
























































GCENERAI., I NTEREST

EVENT NEWS

Fred Taplin of the Alcester Kite
Fliers has written to us about the
Tewkesbury Festival.

Alcester Kite Fliers held their
first festival at Tewkesbury on
June 16th, it was well attended by
a good number of flyers and
traders.

The weather was unkind to us at
first, although as the day moved on
so the sun shone and wind blew to
a steady breeze. The venue is large
and flat, about 12 football pitches
with plenty of parking spaces and
a lot of potential. To all who
attended, thank you, I hope you
enjoyed it and liked the venue.

I have pencilled in week 24 for
1992, perhaps a 2 day event, but
more information as the
arrangements progress.

A beach festival at Great Yarmouth
is being organised by the Thorpe
Kite Flyers and Great Yarmouth
Borough Council. To be held on 14th
June 1992.

Miles of clean golden beach in one
of the countries leading holiday
resorts, with all facilities
adjacent.

Arena for stunt kite displays.
C.A.A. height clearance to be
applied for. Adjacent area for
trade stands. Reductions on
admission charges to "Marina
Centre" - swimming pool and sports
hall - for Kite Society Members.

Further details are to follow in
early 1992. Enquiries, including
provisional trade stand bookings,
should be made to Kevin Appleton,

Thorpe Kite Flyers, 37 Eastern
Avenue, Thorpe-St-Andrew, Norwich,
NR7 0UQ. Telephone 0603 31964.

The Hereford Kite Group have
arranged an informal fly on the
20th October in association with
the local cubs, to celebrate 75
years of cub scouting. Briefly this
involves helping then to fly at
least 5 kites. For the location
contact either Steve Gibson on
Hereford (0432) 352255 or Peter
Metcalf on Hereford (0432) 263737 -
anyone wishing to contribute with
the numbers on the day will be very
welcome.

But much more momentous is the
possibility of a superb setting for
a 3 day kite festival, with
excellent facilities. Negotiations
at a delicate stage - but watch
this space! Very promising though.

CARBON KITE SPARS

Lightweight and strong:
Very high quality tubing
plus some spar accessories

SPECTRA BRAIDED
LINE

Now available.

Quicks

THE ARCHERY SPECIALISTS

18 - 22 S5TAKES HILL RODAD,
WATERLOOVILLE, PORTSMOUTH, HANTS
PO7 7FH
Tel: 0705 254114 Fax: 0705 251519

Mzil order a speciality, Free list available
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MAJOR KITE EVENTS - U.K.

October 13th 0l1ld Warden Aerodrome, Biggleswade. Contact Ron Moulton.

1992 KITE EVENTS - UK

April 18th, 19th Blackheath Easter Festival. Contact Tony Cartwright.

May 2nd, 3rd, 4th Weymouth International Kite Festival. Contact The Kite
Society.

May 9th, 10th Swindon Kite Festival. Contact Dave Robinson.

May 23rd Kite Society Convention, Scunthorpe.

May 24th, 25th Kite Society International Kite Festival, Scunthorpe.

June 14th Great Yarmouth. Contact Kevin Appleton.

July 18th, 19th Newport, South Wales. Contact The Kite Store.

August 22nd, 23rd Portsmouth, Hampshire.
September 5th, 6th Bristol International Kite Festival. Contact Bristol
Kite Store.
MAJOR KITE EVENTS - PE

October 11th - 13th Silvaplana Kite Festival, Switzerland.

1992 KITE —
April 25th, 26th Le Touquet, France.
June 11th - 15th International Kitefliers Meeting, Fano, Denmark.
Contact Ranier Kregovski.
June 20th, 21st International Kite Festival, Scheveningen, Holland.

Contact Vlieger Op.

LOCAL. EVENTS

The White House Kite Fliers have fly-ins on the second Sunday of every

month. These are held at Barbury Castle Country Park, Near Wroughton,
Swindon. Contact Ron Gunther.

The Great Ouse Kitefliers have regular meetings throughout the year.
Contact Bob Piron.

The Blackheath Kite Association meet on the second Sunday of each month at
Blackheath, London. Contact Tony Cartwright.

The Essex Kite Group have meetings throughout the year. Contact Kathleen
Pike.

The Nomansland Kite Fliers meet on the fourth Sunday of each month at
Nomansland Common, Wheathampstead. Contact Carole Peacock.

The Alcester Kite Fliers meet at the Alcester Rugby Ground on the third
Sunday of each month. Contact Fred Taplin.




Kite North meet on the 1lst Sunday of each month at locations around the
North of England. Contact Adam Sutherland for location.

The Devon Kite Friends meet on the second Sunday of each month and during
April to September they also meet on the fourth Sunday. All events are at
Pork Hill, Mid Devon. Contact John Skinner.

The Midland Kitefliers have fly-ins on the first Sunday of each month at
Sutton Park. Contact Derek Kuhn.

The Thorpe Kite Flyers meet every Sunday morning on Thorpe Recreation
Ground, Laudry Lane, Thorpe, Norwich between 9.30am and 12.30pm. Contact
Kevin Appleton.

The Northampton Kite Fliers meet on the first Sunday of every month at The
Race Course, St Georges Avenue, Northampton. Between 10.00am and 4.00pm.
Contact I.C. Kites.

The Aberdeen Kite Flyers meet on the second Sunday of each month at the
Bridge of Deed. Contact Garry Clarke.

The Vectis Flyers meet every Sunday, weather permitting, at Yarland,
Sandown, Isle of Wight. Contact Mrs Ellis.

The Highly Strung Kite Club meets on the first Sunday of each month.
Contact Graham Holdstack.

The Brighton Kitefliers have meetings on the following dates:-

6th October Red Hill, Brighton. 20th October Woodingdean.

3rd November Hollingbury. 17th November Ditchling Beacon.
1st December Beachy Head. 15th December Cissbury Ring.
29th December Red Hill, Brighton.

