


























































































































Contact Graham Holdstock.

The Northern Kite Group have meetings as below:-

February 16th Heath Common, Wakefield.

March 15th Blacksnape Playing Fields.

April 19th Stainland Recreation Ground, Near Halifax.

May 16th, 17th Ashton Park, Blackpool Road, Preston.

JTJune 21st Thurstaton Country Park, Wirral Peninsulax.

July 19th Saledine Nook School Playing Fields, Huddersfield.
August 1sth T-mglq Newton House and Grounds, Leeds.

September 20th Heaton Park, Manchester.

October 18th Baildon Moor, Shipley, near Bradford.

November 15th Littleton Road Playing Fields, Salford.
Decembear 20th Norland Moor, Sowerby Bridge, West Yorkshire.

Contact Ron Ogden

The Brighton Kitefliers have meetings throughout the year. See Aerodyne

pages for details. Contact Ray Oakhill.
The Chiltern Kite Group have meetings as follows:-

Maidensgrove - 15 March, 17 May, 19 July, 20 September, 15 November.

Pinkneys Green - 16 February, 19 April, 21 June, 16 August, 18 October, 20

December.
Contact Roger Lawton.

EVENTS IN KENT

August 15th, 16th Teston Bridge, Maidstone. Contact Ron Dell.
August 30th Shorne Country Park, Gravesend. Contact Ron Dell.

CONTACT DETATLS

Tony Cartwright, 78 Dongola Road, London N17 &6EE. 081 808 1280.

The Bristol Kite Store, 39 Cotham Hill, Bristol, BS6 6JY. 0272 745010.
Graham Holdstock, 63 Cranleigh Drive, Whitfield, Dover, Kent, CT16 3NW.
John Skinner, 12 Oak Road, Bishopsmead, Tavistock, Devon, PL19 9EZ.
Ron Gunther, 12 Glevum Close ., Purton, Swindon SNS 9SHA. o793 770784
Kathleen Pike, 34 Mortimer Road, Rayleigh, Essex.

Fred Taplin, 20 Henley Street, Alcester, Warwickshire.

Alan Gilbert, 23 Evesham Road, Leicester, LE3 2BD.

Carole Peacock, 61 Windmill Avenue, St Albans, Herts AL4 9SJ.

Bob Piron, 8 Bowhill, Bedford, MK4l1l S8EF. 0234 261835.

Kevin Appleton, 37 Eastern Avenue, Thorpe—St—Andrew, Norwich NR7 O0oUQ.

Ron Moulton, 2 Avenue Rise, Bushey, Watford, Herts, WD2 3AS.

XT.Ce Kites, 12 Willow Close, Spratton, Northampton, NN& 8JH. os04
843374.

Adam Sutherland, 20 Durham Place, Birtley, Tyne & Wear, DH3 2AY.

Mrs Ellis, Charisma, 14 Sandown Road, Lake, Isle of Wight. 0983
402871 .

Rainer Kregovski, Sievekingsallee 1144, 2000 Hambur 26, Germany .

Viieger Opl, Weteringskade Sa, 2515 AX Den Haag, Holland.

The Kite Store, 48 Neal Street, London WC2H 9PA. O71 836 1666.

Dave Robinson, 61 Bridge End Road, Stratton St Margaret, Swindon, SN3
4PrD. 0793 B24208.

Ray Oakhill, 6 Hartfield Road, Saltdean, Sussex, BN2 BRE. 0273 306842.
Steve Gibson, 91 Baysham Street, Hereaford, HR4 OEJ .

Tony Slatexr , 128 Meadow Farm Drive, Shrewsbury b SY¥Y1 4JY .

David Webster, 16 Brackley Way, Hammonds Green, Totton, Hants. S04 3HN.
Wolkensturmer, Hansastrasse 52, 2000 Hamburg 13, Germany .

Michael Stelzer, EisenacherStrasse 81, 1000 Berlin 61, Germany .

Ron Ogden, 41 Ashfield Drive, Clayton Bridge, Manchester, M10 OWJI.
Ron Dell , 2 Garfield Road, Enfield, Middlesex, EN3 4RP.




action-kites,brookite,vertical-visuals,high-flyers,flexifoils, revolution,jester,catch-the-wind,rare-air,peter-powell

WIND THINGS

would like to wish all our customers a happy and

prosperous New Year. We would like to take this

opportunity to introduce a few of the new kites in
our extensive range for 1992.
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PAIMPOL-VOILES FRENCH SPORT KITE
A range of superb affordable Kite that come in
ses from 3t to Lficomplte with handleyine &
cary bag Desgnscolour & prifing project a classic -
Srer French leganceErames in fbregles or carbon,
NEW TECH SPORTS BOX KITE
A range of raimbow hued box ites that come
& starsouble pentagrams and M Made
from black plastic sleeved dowelling & ripstop
Complete with handle & ineSizes 21-3it

MAIL ORDER A SPECIALITY,PLEASE SEND FOR A CATALOGUE.

£ 11 COWGATEHEAD,EDINBURGH, BHI LT 2
PHONE/HAK: (31:2200006,

WE ALSO STOCK A FULL RANGE OF JUGGLING EQUIPMENT

morgan,liteﬂi G martin-lester,totl,dan-leigh,condor,nick-james,hlgh_-ﬂy,skybird,speedwing,quicksi]ver,boomerangs,frisbee .




