





































































































a single, price includes full English Breakfast.

Other accommodation: a comprehensive accommodation brochure is available -from Avril (please enclose
a SAE)

Camping: The organisers would like to thank the people who camped last year for making such a good job
of cleaning the site as it means that once again the campers can use the same site with all its facilities -
toilets, showers etc. The camp site will be available from Friday through to Sunday cost is £5.00 for the
weekend, please note spaces are limited so book early.

Car passes: free parking will be available for Kite Society members. Again SAE to Avril.

Saturday Night Party: This year the saturday night activities will take place on the festival site. There will
be a Marquee with space heaters! and the food will be served by one of the food vendors on site. Tickets
cost £10.00 per person, £5.00 for child. For this you will receive a ticket for production at the food vendor,
and free booze (until it runs out - but you are welcome to bring your own). Both Carnivores and vegetarians
will be catered for. After the food there will a short auction to raise money to pay for next years overseas
guests, this will be followed by an illuminated (well a few spotlights) and musically accompanied (Barry on
the P.A.) night fly.

Check List for the Festival:

1. Accommodation - Redwood Lodge or other
2. Camping

3. Car Passes

4. Saturday Night Party

All from Avril at the above address by 1st September. Please enclose a SAE.

Dieppe International Kite Festival 19th and 20th September.

The 7th International Dieppe Kite Festival will take place between the 12th and 20th of September with the
main weekend being the 19th and 20th of September. Once again there will an impressive gathering of kite

flyers from around the world including U.S.A., Brazil, New Zealand, Australia, Japan, Thailand and Korea.
This is the one international kite festival not to be missed.

For English Kitefliers it is an easy journey, using the Newhaven to Dieppe ferry (the festival site is within
very easy walking distance of the ferry terminal). If you are an AA member there is a special promotion
(with a special voucher you should have received with your AA Magazine) available at AA shops 50% can
be saved on the standard return "All-in-Car" fare with Sealink (Stena line). They also have an European
Short Breaks brochure in which they do a short break to Dieppe with a choice of accommodation.




Registration for all of the U.K. attendees is being coordinated through the Kite Society and you should
complete the form below for each person attending. Registration will entitle you to a free meal on the
Saturday evening. In addition there is free accommodation available in a hostel as well as free camping for
Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights - space is limited in the hostel so register early. Indicate on the form
if you wish either of these.

Name:

Address:

Post Code Telephone

Meal Saturday 19th September. Yes No

Hostel Yes No Nights required.
Camping Yes No Nights Required.

THIS FORM SHOULD BE RETURNED TO THE KITE SOCIETY, 31 GRANGE ROAD, ILFORD,
ESSEX IG1 1EU BY 7TH AUGUST.

Other Events

Mick Parsons of West Cornwall Sport Kite Centre is organising a week long kite festival at Gwithian which
is near Hayle in Cornwall. The Dates are from September 26th to October 4th, and the whole festival is in
aid of a Down Syndrome Charity. During the week there will be attempts at the World record for speed
racing with kite buggies as well as displays of power kites etc. There is ample car parking and camping near
the site and trade stalls enquiries are welcome (there is no charge for trading but traders will be expected
to donate prizes). Further details from West Cornwall Sport Kite Centre, 5a Green Market, Penzance,
Cornwall TR18 2SG. Tel 0736 331233.

The Canterbury and District and the Tunbridge Wells and District Samaritans are joining forces to hold a
Kite festival at the Palm Bay Recreation Ground in Thanet as a way of raising funds and to increase
awareness of their service available to all age groups. Those traders selling kites and related equipment who
are willing to give demonstrations throughout the afternoon will be entitled to a free pitch. Also, any clubs
able to attend and give demonstration flights will not be charged the admission. For further details contact
Heather Town on 0843 228727 or 0892 545596.

Ian Brett of the Northampton Kite Fliers (0604 843374) has written to inform us of The Northampton Hot
Air Balloon Festival being held on 14th, 15th and 16th of August at The Northampton Racecourse. This
along with other activities will feature kite flying.




The Kite Society of Great Britain National Single Line Competitions.

These competitions will once again be taking place during the Bristol International Kite Festival, 5th and
6th of September. These competitions are an ideal opportunity for kitefliers to display their kite making
skills to both their peers and members of the general public.

The rules for all competitions are as follows:-

The competition is open to Kite Society members only.

All kites entered must be the product of the entrant and be entirely home made.

No person who earns more than 50% of their income from kite making will be allowed to compete.
Each entrant can enter as many categories as required but only one kite can be entered for each
category.

The competition categories are:-

1. Flat Kite

2. Soft Kite - one with no rigid spars

3. Cellular Kite

4. Peoples Choice (this category is decided by public voting during the event).

All competitions will take place simultaneously. Please listen for announcements over the P.A. for the exact
time.

Each entrant will be required to register with the judges who will tour the competition area and, for the flat,
soft and cellular categories) award marks in the following areas:

1. Craftsmanship.
2. Flight Characteristics (the kite must fly).
3. Artistic Design.

Each area can earn a maximum of 10 points.

So all it needs is for members to get busy with their creations and register on the day.




THE KITE SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

The Kite Society of Great Britain was founded in 1979 and, since then, has grown to be recognised as the leading organisation
for kite flying in Great Britain with over 1500 members worldwide.

