



























































CONVENTION 1330 & 1391

For next uyears event we are currently in the preliminarily stage of
organising both a international Kite festival and convention to be held in
Weymouth, Dorset. The event is to be held over the Mayday Bank Holiday
with the Convention being held on the Saturday (May 4th) and the Kite
festival on Sunday and Monday (May 5th and 6th). One reason we have
decided to organise a Kkite festival in addition to the convention is to
overcome the apparent dominance of stunt Kites in major events where
these events have been manipulated by people with a vested interest in
stunt Kites and not single line Kites. Full details will appear in the January
Magazine.

Perhaps we should say that the reason we decided not to hold the event at
Birmingham with the Midland Kite fliers was that it took to long for the
date of the event to be finalised and that all the hotels which were in the
correct location were fully booked, leaving the options of either splitting
the event or having to have people travel long distances. Weymouth is an
ideal site in the fact that the Convention can be held in the Pavilion ,
literally a few seconds away from the festival flying site.

For 1992, with the very kind help of Jim Rowlands (who is acting as liaison
officer), we are looking into the possibility of organising an international
kite festival and convention at Harrogate. With the Kite Festival on the
Stray and the convention at the assembly rooms. The dates are likely to be
mid to late July.

And if there is anyone out there who can come up with a good site for 1993
let us know now.

CONVENTION 1330 ACCOUNTS

INCOME
Raised at Auction 3634.50 Unicorn Hotel - Room Hire 500.00
Meal Ticket Sales 1521.00 - A/V Hire 187.50
Kite Store Subsidies/ 1086.00 - Coffee 198.00
Overseas Meals :

Watershed - Room Hire 250.00
TOTAL INCOME 6241.50 - Meals inc. 3174.50

Wine

L 0 5803.27
Esl QUTSOINLS Helpers Drinks/ Tips etc. 40.00
Surplus 438.23

Lecturers Expenses 1150.00

Photocopying/Postage 5740
Bal F 1989 274375 Stationery/Sundries 63.87
FRE T R 5% Donation to British Heart 182.00
Carried Forward to  3181.98 Foundation
1991

TOTAL OUTGOINGS 5803.27
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CONVENTION 1530

From Martin Lester
Dear Kitefliers

Many thanks to you all for helping make the Bristol Kite festival such a
huge success, and I mean that literally, as we had some 75,000 - 80,000
people visit the festival (parks dept figures). Once again the wind was not
as Kind as it could have been, but at least the sun shone which made
running with the Kites a little more pleasant.

Like last uyear, I didn’t actually have time to attend any of the convention
talks and workshops but everything seemed to go smoothly and was very
well attended. A big thanks must go to Jon and Gill for all the work that
went into organising the convention.

During the three days, I became aware of a small undercurrent of bad
feeling - I was told that some people hadn't come because of the camping
charges, that others were questioning the money that was raised at the
auction and who benefited from it. Nothing direct was said, so hopefully I
misinterpreted things, but if you do have any questions or complaints do
contact the relevant person, otherwise nothing can be done to sort things.

So I feel that I must point out that while the Kite Society Convention has
been run at the Bristol Kite festival last year and this year, the two
events are quite separate. Obviously there is some overlap in organisation,
but the finances are kept apart. All the monies raised at the Auction is to
cover the costs and expenses of the Convention - ie booking rooms and
equipment; and to help cover the cost of the invited lecturers. None of this
money goes towards the Kite festival. The money raised by charging for
camping was necessary, it covered the cost of getting keys cut, so that
everyone had easy access to the park at all times (unlike previous years).
The very small profit went towards covering some of the cost of providing

overnight security - which wouldn’t be needed if there was no camping at
all.

Basically, nobody makes a profit from either event, any money raised is
immediately put back into covering costs of the particular event that
raised it, and nobody gets paid to do it.

And now an apology to you all for the campsite and parking problems. A
couple of weeks before the festival, the Parks Dept of the council informed
me that we would have to use a different area for parking and camping -
the area that was the public carpark this year, over a quarter of a mile
away. | managed to get them to relent a little, and they let us use the area
lower down by the trees, which while as not as convenient as previous
years, was better than the alternative. I did not help matter I'm afraid,
because I underestimated how much space all the tents and cars would take
up. Once again - apologies for any inconvenience caused.
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EVENTS LIST

MAJOR KITE FESTIVALS

March 31st/ Blackheath Easter Kite Festival. Contact Tony

April 1st Cartwright.

May 4th Kite Society of Great Britain Annual Convention
Weymouth. (Provisional). Contact The Kite Society.

May 5th, 6th Weymouth International Kite Festival. Contact The
Kite Society.

June 1st, 2nd Birmingham International Kite Festival, Cofton
Park, Birmingham. Contact Derek Kuhn.