Contact Roy Oakhill.

CONTACT DETAILS

Tony Cartwright, 78 Dongola Road, London N17 6EE. 081 808 1280.

The Bristol Kite Store, 39 Cotham Hill, Bristol, BS6 6JY. 0272 745010.
Graham Holdstock, 17 Wellesby Avenue, Deal, Kent CT14 7SJ.

John Skinner, 12 Oak Road, Bishopsmead, Tavistock, Devon, PL19 9EZ.
Ron Gunther, 12 Glevum Close, Purton, Swindon SN5 9HA. 0793 770784
Kathleen Pike, 34 Mortimer Road, Rayleigh, Essex.

Fred Taplin, 20 Henley Street, Alcester, Warwickshire.

Derek Kuhn, 29 Bradbury Road, Solihull, West Midlands, B92 8AE.
Carole Peacock, 61 Windmill Avenue, St Albans, Herts AL4 9SJ.

Bob Piron, 8 Bowhill, Bedford, MK4l1 8EF. 0234 261835.

Kevin Appleton, 37 Eastern Avenue, Thorpe-St-Andrew, Norwich NR7 0UQ.
Ron Moulton, 2 Avenue Rise, Bushey, Watford, Herts, WD2 3AS.




I.C. Kites, 12 Willow Close, Spratton, Northampton, NNé 8JH. 0604 843374.
Adam Sutherland, 20 Durham Place, Birtley, Tyne & Wear, DH3 2AY.

Mrs Ellis, Charisma, 14 Sandown Road, Lake, Isle of Wight. 0983 402871.
Rainer Kregovski, Sievekingsallee 114d, 2000 Hamburg 26, Germany.
Vlieger Op!, Weteringskade 5a, 2515 AK Den Haag, Holland.

The Kite Store, 48 Neal Street, London WC2H 9PA. 071 836 1666.

Dave Robinson, 61 Bridge End Road, Stratton St Margaret, Swindon, SN3 4PD.
0793 824208.

Roy Oakhill, 6 Hartfield Road, Saltdean, Sussex, BN2 8RE. 0273 306842.

BLACKHEATH EASTER FESTIVAL - SUNDAY 18th & MONDAY 19th April 1992.
We hope to hold the following events:-

First round of the Kite Society Rokkaku Challenge Team and Individual.
The Blackheath Pagent (A display of Western Kites).

The Blackheath Triathalon (Best Individual all rounder; stunt precision;
individual rokkaku; indian fighting).

Teddy Bear Precision or distance dropping.

The Kiskeedee Car Race.

Peoples choice of static kites.

Various Stunt Games, Pylon racing etc.

We are open to any ideas, also we invite anybody to sponsor individual
competitions. We are also looking for volunteers to give up a couple of
hours flying to carry out field marshalling or safety crew roles (Please
write to Tony Cartwright). This can also be sponsored.

Notice to all traders: Trading will be by permit only and by invitation.
For further information contact Tony Cartwright.

SWINDON KITE FESTIVAL, LYDIARD COUNTRY PARK, 9th & 10th May 1992

Here we go again. Due to the amazing success of our first kite festival at
Lydiard Park, Swindon, we are going to do it all again next year.

The dates are saturday 9th May and sunday 10th May 1992.
As with this years festival there will be car passes for those who apply

plus the park has an excellent camp site. Note that the passes will not be
available until after christmas.

For further details contact Dave Robinson.
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Parachuting Fauna and the U.X, Ted Devils, Contains 100 % Mindless Drivel, Yoo WOT ?

‘Ted Devils’
ready for the
hlgh jump .

A teddy bear called
Armstrong will do a.
parachute jump when
the Midlands Kite
Fliers group arrives at
Stafford Castle.
. a member of
he “Ted Devils”
‘hute team, will be the
star of a kite flying dis-
slay on Sunday June 30.
Children are being
isked to volunteer their

)wnwdd.lytaylfnrlleap
tom the skies with the

ipecially made mini

Mr John Eccleston,

chairman of the Midland

Kite Fliers, said that
Armstrong was a veteran
of aro 20 parachute

B:dddi;yxdrenmbnng
nngum t.oyn:.long
toﬂythroughthem.ra.nd

mt: them back
Alwel.lutlmteddy
benrum spectators at
theev whmh:.u&om
pm, will watch

1lam-4;
t kite flying to music.

stunt

Amidst all the Momentous events that have been
feshaping the Soviet Union lately and leaving the
forld Agog, an even more momentous event took place
recently at H,Q., BMISS,

Yes, whilst Boris and the Boys and Girls were
reducing the Party to the level of a Busted Flush,
the Boring 0ld Fart was suddenly dragged Kicking and
Screaming, (mostly Screaming) into the 20th Century,

What, you may ask, caused this kerfuffle, something
from the shock of which, we dont think the BOF has
completely recovered., Yup, you guessed it, one of
those New Fangled Electimified, thats Electric to
you, Sewing Machines, Tah Dahh,.,

Gordon Bennett, 'arry, the H.Q. Mob aint had so
much entertainment in Yonks, Its as if the BOF has
gone from a Reliant Robin, to Senna's F.1. Maclaren.

Hold on we hear you say, does this mean that old
faithful Ayteenundred an 'ows yer Farva is for the
chop? Nay lLad, they dont make 'em like that anymore.
and some may say thank God they dont, but that old
hand operated machine will still be on standby.

So, then, what is the upshot of this sudden jump
to modernity. Will the BOF's Chutes be made any
better ? probably not, will the Chute Facks be nailed
together nicer ? highly unlikely as his constructicn
faults will happen faster but Jjust as frequently.