The main vehicle of communication between members is the quarterly publication “THE KITEFLIER", which is published
in January, April, July and October every year. THE KITEFLIER contains news of forthcoming kite festivals, kite retailer
news, kite plans, kite group news and a comprehensive events list.

In addition the Kite Society organises an annual convention, and kite festival, where guest speakers are invited to talk about
their specialist area of kites making and flying. At the same time the Annual Dinner and Kite Auction is held giving members
the opportunity to obtain rare and unusual kites at reasonable prices.

Other benefits of membership include free, or reduced, entry into selected kite festivals in the UK., special parking
arrangements where possible, discount - from 5% to 15% - on all kite purchases from the majority of kite retailers in the UK.

A membership "year” runs for four issues of THE KITEFLIER, plus other occasional mailings. Each member receives a
membership card entitling them to free entry and discount.

If you wish to join the Kite Society please fill in the form below and send it, with your payment, to the address shown. All

cheques, postal orders and money orders should be made payable to The Kite Society and, for overseas members, should be
drawable in the U.K. and be in sterling.

=
Membership Type Fee
Individual £5.00
Family - all members in the same household. £7.00
Overseas - Europe and Surface mail. £7.00
Overseas - Airmail £10.00
Name Family Members
Address
Post Code
Telephone
(*) This is a RENEWAL / NEW MEMBERSHIP. (For renewals please give old membership number X

*) New members please state which issue your membership should start with JANUARY / APRIL / JULY /
OCTOBER.

Please send this form with payment to:

THE KITE SOCIETY of GREAT BRITAIN
31 GRANGE ROAD

ILFORD

ESSEX, 1G1 1EU.

The information given above will be held on computer. The sole purpose of this is to send you your magazines and other
occasional mailings from The Kite Society. (*) 1 have / do not have objections 1o the above information being held on computer.

(*) Delete those not applicable.




FLY THE

PROCHEETAH

The lean, mean new team machine from Rare Air Kite Co.

Equipped with AIRSPILL® for that easy ride
2-20 mph. wind range

Beman PRO COMPETITION 5.5 frame
Carrington Novare K42 kite fabric

105" wing span

9.5 oz. of smooth quiet flying

Lightning response for daring manouevres.

AIRSPILL®

A unique sail venting system
combining leading edge vents
and trailing edge vents to
regulate the airflow through
and over the wing. This results
in extremely smooth, quiet
flying, enhanced lift in low
winds, steady speed, controlled
tight turns, and rail-straight
tracking.
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RARE AIR SPORTKITES ARE
AVAILABLE AT YOUR
FAVOURITEKITE STORE.

© Rare Air
Made in UK
Design and__
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TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME

' The Island, Porthgwidden Beach, St.lIves, Cornwall TR26 1SY Tel/Fax 073
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THE NEWSLETTER OF THE BRIGHTON KITE FLYERS

Hi fellow kite nutters! No doubt you are enjoying this new kite
season as much as I am so far. It’s hardly been worth unpacking
bags between Festivals! Hope you have been rooting for the local
heros "TOP MARX" - "The Menacing BEF Team Rokkaku Crew” (It’'s
not over yet)!

BRITISH GAS FLY

Despite the unfortunate lack of wind this event had an excellent
turn out at Waterhall, Patcham. Many thanks to Colin Embers, who
raised £500 from sponsorship, to Air Born Kites for raising a
further £800 plus sponsorship to come, and also for mak;ng
the event possible. Last, but by no means least thanks to Mrs.
Hutt for re-donating her prize of a Pro-Stunt Kite for a
further raffle at the Brighton Kite Festival. All monies to the
International Spinal Research Trust.

WEYHOUTH INTERNATIONAL KITE FESTIVAL

Yes - the hard core have been on their travels yet again! Our
first big event of the season - brilliant sunshine, good winds,
and sand getting into everything. Initiation of "Groucho” (not
Goucho or Karl Marx - Mr. King please note)! This being our new
team rokkaku, designed and built by Mik Jennison and fought
by him together with fellow team mates, Ray
Oakhill, Andy Dalgleish ( the Samurai Bandit), and myself in
true warrior style. We did not expect a placing out of twenty
four, but gave our all, creating mayhem - wiping those seasoned
fighters "Organised Chaos" was success enough for us (sorry
boys)! Our team interview with the BBC was sadly wiped from

their showing of Parallel 8 - another c¢laim to fame on the
cutting room floor!

SWINDON KITE FESTIVAL

Saturday proved to be a good waterproofing test for our tents -
but good to chat to some familiar faces again in the meantime.
Late afternoon provided excellent conditions for 1lofting the
club mega Cody, BKF Stratoscoop and for a spot of stunt flying
until the sun went down. The White Horse mob very kindly laid on
an excellent barbie (veggie kebabs and all)! and an entertaining
evening was spent watching Don Mock’s slide show. Having managed
to get Groucho well and truly "treed”" and rescued in one
piece (phew), Ray, Andy and I were astounded to find that we
had scored sixth place in the UK Challenge event. Thanks to all

the WHEKF for a thoroughly enjoyable weekend - what a marvellous
bunch (and they juggle too)!