The Journal of the Bearly Made It Skydive Squad, The International
Brotherhood of Parachuting Fauna and the U,K. Ted Devils, Arguably
the most Photocopied piece of 100% Mindless Drivel in Kiting Today,

Falling Bears

Hello you rotten lot, how yer doing ?, good?, Gordon Bennett what a Bummer, still
nows the time to Polish Up yer 'Ard 'Ats, 'cos though its Official Winter Kip Time once
again, it wont be long before its Bear Bombing Time, and you might have to take heed of
that Warning on our Masthead, or you could end up wiv a Mega Migraine,

In our last issue, we said that the FOTY Trophy 91, Winner had been chosen, but that
we could'nt namethe Winner ‘cos the Trophy had not yet been presented, We can now reveal
all, The Winner of the BMISS Fauna of the Year Trophy 91(a Pewter MiniMug with a Bear on
the Handle) is'BIG BEAR'who owns Vic Walker, Funny thing was that when the BOP did the
Presentation at OWII, B.B. was nowhere to be seen, Vic said that he was a bit Browned off
and was down the Boozer, getting thoroughly .... Faced., Be that as it may, amongst the
the numerous reasons for awarding B.B. the Trophy was those immaculate descents under
his 20ft Cargo Chute., The almost double deployment that chute goes through is amazing,

On the December edition of BBC TV's Crimewatch programme, it was stated that 4,000
Harrods Teddy Bears had Dun a Runner, you know, they fell of the back of a Lorry. These
Bears looked well Foncey, with the 'ARRODS Logo embroidered on thesole of one Foot, so
if any of our Members out there come across Bears who talk so far back,their almost hor-
izontal, its almost certain that they are one of them, no,not one of them, one of them,

We can either give 'em Sanctuary plus a Chute, or better still, turn the Toffee Nosed
Twerps in to the Peds and Cop the REEWARD Dosh and have it away down the Pub,

Funny enough, Ding Dong has got a load of Santa Claus Teddies in stock, we know that
these aint Toffee Nosed Twerps, ‘cos Rastachat took the lfickey out of one of them, and the
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@ SAFETY FIRST ... seven-year-old Sharn Smith’s
teddy bear is well prepared for his parachute jump

—_— = . 9 Teddies

take
a tumble

PROUD owners watched
as their favourite teddy
bears parachuted from

L the top of a church tower.

Scores of youngsters
took their cuddly toys to
the Autumn Extrava-
ganza at St Mary's
Church, Knox Road, Wel-
lingborough.

One of the highlights
was the parachute jump
for teddies from the top
of the 70ft tower, which
was built at the turn of
the century.

Priest in charge, Fr Alan
Robinson, said: “The
parachuting proved
popular with the children
and each owner received
a certificate to mark the
event —*just as in a real
parachute jump.”

A steel band played
during the afternoon and
stalls were set up in the
church and grounds.

Cash raised will help
upgrade the church's
kitchen facilities which
are also used by the
community as a whole.

little Sod promptly gawe him a
Paw Sandwich and a right Gobfull.

This Fhoto, left is another one
in our series 'Cant those Tabloid
Hacks get anything Right' The Fic
a shows our Member Blue
Bottle, who owns Dropnik Billings,
pretending to be owned by a young
Lady with a remarkable line in Eye
Make Up, From all accounts the
Church Tower Bash went off O.K.,
as did our Members, thereby raising
a few Bob for an essential cause,

GRUB. .Yoo Wot,

Whilst it is very niee to be Ele=-
trified when you are nailing chutes
tog-ether (BOF's Singer, last Ish)

It comes as a sudden shock to
discover that the Singer Baulks
when asked to do something that the
Ayteemundred an 'ows yer Farva sim-
ply takes in its stride, It would
seem that the all singing Singer
does'nt take kindly to being asked
to bash its way through Twenty Lay-
ers of Ripstop, plus a Nylon edge
Tape (Double Hemplus S Fockets
on a Two Metre Rokkaku) that the
BOF has just been nailing together,

It would seem that those oldie
Hand Machines still can do the Biz,




Tie COMPLAINTS KEEP COMING ....

Ballooning bears in

Shro
was to

re hot air balloonist Mal F
y waiting for the right weather to fly

Chunnelchq"enge

him acrosa the English Channel.

Mal, from Oswestry, will raise money for
the Hope House hospice appeal with his trip
— and get into the Gmn.nesa Book of Records.

"r'},"

A charity hot air
balloon flight across
the English Channel
nearly ended:. in
disaster for a Shrop-
shire couple.

Oswestry Balloon Club
son and
iz Meek,
both from Trefonen, near
Oswestry, were in danger
of ditching in the chully
Channel as they neared the
French coast.

They eventually landed
:z Igncmoynangr five
ours 3 urn
should {m"ge l-liﬂ]:. st
hour.

Their 105,000 cubic feet

ditions" aon turday

morning.
"“We were p with
lifejackets l.nd iferafts to

ditch if necessary but the
water did not look too
inviting. It was a wonder-
ful moment when we

passed over the coast,” Lir
said.

qunng more than a

charities all
country by having the

EY d his h

money to the Hope House.
He was given a send-off by
children from

infants school in Middieton g

number of P

Bu'loon % EEIEI;;&:‘ crossing the
Pt ol sk
o, 'I ~ The balloons will carry
thousands of teddy bear
c‘oup\_e "pa.ssengtr!":'. each %a‘ =
AN sored to the tune of £100.
escape Thre “bearcnauts” ze‘: "
= t .
ol | |t
n a charil S
soa lng - ﬁnt.h?merschﬂiﬂ
- Mal's own bear has

Road, who are giving pro- g

ceeds from their Harvest
Festival to the Hope
House, too.

“At the moment we're
hoping l.g gi:dtom%:mv
mormung, but it depends on
the wind d.lncuan and
spevd on the day” said

Al]thzbqlloammﬂbu
carrying life-rafts and
ﬂaxubulvehapenwnt
have to use

Sasb UK, through
Westbury garage,
Shrewsbury, have
to lend Mal their »
and will also be donating

"~ | £100 to the Hope House
* | appeal

Around 20 balloons
carmed hundreds of teddy
bear passengers.