July 6th, 7th Washington Festival of the Air, Tyne & Wear.
Contact Malcolm Goodman.

July 6th, 7th Shrewsbury Kite Festival, Shrewsbury. Contact Tony
Slater.

August 3rd, 4th Glasgow Kite Festival, Glasgow. Contact The Kite
Store.

August 3lst/ Bristol International Kite Festival, Ashton Court,

September 1lst Bristol. Contact Avril Baker.

or

September 7th, 8th Bristol International Kite Festival, Ashton Court,
Bristol. Contact Avril Baker.

LOCAL EVENTS

The White House Kite Fliers have fly-ins on the second Sunday of every
month. These are held at Barbury Castle Country Park, Near Wroughton,
Swindon. Contact Ron Gunther.

The Great Ouse Kitefliers have a meeting on the following dates:—
December 9th Priory Park, Bedford. Contact Bob Piron.

The Chiltern Kite Group have decided to meet on the third sunday of
each month at Alternative flying sites. Maidensgrove, near Henley on
Thames - 18th November. Pinkneys Green, near Maidenhead. Contact
George Reed.

The Blackheath Kite Association meet on the second Sunday of each month
at Blackheath, London. Contact Tony Cartwright.

The Essex Kite Group have meetings throughout the winter months.
Contact Kathleen Pike.

The Nomansland Kite Fliers meet on the fourth Sunday of each month at
Nomansland Common, Wheathampstead. Contact Carole Peacock.

The Alcester Kite Fliers meet at the Alcester Rugby Ground on the third
Sunday of each month.

Contact Fred Taplin.

Kite North meet on the 1st Sunday of each month at locations around the
North of England. Contact Adam Sutherland for location.
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EVENTS LIST

The Devon Kitefliers have meetings at Pork Hill, Mid Devon on dates
throughout the winter.

Contact Les Symons.

The Midland Kitefliers have fly-ins on the first Sunday of each month
at Sutton Park.

Contact Derek Kuhn.

The Brighton Kite Flyers fly once or twice a month at various sites in
the Brighton area.

4th November Highdown 18th November Beachy Head
2nd December Telscombe Tye 16th December Woodingdean
30th December Ditchling Beacon

Contact Greg Locke.

1991 Rokkaku Challenge Events

Heats for the 1991 Rokkaku challenge will take place at the following
festivals:

Easter Blackheath Summer Blackheath Shrewbury
Washington Glasgow Bristol
Weymouth

MAJOR INTERNATIONAL FESTIVALS

April 27th, 28th Le Touquet, France. Contact Vincent Glon.
July 13th, 14th Ostende Kite Festival.

August 9th - 11th Stolln, near Rhinow, Germany.

September 21st, 22nd Berlin International Kite Festival.

CONTACT DETAILS

Tony Cartwright, 78 Dongola Road, London N17 6EE. 081 808 1280.

Greg Locke, 53 New Road, Shoreham by Sea, Sussex.

Avril Baker, 39 Cotham Hill, Bristol, BS6 6JY. 0272 745010.

Les Symons, 'Ju Les Gla', East Waytown, Goodleigh Road, Snapper,
Barnstaple, North Devon.

Ron Gunther, 0793 770784

Malcolm Goodman, 134 Thames Road, Billingham, Cleveland TS22 S5EX.

George Reed, 7 Bellwood Rise, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP11 1QH.

Kathleen Pike, 34 Mortimer Road, Rayleigh, Essex.

Fred Taplin, 20 Henley Street, Alcester, Warwickshire.

Tony Slater, 128 Meadow Farm Drive, Harlescott, Shrewsbury. SY1 4JY.

The Kite Store, 48 Neal Street, London. 071 836 1666.

Derek Kuhn, 29 Bradbury Road, Solihull, West Midlands, B9S2 BAE.

Ron Dell, 2 Garfield Road, Enfield, Middlesex 081 804 9080.

Carole Peacock, 61 Windmill Avenue, St Albans, Herts AL4 93J.
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ONE SKY ONE WORLD

This years OneSky One World event was held on October 14th. If you
participated by flying your Kkite - either at an organised event or on your
own, could you please fill in the form below, so that Britains participation
figures can be correlated and sent to the worldwide organisers. Thank you
Please return all forms by 15th of November.

NAME

ADDRESS

FLYING VENUE

NUMBER OF KITES
NUMBER OF KITEFLIERS

NUMBER OF SPECTATORS

YOU SHOULD FORWARD COPIES OF ANY PUBLICITY RECEIVED.

HAND CRAFTED
| FLIGHT TESTED
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PUBLICATIONS

KITE GROUPS

. >
Publications
One of our members Bill Longley
passed on this snippet.
The latest issue (no 130) of the
German design magazine Form
contains a coloured front cover

illustration and two articles on

kites.