No, dear Readers the H.(. mobs entertainment is in
ant:.clpat:.ng a repeat perf‘omanoe of an Idiot running
a really neat Zig Zag Stitch up a Finger a then seeing
the aforesaid Idiot performing an amazing Breakdance
coupled with a high speed resitation of all the Swear
words in the English Language...(stop laughing Hugh)

- — o _—_—— e ————

Hopefully the BMISS Fauna of the Year Trophy,first
awarded last Year , will become a regular Anmual event
This Years Winner has already been chosen, we cannot
name Him or Her until the next issue, as we have yet
to make the presentation, but as a great number of
our members are Overseas and we never get to see them,
apart, that is from most of our Dutch Friends, hows
about you overseas Dropniks sending in Pics of your
Fauna so that the 1992 FOTY Award can be made from as
wide a choice as possible, Flease note, that if you
send a Fauna Pic to the Tightfisted BOF, your chances
of getting it back are ZIICH,

Cant those Tabloid Hacks get arvth:l.ng right?
John Eccleston indeed, Ha, we know better, thats the
one and only, watch our Ia.ps, DON Eccleston, hoping
that Armstrong wont go mad and land on his Bonce.
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Dont Panic, Dont Fanic.,.. Those of you who for one moment had thouht you were
suddenly reading a Noughts .and Crosses Magazine can relax, No, this iant an erzatz
version of the Puzzler its the ROTACHUTE from El Generallisimo Sky Bums Esquire.

otherwise known as Pa.\ﬂ.(n:;y Kites reach parts other lagers cannot

) touch ) Morgan Tah Dahh,... (we had to get the plug in somewhere)
5 off 25cm Ripstop Squares
plus 2 cut diagonally..... Then bung 'em
i all together
i fr— ] s0 you end up
' (with like this
i hope we have'nt
— lost you so far)
re— sew together as above
times fOUTessess (something should
i go between like

and with,Hmm I
wonder)
Then you Seam all around the edges joining all the parts together till you end up with
something that looks vaguely like this, If it dont, its best to chuck it in the Bin
and start again, after all, whats time and some Ripstop scraps to a
* sf Dropnik of your Demeanor, Thats right, hang the expense, throw the
Cat another Kipper, )
Right where was we before we got sidetracked ? oh yeah if you
do have something that looks like this, then its time to Nail on
’K‘ # some&umzdlineafromthepointsmrked* The Shrouds should
be about 3ft or a Metre long and are comnected to a swivel,

* ¥ For best results a Ball Bearing Swivel is best, these can be
found at any Fishing Tackle Shop at reasonable cost.
With the sizes given, the Chute will only be suitable for a smallish
Fauna, but it should be fairly easy to Scale Up, so experiment,

* ¥ We reckon you've sussed out that on descent, the Fauna Faces the same way
all the time, whilst the Chute revolves above him or her, So Dropniks, if you are into
Gas Pipe Fitting, or are Counter Revolutionary, or just naturaly of a Left Hand Threaded
Persuasion, just turn the Chute inside out and it'll go the other way. Hello Sailor.

—— ——— e o o — o ——— — e

Iots of Dropmniks out there, have made or are in the process of making thier own version
of the Fauna Ferry shown in the last issue. The BOF's one has now nearly completed
a whole Season of use and has performed really well, given a suitable Wind,

The Ferry was put on to a diet and now weighs in at just a Pound (say 450 grams)
part of the diet was the reuse of Dowel Wingspreaders g.bm) These, probably due to
the Spring loaded Line Stop, seem to be able to take the strain, So we now have two
sets of spreaders , one in F/glass for strong winds and one in Dowel for lighter winds,

Funnily enough, when the BOF weighed all the parts of the Ferry separately, the two
Ripstop Sails weighed the most,

Re the photo on page one., We've since heard from Dropnik Don that the Stafford
Castle Bash went off very well. In fact so many Fauna were dropped for the Kids, that
Don and the Crew ended up well Knackered, But there again is'nt that what its all about?

We've also had another letter from Jessica Sparrow, you know her, the erstwhile
Maritime Museum Flasher Queen of Comnecticut, saying that it was nice to see her name
in print and that if thats what it takes, shes of a mind to go back down that Museum

and let the local Fervies look all they want. ( By appointment of course) 0i Jessica,
Show us yer legS.csccese

Your News, Views, in fact any old Rubbish, to the Teddytorial, which is as before,
BMISS 48, laurel lene, West Drayton, Middx, UB7.7TY. U.K. »




THE BRIGHTON KITE FESTIVAL - 1991

So where were you on May 18th and 19th? If you were not at Brighton you
missed:- good winds from the SW force 4 along the valley, sunshine (but you
had to be up from 0700 to 0800 on Sunday to see it)! BMISS, competitions
of the finest sort, stunt kite displays by the best teams, trophies and
prizes, good company, happy public, satisfied traders and good fresh cooked
food. What more do you need for a good festival?

This was the first year that the event was run by a team instead of Greg
Locke carrying the load as he has done for the past eleven years. We hope
that we can carry on his tradition of keeping the Festival an enjoyable
event for all who attend in future years.

A few incidents occurred that might be of interest:-

1. Quite unexpectedly the name Seeboard cropped up more often than it
should. It was a bit of a shock (no pun intended), to learn that a power
cut was due on the Saturday. After several phone calls a generator was
arranged to fill the gap and keep the caterers and the PA man happy. At
1330 hrs the Seeboard men left in a great hurry to see the Cup final (what
is that)? Well whatever it was, it and the weather kept the crowds away on
Saturday, but those who were there had a good time with room to spare, even
though they had to be well wrapped up.

2. Seeboard on the agenda again when a Rokkaku in the Team Rok competition
floated away and got caught in a 11,000 volt power line with trailing line
on the ground - phone Seeboard emergency - two vehicles arrive with two
irate men complaining of stupid kite flyers flying close to power lines.
Power turned off again! It seems that no amount of explaining would placate
them until Andy Dalgleish came up with some cans of beer. That seemed to
do the trick! I hope they don’t send us a bill. Did you know that
"Kiteflying is electrifying".

