




















































August 18th Harlow Common. 
September 14th Aldham Kite Day, Near Marks Tey, Colchester. 
September 29th Great Bentley Green, Near Colchester. 

Contact Kathleen Pike. 

The Nomansland Kite Fliers meet on the fourth Sunday of each month at 
Nomansland Common, Wheathampstead. Contact Carole Peacock. 

The Alcester Kite Fliers meet at the Alcester Rugby Ground on the third 
Sunday of each month. Contact Fred Taplin. 

Kite North meet on the 1st Sunday of each month at locations around the 
North of England. Contact Adam Sutherland for location. 

The Devon Kite Friends meet on the second Sunday of each month and during 
April to September they also meet on the fourth Sunday. All events are at 
Pork Hill, Mid Devon. Contact John Skinner. 

The Midland Kitefliers have fly-ins on the first Sunday of each month at 
Sutton Park. Contact Derek Kuhn. 

The Thorpe Kite Flyers meet every Sunday morning on Thorpe Recreation 
Ground, Laudry Lane, Thorpe, Norwich between 9.30am and 12.30pm. Contact 
Kevin Appleton. 

The Northampton Kite Fliers meet on the first Sunday of every month at The 
Race Course, St Georges Avenue, Northampton. Between lO.OOam and 4.00pm. 
Contact I.C. Kites. 

The Aberdeen Kite Flyers meet on the second Sunday of each month at the 
Bridge of Deed. Contact Garry Clarke. 

The Vectis Flyers meet every Sunday, weather permitting, at Yarland, 
Sandown, Isle of Wight. Contact Mrs Ellis. 

The Highly Strung Kite Club meets on the first Sunday of each month. 
Contact Graham Holdstack. 

There are a couple of events being held in Kent:-

August lOth, 11th - Teston Bridge, Maidstone. 
August 31st, September 1st - Shorne Park, Gravesend. 

Contact Ron Dell. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Tony Cartwright, 78 Dongola Road, London Nl7 6EE. 081 808 1280. 
Avril Baker, 39 Cotham Hill, Bristol, BS6 6JY. 0272 745010. 



Graham Holdstock, 17 Wellesby Avenue, Deal, Kent CT14 7SJ. 
John Skinner, 12 Oak Road, Bishopsmead, Tavistock, Devon, PL19 9EZ. 
Ron Gunther, 12 Glevum Close, Purton, Swindon SN5 9HA. 0793 770784 
Malcolm Goodman, 134 Thames Road, Billingham, Cleveland TS22 5EX. 
Kathleen Pike, 34 Mortimer Road, Rayleigh, Essex. 
Fred Taplin, 20 Henley Street, Alcester, Warwickshire. 
Tony Slater, 128 Meadow Farm Drive, Harlescott, Shrewsbury. SY1 4JY . 
Derek Kuhn, 29 Bradbury Road, Solihull, West Midlands, B92 8AE. 
Ron Dell, 2 Garfield Road, Enfield, Middlesex 081 804 9080. 
Carole Peacock, 61 Windmill Avenue, St Albans, Herts AL4 9SJ. 
Bob Piron, 8 Bowhill, Bedford, MK41 8EF. 0234 261835. 
Kevin Appleton, 37 Eastern Avenue, Thorpe-st-Andrew, Norwich NR7 OUQ. 
Ron Moulton, 2 Avenue Rise, Bushey, Watford, Herts, WD2 JAS. 
Joanna Mersey, 1 Rosmead Road , London W11 2JG. 
David Webster, 16 Brackley Way, Hammonds Green, Totton S04 3HN. 
I.e. Kites, 12 Willow Close, Spratton, Northampton, NN6 8JH. 0604 843374. 
Adam Sutherland, 20 Durham Place, Birtley, Tyne & Wear, DH3 2AY. 

One pair of "Sky Claw" dual line handles and winder - used twice £6.00. One pair of Peter Powell "Fisties" dual line handle: 
and winder -unused £5.00. One pair of heavy duty Peter Powell kiteline handles £1.50. 
Contact Roger Hazelgrove 0895 53184 after 6 p.m. 

Hawaiian Chevron Team Kite- nearly new £100. Brookite Bluebird (new) 7'6" wingspan £27.00. 
Brookite Hawk (new) 6'6" wingspan (double diamond conyne) £28.00. Single Conyne (new) 4'8" £17.00. 
Contact Kevin Appleton 0603 31964 evenings or weekends. 