Liz and Mal's efforts
raised £100 for Shrop-
shire’s Hope House appeal,
with the sum matched by
Westbury Garage.

M"“‘*’b = a—b ‘(

Pilot Mal Ferguson and b-,lloonhu Liz Meek and Amands Holland with
ted

dy bears snd children from Oswestry.

sent in by Dmpmk
Slater who complains
bitterly about the
Fate that almost be=
fell the Hundreds of
Teddy Bear passengers
who went on this Ball
oonatic Jaunt,

Its obvious, he
goes on to say, that
the Bears did'nt have
a single Parachute or
Life jacket between
them, and its aRacing
Cert that not one of
the Bears even had a
Fassport, thereby lea-
ving themselves open
to being done for ill-
egal entry into France

As well as no para
chutes, Lifejackets
etc, Dropnik Slater
doubts if even one of
Bears possesed a word
of French, This is a
bit doubtful as I dar-
eaay any Parabear can
recite the Universal

Phrase "Bonjour, Soixante Neuf Biere Blonde s'il vous plait, hang the expense, Jettez le
Chat another Kipper, Squire" after all no Bear is a complete Nitwit., Be that as it may, as
Dropnik Slater saya, Ditching in the Oggin would have been a disaster as we now could all
be Eating BEAR FILIETS if someone had TRAWLED that lot up and flogged 'em to Capt. Birdeye,

FIRST OREEON BEARR FORCE DROPS IN......

News is to Paw of "THE FIRST OREGON BEAR FORCE" yoo wot, yes you did read it correctly.
Deciding that it was about time that the State of Oregom was represented by its own Para
Fauna Force, Dropnik Don Counce, recently sent us details of what his Mob are up to way out
West in the U.S of A

First off,from the photo's supplied, Dropnik Counce appears to be your average Dropmik,

i.e., he looks "Raving Mad Pal ",

definately a suitable case for treatment, The pics also

show a nice selection of P,F.S.C.T variety, with pride of place going to one "Blue Bear"
who must be all of 5ft tall and probably weighs 'Alf Undredweight (561b) one pic shows Don
carrying B.B. on his shoulders and it looks as if hes struggling,

Don also has some other good looking Fauna, namely Merlin Bear, Sidney Bear and a neat
Cabbage Patch Young Astronaut, by the namg of James Kirk Jnr, Ve d:Ld suggest that B,B. is
used for doing Totals gbove the Car Fark, singling out the Stunters Cars for best effect, ?
then Don went and blew it, by saying that he flies Team Cyborg also, First Schizaid Drponik




HOWLINGMAD, oR RAVING BARMY.....

BMISS H.Qe. is well used to a goodly assortment of Right Raving Rubbish
dropping through itsletter Box, but even we were a bit Flummoxed when we
read a Letter from someone who signs himself, Lord Colin of Checkley,House
of Stafford, Ulster King of Arms, aka Howling Mad.(checkup from the neckup

It would appear that 'Lord Colin' is a local Rep for the Medieval
Combat Society based somewhere in Feltham, }Middx, Apart from Drinking each Foling Bears
other under tha Table, a bit of Semi Proffesional Pillaging, Kite Flying
and a bit of Singing, it would appear that the M.C,S., who by the way
depict the times of King Edward III, are heavily into Teddy Bear Whanging, They do this
to the poor Teds in order to Toughen them up a bit, as well as whanging, the Teds are sub-
jected to Combat Training with a variety of weapons, and also to Paraglide on Flexifoils,
and to Freefall without a Murmer, The end result of all this is to transform the average
Ted into the Furry equivilent of the S.A.S.

Why, you may ask are these Teds subjected to all this Palava., Well, once they are fully
trained up. the Teds are sent on the most Dangerous Mission of all. They have to Drop into
the Lives of Handicapped and Underpriveleged Children, The Bears have to be tough says ILord
Colin, because the Teds are out to replace some of the lost Childhood that the Kids Predic-
aments have Robbed them of,

Iord Colin concludes his létter with the usual threats that should BMISS ever cross
Swords with his Bears , Gawd help us, Ha,Ha, wot a Joke, the poor mutt does'nt realise
that when the Chips are down, we bears stick together, and its only the fact that the M.C.S.
is involved in good Deeds with the Kids, that prevents BMISS from invoking the Curse of the
Small FPurry Objects, and legging it for Feltham, armed with a load of Honey to Glue his
kneecaps together with, Yoo Wot,... Dropping our Brothers and Sisters sans Chutes is almost
Grounds for Total War,

EYES AND EARS TAKE THE STRAN ...,

AAARGHHH,,. Shock, Horrer, Gordon Bennett, would you believe it ? you better had, 'cos
we kid you not, Also through our Letter Box came these two rather Shocking Polaroids of
one of our Members being subjected to violent assault by Newspaper, if you can call the
Sunday Sport a Newspaper and Clothes Iine. Our apologies to those of you out there of a
Nervous disposition. Para Bar Steward is a lMember
of the 'EXISTS,THEREFORE AM' persuasion, i.,e, we
dont know anything more about him -than the Photo
captions impart, We have had to Censor the captions
slightly, personally we would have liked to have
left them as supplied
but we realise that
some of our readers
would have found the
Expletive undeleted,
a Tad offensive. Be
that as it may, the
Pics were anonymous
in that we dont know
who sent them, or
who would do such a
thing or things to an
inoffensive Bear,

] Apart from the fact
bf ) that Bar Steward Bear

-T’m**l Pear Reabs ABooT
LOQeLD AR T FAUNVA —

FoomD onN  Mmeoon) - wiTd
PARACUUTE « priord  \qQl.