3. Two people were hit by a large Flexi in the Stunt kite area and the
flyer had to be asked to ground his kite for reasons of safety. We did
divide single line kites from stunters, but there were minimal signs to
this effect and this needs remedying next year. There were too many single
line kites in the stunter area, mostly flown by unaware members of the
public near to their cars, so they need to be advised of the dangers
involved. Definite need for a safety officer next year. Most stunt kite
flyers were very understanding when asked to move from one area to another
and we appreciate their cooperation.

4. It was sad to hear that one trader had some pre-packed kites stolen from
the front of his stand. Perhaps traders could mark the plastic bag with
"Paid" in permanent pen if they don’t issue a receipt. If the theft was
then made public on the PA, the thief may be spotted. Has anyone else any
thoughts on this.

5. Let’s get back to the more positive aspects of the Festival. We are
particularly grateful to the stunt kite teams - "The Blast" - Andy King,
Laurie Paget, Sarah Kent and Tony Cartwright; "Team Merlin" - Yogi Bear,
Cashain David, Jasper Garland and Simon Knosworthy; "Organised Chaos" -
Alex and Marcus Moresby and trainer/manager John Moresby.

They all gave spectacular individual team performances to music before they




joined up for a mega team of eight led by Yogi calling the shots in a grand
finale. Spectators who had never seen this type of flying before ran out
of superlatives to describe it.!

6 John Barker and Ron Macey did sterling work with BMISS on Sunday
afternoon and we hoped to give them a slot with commentary - unfortunately
the competitions went on longer than expected and the afternoon became more
crowded with events. We would like to offer an apology to John and Ron for
not even giving them credit on the PA for their display. Things will be
different next year!

7. Whoever left a hefty pull down snatch block and knotted rope on the
field at the end, if they phone me on 0273 306842 I will make arrangements
to return it.

8. A new competition was announced twice over the PA this year. Apparently
it is called a "Kunt Stite Competition"! Interesting!

Finally let me say a big "Thank You" to the BKF team - Toody Oakhill, Mik
Jennison, Danny Steer, Andy Dalgleish, Derek Lloyd, Peter Jones and my wife
Doreen for supporting me personally, and for assisting as recorder during
the festival. As co-ordinator, I could not have coped with the Festival
organisation without their unstinting support both before and during the
event. I would also like to thank Greg Locke for his support and advice and
for presenting trophies and prizes at the closing ceremony. No one can do
this as well as Greg!

Results--Prizewinners--Trophies

Altitude Challenge - Danny Steer

Lifter Challenge - Tim Paget

Single Line Fighter - Stafford wWallace

Stunt Kite Challenge - David Clements

Solo Rokkaku - Martin Croxton

Team Rokkaku - The Blast (plus the Dell Tankard)

Best Kite - Patrick Bonneau (humming bird)

Best at the Fest - Stafford Wallace

Brighton Kite Flyers Shield - Marcus, Alex and John Moresby

This shield is awarded each year to the person or persons that we feel have
made the biggest contribution to kiting throughout the year.

We would like to thank all the traders who generously donated prizes for
these events, and in particular Pat and Ron Dell of Kiteability for the
engraved tankard awarded to the winner of the Team Rokkaku event and to Ron
Moody who donated several genuine Indian fighter kites to be given away to
children.

Finally may we thank all those kiteflyers who supported our festival.
without you it could not happen. Be there next year!

Ray Oakhill

p.s. could Allan Outram phone me on 0273 306842




MIDLANDS KITE FLIERS
EVENT REPORT

29 BRADBURY ROAD, SOLHULL, WEST MIDLANDS, BS2 8AE

Summer Festival, Middle Wallop
Sunday 4th August, 1991.

Having been convinced by our teenage daughter that we could combine a weekend’s
camping for her and two friends with our visit to the Summer Festival at Middle Wallop we
set off northwards in pretty glum spirits. After all, so far that weekend the mist had not risen
more that 100 feet, the campsite was expensive, noisy and crowded and to cap it all would-be
suitors (for the three girls) had been chased off by irate dad at lam. Still, we thought, it can’t
get worse and sure enough by the time we had travelled 10 miles inland the sun began to
break through the mist. With the girls back at base camp (and firmly dismissed from our
minds) and a sunny, if windless, morning ahead, our spirits rose and we were soon looking
forward to a day of at least talking about flying kites.

We arrived at Middle Wallop at about 10am to find a few deltas soaring high,
presumably having been launched before the calm which now prevailed at land level, and

several Indian fighters dancing skillfully across one corner of this beautifully kept lawn. An
additional attraction was the car boot sale on the car park which by now was in full swing.

We paid our £2 and were allowed onto the hallowed ground of Ministry of Defence
property. No fighting for space here: 1000 stunters could each have their own airspace and
there would still be room for the single liners. What’s more the runway was empty and wide
enough for HIM to drive along gazing into the sky without giving HER apoplexy. Eventually
we spotted a familiar figure, with not so familiar bare knees, stood in the middle of the
RUNWAY flying a kite - all that lawn and he stands on the road!!

Greetings and news exchanged and still no wind the obvious thing to do was to scour
the car boot sale for bargains - well someone might have a Gibson Girl on sale for a fiver.
No such luck, so I had to make do with “just the right coloured belt” and made my way back
to the kites in time for a slight breeze to make an appearance. Suddenly the air was full of
kites and just as suddenly empty, which gave the opportunists amongst us the chance to have
a coffee break. By early afternoon the coffee had run out but the wind had picked up.
Clipboards were abandoned, kites of all description were flown and the added interest was
would those Cessnas and Tiger Moths manage to dodge all the lines? Teds and other fauna
showed the Parascenders the way and all too soon Lindsey (on his bicycle) was doing the
rounds politely asking us to pack up and go home.