__AERODYNE THE NEWSLETTER OF THE BRIGHTON KITEFLYERS

BRIGHTON KITE FESTIVAL

What a scorching weekend - definitely in touch with the powers
that be! An estimated turn out of 10,000 provided an excellent
two days; and our extended car park still proved too small.

Competition Results

Altitude Challenge - Danny Steer
Solo Rokkaku - Leo Steer

Team Rokkaku - Sky Bums

Beer Lifting - Peter Jones (25 cans) \/
Indian Fighter (Entanglement) Challenge - Stafford Wallace

Best Kite - Pete Swan’s multicell tetrahedral

Best at the Fest - Leo Steer

Kiskeedee Car Challenge - Sat - Simon Hill. Sun - Bill Andrews

Brighton Kite Flyers Shield - Stafford Wallace

Eg}s shield is awarded each year to the person or persons that we
ave made the biggest contribution to kiting throughout the year.

A

Thanks to Christine Simpson (Deputy Mayor of Brighton) for
presenting the prizes, to Danny Steer for the free engraving of
the trophies, to Pat and Ron for their donation of the
Kiteability Tankard plus £5 voucher, and to Mik Jennison for the
prize of a silk butterfly kite.

Yet more thanks go to all the BEKF organisers and marshalls, who
made the event possible and safe. To all those who donated their
time and skills for the BEKF PFestival windsock. To Ron and
Stafford for their generous demos and kite donations. To John
Barker for his expert judging and BMISS demos, to George Webster
and Chris Croft for their commentaries. To Peter Jones for
returning my altitude challenge kite and 1lastly to Ray for
entertaining us all on Saturday night by falling off his chair!

SCUNTHORPE CONVENTION

Well worth the long trek by Andy, Paul, Estelle and myself which
was rewarded by a second placing in the UK Team Rokkaku event
(definitely improving)! Saturday evenings short stroll (1 hour
- s8till don't know who fed us that dud info)! to the local
drinking establishment proved well worth while, much kite
gassing and suspicious looks from the locals. Many thanks to Jim
Rowlands, Gill and Jon Bloom, for their organisation and to Mad

Eddy for entertaining us all.
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Kiting soars to greater heights

Flying kites
has undergone
a dramatic
revolution, reports
Caroline Mead

here is something exhila-

rating about being the

master of a kite dancing

and tugging in the wind,
ducking and diving at your com-
mands from the end of the lines on
a blustery day. And it is one of those
pastimes when parents and child-
ren to have fun together.

Kites have been flown in China
for centuries in dramatic celebra-
tions, and in India fighting kites,
their lines sharpened with ground
glass, battle to cut each other from
the sky. In Europe during the first
world war huge kites lifted men
into the sky for reconnaissance.

A few years ago kite festivals in
Britain attracted about 1,000
people. Today’s bigger events can
expect 10,000 as young and old are
gripped by the hobby which some
are turning into a sport.

Five-year-old Tamara Codman
from Felixstowe, Suffolk, was flying
her tiny plastic kite among a flock
of weird and wonderful models at a
festival on the South Downs near
Brighton last month. Towering
and flapping hundreds of feet
above her against the blue sky was a
huge face of Groucho Marx and a
pentagon of billowing nylon which,
in a strong wind, would take two
adults wearing protective gloves to
drag down again.

Yet Tamara's kite was just as
much fun as far as she was con-
cerned. 1 just hold the line until it
goes up then I pull at the line to get
it higher, then I run backwards,”
she said. When she's older she
would like a stunt kite.

Zoe Grise, aged ten, from Hove,
Sussex, was busy keeping her little
kite in the air in light winds.
“Sometimes it's difficult to make it
fly but then my dad helps me. It’s
really good fun,” she said.

It is a mistake to buy your
children a huge, expensive and
powerful kite in the belief that you
can control it while they “help”.
They will be bored stiff and, if the
kite dives down to hit someone,
injuries could result.

Kite-flying is not something
small children should do without
supervision, says Paul Thody, the
owner of Air Born Kites in Brigh-
ton, one of about 30 similar shops
to spring up around the country
over recent years. “Kites have
undergone a revolution,” he says.
“Instead of being made from a
plastic bag and some bamboo sticks
they are now much stronger and

aerodynamic.” The revolution has
been possible by the use of Ripstop
nylon, a fabric used for parachutes
and sails, strong but light graphite
for the frame, and lines lubricated
to avoid knots.

The Stunt Delta kite has an 8ft
span across its wings and looks like
a technicolour swallow in flight, yet
it weighs only 9'20z. The UFO kite
is made from two silvery ovals set
at right angles, which spin at
high speed when airborne. The
Gemini is a huge crisscross of
multicoloured fabric, like a giant
snowflake. There are many novelty

kites shaped like seagulls, bats, cats,
snakes and octopuses.

So, with this bewildering array
priced from £4 to £200, how does a
child know which to choose?

No reputable dealer will sell a
powerful kite to someone too young
and inexperienced to control it
Children should be accompanied
when making their purchase. The
lighter and stronger a kite, the
better it will perform, the smaller
the turning circle, the tighter the
turns. It will fly better in light winds
than others. This is what makes the
difference between a £4 and £200
model.