Is someone, somewhere AarA - RO ReAe
trying to tuen ks 3nto Discovers HEIGAT.
a Rabbit the hard way,

or do his Minces in ? Ox FoRD \Q - Aq-q.

is from from Oxford,

and that they were ta-
ken this year, the Fo-
laroids tell us zilch,

Will we get any mo-
re shockers like this?
will the Sod who did
this Own Up Ywe'll let
you know,




D18,DIB,DIB ... DOB,DOB.DOB... .

Dropnik Dibble, or should that be
Officer Dibble, of Thatcham in Berks
sends News of what he and his Para
Fauna are ua to . Fossibly our first
Boy Scout Member, no Cari, not you,
the Bear, lMr Dartmoor, for that is
his name is Togged up in Official,
Dib , Dib,Dob gear, complete with
the all important Woggle, How, you
& may ask does a Bear get name like

B Dartmoor?,
- ! We are assured that the name Dar-
tmoor is from Carls Scout Troop, but
“A | in all probability Mr Dartmoors Dad
2 at one time was doing a 10 Stretch
scis | in that infamous Slammer on the lMoor

HARDHAT '
AREA

|
| |

3 %4 * # | and when he and his Missus had their first
= P e - O Cub, they got all nostalgic, and the
- rest is History.
Mr Dartmoor We are also informed that Mr D,

was also involved in a Fund
raising exercise recently to help send his dropnik to
a Jamboree in Korea, One of Mr Dartmoors friends
was involved in in a weird escapade of late, He was
forced to spend a night stuck up a Tree after going off = o
course abit, However he was eventually rescued, +® 4o°°q,°°°

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS, PUNKIN' KINDU  ~55:=

By now you may have noticed the Warnming Notices around H :
and about this Newsletter. We are indebted to Theodore 1
Edward O'Bear of New Jersey for these, We said once before
that Theo was smarter than the average Bear, and these Not-
ices prove it. Knowing that we were becoming awash with
stupid Directives from those overpaid Eurocrats in Brussels,
Theo decided to launch a pre-emptive strike,Guessing that it
was only a matter of time before Euromitters and their Ilk
decided that Bearbombing was harmful to your health, Theo
had the warning notices printed, on the principle that as
these Eurocrat Nutters are like Rust, i.e. they never sleep,
we ought to get in first.

We'd also like to thank Theo and his mate Len for this
piece of Pumkin Chunkin‘Info, It would appear that around
November time when people are up to the back teeth with B o TS
Pumpkins, they have a' FUNKIN CHUNKIN’competition, to see how| y-0VE The-Rred Jack the worlds largest
far they can befired (over 1,000 ft) when the Competition is| punkin'1,000 feet. or fauna a mile
over, the Greater Delaware Valley Kite Mob borrow One Eyed "
Jack for Bearbombing in a no Wind situation., We dont have full details of how the GDVKS
are getting on at this, but we have heard Rumours of strange Furry U.F.0's being reported
by Aircraft en route to Newark Airport

S g . s

Yes, a bumper Bundle of Mindless Drivel, you should be
so lucky. Suppose you could say we're just a bit Barmier than

- we usually are , fact is,we can dish out, what we get in, no
‘BOQING OL‘D more, So its up to you dear Readers, after all, we know that
the PO Faced Kiters are a soft touch, but this is the second

FAPT[ straight issue where we have'nt had a go at them, possibly a

. reflection of the amount of info you are se us, so keep

J it coming, CHEERS..., The usual to the usual. 48 Laurel Lane,
e D<Vif pwgong 05t Drevton, Midax, UB7. 7TY. U.K.(The Teddytorial)




Will you feel the
"Winds of Change'"
in 1992?

Help Us Organise a National Kiteflying
Event to Raise Funds for Charitable
Projects.

Those of you who sell kites, organise a
festival or run a local kite group should
have received a letter and questionnaire
from Balance of Nature. (Please call us
if you haven't!) The response to date has
been enthusiastic, as it has been from the
boomerang and frisbee fraternities. If you
are wondering what Balance of Nature
and "Winds of Change' are all about,
here (briefly) is the story so far...

Balance of Nature is a company which
organises events for sponsors and non-
profit organisations, and markets ethical
products and services as a cause-related
business. Our proceeds, less costs, go to a
range of beneficiaries spanning cultural,
environmental and social projects. We are
currently examining the feasibility of a
new project for 1992, "Winds of Change’,
which aims to increase the awareness and
profile of kiteflying and other "air sports”,
while fundraising for a number of
beneficiaries.

On The Road...

Throughout next summer we are planning
a Balance of Nature "Roadshow' to visit
kite festivals, plus many other venues- for
example seaside resorts- where we would
like the help of local groups and enthusiasts
to arrange displays. As a "finale"” we plan
to create a New Weekend Event featuring:

*Kite Displays *Kite Competitions
*Hot Air Balloons * Airships
*Parachutes *Paragliding
*Boomerangs *Wind Energy
*Frisbee Tournament * Balloon Race

sEnvironmental Displays * Beneficiary Exhibits

Naturally the exact format, nature and size
of the entire project will also depend on the
commercial sponsorship we attract, but if well-
supported in 1992 'Winds of Change' could
become an on-going project promoting
kiteflying and other "airsports”, initially
throughout the UK but potentially further
afield as well.

