIR
4/06 F-1 193/TVS92963 BKF Beachy Head, EASTBOURNE, Sussex.




THE INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF THE BEARLY MADE IT SKYDIV:= SQUAD , THE U.K. TED
DEVILS AND THE INTERNATTONAL BROTHERHOCD OF FARACHUTING FAUNA. No.12. March 89,

. AAHHH, ERGHHH, OOWAHH, YALVWINMNN, RR, WASH THE TIME? Cor, Bler, Squint, Bleedin
Ada, its only Half Past February. What the... Something must have Woke me up, Cor,
Bler..VWas all that noise going on. Yaawwnnn, Cor I cant think straight, Oh no, I've
sussed it out. Cussin, Swearin,a constant Clank,Clank,Clank. Yeah, no doubt about
it, the Cardboard Cutout is on one of his, "About Time I Made Some Kites Kick", its

either that or he's Cobbling up more Parachutes,

Aint it real, Here we are,trying to get some Official Winter Kip, and that noisy
old sod goes and wakes us up a Month early. Hang about,I'll just have a gquick Shufti
to see if he's woken any more of the H.J. Mob, Gordon Bennett,I'M well Brassed off,
all the others are still out for the count., Even Sid the Rabbit, who we Bears got
to Hibernate, is Spark out, Dear oh lor, I dont know whats worse, The Boring 0ld
Fart, cobbling up Kites,or Leroy and Rastachat snoring in Stereo,

Does any other Dropnik cause so much Aggro when making Kites ?, I mean, I can
Jjust about stand the noise of his Ayteenundred an ows yer Farva Sewin Machine, but
what really gets up my Nose, is all the Cussin, and Swearin, that goes with it,

ter all if the silly old sod, Measured up and cut the Ripstop and Dowell correctly
in the First place, ther'ed be no need for all this carryon,

Hey, its all gone guiet. I think he's finished for the time being, thew, I've
just had a yuick Blink at the end result of all that Palava. Sheesh, its a mess
masquerading as a Conyne,and thea colour is enough to make you wanna throw up, Tuk, £
w22 2% Dayglo Type Orange Ripstop he's had ldcking around for ages. Right, I'M r
going to try and get my Head dovm till sometime in March,and try not to think too @
mich about our Annual trip to the Eastern Front. You !mow, The Blackheath Fetival.,

GandZY, YCUR CHAIRBEARS PI=CE...

Hi, everyone. First off Belated I'ew Year Greetings to you all,
A1l the Best to You ard Yours. From feople obviously new to R,C,
we are getting lots of enquiries regarding Membership of BMISS, UKID
and the IBFF, Membersnip is automatic for any Fauna of a Soft Cuddly,
Toy Fersuasion, Humes cannot be members unless they have survived a
Descent of 3,000 £t(1,000 mts) minimum sans a Parachute, Eumes can
of coursebe Dropniks, Assistants, Crew,etc,etc, though it should be
understood that whtever a hume decidecs to be, He or she, will always
Play second Fiddle to a Full liember, \

Another question which crops up with amazing regularity is the
one about "To Stuff, or not to Stuff the Jolly 0ld Rag", Whilst we
have no serious objections to an Unstuffed Rag, we feel that any -
Fauna making Descents with an already Deployed Chute, is not ent- -
ering into the Spirit of the Game, Most of the excitement obtained Log
from Parachuting Fauna is from the uncertainty of whether or not - |
the Chute will open upon release, Some of our Members who descend ~
on Unstuffed Rags, complain that after a while is all very Tame,
So dear Members, if its excidement you want, you must encourage

your Dropnik to GET STUFFZD...es.ses 1’

At the risk of Boring the Pants off our 0ld Hand Members and Dropniks, on F.2
we shall provide a "BACK to BASICS " Feature. Flease bear wihh us as we try to
impart some Information to those who are new to the Parachuting of F.S.C.T Variety.