10 foot Flexifoil (red) excellent condition - including 2 x 150ft lengths of 300lb Spectra on reel - Price £100 . 
Liteflite - black/pink - excellent condition plus spare rods - Price £60.00. ~ 
Contact Nigel Bence on 0272 616343 Mon - Thursday after 6 p.m. 

Wanted- Copy of Mark Cottrell's "Swept Wing Stunt Kite Book". 
Contact Steve Church 0603 716181. 

Wanted copy of Early Aviation at Farnborough, Pioneer of the Air, Flying Cathedral. Contact John Barker, 48 Laurel Lane, Wes 
Drayton, UB7 7TX. 

Greens Crystal 1 kite - yellowjblackjpurple. Tricky to fly but fun once mastered. Contact c. Flint, 26 Copner Close, Woolto 
Hill, Nr Newbury, Hampshire. 

IF YOU WANT TO ADVERTISE IN THIS COLUMN IT IS FREE AND WE JUST NEED TO HAVE YOUR COPY WITH US BY THE 1ST SEPTEMBER FO 
PUBLICATION IN THE OCTOBER ISSUE. 



The Journal of the Bear]¥ Made It Slcy'dive Squad. The International Brotherhood of 
Parachuting Fauna and the u. K. Ted Devils. Containing less Bovine Scatalogia but DD.lch 
:ltbre Mindless Drivel than, a.:rzy- other Publication, so there. 

The Spring h8.s Sprung, the Kites have Ris, so we are well into Fauna Boni>ing time. 
However, the 'Wa¥ things are going at the m:ment, Weatherwise, its cold enough to still 
be Kip time. Never mind, its quite entertaining to see all the Kite IDonies suffering 
from Hypothermia in May and June. 

Yes, we did have one Official Complaint from the Fb Faced Kite Association of Great 
Britain, saying that they actually did'nt Hate Soft Cuddleys, its just that they are a 
bit fed up with Soft Ouddleys stealing the I..:inelight. Hows about that then? Nice to be 
acknowledged as Superior. As it hap~ns, we know the real reason why they are so Ib 
Faced, whisper, whisper, Its all to do with Flattened Wallets and Giving their Flexible 
Freinds a Right Bashing. Thats enough to make anyboczy Fb Faced;, 

Jessica Sparrow wrote to tell us what was going on in Connecticut. It seems that 
Dropnik Sparrow organised hia first Festival, which went off well. Remeni>ering that Vie 
had a good session at Oxford dropping Fauna from a Fire Engine ladder, Dropnik Sparrow 
decided to attempt something similar. .Iessica. Bear says that his Flabber was well and 
Tru)¥ Ge.sted when the City provided him with the Pride of the Fire Brigade, an• engine 
with an 110 ft Aerial Patform, from which over 1-00 Fauna were dropped, therby raising 
q_uite a few Squids for 1fuscular Dystropzy, now that cant be bad. Yoo wot. Jessica also 
said that she had beem Fbsing at a Kite Exhibition at the looa.l· Maritime 1fuseum, by 
swinging from the Rafters, chute deployed and held open with F/ glass rod, but that she 
got a bit Browned off with all the furvies looking up her Kilt. wear strides next tine. 

Also from the states, Theodore Ed.ward 0 'hows yer Farva writes · to say that after rea- ·· 
ding R.C. No20 about 20 times, he thinks he's beginning to under~tand us. This is poten­
tially a disaterous situation. We cant have residents of Her Brittanic Majestys Former 
Colonies understanding us, whatever next, its not Cricket old Bean, they'll probably 
want Butter and Jam, then they'll go Ba.rnw and start chucking the Tea Bags into the Sea, 
and not one of them poor Tea Bags will have a Parachute • Boo, Hoo, and rrw Brain hurts. 

.Ahem, now wherewere we? Dropnik Andrew of Bristol has been pedalling his Computer 
and has come up with a very nifty set of tables for Parachute Sizing for a particular 
Fauna. I.E. what size chute for what weight Fauna. Hugh has caculated for Three rates of 
descent for any Fauna/Chute conibination, I. E. an 8oz/250gm Fauna with slow descent would 
require a chute 13.33sq ft/1.37 sq mt. for Medium descent speed a chute 9.64 ~ ft/1sq mt 
and for a faster descent speed the sane Fauna would req_uire a chute of -8sq ft/. 82 sq mt. 