Your Ideas Please

YOU, the kiteflying enthusiasts of Britain,
should have a say in how the event can
be mutually beneficial to kiteflying and
Balance of Nature - suitable ideas can then be
incorporated early on. One idea is to produce
an educational package for schools and youth
groups, so ideas from your experience with
childrens' workshops, scout groups, etc., would
be especially welcome. We also hope to
produce a magazine to accompany the project,
and this will include directory listings of kite
events, local groups and suppliers- but what
else would you like to see in it.? Give us the
benefit of your experience and . . .

CALLUSFORA
QUESTIONNAIRE!

This Is An Event Where You Can Pull
The Strings!

D

\I/

BALANCE OF NATURE

Please address all correspondence to:
Andy Ridler, Balance of Nature, 93 Lion Road,
Twickenham TW1 4HT
Tel: 081-744 1555 Fax: 081-744 2698




Midlands & ' - -~y
R UPDATE
Fliers

CHANGES AT THE TOP OF THE LINE

When Derek and Chrissie Kuhn took on the jobs of Secretary, and Treasurer of the
Midlands Kite Fliers they had a ““very hard act to follow’’. Bill and Rena Souten
had held these offices since the birth of the club and had done a sterling job over
the years. However, Derek and Chrissie very quickly made their mark, and have
been instrumental in developing the club to its present stage of evolution, i.e. a
club with a strong membership and a number of major projects ‘“under its belt’’,
including two international festivals.

Unfortunately, due to personal circumstances, (like a new addition to the family,
Derek setting up his own computer applications consultancy, etc...) they have
found it no longer possible to continue to give the Club the time and effort they
believe it deserves. They therefore, all be it reluctantly, announced their resigna-
tions at the club Annual General Meeting, on 17th November, 1991.

Derek and Chrissie - from the whole club, and myself, a VERY BIG thank you
for all you’ve done, have a well earned rest!

Don Eccleston
Chairman
Midlands Kite Fliers

Please send all future correspondance to :-




Allan and Lesley Gilbert first began flying
kites three years ago. It all started on holiday in
Cornwall when their daughter suggested get-
ting a kite to fly on the beach. ‘“Kites are stupid
they never fly for me’” said Allan. However not
deterred they bought a small two line kite and sure
enough it wouldn’t fly for Allan - mainly because
he didn’t know his right hand from his left. In fact
itisreported it performed like a whirling Dirvisher
the minute he got his hands on the handles. They
alsobought three small Brookites and he was soon
hooked on a delta and spent the remainder of that
holiday looking at bigger and better kites. Thus
fired he decided to look at making a kite and by
chance found Schimmelpfennig’s ‘Making and
Flying kites’ in the library.

In another book he found the address of Malvern
Kites and on a visit there saw the Bristol Kite Fes-
tival advertised and that’s when Lesley got hooked
- approaching the festival site and seeing all those
magnificent kites in the air really fired her enthu-
siasm to ‘have a go’.

They joined the MKF in January 1990 and started
making initially very simple, single line kites of
all types, getting to know the various properties of

Allan Gilbert
Treasurer MKF
&
Lesley Gilbert
Secretary MKF

each one. They graduated on to bigger kites and
have now started to decorate some of those earlier
models. They have both made and bought some
two line kites but both will say that their first
preference is for single lines, for Lesley the inter-
est is in making them, seeing they fly well and
then going on to the next project. Allanis the one
who will stand out in all weathers at every oppor-
tunity with a kite up aloft. He, by the way, is the
fellow with the floppy leather hat. Lesley, by her
own admittance, is a fair weather flyer.

In 1990 they visited the Dieppe festival and went
on to the first festival to be held in East Berlin on
the following weekend. They have flown at most
of the festivals held in England and in September
this year were part of a group which represented
the MKF at Belfast.

Lesley and Allan are both social workers. Allan’s
other interests are; officiating at competitive
swimming galas, sitting for hours in front of a
computor and he’s a school governor. Lesley
enjoys gardening and dossing. They have four
children, three cats and an open house at Leices-
ter if you happen to be in the area.

Ian Meredith
Publicity/News Editor

Unfortunately, there is no known photo-
graph of Ian Meredith and so I will attempt to
describe him. Ian professes to have a kite al-
though no-one has ever seen it. Due to his quiet,

reserved nature he is virtually unknown outside
of the MKF club. He keeps fit due to the fact that
he doesn’t eat junk food or drink alcohol and he is
best described as a fair weather flyer. Err erm
that’s about it.

Kevin Conkright




Don Eccleston, having for many years been
the local kiteflying eccentric of Stafford, joined
the Midlands Kite Fliers in 1979, shortly after it
was formed. The first real club activity in which
he participated was project KARA (Kite Altitude
Record Attempt) in 1980.

Don has a very wide taste in, and collection of,
kites. His interests range from single liners to
quad line stunt kites, and from Indian fighters to
bird kites, to big beasties like the Jorvik Serpent
kite (over 500 metres long!).

One of his favourite pastimes is chin-wagging
with fellow kitefliers at kite meetings and festi-

Don Eccleston
Chairman MKF

vals, (so have your latest kiting stories ready for
when you see him).

He became Chairman of the Midlands Kite Fliers
in 1978, at the same time Derek and Chrissie
Kuhn took on the responsibilities of Secretary and
Treasurer. The three of them worked very well
together until Derek and Chrissie’s retirement at
this year’s AGM.

Don says he is sure the new ‘‘team’’ of himself,
Allan and Lesley Gilbert, and Ian Meredith
(Publicity Officer) will work equally well to-
gether to make the club better (if that is pos-
sible!!!). He has set out bellow how he sees the job
of Chairman.

WHAT DOES THE CHAIRMAN DO?