The first article outlines Japanese
Kite history, materials and regional
variations, with illustrations of a
few of the Kkites made for the
exhibition ’Pictures for the Sky' in
Osaka organised by Paul Eubel. 140
kites, painted by noted artists from
2D countries and built by Japanese
makers, are on show, and the
exhibition will move over the next
two years to several cities in Europe
and to New York, before the Kkites
are auctioned for U.N. relief funds.

The second article concentrates on
modern designs and materials for
kites, with some splendid coloured
photographs.

In the last issue we mentioned that
a new kKite book - Kiteworks by Max
Eden - had been published in
America. We have since learned that
the book is being published in the
U.K. by Cassell Ltd, the publishing
date is 18th October and the price
will be £14.95. For further details

contact Jonathan King at Cassell on
071 839 4300.

New Groups

A new Kite group is starting up in
Northampton. Organised by Catherine
Brett, they plan to meet on the
first Sunday of each month at the
Racecourse, Northampton 1lam
onwards. For further details contact
Catherine on 0604 B43374.

We have heard from Kevin Appleton
who has recently formed a new Kite
club, based in the Norwich area.
They call themselves the Thrope
Kite Flyers and have around 30
members. For further details contact
Kevin at 37 Eastern Avenue, Thorpe
- St- Andrew, Norwich NR7 0UQ tel no
0603 31964.

Another new group - The Poole
Kitefliers based around Poole, Dorset,

the secretary is Andy Nunn
telephone 0202 721150.

There is also a new Kite Club
based in London - called the London
Skite Club, they are the first Kite
club totally committed to developing
stunt Kite flying wusing two string
precision Kites. Based in London and
the home counties the club will meet
regularly at a London Location and
fly stunt Kkites in teams and
individual events. Membership fee is
£10.00 for which you receive a
discount at the Kite Store and a
regular newsletter. For further
information contact the club
secretary Simon Lewin, The London
Skite Club, 5 Southgate Grove,
London N1 5BT.

Further information about the S.F.
Cody Kite Society mentioned in the
last magazine. The president Rick
Brown plans to have four
newsletters a year with supplements
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KITE GROUPS

KITE THINGS
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in between them if needed.

Membership is $7.00 and apparently
there are both patches and enamel
badges available. For further details
contact Rick at 10B2 Bethesda
Street. Eugene. Oregon 97402 USA.

Kite Things

Following a small item that appeared
in Kitelines we have managed to
track down the English (and in fact
the main) distributors of a gold coin
showing a child flying a Chinese
swallow Kite. Spinks have produced a
series of coins to commemorate the
70th anniversary of The Save the
Children Fund with a donation being
made to the charity for each coin

sold. The coins are usually only
available in a limited edition (3000)
collectors set, but the Chinese

Government decreed that 2000 extra
Gold coins would be made available to
the public. These proof coins are
available from Spinks Modern
Collections on 081 689 5131 the price
is around £.260.00.

There are quite a few free Kite
offers appearing on wvarious foods
but the best we have come across is
the peperami Stunt Kkite offer
(peperami are a salami sausage
snack). The Kite is in the shape of a
piranha and comes with a fibreglass
frame and tail. All you need is 6

stunt Kite tokens from the special
peperami 5 packs so look for the
special packs!

If you want some bamboo. then the
people to contact are Bamboo People,
Godmanstone, Dorchester, Dorset,
DT2 AF. Tel. 0300 341393. Ideal for
fighter kKites examples are £8.50 for
4.5" diameter 12 to 15 ft. Personal
callers only.

1?‘%)
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Greens of Burnley Complete Pa.r{chuting Teddy Bear Kitesees
As you may have read _~"in the last Issue of R.C. we had a Twelve week wait
for the Kit to arrive © it did eventually, and here we hope to give a brief
apprasle of the Kit, We did say that it was the worlds first Comm-
ercial Fara Bear Outfit, but Faul Carline disputes this, and so
even mention the Geezer, ludge, Nudge, who knocked
Batch of Farabear Kits back in 1982, First, Second.
do you get for your Dough. The Ferry is in F/glass
and Ripstop and is very simmilar to the Ferry in
Kites (Ron Moulton) p57 top. The dimensions are SOcm
by 63cm. The attachment of the Ferry to the Kiteline
is by two largish Feyrings, which means ideally the
ferry should be attached before the Kite is launched.
The Farachute is a Four Gore Eight Shroud Job in Ripstop
and the Bear is a nice Jointed one some 25cm tall,
vots it go like Bruv ? fJuite well actually, though we must
say that it does require a stiff wind to hoist the the Ted,
At Tetworth it did the Biz quite well with the Bear suprlied,
but at Blackheath it woulZnt cut the Mustard, not even when we
put young Slangevar (6oz allup ) on it, Flus Points, quite well

e 2 )) made, nice Bear, C.¥. in stiff Wind, Negative Foints, Feyrings are
too close together, Very Basic Chute, no Chute Pack, BMISS verdict
if you want instant Tara Fauna action ,then you pays yer dosh and
}) takes yer choice, Greens fFara Bear Fit £28-35 plus 10+ F, P, and
LL possibly a Twelve Weeks delivery time, who knows.......