Our thanks must go to Ron Moulton for weaving his way through all the red tape to
make this event happen; also to the traders who, because the public were not allowed access,
did not have the best of days yet still stayed until the end. (By the way does anyone know of
a source for brown ripstop? Don Eccleston is looking for some.)

On reflection Middle Wallop must be the best site of any of the festivals and although I
know why it cannot be, I still come away regretting that we cannot hold a major, public
attending festival there. Still, members of our recognised groups can get in so why not double
the numbers next year - there’s plenty of room for all.

Lesley Gilbert Midlands Kite Fliers August, 1991




MIDLANDS KITE FLIERS
PLANS

29 BRADBURY ROAD, SOLHULL, WEST MIDLANDS, B92 8AE

Bob’s Delta

Dimensions in cm.
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Spreader| 60 Approx.
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g Lo

In contrast to Derek’s Delta published in the last Kiteflier, this is the high—
performance delta, utilising the best cloth and the lightest spars.

The two leading edge spars are made from two 5—1/2mm carbon fibre tubes
joined with a lightweight aluminium ferrule.

The spine is made in a similar manner, and the spreader is in one piece, but
is slightly stronger, utilising RBJ thick wall carbon fibre tube.

As this is intended to be the top—of—the range for performance, every little
detail counts: the spine is enclosed in a pocket on the side away from the
wind to present as little resistance as possible. Seams should be folded
downwind, and all edges hot cut to prevent fraying.

The fringe is necessary to give a little drag at the trailing edge in order to
ensure stability — this kite is prone to flying past 90 degrees!

In @ moderate breeze, it has plenty of lift to spare, and Bob uses a tubular
streamer which has the same colour sequences as the kite to great effect.

Naturally, it is flown on the lightest line possible for the wind conditions.
Bearing other fliers in mind, 35 Kg Kevlar or Spectra is found to be ideal.

Such is the efficiency of this kite, it is usually coaxed out of Bob’s Kite Bag
wheri nothing else will fly due to lack of wind. It has also been greatly
admired by Kite Fliers all over Europe as a spectacular Show Klte.




MIDLANDS KITE FLIERS
EVENT REPORT

29 BRADBURY ROAD, SOLHULL, WEST MIDLANDS, B92 BAE

Northampton Balloon Festival
Saturday & Sunday, 17th & 18th August, 1991.

Following a very successful first event last year, Northampton Borough Council decided to host another
Festival this year. The formula worked well last time, with the kites flying when the wind was too strong for the
balloons, and the Kite Fliers enjoying a free and very spectacular display of balloons when the wind dropped below
easy kite flying levels.

Saturday dawned sunny, chilly, and very breezy. The Midlands Kite Fliers Display Team were scheduled to
appear in the main arena at 9:00 am. FLIGHT-FX, the well-known Stunt Kite Team, had also arranged to
demonstrate at various times during the weekend. Following a plea to members a few days beforehand, a good
number of fliers were there on time, flying, and full of enthusiasm - a credit to the MKF!

Then whispers started to trickle through about Met. reports, and balloons not being inflated due to high winds.
There followed a brief but impassioned discussion with the Arena Display Coordinator as to how many Kites had we
got, how many people were there to fly them, and could we possibly keep the anticipated hordes amused until the
wind dropped enough for the balloons to do something? “No Problem” we announced. “Great,” we thought, “just
like a big fly-in, but with spectators safely tucked away behind barricades.” Not quite as easy as that, we found. It’s all
very well floating a few yards of ripstop into the by now hot dusty winds above Northampton, but it’s quite another
thing to demonstrate Kites and Kite Flying in a way that is meaningful and interesting to an audience who have
turned up to watch hot air balloons! Common sense prevailed, as it often does, and we got together with FLIGHT-
FX (who also fly proper kites), and we put on various displays including Deltas, a magnificent array of stunt kites, and
the MKF windsock. Then we hit on the idea of a modest Rokkaku demo which included an inadvertent skirmish right
in the middle due to an itinerant display kite. This was immediately picked up by the commentator, who glibly
informed the crowds that this is what happens in Japan all the time! Parachuting teddy bears also seemed to go down
quite well, and a few junior volunteers from the audience were delighted to run around the arena to catch their
cherished friends. Naturally, they all got certificates to prove it!

An unanticipated bit of publicity came our way at mid-morning when three members of the cast of “Home and
Away”, having just done an interview for Radio Nottingham, were persuaded to try their hands at Stunt Kite Flying!
Justine Clarke, Mouche Phillips and Adam Willits were expertly coached by members of FLIGHT-FX, and within
minutes were flying like professionals, much to everyone’s amazement. The displays continued until well after
lunchtime, when a Parachute Team diverted the public attention long enough to allow us time to gulp a drink and
start a sandwich.

The afternoon became more hectic as the wind increased, the sun became hotter, and the strain started to wear
us out. Other events had been scheduled, but there was still no ballooning, so the aerial entertainment was still up to
us. The timing of the events was such that we would take over the arena for quarter of an hour, then dissapear while
sheepdogs herded ducks into corrals (better believe it!), or the clown’s taxi fell to bits again. FLIGHT-FX were
absolutely brilliant, and even resorted to making it up as they went along, but I don’t think anyone noticed.

We continued until well into the evening, and eventually all collapsed into an exhausted and untidy heap just as
it was getting dark. Someone suggested night flying, so everyone promptly vanished.

The next day dawned chilly, bright, and almost windless, and a couple of balloons made successful launches first
thing. “What do you want us to do today?” we asked, fearing a repeat of the previous day. “Whatever you like,” came
the reply, “but not in the main arena!” No sooner said, we all trooped off to get our favourite kites, our favourite
flasks of coffee, and our favourite flying friends and made for the blue skies. A near-perfect day once you got above
the turbulence, and fliers turned up from all over the country - and not only Midlands Kite Fliers! Peak flying time on
Sunday afternoon coincided with peak public attendance, and kites were well represented in the sky. The contrast
with.the previous hectic day was a welcome relief, and a well-earned relaxed fly was gradually abandoned as the
balloons slowly prepared for a mass take-off at around 7 pm.