When asked by Ian Meredith, our new Publicity Officer, to do a brief resume of how I see the job of Chairman,

I was tempted to come out with the old one liner *“as little as

..... ** However, in fairness to Ian I'1l try to be a little more

helpful, and list some of the more important things I feel the club Chairman should try to do.

Be prepared to give encouragement/guidance to
new members in the early stages of their

Listen to the membership and guide the club’s activities towards the requirements identified.

kite flying development. And encourage other

established kite fliers to do the same.

interests of its members.

Represent the Club at Festivals, and promote the

Encourage contact and the communication of ideas
about the sport/hobby of kite flying to other kite
fliers, clubs, organisations, and the general public.

Now if any of this sounds pompous to you, I’'m sorry, it ain’t intended that way.

Don Eccleston
Chairman, Midlands Kite Fliers




Changes

As you may or may not have realised ““fings aint wot they used
to be”’. The changes of the MKF officers also means that there
will inevitably be some changes in the way that things are done.

Subscriptions

Previously, one years member-
ship of the MKF ran from
January to December, this in
some cases deterred people
form joining the club during
the year. However, this situ-
ation has now changed (due to
computerisation) and a one
year membership will last for
one whole year from the time
of joining.

Subscriptions will remain the
same for 1992 as they were for
1991.

Club Newsletter

A new club newsletter will be
published at a regular period, it
is hoped to provide a minimum
of four issues a year, more if
contributions are forthcoming.

What You Get

Membership of the Midlands
Kite Fliers will now entitle you
to the following benefits:-

Fours Issues of the Kiteflier
MKF Club Newsletter
Club Directory

Public Liability Insurance
(at all the club’s Fly-Ins and
Festivals.)

Membership Cards

(allowing discount at most kite retailers
throughout the country.)

If you are interested in more

details and an application

form, then please write to

Allan & Lesley Gilbert.

Directory of Members

A club directory will be pro-
duced in 1992, and this will be
available to the MKF member-
ship only. Each member will
be allowed one entry into the
directory, and this will consist
of :-

Name

Address

Tel. No.

Kite Flying Details,
Transport

The Name, Address and
Telephone number is optional
and it is assumed that the in-
formation is not used unless
otherwise stated.

Having a directory allows
members to be able to get in
touch with each other and also
indicates to new members who
to turn to for help and advice.

Another useful feature is
Transport, this will indicate
whether a member would
require a lift to festivals or
other flying sites thus helping
out with the costs of the jour-
ney and also being able to
attend extra events.

Festival

British Gas Kitefly 92

As I am sure all of you now
know, there is going tobe a
country wide kite festival on
April 20th 1992 in aid of
Spinal Research. Birmingham
is taking part in this event and
once again it will be situated at
Cofton Park, Longbridge. The
events around the country will
receive the most amount of
publicity ever known for a
kiting event, this is due to the
fact that it is all in aid of
charity and is sponsored by
British Gas.

The Spinal Research charity
will hopefully raise their target
from these events and the
profile of kiting in the UK will
certainly be on the tips of
everyones tongues, tele’s,
radios and newspapers. If
every member of every UK
club attended their local event
and the expected number of
children participate then there
will be more kites in the air in
one day than anyone has ever
seen.

If any traders or kiteflyers
wish to attend the Birmingham
event then please contact Allan
and Lesley Gilbert.

And Finally.......

Happy New Year From

The
Midlands
Kite Fliers




GREENS KITES have been designing and
manufacturing quality kites for over |5 years.
All their kites are manufactured in the U.K. in
their own factory.

Standard range of approximately |00 models.

6ft Cody War Kites

i @ 9ft Cody War Kites
T 9ft Cody Compound Kites

Stunt Sport Kites
New designs now available,

with more to follow

Stratoscoops

The worlds most
powerful soft kite.
Wide range of sizes

Voted By Readers Survey In Kitelines Magazine

(as published in USA)
Most favoured European Manufacturer — GREENS KITES
Most favoured Single Line Manufacturer — GREENS KITES
4th Most Favoured Brand overall — GREENS KITES

Check Out GREENS KITES Dyneema Kite-Line

Fantastic quality high-performance sport kite-line
50Ib break |00Ib break |50lb break
All on 100 metres spools
You'll be amazed at the price - and the performance.

Developed by Greens Kites and manufactured in the U.K.
U.S.A. quality at U.K. prices.

GREENS KITES are available from a network of stockists world-wide.

To help you get excellent service we have given the following shops the status of major stockists,
and they are experts at mail order.

Three major stockists of GREENS KITES with comprehensive mail order service:-

Manchester Model Shop Howes of Oxford Sussex Model Centre
209 Deansgate 9/ 10 Broad Street | & 2 Teville Gate
Manchester Oxford Worthing

M3 3NW Tel: 0865 242407 West Sussex

Tel: 061-834-3972 BNII TUA

Tel: 0903 207525
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BRIGHTON KITE FLYERS AGM 20th October 1991

Thanks to all, including Jake the Dog, who braved the cold to
attend our AGM at The Downs Hotel, Woodingdean, and also to
Maurice Sawyer and John Hill for their suggestions by way of
letter. The agenda and outcome are as follows:-—

Vacant posts to be filled:— Magazine Editor:- Having battled
through a frenzy of enthusiastic volunteers I have landed the
job — so here I am like it or lump it! (who says no one else was
willing to take it on)7?! Secretary:— No response as yet — so
where are all you budding enthusiastic secretaries hiding? Watch
this space.