No doubt Hugh will i nclude the full detail s in future BIG BOOKS or you may care to 
contact him yourselves. 

The Boring Old Farts Mki ersatz version of Jan Fischers Hi Tee Fauna Ferry proved to 
be so efficient, that at Easter Blackheath Fest in an F • .5:, it roared up the Kite Line so 
fast with poor Ieroy on board, t hat when i t hit the line stop it self' Destructed hence 
the MKII version(see elsewhere)Your Dropniks Junk Box should ~ontain enough rubb:i~ fw 
him Or her t o knock up thier own. 

l~'l)!fltl=l=tt#lJJB-iil&Wi•11tti4lit1 
Sey"s the Blurb for a range of Uniformed Bears f'llom WlNGS Inc, of 

Daleville, Alabama. The range includes Desert Bear (right) .A.:rnw, Navy, 
Airbourne, Special Forces, Ranger, .A:rnw Aviator, Marine Corps etc, and 
they are complete with Insignias, Patches and Bear Tags. They are all 
priced at 50 u.s. Green Drinking Vouchers each. Judging by Desert Bear 
who appears to be shook rigid~ not one of these Bears has a Parachute. 

It would appear that sans anutes these Bears are no Mugs, Yoo Wot. 



Compared to Jan Fischers Hi Tee. Fauna which served as the basis of' the OOFs attempt 
at a nifty Fauna hoist the Fercy shown here is def'inately I.o Tee, nethertheless it 
wOJ'&s quite well. Depending of' course entirely on the Wind its performance does vary. 

Up to the tiroo of writing it has managed to li:rt Four smal·l Fauna at once, a payload i 
of sey 2lb/1kg and hope:f'ul:cy in a stiff' Wind it will do better. 

The Ferry as is has an overall length of SO"or127cm. The Wingspan is 49" or 12 
cm and the Depth of the Sails is 33" or 8Scm. The main body is via a bro n 
pie~ of Fishing Rod, the wing spreaders are *" F/ glass Tube ( 6mm) LINE-
and 4"/6nm Dowel fo:r the horizontal and vertical spreaders respective SiOf 

The :Bowspri t is "4"/ 6nm Square Wood epoxied to the fishing 
rod as are the pulleys which were found at the local boat PuSHi.Of) 
Cha.ncllezy. These by the way are novel in that they 
come apart which enables ~ ~W$fi.I T 
the Ferz:y to be attached to ;;. 
the Kite Line quite easi:cy. OuN6€& fvuoFf 
The horizontal wingsp.readera.. 

ALL uP Wct6f/f 
Aft>vr 19 ot 
~ 600 fiNS 

The Kiteline Stop is ~'/10nrn Ibwel and is spring loaded to absorb the shock from a hit 
with a fast m::>ving Fercy which is what dem::>lished the Mki version. The stop is f'ree to 
slide on the Kiteline between two wraps of' Gaffer/Duct Tape about7"/13crn apart. Alight 
spring and a little washer from the jWlk box are above the dowel and as the Ferz:y comes 
up to the stop it p.lshes it back and the spring absorbs the resultant -shock. 

This Ferry is a useful addition to the average Dropnik.s Ordnance and the average junk 
box should be able to supply all the odds and sods necessary to cobble one up. 

I think we Fauna are final:cy getting to the Humes. • • • Picture the scene, Midlands 
Kite Feat. Cot'ton Park, Brwn. Dropnik Billings is on Sweet dropping detail to keep the 
hordes of a.nklebiters quiet. Got the Sweets Steve? Yes, a Ub Bagfull. Up goes the bag 
under Steves Delta, then down comes the Bag of' sweet complete,whereupon one of the 
little darlings grabs it and hightails in the general direction of Wolverhampton, a 
c omplete cock up from start to f'ini~~, and to Cap it all To~ Slater Hollers out that 
Dropnik Billings should be I>runned out of the BMISS f'or dropping Fauna without a Chute. 

Yes in evezy way we are grad.ual:cy getting to those crazy HUJOOs. 

News, Views, Complaints etc to 48 laurel lane, West Dra.yton, UB7. 7TY. United Kingdom. 



MIDLANDS KITE FLIERS NEWS 
BAADBUAY ROAD, SOLIHULL, WEST MIDLANDS, 892 8AE. 