What a sight! 134 hot-air balloons take up so much room that they had to take turns to unflate and launch.
And the noise - one burner makes quite a din, but imagine 30 of them warming all together! The visual impact has to
be experienced to be appreciated: each balloon contains enough brightly-coloured ripstop to keep even the most
enthusistic kite maker occupied for a decade, and so many all in one place is almost overwhelming. What a fitting end
to an exciting weekend - it was suddenly worth all the hard work and concentration, and there cannot have been a
kiteflier who went home without a secret smile of satisfaction, knowing a job has been well done.

Perhaps the Council could be persuaded to call it “Northampton Kite and Balloon Festival” next year?

Derek Kuhn Secretary, Midlands Kite Fliers August, 1991
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Summary of Workshop and Display Activities-1991

The MKF have undertaken three flying displays and four workshops during the 1991
flying season.

The displays were at Stafford Castle in June, Tittesworth Reservoir in July, and
Northampton in August. Amazingly, the weather was kind to us at each venue, with the
exception of Tittesworth near Leek, where the wind started at force 2 and slowly decreased!
The events fell into two distinct types: general free-flying displays, (lots of different kites in the
air, everyone does their own thing) and formal arena events (Stunt kite routines, coordinated
demonstrations, usually accompanied by P.A. commentary). Common sentiments expressed by
the organisers were of initial incredulity, followed by grudging respect as the display unfolds,
and ending with a very genuine acknowledgement of a Display Team’s enthusiasm and skill.
The event organisers all expressed their gratitude at the hard work and underlying
organisation which had gone into each demonstration, and each indicated that the Midlands
Kite Fliers provided good "Value for Money". Yes, we do make a charge. After all, it costs
something to get to these events, and equipment sometimes has to be replaced, and so on.
Public interest and entertainment is what we offered, and I believe that is what we delivered in
each case. Two things we have learnt from our demonstrations this year - the event organiser
must understand exactly what he will get from a kite display, and some contingency must be
made for bad weather or no wind.

The Kite Making Workshops were run this year by myself under the MKF flag. The
decision was taken at the last AGM that if members could not undertake events on a club
basis well in advance, then workshop opportunities should be taken up by individuals who
were prepared to make that commitment. They, then, would receive the fee, which they'would
distribute as they saw fit. For the benefit of those who are not familiar with my workshops, I
make an up-front charge to the organisers which is related to the type of event and to the
sponsor’s ability to contribute. This in turn determines whether the Kites need to be paid for
by the public participants.

Workshops took place at Sutton Park twice, Tittesworth Reservoir and Shugborough.
Once again, our hosts seemed well pleased with our presentation and efforts. This is due to
the gradual aquisition of things like flagpoles and strategically placed posters, and also to the
fact that all the kites fly. We use the very conventional and conservative Sled design, which has
been found to be the most reliable, and even works when there is no wind. The proportions,
incidentally, are four units wide by three units high, and can be explained quickly and easily to
interested customers while they are making their kites. A range of tails ensures the strength of
the wind can be accommodated on the day. Thicker string for bridles ensures that knots can
be tied easily by small inexpert fingers, and cheap sellotape can be peeled off when stuck in
the wrong place. I have also noted that buying workshop materials in bulk has two benefits: it
is much chaper, and it is possible to buy better quality for a small increase in cost. Many
members and friends of the Midlands Kite Fliers have come forward to help out at workshops,
and I believe all have found the experience exhausting but satisfying. The club has discharged

one of its duties by bringing a new kite to more that 1200 individuals this year, and each kite
bears a sticker with the club’s name on it

Derek Kuhn  Secretary, Midlands Kite Fliers  September, 1991
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DEATH NO LONGER SUDDEN
AT BRITISH NATIONALS

In the interests of fairness, the STACK
Committee is considering changing the basis
of the British nationals next year.

Instead of a knock-out in one event, the
STACK committee would like to see a three-
round contest. Rather like a league, a team
would rank according to their score in two or
three rounds. The title will then be decided on
an average of scores. At the most recent
STACK committee meeting, members of the
STACK committee felt that this system would
relieve the pressure on teams to perform on the
day and ensure teams are judged according to
their long-term performance instead of on a
sudden death.

All teams know the disappointment of
not doing their best or even coming close to
their best because the wind whipped up intoa

gale or died down to a virtual standstill just as
they are about to perform. Deciding the na-
tional champions on the basis of a consistent
performance is by far the fairest route. This
system has not been agreed yet and will be up
for discussion at the AGM in November.

The number of rounds largely depends
on the number of venues —but it is envisaged
that there will be three rounds. The Committee
is currently accepting bids from clubs who
want to hostaround. Firm interest has already
been shown from the Midlands kite flyers at
Sutton Park for the first week in June. We have
also had interest from the St. Austell kite flyers
in Cornwall and the Avon kiters for a round in
the World Cup site of Aston Court in Bristol.

Contact the STACK Committee if you
too are interested.

BRISTOL PIONEERS
PAIRS COMPETITION

The first ever, officially organised, pairs
league in Europe has been started in Bristol.

The first three rounds of a pairs preci-
sion competition has just been completed,
setting the ball rolling for what could bea new
and exciting type of competition for next year.

There has been much demand for a pairs
competition - its the way most people get
started in team flying and it's also the easiest to
organise for practice.

Pairs had to fly a mini-routine which

included two previously published figures in
a miminum of one minute and a maximum of
one minute 20 seconds. As with the bigger
competitions, marks were awarded for each
set figure, technical execution and continuity.
The pre-set figure was maintained in each
round.