A four or five-year-old could start
with a £4 Garfield or Mickey
Mouse logo kite made from plastic,
with just one line, which will flutter
in the air but do little else.
*Children like to run around with
them but after the age of six they
lose interest in a one-line kite very
quickly, so it is better to start the
older ones off with a little stunt
kite,” Mr Thody says.

Stunt kites have two lines so that
they can loop, turn and dive. Plastic
versions start at £6. A more sophisti-
cated version in Ripsiop nylon costs
about £31 and would suit children
of eight or more who have fallen in
love with kite-flying. Once they real-
ly know how to handle a kite, the
superb Stunt Deltas start at £33,

® Air Born Kites. 97 Trafalgar Street,
Brighton, West Sussex BN 4ER (0273
676740). please send SAE for mail
order details.

® The Kite Society, 31 Grange Road,
liford, Essex, IG1 1EU (081-478 6668).
Send SAE for a list of clubs.

SUCCESSFULFLYING

THE art of flying a kite is easy
if you follow these guidelines:

® Small, inexpensive plastic
kites, or home-made paper affairs,
will tear easily, so do not'try to

fly them if it is blowing a gale.

® Kites for young children

should have lines with a breaking
strain of no more than about
401b. This is a safety measure: if
the wind is very strong, the line
will break and the kite fall nearby.
If the line did not break, the

kite could be dragged out of its
owner's hands and lost.

® Box kites can look very
attractive but they do not perform
as well as other designs.

® To get a kite into the air,

first let all the line out. Then,
while one person (the operator)
holds the end of the line, the other
should hold the kite at

shoulder height, standing the
same side as the line, with the
wind at their back. As the
operator gives the line a short,
sharp tug, the kite should lift.
Throwing kites into the air is

the most common reason for them
tumbling straight down.

@ Fly kites in a wide, flat area
away from trees and roads — and
never near powerlines. In

towns, winds will be more gusty
and unpredictable than, for
example, a beach, because they
are channelled by buildings.

@ By the age of 12, keen flyers
can probably handle a single 6ft-
wide Flexifoil under
supervision. This model (about
£60) is not powerful enough to
drag the owner along.

® The law allows kites to be
flown at up to 200ft. But some
clubs have permission to fly
kites at up to 1,500ft.

@ To make a stunt kite
perform, pull on the left line and it
will turn to the left; keep on
pulling and it will loop. Count
how many loops you do, then
do the same number in the
opposite direction to avoid
tangling the line.

@ If your kite will not perform
correctly, the bridling may need
adjusting: this is where your
lines meet the kite. Most have
marks to show where the lines
should be positioned.

If you've ever

longed to go fly a kite,

read the experts’

advice on how to

become an instant,

soaring success
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The Journal of the Bearly Made It Skydive Squad, The Intermational™~*T | [ 1
Brother and Sisterhood of Farachuting Flora and Fauna, and the U,K,

Ted Devils, CGovt Warning,.. Overdosing Mindless Drivel can lead to Addiction, Yoo Wot....

Soddin' 'ell, if our Masthead preanble gets any longer... As you can see, we thought
it was about time our Female Fauna got top billing, along with the Males, after all, any-
thing we can do they can just as well, if not better, with the added bomms that they can
give the average Dropnik G,B.H. of the ear 'oles on the way down, The other thing you
may have noticed is that we now aknowledge Farachuting Flora, Not that we've ever really
excluded them, after all if anyone wants to stick a Chute on a Metricated bag of Spuds,
thats fine by us.

No, the reason that we have included mention of Para Flora of a Soft Cuddley Toy
persuasion is an enquiry we have had from Martin (0dd Socks)Lester,the man whose Sky legs
have Sky Danced their way into a million Hearts, as to wether or not a soft cuddley Kiwi
Fruit, complete with Arms and Legs, that he owns is elligible for BMISS membership or not.

No probs Martin , come one come all( we wont Grass you up about your secret desire
to be a Dropnik, you've finally seen the Light) All you have to remember is the immortal
words of Theodore Edward O'Bear, " Stick a Chute on the Mother and watch the Sucker Fly"

Tunnel Vision ? Yep, its a fact, along with a proliferation of Fonytails, theres
also a marked increase in Fo Faced Kiters Tummel Vision. As with most of these afflictions
Tunnel Vision was predicted by that erstwhile Kite Sage, 0Old Tom in his Monumental Tome
"Rustic Kite Kraft", wotcha mean you aint got a copy. In the chapter entitled "Kiting ail-
ments and Remedies, its there for all to see, "Arrr Oyyy, Whaan Micklemasas draw Noyy,then
Po Faced doth Floy, be waarned.. For they see no woyder thaan a Wingspaan, 'an that aint a
lart, boy, if yew arr troying to retreeve hay Farna downwind", 0ld Toms remedy for Tunnel
Vision involves a Red Hot Foker and lots of Eye Watering, a full description of method you
can read for yourselves in 0ld Toms book,

® - = hike - . O.F., Yeah, we know what you:re thinking,
Titanic teddies i =i « Srmters vear Giarmt 1ast 1o

2 be further fom our minds, its just that
ull ShIPShape along with other Kiting ailments, such as
g
FEIE e

Flush Alopecia, which is caused by a blow
to the head from a Totalling Fauna, Tunnel
Vision, Stunters for the suffering of, must
be publicised,