I WEYMOUTH - KITE SOCIETY CONVENTION ~I 
,,,.,.,.,.,.,.,l'(i'( ·'(•·•·•·•·•·•·•·•·•·• l:l:·:·:·>"<·•·•<·•·•·•·• j•j•j•-:j')j,.:·•·•<·•·•·•·•·•·•·•·•·• ·•·•·•·•·•·•·•·•<·>•·•·•·•·•·•·•·•·•·•·•·•( ·•·•·•·•·•·•·•·>:·:·>•·:l:·:·:·:·:·:j=j•j=((\1')\l'l/'l'l/'l'i'"'"'·'·' ·:·:·:·:·:·:(t 

Nine O'clock Saturday morning, Weymouth sea front.. the weather was awfull Dark, low clouds with a 
strong, cold wind blowing white caps off the waves ... and driZzle!! But it didn't matter, the forecast had 
promised Improvements would come, and for once they were right 

The arrangements and facilities for the convention were very good, congrat's to John, Gill & 
Weymouth. A lock-up car park right by the convention building was ideal. The rooms were more than 
large enough for the lectures/workshops, Indeed the Ocean Room also accommodated the traders' 
stands. 

The talks and workshops were well attended and Andy ~lng's talk on team flying was entertaining as 
well as Informative. Regrettably, I missed the first part of Martin Lester's talk while "taking the waters" 
but found the later part quite enlightening. The talk on Bird kites and Pink Elephants was Interesting, 
and the talk on Hagerman Parafoll& was very Informative - lots of useful tips for would be parafoil 
makers. 

lt was very useful to be able to get around the traders between ~lks, a great idea, but during one talk 
the noise level did rise to the point where it Intruded on the lecture quite significantly. 

There were so many good things going on, the perennial problem - not being able go to them all, 
meant I missed Martin Lawrance,s and Jim Rowland's workshops. Catch you next time Lads I 

The Saturday night meal was pleasant, in comfortable surroundings. The Mayor did a splendid job pf 

welcoming us. He and his wife, together with his Mace-bearer put on an extended photo call for those 
so inclined. The auction went well, Andy was In good form as usual. There were loads of excellent 

I 

items available, with the proceeds going back into klting- can't be bad I 

Sunday breakfast, overlooking the beach and watching the kites that were already In the air. The sun 

was already breaking through, MAGIC. Out on the beach, the available space was soon consumed as 
a superb variety of kites took to the air. An array of huge fish windsocks on the line of a large parafoil, 
Peter Lynn flying a giant Manta, easily able to lift a man (which it didl), Les and Alan Gilbert flying a 
large multi-flare with · 3 matching wlndturblnea - very nice I & others too numerous to mention. In 
amongst all this Peter Lynn was trying to get enough room for his kite buggy to have a go at the world 
record. Meanwhile In the stunt flying area the multi line fliers were performing with their usual dash, 
(the roar of phantoms & speedwings could be heard all along the beach) . 

Unfortunately, as the Rokkaku fighting was becoming Interesting I had to le~ve for home, missing the 

night flying (always fun) and the Monday flying with Its firework finale. I just hope e~ryone enjoyed 
the rest of-the festival as much as I had up to this point 

Two other memories stand out - one was of the kiteS flying over Weymouth skyline as I looked back as 
I left, the other was of a Midlands Kite Flier (who shall remain nameless!) who, during Sunday, ran 

around in nothing but shorts and goose pimples. I now the sun was shining lan, but that wind was 
COLD I! I 

Don Eccleston 
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MIDLANDS KITE FLIERS 
PLANS 

29 ~y ROAD, SOLHll.. WEST MDlAN>S. 892 8AE 
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MIDLANDS KITE FLIERS 
PLANS 

29 ~y ROAD, SOLHll. WEST ~ 892 8AE 

The origins of this kite are shrouded in the mists of time - I know that 
it has been in my kite bag for several years, and has always been 
a reliable favourite 

There are two unusual features about this design: 

Firstly, the keel is not material in the traditional manner, but a simple 
two-leg bridle with an adjustable towing point which can be varied 
for the wind conditions on the flying field. 
The second feature is the method of attaching the spreader to the 
sail. A small piece of thick PVC, leather or similar material is sewn 
onto the sail at the appropriate point, and a hollow rivet is inserted. 
The end of the spreader is sharpened to a point which is simply 
located in the hollow rivet. The stretch of the material is sufficient 
keep the ends located securely. 