Parachuting Easy O.K. Those readers of R.,C. who at the present do not engage
in the True Lunatic Fringe of Internmational Kiting, i.e. Farachuting of Faune, should
be advised that pretty well the First Item they require is a Fauna of the Soft Cuddly
Toy Variety. Secondly, unless they intend to be what BMISS terms A Right Bji"Gafa'&d,
Dropnik , i.e,,one who drops Fauna with no Parachute at all, potential Dropniks will
a Parachute find,very Handy. The followig sketches will give you a start. The Card-
board Cutout uses Unproofed or Loomstate Riprtop for his Chutes, If this type of Rip-
stop is not available locally, then use the Lightest Material you can find,

A TEMFLATE for the Chute Gores or PanelScan be cut from thin card, The sides of
the Template should be Curved, via a F/Glass Rod, otherwise the Canopy will be Dis-
torted. 14 off, will give a Chute of approx 1 Metre Dia. The Shroud _Lines are also

CHUTE PACK 1 lietre in Length. ceven to each

ulder Riser,
ivijﬂyﬁ;-ﬁ7é%:::

PACKIN G B
SEQUCNCE

The Fack is made
from Two Layers of
Ripstop, Stuck to-
gether with Contact
Adhesive, The cenire
of the Fack can be
Stiffe:ed with a riece of Wash up Liquid Bottle, Three
of the Parvk Flaps are fitted with Eyelets and thee Fourth
has a Loop of String sewn to it., This Loop goes through the
Evelets when the chute is packed and the Fin on the Static
| Line goes through the free end of the Loop. A piece of Elas-
tic is threaded through the Tyelets in the centre of the FTack
and the Shroud lines are tucked under tnis., To Fak Chute, first
lay chute out with Static inside., Fold Chute to roughly one
size, Concertina Canopy neatly, tuck Shroud Lines under Fack
Elastic , place Canopy on top of Shrouds,close Pack Flaps
with loop through eyelets and secure with Static Line Fin,
Fauna Harness size obviously varies with size of Fauna,
WP 1t is easily made from Ripstop. The shoulder Risers , suspens-
ion Strap and Fack are Sevm to the Harmess . EHasiest way to attach Fauna
t® Kite Line is vie a Pipe Cleaner, one end of which is attached firmly to the ¥ite
Iine. The free end is passed through the Fauna's Suspension Strap D. Ring and then
loosley looped over the Kite Line, With static line also attached firmly to the
Kite Line, the deley before the Fipe cleaner lets go is enough to let you longlaunch
a Fauna, Do not hesitate to contact BMISS at the Editorial adress if you need Help.

09 SSZNUKH MOH
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Editorial Adéress. FRED BEAR, 48, Laurel lane, West Drayton. Middx, UB/7. 7TY. U.K.

For anything BMISS and over the Top. Fetes Appearences etc. Contact Gamley Bear &
o®®¢ G.N.IOCKE Esq, BMISS EVENTS, 53. New Road, Shoreham by Sea. V,/Sussex. BNL.bRB.
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4 Competitions will
attract over 120,000
spectators

Stunt kite flyers will this year have 4 major competitions
in which to challenge their individual and team skills.
The 4 festivals are expected to attract over 120,000 spec-
tators for a feast of "kite kraziness”.

S.T.A.C.K will be organising both the individual and
team competitions at the following major festivals:

Birmingham
The Kite Society's National Stunt Kite Championships

Blackheath, London.
South-East All-comers Stunt Kite Championships.

3rd & 4th June.

8th & 9th July.

The S.T.A.C.K. Challenge

This challenge is in response to the slow regisuation of
individual competitors for this years competitions. We
have decided to include an individual sequence taken
from the West Coast Championships, USA, 1988. Fly
it this weekend and enter the competitions. NOW.

Issue 3, April 1989

Ron Reich Fan Club

It has just come to our
notice a new product
from the merchadising
wizards at the Ron
Reich Fan Club.....the
RonReich Topee, avail-
able in assorted colours
or 12 panel...They're
the Tops!

' Washington, Tyne & Wear. 15th & 16th July.

North-East All-comers Stunt Kite Championships

Bristol, 2nd & 3rd September.
The Kite Store Intl" Open Stunt Kite Championships

Competitions will be held for Individual Precision, Team
Precision, Individual Ballet and Team Ballet. There will
be both Junior (16 and under) and Open competitions.
The Precision events will consist of two elements; [irstly,

| Compulsory figures and secondly, a 2 to 3 minute free

flight section without music. Ballet events will consist of
a 3 1o 5 minute free style routine to music. Competitions
will start on the Saturday of all the festivals

Two sets of compulsory figures will be used. One set
will be used at Birmingham and Bristol, the other set at
Blackheath and Washington. For Individuals, you must
fly the three published figures (see inside this issue) and
a surprise figure, which will be distributed on the day of
the competition. For Teams, you will be required to fly 2
out of the 4 figures published. The Individuals surprise
figure and the two Team figures will be selected by the
judges on the day of the event. Full competition rules are
available inside the S.T.A.C.K manual or by sending a
S.AE.0STACK.»