T

The Piece about the Titanic Bears was
supplied by Dropnik Slater who pinched it
from the Shropshire Star., Cant see no men-
tion of Parachutes, but we include it for
what its worth., Dropnik Slater says that for the
Original Bear, it must have been a Bummer having
a Pic-nic on an Iceberg (Numb Bum?) its also ob-
vious that when the Shipwent down, they did'at
shout "Women and Bears First.

o o

The sinking of the Titanic was no picnic but
one teddy bear managed to get himself into the
history books by being the only bear to survive
it 2%

5 ; 7 “The original bear was

A special replica bear has found sticlg:ig out of the
been made by the pgcket of restaurant
Ironbridge toy firm, manager Gaspare Luigi
Merrythought, to  Gatti who drowned when
commemorate the B80th  the liner sank on her
anniversary of the  paiden voyage but the
Shﬁ:‘_“' k on April 12. bear was rescued and

ver Holmes, pro- R
rietor of the company, said: returned to his widow.

‘The original teddy is now "
in the R.lggchester Museum “He was the only bear
of Childhood, Lancashire. recovered from the water

“But we have decided to ~ and we have closely
make a limited edition of Ei*’deu;d ng bears on

- - . m,” e sﬂl C

$.000 special Titanic teddy ™Y Holmes said the new
’ bears will carry a White Star
Line ticket pinned to their
chests and would be similar
to the original in many
ways.

Owd Lad, the BMISS chief Correspondant from
" OOP NORTH" suggests a modification for BMISS/
IBSFFF/Stunters, Joint code of Conduct. Dont do
Totals on their heads whilst they are Practising,
it could ruin their concentration, Wait for the
Competition to take place,

Hello, Capstone Park Ron (an R.C,freind) who
says we cant give you, Doodle Bugs, a 90ft Dene
Hole, a Heat Wave with little Wind and a nice
little Kite Fest a mention, nuff said 77?7?77




R.C,

We were going to tell you about a Relatively new BMISS Branch who are based in the
Hayes area, that is we still are, but with a quick name change, we'll now have to get used
to "The Mini Skydivers" They were originally known as the "Mini Suicide Squad ", but after
an altercation at Weymouth, when a Six Year old told Dropnik Don Newing in no uncertain terms
that he would not let Don drop his Teddybear as the bear was'nt into Suicide, Don decided
that discretion was the better part of valour, hence we now have "The Mini Skydivers"

So its a big Hello to Bubba, Dwaine (sic) Clive,Rolly, C.J.,Clara and Edd and lots
more after recent Boot sales. Hey Don, how many did you drop at Capstone? 300 odd, no won-
der you had a sweat on,

Further to our Children in Need report in last R.C. Dropnik Adams tells us that the
Flaudits for raising all that Dosh, should go to Dropniks Les Taylor and Fete Hill. Glad
to put the record straight Guys, and well done for all your effort..

It would appear that new H.Q. mob member Baron (Ha) Mauser is no more an Aristo than
Rastachat, He's a Fleb, like the rest of us, His real name is Rheinmetall Borsig, but he
thought that Baron Mauser was Fosher, wot a Foser, Whilst we're on about names, we can
tell you some more about how H,Q. mob member "Walla, Walla, Cats Meat"got his name, This
woebegone Bear was made from a Minicraft Sew Yourself Kit, This poor bear looks as if he
was sewn together with a 71b Lump Hammer and a Brick Bolster, so you instantly know who
was responsible, yep the BOF strikes again,

Some unkind Soul, on seeing this bear for the
first time said"Gordon Bennett, that looks like
something the Cat dragged in, Cats Meat? Hence the
name "Walla,/Walla Cats Meat, Eat Brown Bread, Ever
seen a Donkey Drop Down Dead...." 'kin Ada,

/ f
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- 2,000ft plunge miracle

— A TRAINEE skydiver whose chutes failed to open escaped =
death yesterday when he landed in the sea. Navy seaman

Joe Dutton, 26, suffered only minor back injuries after
plunging 2,000ft into Jervis Bay, on the coast south of
Sydney, Australia.

4 i ! | ! |
Below, is a letter from one of our members
who,up until the Swindon Fest, did'nt have a

name (he don't 'arf Type good) What the letter doew
nt tell you is the funny part of it. When Dropnik
Billings dropped the Bear, he thought that he had
dropped him into some long Grass, so Steve spent
the best part of an hour Thrashing around in said
Grass whilst.... anyway read the letter,
"The Tale of a Twig"

ON SUNDAY 10 MAY I WENT WITH MY OWNER STEPHEN (DROPNIK)
BILLINGS TO THE SWINDON KITE FESTIVAL.

STEPHEN SAID IT WAS OKAY FOR ME TO MAKE MY SECOND
PARACHUTE JUMP!!

OFF 1 WENT..... UPscsvses UPesvses AND FINALLY AWAY...e0s

N\

THERE I STAYED, AND SAW MOST OF THE FESTIVAL FROM A VERY
GOOD VANTAGE POINT.

LOTS OF OTHER BEARS WERE PARACHUTING ABOUT, BUT NONE WERE
SEEING THE FESTIVAL AS GOOD AS ME.