I have not included every single detail in this plan as all kite makers 
have their own favourite ways of hemming (or not hemming) 
and of providing pockets and reinforcements for spars. 

I have assumed that the kite sail will be made in two halves, but there 
is-no reason why one single piece of material should not be used. 

Dimensions are finished sizes - allow for hems and pockets. 
If kite is unstable (due to lack of solid keel), allow a little dihedral 

by shortening the spreader slightly. 

Cross section through keel showing bridle attachment 

-

1 . Sew two halves 
of sail together 

3. Insert keel spar 

Use larks head kn~t on towing ring. 
Loosen knot & shde forward for 

stronger winds 

2. Fold back and 
complete pocket 
for keel 

4. Punch holes in 
sail, loop bridle 
through and knot 
securely 
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Sew thick PVC or leather leave gap in stitching 

Measure spreader on kite 
before cutting to length. 

to insert leading edge spar reinforcement patch onto 
sail. Punch hole and 
insert hollow rivet. 

Sharpen to a point using 
a pencil sharpener 



MIDLANDS KITE FLIERS 
INTERNATIONAL 

FESTIVAL OF KITES 1991 
Competition Results 

Saturday 1st June 

Altitude Sprint 
Stafford Wallace 

Indian Fighters 
Stafford Wallace 

Individual Rokkaku 
Carol Peacock 

Team Rokkaku 
Sky Bums 

Sunday, 2nd June 

Altitude Sprint 
Stephen Billings 

Indian Fighting 
Stafford Wallace 

Pairs Ballet 
The Undercoats 

Team Ballet 
FlightFX 

Innovation 

70.44 

71.94 

Stack of One 62.22 

Special Awards for Outstanding Contribution to 
the Midlands Kite Fliers International Festival of Kites 

Peter Lynn- Ashburton, New Zealand, for an exciting and 
spectacular display of large inflatable kites, and Stunt Buggy demos. 
Jllrgen Ebbinghaus- Monchengladbach, Germany, for an attractive 
and interesting presentation of a green dragon, inflatable flying 
figures, and an unusual collection of scaled-down stunt kites. 
White Horse Kite Fliers - Swindon, Great Britain, for a continuous 
display of monster kites and enormous windsocks. 
Andy King & Sarah Kent - Kite Store, London, Great Britain, for the 
interesting commentary over the weekend, and making sure all the 
fliers turned up at the right places at the right times. 

Many thanks to all who took part, to those who travelled great 
distances, and to those helpers who worked so hard to make this 
event a success. Next time we shall arrange for both wind and sun! 

DerekKuhn, 
for the Festival Group of the Midlands Kite Fliers. 

~~Birmingham CitY- Cou~cil nneB 
.. Department of Recreation 

and Community Services POWER FOR THE HEART OF BRITAIN 



Great Kiting Innovation's of our time 
(that didn't quite make it) 

/ The Turbocrawler 

/ 

/ 

/ 

Parascending Teddy Bear 

Instead of having a separate kite to lift 
the bear and a separate parachute to re­
turn the bear to earth, the parascending 
bear had both functions rolled into one. 
Amazingly quick to put up (high), over 
enthusiastic operators soon discovered 
that the bear could go a long way as a 
lifting parachute is also a very good gli­
ding parachute! The resultant high attri­
tion rate soon put people off and yet 
another remarkably simple and sound 
idea bit the dust. 

H .:L Se o r-e~ 
~] "}- 4-

Instead of a sail to pull the ferry up the 
line the turbocrawler had . a wind driven 
fan coupled to a reduction gearbox 
which drove the crawler up & down the 
line. The huge advantage of this setup 
was the immense load carrying capability 
due to the large gear down ratio used- it 
was a little slow at times, but thoroughly 
reliable. However, complexity and high 
cost reduced sales below the breakeven 
point and the turbocrawler disappeared. 

Stunt Kite Simulator Program 

Way before its time, the SKSP allowed 
you to practice in the comfort of your 
own home. Initially, you were given a 
choice of flying site and kite & then the 
computer would set you manoeuvers to 
fly which it would mark and comment on. 
Although advanced for its time the SKSP 
was a little slow and the graphics decid­
edly low-res. I suppose this one could be 
resurrected to great effect given the cur­
rent interest in those horrible noisy 
stunt things. 

The Kite Store Ltd, 48 Neal Street, London WC2H 9PA 
Tel~ 071 836 1666 Fax~ 071 836 2510 
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