All five teams improved and gained
valuable experience and zest for competitive
flying. Impromtu teams were formed which
are now committed to the competition circuit.

Allin all it was a great success, although
the judging needs a little refining.

The next Bristol league plans to include
a pairs ballet as well complete with a new field
crew —a field D] and a ghetto blaster holder.

Cris Batdorff

Itis with great sadness that [ have to tell
all STACK News readers that Cris Batdorff,
editor and publisher of Stunt Kite Quarterly
(SKQ) died on Sturday July 6 of a heart attack.
He was attending the 3rd annual Cherry Stunt
Kite Competition.

Cris was a great flyer, a major force in
the development of our sport and produced a
very important magazine. He had a wonderful
sense of humour and huge enthusiasm. It was
a joy to spend time with him. I'm sure [ speak
for all kite flyers everywhere when I say that he
will be greatly missed and experss heartfelt
condolances to his wife, Susan.

Andy King

Bids for 1992

European Cup
Anybody who
wants to host the
competition is in-
vited to contact the
STACK committee
by November 1 in
time for a vote on the
venue at the AGMon
November 2 and 3.
Possible suggestions
so far are Berlin,
Castiglione  (Italy),
Holland or Switzer-
land. The rule book
for 1992 is currently
being updated. Any
suggestions to Viv
Walters by October 1.

November
Weekend in
Bristol for
STACK AGM and

Seminar.

The AGM will
be held on Saturday
afternoon on Novem-
ber 2 followed by an
informal evening
meal. In response to
wishes of STACK
members, particu-
larly teams, Sunday
will be devoted to
seminars looking at
issues such as rules
for next year, judg-
ing, safety, work-
shops on better team
flying and how to
write routines.

If you are
thinking of attend-
ing, or wish to help
run a seminar then
please get in contact
with Paul Jobin

STACK News




WHEN THE SHOW

First, near disaster. A
ferry strike. Nearly didn’t
make it, but we persevered
and in the end we arrived at
5.30 on Saturday morning.

Although set on a re-
markably clean fine silver
sand beach, the opening of
the Ostend Kite Festival and
Belgian Stunt Kite Champi-
onships was marred by the
dull weather. As usual this
summer, there was plenty of
cloud but no sun and
unsurprisingly ending in

rain. A few kiters braved the elements but the rest (includ-
ing me) took shelter under the arches to watch a very fine
display of static kites of every shape and size. The atmos-
phere was good - lunch was provided on the beach so
people stayed around rather than wander off only to reap-
pear hours later.

The afternoon was a big improvement on the morn-
ing - George Peters (USA) together with lots of French,
Belgian, Dutch and British fliers put on a magnificent
display. However the Sky was dominated by stunters and
they were flying in any available space, leaving little room
for single liners. There were designated areas for singleand
dual line areas but they weren’t enforced with the result
that dual line kites would suddenly appear under single-
line kiters and vice versa. This shouldn’t have happened.

Lessons can be learnt from the Brighton (UK) festival
-stunters oneend, single line the other but fully marshalled
and enforced. Itall works well, except for the few stubborn
flyers who say “It's a free sky, I can fly where I want”. We
canalways forgive the odd stubborn flyer, especially when
they’re really notawareof theinjuriesa crash can cause. But
when a remark like that comes from someone who recently
hosted a Stunt Kite festival, then there really is a lot to be
concerned about. Not only was he standing in the arena
when a competition was taking place but he was teaching
someone to fly a dual line kite!

But back to the festival. The evening ‘get-together”
was at a smart hotel on the front, followed by a night fly in
pouring rain. It was still good to watch - quite a few gave
displays and there were even fireworks from some kites.
Eventually most escaped the rain and retired to the bar,
where hot and cold drinks saved the day.

With regard to the actual stunt competitions, we
were surprised by the total lack of marshalling, line judges
etc. People were walking through the arena when teams/
individuals were competing but the most worrying aban-

STACK News

Safety is paramount at all stunt kite
competitions. At several competitions this
year, it has been clear that not enough people
have taken this on board with flying
continuing despite the glaringly dangerous
conditions. Barbara Cartwright, member of
STACK, BKA, AKA and the Kite Society,
recounts a bad experience and warns there is
an accident in the making if we don’t act now  Cr2matically reduced. This

doning of safety concerns
was on the Sunday afternoon
during the team precision
competition.

The tide had turned
and was on its way back up
the beach. Now according to
STACK rules (this event was
based on these rules) the
minimum size for arenas is
100 by 100 metres but with
incoming tide the size was

forced the flyers to fly their
routines which often in-

cluded low passes over the crowd. The head judge was
informed by me that it was very dangerous and quite
frightering as these kites can cause injury. But the event
continued.

Team Flashback (now rechristened Splashback) flew
their routine while standing knee deep in the sea — again
making passes over thecrowd — people wereducking and
scattering everywhere. The man next to me scooped up his
child and ran for-cover along with quite a few others.

The head judge was again informed that this should
not be happening and the Novice Team precision event
was duly cancelled.

Surely though, the event should have not goneon so
long as to causedistress and panicto individuals who came
to see this event. How are they going to remember it? Asa
frightening sport or an enjoyable spectacle? Teams have
trained long and hard and for what? To stand knee deep in
water. Granted they looked as if they were having fun but
this should not happen.

Where does this leave STACK? If any event is to take
place on a beach, the tides have to be taken into considera-
tion. If Scheveningen, Qostdunkerke and Berck Plage can
organise themselves around this it is certainly possible. If
thisis the case then teams/individuals should be informed
that because of this they might not stop for lunch and may
have to continue even if it means carrying on until six or
sever o clock.

Safety should play a large part of kiting. Weall want
to enjoy ourselves and not have hard rigid rules to follow,
but at festivals this is essential for everyone’s welfare.lam
sure my life expectancy was shortened by this event.