AT LAST SOMEONE GOT ME DOWN AND STEPHEN COLLECTED ME FROM
THE 'PA' VAN.

WHEN SOMEONE ASKED MY NAME (THE B.O.F) SAID.."TWIG"......
WELL WHAT ELSE WOULD YOU CALL A BEAR WHO WAS ALMOST PART
OF A TREE.

The Brain Dead B,O,F. cant remember who supplied
the Sailor Bear Pic, wot a Wally.eece..




We have had another missive from Iord Colin of Checkley, aka Howling Mad, From
his letter it would appear that the Medieval Combat Sciety wer’ nt offering out the
BMISS, its just that the BOF as usual had got the wrong end of the stick,
Lord Clin goes on to tell us of a Paddington Bear charity collecting box
which he and his mob had placed outside a local Hostelry, being stolen
by some Low Life Tow Rags, However the Medieval Combat Society soon
replaced it with a Custom Armoured Knight made by Lord Colin . lets
hope that this box is'nt lifted.

Lord eolin also asks if we would give a mention to Coggers, a

For this Pink Dragon of a soft cuddley per - suasion, Apart from being an
Chute /Fack Erstwhile Alcoholic, Coggers also goes Faragliding with Lord
|  Combination Colin, but we're not too sure if he also does - Fara-
a Fauna/Flora chuting as well, By the timeyou v :
| of approx Lord Colin, his Kites, Para Fauna ,
8oz/ 250gms Girlfreind and as much Dosh as they

hands on will have departed for the
Spain, being fed up to the back Teeth
his Chainmail gofing Rusty, and also

will give a
nice descent
speed. lighter

| F/P will give Browned off with Kiting in the Winter,
lots of drift and so he says, of Kiting in our Summ-
so be prepared er, when the Rain is just a touch warmer,
for a chase, Cor' wot a Softie , anyway, heres a
Fic of Lord
ece of =y Colin in his
washup liquid , Medieval
| bottle goes , Getup, com-
here, Three rlete with
Eyelet are | Sword, with
Fixed at X which he
|  with Zinch/ would
12mm loop of like to
line at A Smite
Gore sizes gi Tow
include 1cm oM Rags
hem all round
| Chute needs
14 shroud ’ What, you may ask is that peculiar

Black Line wandering around this page

lines 90 em
for ? Lots of Dropniks (well, a couple)

[ or 36 inches

long approx, have asked the BOF about his Parachute
Packs, Actually when the silly old Sod
As with every- stops mucking about etc, he does knock
' thing BMISS P a pretty decent line in Facks,
S 0 Right, wot you have here is a full size
| MkI Eyeball Half Pattern for a Pack suitable for a 14 Gore

20 Inch/ 0,5 metre Parachute, The size of this Pack combined with
a chute made from Unproofed Ripstop leads to a very tightly stuffed
Pack which literally Explodes when the Pin is pulled..

i

05,7 The Pattern should be transferredto thick Cardboard or Nardboard
| for Hotcutting . The pack is made as follows .First a piece of Ripstop
HPPﬂ-OX large emough to conbdinthe Pattern is placed on vour cutting Surface
i.e., if it (Plate Glass is best) on top of this place a picoe of Heavy Gauge
| looks right Polythene (or Two average Carrier Bags) then on top of the Folythene
then it prob- place another piece of Ripstop. Finally place Fatterm on top of the
ably is right Sandwich, with a heavyish weight to hold it down as the Sandwich dont
| The bottom arf Skid about, Hotcut with a Soldering Iron , taking your time as you
is, Fly Kites, jJJhave quite a lot to cut and weld . The resultant Pack can be stitched
Drop Fauna around the edge and stiffened in the centre with a piece of the trusty
old wash up liquid bottle, Unproofed Ripstop not available in your

“Have FUN.
l g Locality ? not to worry, use Proofed or whatever is available, Make the

Chute first, then increase size of pattern via paper and sticky tape until
u get a good fit, you will need only a minimal size increase,

, Your News, Views, in fact any old Rubbish however vaguely Para Flora and Fauna to the
‘A Boring 0ld Fart at the Teddytorial, 48. Laurel Lane, West Drayton, Mi@dx,UB7.7TY.U.K.




Don Eccleston, Allan and Lesley Gilbert, trekked off to Malay-
sia at the end of May. There was some sort of international fes-
tival going on (not quite sure what though(IM)) and they put on
such an impressive display that they won top prize for the Best

Flight-FX have become the British National Stunt Team 1992,
this means that they will be going to Japan to represent the UK
in the World Cup.

Stafford Wallace is off to some festivals in Chicago.

I think that the Midlands Kite Fliers should change their name
to :-

Midlands Kite Fliers International.

If you wish to write to the MKF then address your letters to:-

Allan & Lesley Gilbert
26 Evesham Road

Leicester LE3 2BD




Big Ron Replies!!!