&\ INDIVIDUAL COMPULSORY
,T.ﬁ? FIGURES

Birmingham & Bristol Individual Compulsory Figures
Circle within a Square Layout with Two Upward The Bristols
Rolls
= —>
<
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Blackheath & Washington Individual Compulsory Figures
Octagon The Mount Circle within a Circle
| VIO IIIIIII.|
" FFETF T FTTHA
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The fourth compulsory figure will be set by the judges on the day of the competition.




Flying Advice
Launching

If you have a swept wing type kite (Hawaiian's, Fire
Darts etc.) then stand it up on its bottom tips using a
ground stake to hold the handles and lines taught. The
kite should lean back about 30 degress to the vertical to
stop it self-launching. With the kite in this position, pull
firmly on both lines and as the sail fills, steer the kite off
the ground. Do not oversteer, the first few seconds of
launch are critical.

If you have a classic diamond shaped kite (Peter
Powell, Zig-Zag etc.) then lean it on one of it's leading
edges and secure the handles in the same way on the
ground stake.

‘Wina {Irecton

Laungwng - Take

quick Fleps bacaward I

To launch, pull the highest flying line first (that is the line on top of the inverted kite). This will pull the nose into
the wind and allow the kite to lift off. For Flexi'-foils the principle is similar but inflation can be a little tricky. Little
ramps for the leading edge usually solves the self-launching problem.In light winds, stepping backwards a few feet
when launching will add wind speed and make the launch easier.m

JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP

S.T.A.C.K. has introduced a special membership rate for
Juniors (16 or under on the 31st december, 1989). For just
£3 you will receive the full joining pack and are entitled
to the same priveledges as adult members. So fill in a
S.T.A.CK. application form, tick the juniors box and
send it off today.

JOINING INSTRUCTIONS
The first copies of the Official S.T.A.C.K. Manual '89
have now been sent out to all members (sorry about the
delay). It contains over 60 pages of stunt kite descrip-
tions, flying advice and figures for individuals and tcams,
full competition rules plus much more. The manual is
justa part of the joining pack which also includes a 10%
discount at participating stores and S.T.A.C.K News
updates. S.T.A.C.K is a non-profit making organisation.
So do not delay and send your cheque or Postal order
for £5 payable 10 S.T.A.C.K. to: Mike Ward, 132 West-
bury Avenue, Wood Green, London N22 6RT. Allow 21
days for delivery.

S.T.A.C.K. Needs

You

COMPETITION REGISTRATION

The Decorators, The Sky Scrapers and the Blitz have
registered for most of the team competitions. We know
of potentially three more teams, so please register, we
know who you are.

However, the response for the individual competitions
is rather disappointing. We would just like to say at this
point, to all those who feel that they are not ready for
competition, stop being so vain and enter today. The
competitions will be run in a relaxed and friendly man-
ner. You will be given any assistance you require and
you never know how good, or bad, you are until you
compete and find out. So come on, this is your chance
of fame and fortune. You might even get your picture in
the papers or on the television. So make your Mum
proud of you and enter the competitions... NOW,
Contact any of us for further encouragement and help.

S.T.A.C.K.is GROWING

We have just passed the thirty number and are heading
rapidly towards forty members strong, even before the
1989 festival season starts, a good response. So far
S.T.A.C.K. has members in Scotland, Wales, Northern
England, the Midlands, the West Country, London and
the South East. Plus $.T.A.C.K. is also international, we
welcome our first five members from the U.S.A.




Low TOLERANCE of SWLIGHT
RoGER ™ WEAL HEAVY byTY SHABES

WRAP'N'ROLL

THE BLITZ TEAM OFTEN RECRUIT VERY INTERESTED
BYSTANDERS , USING TRIED Awb TESTED METHODS.

X 2
© JOAN REA 1989

If you want to contribute to S.T.A.C.K News then please send your article, letter, photography, gossip, flying advice or
cartoons to Paul. The deadline for the July issuse is the 1st June. Originals will be returned if you include a S.A.E.
The S.T.A.C.K Committe:

Chairman:
President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Tony Cartwright, 78 Dongola Rd, London N17 6EE.

Paul Jobin, 115 Tottenham Rd, London N1 4EA.

Mike Ward, 132 Westbury Ave, London N22 6RT.

Andy King, c/o The Kite Store Ltd. 69 Neal Street, London WC2H 9PJ.

S.TAC.K Newsis
Edited by Paul Jobin
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BROMSGROVE CARNIVAL - 1st JULY 1989

The Friends of Bromsgrove Hospitals are hosting the
Bromsgrove Carnival again this year. The Midlands Kite Fliers
have been invited to display their kites and to organise a few
competitions: there will be prizes !!