If you want to start Farachuting Fauna and fancy malking everything yourself, then
the BIG BOOK OF PARACHUTING T=DDY 3EARS by Hugh Andrew and some other Schmuck is
what you definitely need , This Book tells it like it is from Scratch , and when we
say Scratch we mean the Starting Line, Fully BMISS approved , the A3 Format Book
Features Fughs How Te's from Kon, Various Chute Flans , a Delta Plan and Detailed
lofting and Launching Tips , in fact all you need to Parachute succesfully is in this
sof'tback Book, Price £2,50 inc F,

If you alsc require a Bear to do the Bizzec with Chutewise , Hugh also has some
good Bears for Sale at very reasonable cost, I.Z. Small Ted approx 10" Tall at £2,75.
inc of P& P, and a larger Ted approx 13" Tall at £3,.95.inc p &p. both the Bears are
Jointed, Contact Hugh at Glendower llews, Clifton Park Road, Clifton, Bristol., BSS8, 3BP,

At the Bristol Carparking whoops Kite Festival aserious attempt was made on the BMISS
Most Dropped Record (Classic Catagory) Dropnik Clements Sky Squad made a valiant effort
with a Strat 7 which was only Thwarted by lack of Wind., The B.Q.F, was right under the
Strat in Official Observer Mode and thought that the present record was going to be
broken, alas it was not to be. Ve wont say how many Fauna Dropnik Dave was going to
Launch, suffice it to say that the current record of 39 Fauna presently held by Treg
Locke wuld have been well and truly shattered. Watch out Greg, its only a matter of
time before Dave has the Record.

Whilst we are on about potential Record Breaking, we'd like to lay a bet that young
Slangevar, who is now residing with the BMISS H.Q. lob, currently holds the Downwind
Drift Record at an estimated half a mile, Despite having lots of holes cut in his
Chute Canopy, the little Bleeder still takes ages to hit the ground, If you fancy a
High Plains Drifter of your very own, then contact Dare Bears c¢/o Paul Carline on
031.220 6336 in tdinburgh, Bonny Scotland.

In the next issue of R.C. we hope to publish details of Fat Bonneaub(see Fat we did
finally learn to spell it correctly) Stunt Kite Para Bear Launch System. This can only
be described as Bloody Amazing, with vast potential for Knackering the Stunters when
they are doin what they do best Sky Hogging, Gee Whiz thats torn it, better get ready
for a deluge of letters from irate Stunters. To which of course we shall reply in
very polite terms probably along thelines of "GIT STUFFED ASSOLE,or we'll declare Holy
War on Ya". (Oh Gawd, just when I thought we'd finally got an issue of R.C. where the
you know what would'nt hit the Fan, Fred goes and blows it. The B.O.F.)

Your News , Views and pro Stunter Letters to the Teddytorial . 48, leurel Lane, West
Drayton, Middx, UB7, 7TY,U.K. Right we'll now Barricade the Doors and Break out the
Tin Helmets and Flak Jackets, Cordon Bennett, its atough life being a Boring Old Fart.
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RIP STOP NYLON (PART 2)

SELECTING FABRIC FOR KITEMAKING

Although woven fabrics have many advantages over laminates, such as polythenes,
Melinex, Mylar, there is one great disadvantage. Whereas laminates generally show the same
strength in all directions, woven fabrics are only strong in the direction of the weave, that is
along the warp and weft. Diagonally across the weave fabrics are usually much weaker due to
the tendency of the yarns to slide across each other.

Such differences in strength of course have great implications for the way sails are cut
from the fabric and fitted together and the importance of cutting sails such that the grain on
either half of the kite is balanced are well known to kitemakers. But such factors are also
important when choosing a rip stop especially when checking seconds fabrics for faults.

BUYING AND USING RIP STOP

Rip stop nylon fabric can be purchased direct from the manufacturer or textile broker
usually as whole rolls of a nominal 100 metre length. Some manufacturers may be willing to
supply half or quarter rolls, but only at premium prices, possibly as much as + 50%. Most
kitemakers however prefer to buy fabric in much smaller quantities, one or two metres at a
time and kite stores in particular can usually offer have a good range of colours, though
rarely a selection of different weights. The markup on rip stop bought in such small
quantities is often however in excess of 100% above factory prices.