I must say I was pleased to see Alan Gilbert’s article, in the April issue of “The Kiteflier’,
about my/his/our? ‘Ooh-me-belly’ Bird Kite and, as he quite rightly said, I was equally pleased to
receive from him a coloured photograph showing it in flight (the proper way up that is). I had it
enlarged and framed and it now stands on my mantleshelf for all my visitors to see. As he also
said, I got the idea from the little tale told to me by my dear old Dad who, judging from the stories
he used to tell me, saw quite a lot of peculiar things like that in his travels. 1 spent hours trying to
draw the face but couldn’t get the necessary ‘pained’ expression on it so, as Allan also said, I asked
a workmate, who was something of a cartoonist, to draw the bird for me. He drew it freehand, of
course, and I had to ‘straighten’ it up to ensure both sides of the centre line were equal. Luckily I
worked nights, all alone, (except for the guests up on the landings) in a place where there was a
large tabletennis table at my disposal and I was able to take all the bits and pieces to work with me,
mark out the pattern on the ripstop, cut it to the various shapes and stick them together with
‘Prittstick’. Wonderful stuff that. You can stick all the bits together and, after a few minutes, you
can roll your ripstop up and it will hold indefinitely. You can stitch through it without any prob-
lems but, if you find you’ve done something wrong, it will pull apart without any difficulties. 1
couldn’t finish it all in one night because, unlike the words of a song which was quite popular a few
years ago, I had no-one to ‘help me make it through the night’. I did have an offer of help from a
few of the guests but that presented a few problems not the least of which was the fact that there
wasn’t any handles on the inside of their room doors. But I struggled manfully on and, after a week
or so, got it finished. Then to the field for it’s maiden flight.

It was in November, we had had lots of rain and it was rather cold. It was also rather muddy!
Nevertheless, undaunted, I drove in and parked the car and proceeded to launch ‘Ooh-me-belly’.
Well, as anyone who knows me will tell you, I am never to blame! It is always somebody,or some-
thing else’s fault. In this case it was the muddy conditions. Whilst I was fitting the spars etc,
‘Ooh-me-belly’ picked up a large blob of mud on the back of his head and, because the front of the
kite is always facing the flyer, I didn’t notice it. Consequently, every time I launched him, he
would fly up so high and then, with the mud on his head making him top-heavy, he would turn-
turtle and plummet straight down again head first. I kept trying to encourage him with words (and
it is obvious from what he said in Allan’s article that he misunderstood me here) such as “Oh darn
it’, ‘Oh blow it’, ‘Oh good heavens above’, ‘Oh to heaven with it’ and, to my car when I noticed it
had sunk down to the axles in the mud, ‘Oh you naughty little car’, but it didn’t do any good at all.
Of course the reason was, as I said, the mud stuck on the back of his head which I hadn’t noticed
and he didn’t have the common decency to tell me about! I believe I've told you all how helpful
my children can be in times like these and this was no exception. Of course they’re all grown up
with children of their own now who seem to have inherited their parents helpfulness and sense of
humour.

Two of my daughters, complete with husbands and grandchildren, came to visit me last
Saturday and one of them, looking at the photograph on the mantleshelf, said that the reason it
wouldn’t fly was because it had a big head and a big belly. When I asked her what that had to do
with it, she said - ““Well Dad, you’ve got a big head and a big bell and you can’t fly either!”” Of
course that started them all off and, before long, they were back to the subject of model ships with,
Dawn, my eldest Grandchild (no, Allan not yet. My first GREAT-Grandchild isn’t due until next
week) asking her Mother to tell her about the time Grampy had to fit a periscope to the top of the
mainmast of a sailing ship so that the Captain could see where to steer his ship. In actual fact I
didn’t have time to fit anything but to know how kids like to exaggerate things. I put her on the
water with a rather strong wind blowing and she went like a ‘bomb’ for the first two hundred yards.




Unfortunately the Captain had, unbeknown to me, been taking the odd sip or two from the
Rum barrel and, in his drunken stupor, pulled her hard over to port (to the left for the landlubbers
among you) without trimming sail accordingly and we went straight over on her beam-ends. The
last I saw of her she was going down by the head with her stern stuck up in the air in what I'm still
certain, to this day, was a deliberate gesture. Of course, all of this was accompanied by titters and
giggles from four dear little tings behind my back which, by the time we had got to last Saturday
afternoon, had swollen to hoots of raucous laughter. I still can’t figure out why though because it
wasn’t my fault. If the Captain had stayed sober it wouldn’t have happened! Is there anyone out
there who knows a ‘hard-hat’ diver who would be prepared to go down to 600 feet to recover a 2
foot long model of the Cutty Sark which sank with all hands, including her drunken Skipper, off
the coast of OXFORD about 30 years ago? No? Ah well, nevermind. At least I was able to find a
‘soft-hat’ kiter who was prepared to recover an ‘Ooh-me-belly’ Bird Kite which kept going down
by the head, every time I tried to fly it, about 3 years ago.

I must say I liked Allan’s line - ‘Ron set to and made a MAGNIFICENT copy! I've always
wanted to do something MAGNIFICENT. For years I've sat here hoping to hear Yul Brynner
knocking on my door to ask me to join his “Magnificent Seven’ and help him fight the Bandits but
it’s not to be it seems. Mind you there was a bloke knocked on my door once who asked me (well
actually it was more like TOLD me) to join his Magnificent Seven (Hundred Thousand) to help
him fight some bandits. I can’t remember his name but I think it was Monty something or other.