Permanent fly—-in site and frequency of fly—-ins:— After many
years of varying our sites fortnightly throughout Sussex, it was
agreed that with effect from 1st January 1992 we will fly on:-—

1st Sunday in the month at Hollingbury (Grid Ref.1928T7TQ 324 083)
3rd Sunday in the month at Telscombe Tye(Grid Ref.198TQ 392 017)

‘The main reason being that cur previous ten sites were meant to
accomodate our more far flung flying members — but as the same
die-hards turn up at most of the fly—-ins there seems little
point 1in all that unnecessary travel. The general concensus was
that the new arrangement is easier to remember (where have all
the brain cells gone)? and also to pass on to enquiring Joe
Public/potential members rather thanmn having to fumble for a
complex and varied fly—-in list, which I'm sure I am not the only
one never to have it in my back pocket when required!

Competitions at fly—-ins:— Yes — all agreed this would be a fun
idea and from the New Year we will be running a solo Rokkaku
fighting competition on the _l1st Sunday and an altitude challenge
on the 3rd Sunday of each month. A minimum of six events in each
must be attended and each competitors cumulative six best scores
in each event will be totalled to qualify for an end of year
trophy.

New Club logec:— Oh yes — we need one — all ideas in by 1st March
1992 please. Bear in mind that it has to work at all sizes, i.e.
letterheads, badges, and tee shirts - which brings me neatly to
the next point.

Club tee shirts:— When a new logo has been decided upon we will
invest some money (if we have any by then) in printing club tee
shirts / sweatshirts for sale to members and also for sale at
the festival to raise club funds.
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KITE EXHIBITION AT HOVE MUSEUM

Unfortunately notice of this six week summer event was too short
to go into the July issue of the magazine. It was a small

exhibition of Asian kites from India, Malaysia and China - well
displayed and well described in English and Chinese, and
complemented by a series of related events - talks, workshops,

demonstrations and videos. Tim Wilcocks, the Curator, contacted
me in early June to see if the Brighton Kite Flyers could run
any kite workshops to complement the exhibition. Having never
done this before I consulted with colleagues and we decided to
"go for 1it". Danny Steer was the only one with any experience,
having assisted Takeshi Nishibayashi several vyears before. We
set wup an adult workshop and childrens workshop in morning and
afternoon sessions for each, plus invitations to fly—-ins on the
Downs and an afternoon demonstration of all types of kite flying
in the local park. Tha adult workshop was very successful,
despite the small numbers who attended (six). With Ray, Toody,
Andy, Mik and Danny helping, everyone made a small fringed delta
from Tyvek, which took about 2 hours. I tried to avoid any use
of a sewing machine, but was forced to use it for the spine
pocket - everything else was glueﬁ with PVA or Sellotaped. The
afternocon was spent flying on Hove beach in a fresh breeze. O0One
girl; left 1in charge of her boyfriend’'s kite, tried to wind it
in and accidentally let go of the handle, which kept the kite
ballasted as it flew across the town. It was last seen flying
from a TV aerial!

Ray Dakhill.

CHILDRENS WORKSHOP

Having breezed nonchalantly through the adult workshops on a
virtually one to one basis (this is a doss I thought)! - we were
somewhat shocked on arrival to find both childrens sessions
fully booked and one crucial member of out team still in bed to

boot! (phew - not me this time)'! Now twenty four children may
sound like peanuts to those of you well versed in the workshop
scene (thinks - all hail to The Master, Bill Souten - how did

you manage 700 at Bristol)?! But we poor novices had never done
this before. We made Jim Rowlands pocket sleds from brightly
coloured plastic and tape - which were eagerly decorated on
completion. Despite our anxieties we found both groups a delight
to teach, bar the inevitable little herbert persistently wanting
to know at what stage the machine guns should be attached to the
creation! Following each session the children test flew their
kites, which with great exdtement, flew without exception - a
miracle to be sure - mostly due to Jim's superb design, Ray’'s
forward planning and Andy’'s preparation and presentation - (so
all those years of watching John Noakes eventually paid off). At
the end of a tiring but totally exhilarating day we felt that we
had easily learned as much, if not more, than our valiant young
students! Thanks to Andy, Mik, Peter and Derek.
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Workshops:— It was decided that in months with five Sundays we
hope to hold a workshop of some description on the "odd"
Sundays, possibly at Cardinal Newman School, Hove. The dates
will be:-—

May 31st 1992 - August 30th 1992 — November 29th 1992
Times and projects to be decided and notified in the next issue.

Changing the bank account to a Building Society:— A unanimous
"ves" — we need all the interest we can get.

Kite Society associate membership:— Presently BKF subs stand at
£7.00 per member for associate membership of The Kite Society,
which entitles you to the quarterly "Kiteflier" magazine, but no
other benefits. Therefore it was agreed to raise the BKF sub to
£fB8.00 with effect from May 1992, entitling everone to the full
benefits of The Kite Society, ie. free entry to 0ld Warden twice
yearly (currently costing £3.50 each and rising annually), also
nationwide shop discounts. Plus the benefit of having a gold
card to flash in your wallet of course!

So we got through it in the end with the help of a few beers. We
hope that Yyou all approve of the outcome - but if not then
perhaps you should have been there to air your views.

Wishing you all a Happy New Year and fair winds for 19922. We
welcome your contributions be they festival write ups, kite
designs, general tips, cartoons, Jjokes or just scraps of info -
please send them in .... we welcome anything (just about)'!

Toody Oakhill
Editor.

Co—-ordinator — Ray 0Oakhill

Membership Secretary — Peter Jones
Editor - Toody Oakhill

Treasurer - Toody Oakhill

Competitions Manager — Mik Jennison
PR Officer - Andy Dalgleish

Festival Safety Officer — Danny Steer
Secretary - Vacancy, watch this space.

Festival Marshalls — do you fancy yourself in a red baseball cap
fluorescent yellow waistcoat? All posers please apply!
Seriously though - we do need more help at the Festival.