Almost all the rip stop available for kitemaking in Britain is ‘seconds’ quality, that is it
contains a defect which makes it unsuitable for normal sale. Some of the defects will have
been cut out by the manufacturer, broker or by the retailer, but many minor faults will
remain. If you are going to make use of the fabric most efficiently and produce high quality
results is pays therefore to be aware of the different types of faults and how they may affect
the performace of your kite.

There are five types of defects which the kitemaker should be aware of:-

Dying faults Where the dye has not taken on the fabric there may be smears of colour,
or different shades of colour along the roll but unless they are particularly severe such faults
can generally be ignored.

0Oil Marks

Occasionally you will come across oil or solvent stains on the fabric caused perhaps by
a machine malfunction or an inept mechanic. Fortunately these stains are not usually large
and the sail pattern can be fitted to avoid them.

Mis-weaves

Perhaps only rarely, you will find parts of the fabric where there is a small break in the
weave, resembling a tear.

This fault is caused by a minor malfunction during the weaving process causing local
weaknesses. Again try to fit the sail pattern to avoid this defect and the area immediatly
surrounding it.

Luckily most mis weaves are identified during the quality control stage and will be
marked by a coloured thread sewn into the selvedge.

Off Grain Effects

Off grain effects are the most common defects in seconds quality rip stop, but equally
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the most difficult for the untrained eye to spot.

Normally, in an ideal fabric, the yarns in the warp and weft are parallel and interlace at
90 degrees, producing a regular pattern of squares. However, during the finishing processes,
dying, calendering and coating the fabric may stretch and buckle causing the weave pattern
to twist such that the yarns are no longer

parallel. Such twists are described as ‘off ng.7
gl'ain’ Cffects llIuStralf:d m F]g 1. Exa“‘ple of a box pattem on an "off
As discussed above, rip stop is stronger grain® piece of rip stop nylon

in the warp and weave directions, but such
twists can cause local weakness and the

puckering of the fabric when under tension.

Kites made from fabric sections containing L §

these faults are therefore likely to suffer from T

a instability, increasing the more the kite is gil

flown. > iy .J-
Unfortunately off grain effects are . N

rarely localised, and if they occur in one part -t i

of the roll they are usually also present T T+

throughout its length. To find a roll of .

seconds rip stop which is not off grain is ’

however quite rare and when buying fabric
you are almost always faced with decision of
what degree of fault you are willing to accept.

Coating Problems

As discussed in part 1, the type of coating on rip stop nylon varies dependent on the
final application. Spinnaker rip stop has a harder coating giving the fabric a crisp feel, with
very little stretching whereas clothing grades have very soft coatings, allowing much greater
stretch.

If you buy seconds rip stop taken from the ends of rolls you might find parts where the
coating is patchy or does not extend to the full width of the roll. Several pieces 1 have bought
recently have had this fault. Because there can often be a wide variation in permeability
between coated and uncoated fabrics, it is better that the two should not be mixed on a kite.
Use either wholly coated or uncoated parts in the construction of the kite sail.

Occasionally fabrics are given the wrong type of coating and you will find clothing
grades with a spinnaker finish and or very stretchy lightweight grades. The best advice is
perhaps to avoid both, especially the latter.

Another fault which is also quite common is when the coating dries too hard and has a
tendency to crack in the folds and creases in a criss cross pattern. Because of their resistance
to stretching these fabrics can make quite acceptable kites, particularly framed designs, but
they are very difficult to handle. Generally they will not accept adhesives, and because of the
large amount of static electricity generated fabric layers have a tendency to slip and slide
when being sewn. Also whatever size of needle you use it will always ‘pop’.!

In part 3 : Cutting and Sewing Techniques.

Adapted from ‘Kites and Windsocks’ by Jim Rowlands to be published
by Batsford Press late 1991.
Copyright Jim Rowlands 1990
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MIDDLE WALLOP FLY-IN
Sunday, 5th August, 1990

Holiday time for the Eccleston tribe was due to start on Friday the 4th
August. A cottage in the deepest wilds of Dorsetshire - the neareset
civilisation - the local pub, a mile and a half away (within staggering
distance!) "We’ll have a very restful time dear, none of all that running about |
we’ve done in the past”, said Anne. =

Ron Moulton, however, decided differently. He arranged a fly-in at
Middle Wallop airfield on the first Sunday of our vacation, and as Wiltshire is | =
"just down the road" from central Dorsetshire (!), how could I not attend?
Especially after Tony Slater had told me about all the rotary winged exhibits _
in the museum there.

So off we set to investigate this replacement for the Wroughton venue. [+
All the signs augured well - the sun was shining, lots of blue sky, very warm. |
All this and wind . . . . . magic! When we arrived it was almost unbelievable, |
all that flat(ish) open space, very nearly too good to be true. No need to .
worry about crossed lines here, the only ones who remotely used a chunk of |
this space were John Barker’s parachuting teddies - especially when |
thermalling! . . ... well done, J.B.