Unfortunately there were no cameramen there to record my
Magnificent efforts including the first ever ‘four-mile
minute’ which I achieved (with the greatest ease I might
add) when I found out that some rotten so-and-so had
supplied the bandits with REAL bullets.

As for the obscurity of the story of this kite and how it came to pass into Allan’s keeping, I
will explain. A year or so ago I had to give up active kite-flying for health reasons -

‘... And you who walk this way today
Shed not a tear of sorrow

My life was sweeter yesterday
Than your’s will be tomorrow ...

- and with the kind help of Derek Kuhn, of the Midland Kitefliers, all my kites etc, passed to the
Group to be broken up into small lots and sold to the Group members for a nominal sum. One of
the lots obviously included the ‘Ooh-me-belly’ kite and Allan just happened to be the unfortunate
who got lumbered with it. Either that or he was wearing rose-coloured glasses at the time. There
is, however, one thing about it Allan and that is that, if you do fly it at this year’s Festivals, it will
be the only one of it’s kind in the air. But please get it into the air as quickly as possible so that
no-one gets the opportunity to notice that, unlike all my other deeds, my ‘stitching’ isn’t quite as
Magnificent as I would like to think it is!

And that leaves me with but on other thing to say and that is, the very best of luck to all
Kiters and I hope you all enjoy your kiting in the future as much as I have in the past.

RON REEVE




Stafford Castle June 7th

The weather on Sunday morning was a lot better than the weather that we had been having
all week. It was going to be our second display at Stafford Castle, the first one went very well, so
much so that we were invited back for a second.

The castle is set on a hill (now there’s a novelty) and it is not exactly the ‘perfect’ flying site.
However, due to the layout of the surrounding hillock it is an ideal place for members of the public
to get a good viewpoint.

When I arrived at the castle there was a lot of kites in the air. What was nice about this one
fact is that the kite fliers were mostly children who had come along for a day out, and not the
members of the club. Don pointed me in the direction of the microphone (don’t know why) and I
wandered over, switched it on and ...well I didn’t quite feel up to it...yet (went to bed at 4 a.m.) and
promptly switched it off and had half an hour to recompose (or is that decompose?).

Don, Allan and Lesley were there along with a few members of the club. After about an hour or so
the numbers had quadrupled and this seems to be the norm for the day. Bob Pirron and a few
friends turned up from the Great Ouse kitefliers, Stafford Wallace and Hilary turned up and started
flying their indian fighters. Allan and Lesley got up as much as they could and Steve Billings was
boss man of the parachuting teddy bears.

Don Eccleston was dressed in a beard and white coat with a flat hat, at first I thought he was
in disguise but apparently, he was ‘Kite Doctor’ for the day. Martin and Carol Thomas turned up
as they were staying with BT for the weekend.

The weather remained sunny all day and this meant that both kite fliers and public had a bostin
time.

Flight-FX attempted a fly around but had a few problems with lack of both wind and space,
however, the bit they did do certainly impressed the spectators. Stafford and his wife had a grudge
fight with the indian fighters, and guess what!!!! Hilary won BOTH times (she’ll kill me for this).
Martin Thomas was volunteered for the ritual Mad John Knocks A Can Off Your Head display, his
bum twitched a bit but I think he was relieved when the can was eventually knocked off (does this
scan right?) .

All in all we had one helluva day and it proved very popular with the public and event organ-
isers alike.

We have since heard that there was in excess of two thousand people there and that is the
most amount they have ever had at the castle for an event, even a Shaksperian outdoor play.

It is events like this that make kite flying so enjoyable, but it can’t be done without the mem-
bers support.

So Support Your Local Club.

Ian Meredith (The Walking Talking Man.)




'Kites For

Sport

ZEPHER 70

ZONDA 54

MISTRAL

a long life.

programme.

ZEPHER 70 790 x 1780mm

A large wing area medium-sized stunt kite.
Ideal for team flying as it "tracks’ beautifully,
allowing smooth ground passes, tip work and
precision manoeuvres. Good for light winds.

ZONDA 54 600 x 1400mm

A great 'trainer’ stunt kite (also ideal for
stacking). Having less pull than its big
brother makes it more manageable for the
lighter person. Includes line & handles.

MISTRAL 770 x 745mm

A great dual line stunter for fun flying.
Docile in light winds, sparkling in medium
and frantic in strong. Complete with lines,
handles and tail.

COMPOUND
BIRD

ZONDA 70

CHINOOK

NEW KITES FOR 92

Each kite is made from top quality rip-stop nylon with
eyelets and dacron reinforcing, where needed, to ensure

To bring you kites that fly superbly and look great in
the sky, every design has passed our rigorous test

COMPQOUND BIRD 1300 x 2300mm
A single line performance kite for the
enthusiast. Capable of flight in the lightest
breeze, easily soaring 'J great heights.

A BIG colourful kite ' jich looks spectacular.

ZONDA 70 790 x 1780mm

A competition stunt kite, ideal for 'open class'
events. Sharp turns and crisp manoeuvres put
this kite in the lead. Will withstand winds up to
35mph! However, you and your lines may not.

CHINOOK 485 x 775mm

A single line soft kite without spars.
Completely packs away, including handle and
line, into its own tail bag. |deal for all ages.
A firm favourite with children.

Air~Crafts 0604-863571
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