All articles for inclusion in Aerodyne should be addressed to:-
Toody Oakhill, The Editor, Brighton Kite Flyers, &,Hartfield Road
Saltdean, Brighton, East Sussex. BN2 BRE.

BRIGHTON KITE FESTIVAL 1992

Advance notice of this event to be held at the usual venue -
Waterhall Playing Fields, Patcham on Saturday 16th and Sunday
17th May 1992. Further details and car passes will be in the
April edition of "The Kiteflier".
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TALKS ON KITES.

"Tale of the Kite: 3000 Years of Kite Flying" by Danny Staples.
This was an excellently compiled, comprehensive history from the
year dot to around the Peter Powell era - well illustrated with
slides. It is a pity that it stopped there, considering the
dramatic developments of recent years. However time was limited,
even though some of wus could quite happily have stayed all
evening. Sorry if the BKF mob caused you to go rather pale Danny

when you realised that we were in attendance - we really don’'t
know everything about kites - honest - some of us just think we
do!

"Kites Over Kelantan" by Bill Farrington. This was a truly
fascinating account - what this man does not know about
Malaysian kites really can't be worth knowing! An information
packed talk covering all aspects was complemented by a show of
Bill's own slides, all delivered with such an effervescent
enthusiasm that it couldn’'t help but rub off on his audience. Of
particular interest was Bill's collection of Malaysian kites -
especially the collapsible Wau Bulan and samples of the various
stages in traditional Malaysian kite decoration. Those intricate
hand cut paper layers/stencils had to be handled to be believed.

KITE DEMONSTRATION

Thanks to a brilliant PR job by the museum, our August kite
demo at the Neville Recreation Ground, Hove, was very well
attended. We crammed the available sky with as many and varied
collection as could be mustered from the murky depths of our
combined kite bags in order for the uninitiated to "have a go".

Needless to say a fair amount of time was spent patching up
the remains of kites that were brought along in varying
states of disrepair. This proved to be a very rewarding
activity - I am always gobsmacked when anything that I have
a hand in mending actually flies! Ray, Mik and myself put on
an impromtu team ....er.....well I don't think it really
qualified for the description "display"” - we don' t fly
together so often - but we gave the general idea of team
flying anyway — (such modesty)!

Much fun was had by all - shame that the press and film crew
didn‘t turn up then instead of the following morning at
?.00am at our Race Hill fly—-in - only to find one lone die
hard, early bird member, Peter, in zero wind conditions! I
don’'t know quite what amazing display they were expecting to
discover at that time on a Sunday morning -—
especially without notice - who were those guys anyway? Oh
well - yet another chance for fame and fortune blown away!

Toody Oakhill.




afts

See the ZONDA 54
THE PURPOSE DESIGNED
TRAINER STUNT KITE
R.R.P. £33.95

COMPLETE

Contact your local dealer for
a brochure of the 92 range
or telephone:
Air~Crafts 0604-863571
for your nearest stockist.




New for ’92

Well, at present (Dallas Kite Trade
association show next week!) the only
major new items for 1992 are Stunt
Kites and Still Air Toys. Single line
kites seem to be almost totally out of
favour with manufacturers for now.

In stunt kites we have the (new) Lite-
Flite Radial, the (new) Chicago Fire
Bee Dart, the (almost new) Skynasaur
Ultrawing 96, the (new) Silent
Speedwings and (old) Top of the Line
Kites (at new reduced prices!).

The LiteFlite Radial is our own preci-
sion/freestyle kite- the kite is a low
aspect ratio indented, battened sail
swept wing with sail stretchers on
front & rear cross spars and a unique
self-adjusting moving point bridle sys-
tem. What all this means in practice is
that the kite will fly from about 5mph
to 25mph, is unstallable, can be
launched from nearly any position
(except face down,nose into wind)
and does a number of totally un-
reasonable things that were previous-
ly in the province of 4 line kites. It's
not cheap (fancy ultra strong 5.9mm
carbon etc), but | suspect we’ll sell all
we can make!

The Chicago Fire Bee Dart is the
english assembled version of the or-
iginal design. A large wing stunter, the
Bee Dart has been flown in Competi-
tion by the Chicago Fire team for the
last two years with great success (see
1991 Great Lakes video- they are fly-
ing three stacks!). Sparred in Beman
5.5mm carbon, the CFBD is immacu-

lately finished and available in a num-
ber of different colour combinations
(worker, drone, queen etc).

By cutting slightly more billow into the
sail of the Speedwing it has been
found to be possible to eliminate the
trailing edge buzz that can be rather
annoying to some people. All Super
Speedwings are now silent and a si-
lent small model is available (as well
as the standard "noisy" small model).
Speed & light wind performance ap-
pear to be unaffected by this change
although mixing silent and noisy in
train might not be a good idea- we've
yet to try this.

As last year we have a separate
colour stunt kite catalogue describing
most of our “"standard" stunt kites
(called- imaginatively- Stunt Kites
1992)- we also have 50-60 other stunt
kites that don’t make it into this cata-
logue (and spare parts for these!)- if
you are looking for something do ask-
we wouldn’t normally list something
unless we have 5-10 in"stock- we
have a lot of 1-3’s of various things.

For when the wind drops (or if you
just feel playful) we now stock a Ii-
mited range of Estes model rockets
and accessories (plain rockets- no SF
models & no military). Powered by
small solid fuel, electrically fired mot-
ors these rockets can be either plain
fun or serious- they make a small
rocket launched camera and a num-
ber of payload lifting models. Separ-
ate list/notes should be available now.

The Kite Store Ltd, 48 Neal Street, London WC2H 9PA.
Tel; 071 836 1666 Fax; 071 836 2510.
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