Middle Wallop, with its size and situation must come very close to being
the perfect kite flying site. I feel I am almost certainly speaking for all the kite |
fliers who were there when I say to Ron Moulton :

"Thanks, Ron, for a great day out at a SUPERB flying site - how soon
can I go back again?" '

Don Eccleston

Chairman, Midlands Kite Fliers September, 1990 -7
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NORTHAMPTON BALLOON FESTIVAL
Saturday & Sunday, 18th & 19th August, 1990

If you’ve never been to a balloon meeting, as I hadn’t, go at the very next
opportunity. The sight of fifty balloons all taking off together and floating
away over the rooftops of Northampton was breathtaking.

We arrived on Friday night and set up in the compound, a rather
congested area with no apparent ground plan. Given the small area, marked

although the obsession with locking the toilets at dusk nearly did!

The weather on Saturday morning did not look hopeful but by
mid-morning conditions had improved and to our delight a number of
balloons took off in a "hare and hounds" race. This left the field clear for a

radio controlled balloon.
In the evening the balloons set off on another hare and hounds race and

same time. Thirty illuminated balloons against a night sky was a stupendous
sight - I hope the photos come out, but I don’t think they will convey the
unearthly beauty.

Sunday dawned grey, windy and wet. The meteorological report on the
blackboard outside the control centre was concise : "Awful" Ballooning was
officially called off for the day, which left this enourmous open space just
waiting to be filled with kites, which is exactly what we did.

We eventually trekked off home on Sunday evening after a superb days’
flying in some very pleasant company. Ballooning and Kite Flying are
compatible, and we will be able to organise things more efficiently knowing
the general plan of the day. For example, once the balloons have gone, they
don’t come back for about two hours. We look forward to being invited back

a date. See you there!
Chrissie Kuhn
Treasurer, Midlands Kite Fliers

pitches would have been a good idea. However, this did not deter us |

spot of Kite Flying, except by this time the wind had become hopelessly |
unpredictable. (I wonder how the balloonists were managing?) The rest of |
the day passed with various balloons tethered and even the unusual sight of a |

on their return put on the most spectacular display of the whole weekend. In |
the pitch dark, they inflated and tethered the balloons in a long line and |
then, at a signal from the commentator, they all opened their burners at the |

next year and if you didn’t come this year (and most of you didn’t!), make it | =

September, 1990
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Midlands Kite Fliers
International
Festival of Kites
1991

Saturday, 1st June, 1991
Sunday, 2nd June, 1991

COFTON PARK

LONGBRIDGE
BIRMINGHAM
GREAT BRITAIN

Information available from January 1991:
The Secretary,

Midlands Kite Fliers,

29, Bradbury Road,

Solihull,

West Midlands,

B92 8AE,

Great Britain.
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The venue for the
1991 World Cup has
known been decided
as Bristol. It will be
held at the weekend
after the Bristol Kite
festival. The provi-
sional date is the 7th
& 8th September,
1991 in Aston Court.
The plan at this
early stage is that we
put together a spon-
sorship proposal to
seek a commercial
sponsors. This would
enable us to put on the
years premier stunt

kite event. The need
and structure for
commercial spon-
sorship will be
discussed at the
AGM.

The intention
on the competition
side is to hold
competition for not
just teams, as with
this years World
Cup, but also for in-
dividuals. The
winners of Nation-
ally recognised
competitions will be
eligible to compete.

AGM.

The second A.G.M.
will be held in Lon-
don, on the 14th
November. Nomina-
tions for the elected
posts must be received
by the start of the
meeting. All mem-
bers will receive
election forms soon
after the AGM. The
constitution will also
be finished and ready

for approval by
those present at the
AGM.

The posts up for
election are:

President
Chairman
Treasurer
Secretary
Event Co-Ordinator

Team flying is starting
to gain momentum.
Last year there were
but a handful of teams.
This year we have
consistently seen more
teams appearing on
the sidelines of most
of this years team
competitions. Last
year Up against the
Wall watched at
Bristol, this year they
have won Open team
competitions. STACK
wants to do everything
it can to help teams
form and give them a
chance to compete
both locally and
Nationally. To this
end we have started a
register of Teams, not
just in Europe by
Worldwide. This
register will allow us
to ensure that all teams
get event information,
demonstration oppor-
tunities, Notification
of Master Classes and
expert advice and
support. Please send in
information about
your team to Paul
Jobin at STACK and

we will publish a list
of all known teams in
the next issue. One

objective of the
register is to start the
formulation of team
rankings to allow for
the best and fairest
selection for the 1991
World Cup. So if you
are part of team send
in your contact details
and we will list your
teams name in the
register.