One judge (mentioning no name) was heard to say
“Team Flashback did not fly their cascade to their usual
level”. In these conditions what did he expect? Lessons
need tobelearnt before thereisanaccident notafter. Judges
have authority — use it.




MUST NOT GO ON

One of the major ob-
jectives of STACK is to
promote  International
Standard Rules for sport
kiting so that the events
are run at maximum
safety levels for the view-
ing public, the field crew
and flyers.

I have just returned from the Ostend Kite Festival,
which is and has been a very successful event over the past
years. However, there are many factors involved in run-
ning a Stunt Kite Competition, and of course a beach site
has further complications — the tides. The organisers can
predict the low tide period and even with a minimum size
of an arena 100 metres by 100 metres (although this is
presently under review) a competition can be run.

It is imperative that a competition is cancelled if the
size of the arena is being threatened by fastly approaching
tides, even when the timing of the event is already put out
because of poor weather conditions, ie wind recess or
changes in the overall schedule. Whatever the delay, once
that tide reaches a point — say 10 metres from the arena
boundary — that competition, regardless of what stage it is
at, should be postponed or cancelled.

An early start of a team competition at Le Touquet
caused some of the teams to fly over the crowd, although to
be fair the organisers had recommended that the event
should start later to coincide with an outgoing tide.

At Ostend, individual competitions were flown ina
reasonable size arena and the team ballet was carried out in
a full size arena at low tide. However, after some demon-
strations in the arena the tide had turned, forcing the teams
during the precision contest to fly over the crowd. Even
Flashback, up to their knees in sea water couldn’tavoid the
situation. A comment was made that “they had not flown
their usual top quality cascade figure”. Not surprising!

This brings me to the next item of safe flying -
marshalling. Apart from field directing the team ballet
event, | found myself acting as an unofficial safety marshal
during the individual competitions. [ was flying my ‘Blitz
legs’ in the statickitearea at the bottom of the stunt area, but
most of the time was spent stopping people wandering into
the competition arena.

On the Sunday, just returning to the beach to watch
the team precision event which had already commenced, |
realised that the incoming tide was forcing waders into
range of the competition wind window. Manning that
corner of a fast-contracting arena, I asked people to walk

Tony Cartwright offers some safety guidelines and

appeals to all STACK members to help make sure

safety standards are when they should be - a top
priority.

inland around the bound-
ary. I would like to
mention that the people
and visitors of Ostend
were very understanding
and co-operative, unlike
one non-flyer who, dur-
ing a discussion on safety,
remarked that competi-
tions that were too regimental were no fun. I disagreed.

At all competitions you must have — apart from
judges, field director and pit bosses — line judges to
prevent the kites being flown over the audience and safety
marshals to prevent the audience from wandering into the
arenas. | would rather forego a free packed lunch or subsi-
dised buffet if it would pay for some helpers to carry out
these roles. Other marshals would also be useful in static
kiteareasto preventdual lines being flown. Also the public
address system should be used to issue safety messages to
the flyers and the public.  am not sure if any were broad-
cast this weekend.

The responsibility of safety codes does not only lie
with the event organiser, or competition officials, ie judges
etc. [tisalsothe flyers responsibility to do something if they
feel they are infringing the safe flying codes. They should
find helpers, fill the roles themselves or boycott the compe-
tition. We are a flyer’s union after all.

[ suggest that event organisers include a set sum of
money in their budget for safety items. Your sponsors
would not like to be associated with an accident that
happened at their event. It is bad PR.

With many more people enjoying our world of
kiting, we must be more vigilant to prevent any accidents,
however slight. Stack is producing an event check-list to
enable STACK to sanction competitions, making organis-
ers more aware of what minimum standards are required
to run a sport kite event.

I ask all flyers, organisers etc to please forward any
constructivecomments about festivals and competitions. It
might be theone idea we have missed — it could be the one
that prevents an accident.

For example one idea that Felix Mottram of The
Decorators suggested is that a safety zone is marked in the
centre of the competition field indicating to flyers that if
crossed, their kite(s) would break the boundary and thus
safety codes.

Please write rather than phone to: Tony Cartwright,
78 Dongola Road, London N17 6EE

STACK News




15th Anniversary (1)

It doesn’t seem to be possible, but the Kite Store has been with you for fifteen
years now. We opened in May 1976 at 69 Neal Street and traded from that shop
until two years ago, when we moved to "fine new premises" at 48 Neal Street
(special* prize to anyone who can list all the other shops we have had and traded
from in the last 15 years).

To mark ten years in the business we
had an enamel badge made- 102 to
be precise. Some of these went to
people who helped us in these first
ten years (62) and some were sold
"over the counter" (36). This badge
has since become possibly the most
sought after pin amongst collectors.

You guessed it. We have had another
badge made. Slightly better yield this
time- there are 104 of them. As before
75 have gone to other homes. Which
left 25 to dispose of. We could sell
them. We could hoard and trade them
for other pins. We could...........

What we decided to do was to give them away to members of the Kite Society.
Before you all rush and phone and write etc etc here are the rules;-

To give all members an equal chance of getting a badge we have decided that
you have to write to us giving your name, address and current membership
number (don’t even think about phoning in!). All "entries" received will go into a
"hat" of some sort and the first 25 drawn out will receive a badge. The draw will
take place one month after the publication of this issue of the magazine to allow
foreign members to respond. After the draw we will make available a list of the
member’'s names and membership number (but not the address) of those who
received a badge to anyone who requests same. Although we could use the
addresses received as the basis of a mailing list we will not do this and we will
dispose of all original entries and addresses after the draw.

The Kite Store Ltd, 48 Neal Street, London
WC2H 9PA

* Special prize for anyone who gets all the addresses right will be a special 15th Anniversary LiteFlite.
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