Club funds may benefit from this event, so come to Saunders
Park on the 1lst. July and enjoy a great day out. Don't forget
there will be a carnival going on as well......

SUTTON PARK OPEN DAY - 9th JULY 1989

Not many details yet, but it should be the same as last
year with over 100 different events taking place in the Park.
The Midlands Kite Fliers will be handling the Kiting end of it.

FLY-IN REPORT - SUTTON PARK - FEBRUARY 1989.

There is no doubt that the Midlands Kite Fliers are very
fortunate to be given use of the Top Arena Field in Sutton Park.

Although I have only been there twice, and the wind was in
the same direction each time, I imagine it will be just as
suitable whichever direction it comes from.

With a bright sky and gusty wind, conditions were very good
for the time of year, so the expected regulars were there along
with many new faces who greeted me as if we were old friends.
This is one of the reasons I have retained my membership of the
Midlands Kite Fliers

When I arrived at 11:00am, Chairman Don was putting the MKF
signs on the gates. It wasn't very long before many others
arrived and a good variety of kites were airborne. Everyone
couldn't believe that February had produced such a good day for
us. Such is the site that, unlike Walsall, dry shoes were the
order of the day!

Many thanks for making such a happy day for your ex-patriot
member from Cornwall,

Norman King.

FLY-IN REPORT - SUTTON PARK - MARCH 1989.

The Top Arena Field is proving to be an outstanding site
for our regular First-Sunday-in-the-Month fly-in. March
delivered patchy sun and a good stiff wind all day. Squalls
loomed close, but somebody else must have been having a Kite
meeting that day!

The wind was too strong for the pretty kites, but the
sturdy ones found it ideal once past the initial turbulence.
Surprisingly, deltas flew well all day - these normally low wind
kites took to the steady conditions admirably. A large turnout
by MKF members and substantial support from non-members ensured
the itinerant public were hugely entertained by our efforts.

Derek Kuhn
Secretary, Midlands Kite Fliers March 1989
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Don'®'s *"Double Diamond®
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How I Got Started

Just picture this....Blue sky, warm, sunny day, moderate wind AND a
new kite - magic! We were off to give it its first test flight, onto an
open area of common land, with the local pit mount looming large some way
down wind.

Now at this time (circa 1950) the only kites known in the area were
the standard box kite and the traditional diamond kite. But this new one
was something special - two diamonds, side-by-side on a common spar.

The launching site was selected, a ball of string attached, taillings
added and.... away it flew! Ball of string after ball of string was added
until it appeared to be several times higher than the pit mount and way,
way beyond it. By the time all the string had been used the kite was Just
discernible as two minute diamond shapes dancing in formation in the sky.

It was with a great deal of pride and an equal measure of excitement
that I received the string to this, the best kite ever, from my Dad (Il was
about 5 at the time). The thrill of that day is as strong now as it was
then, nearly 40 years a go... and so I kite on.

@ K. D. ECCLESTON 1989
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DOUBLE and TREBLE DIAMONDS

o~ A~ - S~ S~ P~ it

S

1% The tips of the "Double Diawond" are joined by a length of  nylon line, This
prevents the drag of the tail pulling the longerons cut of parallel,

2% As the *Treble Dianond" needs more drag to stabilise it, the lower tips are
joined by a spar in order to keep the longerons parallel,

3% A standard 1/4" diam, plastic joint 15 used to give the outer pannels their
dihedral angle, But the centre crossovers are joined by a piece of plastic tube with two
holes through 1t at right angles to each other,

4% The spars should be supported between diamonds by an extra bridle leg,

These kites are simple to build, good fun to fly and look quite
interesting in the air. I'm looking forward to bringing out.
(you've guessed it !) "The Four of Diamonds".

........

© 1989 K. D. ECCLESTON
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01 836 1abb 01 734 4320

STOP PRESS

The Kite Store is morving to new larger premises

The new address is

48 Neal Street London WCZH SGFPA
telephone 01 836 1666

The Marlborough Court Branch 1s already closed and the 69 Neal Street Shop
will close at 5.00pm on Saturday 15th April.

The New 5Shop will open at 10.00am
on Monday 17th April

We hope by combining all our business activities under one roof, we will be
able to offer all our customers even better service.

P.5 We have loads of 5pinoffs in stock.

Look forward to seeing you soon
Andy, Mark, Vi, Sarah, and Brigid.
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