Raoul Fossett
& Belguin:
An Apology

There is one member that has
done a great deal to help the
sport and unfortunately he has
a bitter taste in his mouth at
the moment. The STACK
committee would like to
apologise to Raoul Fossett,
National Director of Belguim
for not ensuring that the result
of one of the years most
enjoyable weekends, Oocu-
stdunkirk, was not available
to him. We apologise for the
embarrassment this has
caused you. Please give us
one more chance Raoul and
continue your fine job of co-
ordinating the Sport in
Belguim.




Experienced Individual Precision Open Team Precision
1.  Simo Sulanne 61.9 1.  Flashback 78.6
2. Simon Nosworthy 55.4 2.  The Decorators 75.9
3. Alex Moresby 54.3 3.  Up Against the Wall 64.8
4.  Martin Kirby 54.0 4.  The Blitz 61.3
5. David Kirby 2.3 5. Wicked Allsorts 59
6.  Yogi Simpson 52.0
Open Team Ballet
Experienced Individual Ballet 1. The Blitz 83.6
1.  Simo Salanne 63.9 2.  Up Against the Wall 77.8
2. Alex Moresby 60.5 3.  The Decorators 75.1
3.  Marcus Moresby 60.4 4.  Flashback 69.8
4.  Martin Kirby 56.8 5.  Wicked Allsorts 67.4
5. Yogi Simpson 55.0
6.  Simon Nosworthy 49.9 Individual Innovation
1.  Mark Cottrell 87.6
Experienced Team Precision 2. © Maxime Fellion 1.7
1.  Wrecking Crew 50.87 3.  Tim Paget 65.3
2. Organised Chaos 38.7 4.  Steve Cronan 50.7
Experienced Team Ballet Team Innovation
1.  Organised Chaos 76.6 1.  The Blitz 15.2
2.  The Flying Kebab Family  60.2 2.  The Decorators 69.9
3.  The Wreckers 537 3.  The Ballet Tutus 57.2
4. STACK Logo Team 41.5
Open Individual Precision (Final)
1.  Thomas Erfurth 79.8 British Nationals Individual Overall
2. Paul Jobin 79.6
3. Tim Paget 74.5 Paul Jobin
4.  Kerin Charte 72.3
5.  Nop Velthusen 71.8 Junior British Nationals Individual Overall
6. Romney Johnstone 69.1
7.  David Clements 55.1 Alex Moresby
Open Individual Ballet (Final) British National Team Overall
1.  Maxime Fellion 87.7
2.  Pau] Jobin 83.1 The Decorators
3.  Tony Cartwright 77.8
4. Thomas Erfurth 772 European Cup Open Individual Overall
5. Julian Wolfe-Patrick 71.8
6. Dennis Pierrot 69.9 Paul Jobin
7. Mike Ward 64.6
8.  Kerry Adams 56.2 European Cup Open Team Overall

The Decorators




Lenzerhelde' | Valbella

: BERLIN
19 90 Swiss St.u_nt K‘te 22nd & 23rd September, 1990
Champlo shlps
This year the event was held on August 16th/17th at Open Team Precision
Lenzerheide - Valbella, a beautiful village setting in the )
Swiss Alps. It was organised by Rene Kung with the 1. Top of the Line (USA) 82.80
help of members of the Drachenclub Regio Basel and 2. Decorators (GB) 712
Rivella, a local Swiss drinks manufacturer. 3, Flashback (F) 76.6
The saturday saw individual precision events :
with individual ballet on the sunday. Sadly, therewere | 4 UP Againstthe Wall (D) 68.6
no team events, only demonstrations due to lack of
numbers in the different categories. Open Team Ballet
An International judges panel was present,
including, Karin Zander (BDR), Viv Walters (GB) and 1 Top of the Line (USA) 93.0
Susi Banfield (USA) with the help of local fliers. 2' Flashback (F g 4' 0
A well organised event with some very promis- ; ashback (F) ’
ing Swiss fliers which looks well for the future events. | 3. ~ Decorators (GB) 83.0
Congratulations to Reudi Weisskopf on becoming the 4.  Spiro Jet (C) 77.4
1990 Swiss Stunt Kite Champion. 5 Up Against the Wall (D) 74.4
1.  Lukas Wachker 76.3
2. Gerhard Schroff 75.1 1. Go Shred a Kite (D) 76.1
3. Peter Furst 70.6 2. Rainbow Gliders (NL) 72.1
4. Ruedi Baumann 69.7 3. Team Wolkensturmer (D)  68.9
4.  Flying Chaos (D) 42.8
Experienced Individual Precision
1.  Thomas Abholte 68.8
2.  Susanne Zimmermann 685 | | .
3. Ivan Kartschmaroff  67.2 BRISTOL KlTE FESTIVAL
4.  Gerhard Dutschke 66.4 = RESU LTS
Open Individual Precision o
1.  Maxime Fellion 84.3 Open Team Precision
2 Julian Wolfe-Patrick 81.8
3. Larry Neumann 75.2 1. Top of the Line (USA) 90.73
4.  Stefan Schonberg 727 2. Flashback (F) 75.17
3. Blitz (GB) 71.68
Expereinced Individual Ballet 4. Decorators (GB) 70.15
1. Thorsten Warmbold 74.5 5. Wicked Allsorts (GB) 56.8
2 Thomas Abholte 73.4
3. Christian Schmid ~ 70.5 Open Team Ballet
4.  Christian von Appen 70.3
1.  Top of the Line (USA) 90.1
Open Individual Ballet 2. Blitz(GB) 80.17
1. Maxime Fellion 82.9 3. Flashback (F) 77.47
Dennis Pierrot 82.9 4. Detcorators (GB) 13.73
3. Rudolf Weisskopf ~ 82.3 5. Wicked Allsorts (GB) 61.33
4.  Julian Wolfe-Patrick 81.7

No Team events




The HARK Project

Ten years have passed and now the story can
be told of the HARK project and the so-
called superkites associated with this com-
mercially secret enterprise.

HARK was simply the acronym for High Alti-
tude Research Kite and the aim of the pro-
ject was to produce a kite lifting system cap-
able of removing a 10kg package higher than
any kite had ever flown before. And the aim
of the project was very high- forget the
classical record of 31,000 ft, HARK went
higher, much higher. Indeed the composite
Mk8 kites touched the fringes of Space.

There were problems, severe problems. Ex-
ample- what do you use for line? At 74,000ft
altitude you would typically have 210,000ft of
fiying line out. No problem you would think,
however, say you were using piano wire for
flying line. Unfortunately this would not do- it
has a free length breaking point of 21 miles
(say 105,000ft), titanium wire was better,
nearly 36 miles (180,000ft). Kevlar had just
become accessible and with a free length of
60 miles (whoopee, 300,000ft) looked suit-
able.Guess what, at altitudes above 50,000ft
it started playing up- strength would dis-
appear in a matter of hours. We twigged
eventually- ultraviolet intensity was such that
the line shrivelled and perished in no time.
Sigh....not kevlar then. Well, not quite. We
did use Kevlar, but in a sheath (behave
yourself at the back of the class, it's just a
word). Not a nylon or polyester sheath like
you see nowadays, but a fluorescently doped
glass fibre sheath which converted the in-
coming UV to a nice harmless glow and
added practically nothing to line diameter or
weight.

And then the kites- they went ever so high
and were based on rather radical departures
from standard kite design. The two major
HARK kites were designated as Mk3's and
MK8's- the Mk3's being the primary low alti-
tude lifters (rated to 40,000ft) whilst the

composite MK8's had a design ceiling of
110,000 ft (we never quite got there). As to
type the Mk3's (Angels-Angies) were of uni-
cell swept wing box form with lifting surfaces
formed in a similar manner to a parafoil and
were usually of 3-5m wingspan. The Mk8
(Gabriel-Gabbbies) was a unique beast and
in a word, Huge, the smallest was of 10m
wingspan and rated to stand a kinetic velo-
city/density product of 650 ( as Atmospheric
density decreases it is not uncommon for the
velocity to increase drastically- conventional
aerodynamics has no convenient system to
rationalise such variations, so we used a ve-
locity/density number). And why the designa-
tion composite, simply because the Mk8's
contained gas cells to effectively reduce the
flying weight and increase lift- hence the
large size- you need a lot of cell space to
provide usable lift at 75,000+t.

Flying these little monsters was fun. At take-
off in 10mph of wind a small Mk8 would
produce around 85kg of vertical lift (60kg gas
lift and 25kg dynamic lift). As altitude in-
creased dynamic lift used to increase with a
vengeance and gas lift drop off (the kite
vented gas as it climbed). Since a train
would consist of a pair of Mk8's and up to
four Mk3's line tension could reach up to the
1300kg mark. But no-one ever touched the
line- it would ring like a bell and was un-
believably abrasive ( the occasional person
did- they didn’t do it again).

Well, they got there. The highest a HARK
train ever went was 96,240 ft at which point
the transponder on Angel leader didn't
transpond and so we will never know just how
high Gabriel was.

| never found out what the commissioning
Company did with the technology. | got paid-
they went on being Multi-National. | suppose
someone. somewhere is flying high, mea-
suring,  watching..........72?7

Baby”Angels” currently known as Swept Wing Boxes

The Kite Store Ltd, 48 Neal Street, London, WC2H 9PA
Tel:071836 1666 Fax;071 8362510
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