




























































































from P.K. Co. premises. Latest design for 1993 is the "Jazz" - carbon fibre delta kite retailing at £29.99.
NEW KITES

Jim Rowlands writes about new items from Inflight. Inflight have introduced an improved version of the
Bladerunner. The standard six foot span remains, but the section has been redesigned, making it more
powerful and much faster. It will cope with lower wind speeds, 3-5 mph much better; it is also much easier
to flip over, making launching very easy. At higher wind speeds 10-15mph it really comes into its own with
a strong pull and is extremely fast. Reperts on prototypes by retailers suggest that this new version compares
very favourably, in terms of power, speed and ease of launching, with the equivalent sized Flexifoil.

An additional eight foot version should be available in the new year, although plans for the ten foot version
have been abandoned.

News from Colin Barefoot:- I am going into production of my ladybird kite (winner of the people’s choice
at Bristol). The kite is in three colours (red body, white eyes and wings, with black head and spots) and
measures 420mm x 730mm. It is made of ripstop nylon supported on a fibreglass frame, with yakko wings,
and flies in both medium and strong winds. The price will be £25 which includes postage and packing.

Tim Benson of Fizz Sport Kites has informed us of the latest addition to their sport kite range. The Bantam
(3/4 Phantom) has been re-introduced due to customer demaad and is available at an introductory price of
£79.95 + p&p. Fizz Sport Kites can be contacted on 0274 532899.

Following the outstanding success of the BLADERUNNER,

INFLIGHT are proud to present rw ' s, E R

- quad line steerable
parafoil kite

® Competitively priced

@® Simple assembly AL PR

@ Light and portable (SR AT ASE RN

@® No expensive spars to replace L THL T A

@ Easy launch - upright or upside down e L N
® Forward and reverse flight fe 7‘\:\"_{
@ Full braking without collapse e

TWISTER comes complete with INFLIGHT 'Twin T" winder
¥ Now available at most leading kite shops *

TWISTER - the fun kite your Ejﬂf l g ht

collection just can’t do without /

B y St Scunthorpe DN16 2AN Tel. (0724) 859118 ——




For Sale

1 Powerhouse team Kite £90.
3001b Line £10.

1 Powerhouse Edge kite £65.-
All in excellent condition.

Tel 0736 330382.

Wanted in good condition, "Your book of Kites" and "Kites: an Historical Survey" both by Clive Hart.
Contact D R Hughes, 28 Mill Road, Bozeat, Via Wellingborough, Northants NN9 7JA or phone 0933
663602.

For Sale, due to advancing years, Stratoscoop 3.5, 48 sq/ft parafoil. Made as a special order from Greens
in Multi-colour Rainbow. This kite has never been flown, and is bright and new, needing only small final
adjustments that I never seem to find time to do. A real bargain at £50.00. Ring Bob on 0895 234126
(Uxbridge).

Kite Aerial Photography. Following 8 years of development and many hundreds of photographs the
"FREYA’ pattern camera rigs have reached the stage where 1 feel they might be of interest to other
kitefliers. As I lack the time to produce them myself I wonder if there is a manufacturer who would be
prepared to carry out any further development work and produce a batch for sale? Also available is a
prototype "ergonomic winch’ which has proved very useful and which might well find a ready market in this
country and abroad. Any company wishing to produce these items must be prepared to take out any
necessary patents and have a lot of fun test flying.

For more details contact T H Deary, 6 Inman Road, Sprowston, Norwich, Norfolk, England NR7 8JT. Tel
0603 411727.

Kitemakers!

With "economic" recovery just around the corner, why not take on an apprentice?

I am an 18 year old school leaver with no true direction, but a keen interest in designing - making - flying
kites in ripstop, which I have used for about four years. I have many ideas for new kite designs and have
(I reckon) a good eye for colour, but nothing truly original yet.

Contact Robin Foley on 0258 861 341 any evening - Any (polite) advice gratefully received.

IF Y ANT TO ADVERTI THI LUMN IT IS FREE AND WE T NEED T
HAVE YOUR PY WITH BY THE 15TH DECEMBER FOR THE JANUARY | E

MEMBER IT T HAVE TO ITEMS FOR SALE - IT CAN BE ANTS ET
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A WIDE VARIETY OF ¥
KITES AND ACCESSORIES
AVAILABLE BY MAIL ORDER

FLY OUR RANGE AT THE NORTHAMPTON KITE
FLY-IN ON THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH
FROM 10AM TO 4PM AT THE NORTHAMPTON RACE
COURSE , ST GEORGES AVENUE.
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FREE BROCHURE CALL:-
TEL: (0604) €43374

12,WILLGW CLOSE
SPRATTON 3
NORTHAMPTON
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THE KITE SOCIETY of GREAT BRITAIN
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL APPLICATION

Dear Member,

The enclosed issue of "The Kiteflier" is the last of your current subscription to The Kite Society. If you wish to continue with
your subscription you should complete the form below and return it as soon as possible to the address below. To keep costs
to a minimum no reminder will be sent.

As you know the main vehicle of communication between members is the quarterly publication "THE KITEFLIER", which
is published in January, April, July and October every year. THE KITEFLIER relies on information and articles that you,
the members send to us. Items published include news of forthcoming kite festivals, kite retailer news, kite plans, kite group
news, kite plans and any general information relating to kite flying. Help us to fill in the pages of THE KITEFLIER.

Benefits of membership include free, or reduced, entry into selected kite festivals in the U.K. - specifically the twice annual
meet at Old Warden, Bedfordshire - special parking arrangements where possible, discount - from 5% to 15% - on all kite
purchases from the majority of kite retailers in the U.K.

A membership "year" runs for four issues of THE KITEFLIER, plus other occasional mailings. Each member receives a
membership card entitling them to free entry and discount.

If you wish to renew your membership to The Kite Society please fill in the form below and send it, with your payment, to
the address shown. All cheques, postal orders and money orders should be made payable to The Kite Society and, for
overseas members, should be drawable in the U.K. and be in sterling.

" Membership Type Fee

II Individual £5.00
Family - all members in the same household. £7.00
Overseas - Europe and Surface mail. £7.00

I Overseas - Airmail £10.00

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

Name Family Members

Address

Post Code

Telephone

Please give your current membership number
Please send this form with payment to:

THE KITE SOCIETY of GREAT BRITAIN
31 GRANGE ROAD

ILFORD

ESSEX, IG1 1EU.

The information given above will be held on computer. The sole purpose of this is to send you your magazines and other
occasional mailings from The Kite Society. (*) | have / do not have objections to the above information being held on computer.

(*) Delete those not applicable.




1992 European SportKite Championship

Breeze and Beach near Middleburg in Holland was the recent venue for the 1992 European Cup SportKite
Championship. The competition was well attended on each of the three days which saw the French capture
three of the five Masters class awards.

The standard once again surpassed expectations and there were some superb contributions from European
fliers. Best placed UK fliers were Bristol based Slipstream who finished 2nd behind French team, Flashback.
The ever popular Blast finished in 4th position.

Dominic Early finished 4th in the individual competition but was credited with 3rd in Europe following
Mike Simmonds (USA) being judged ineligible for ranking by the organisers. This situation was also
repeated in the pairs competition where Mike and his wife Dawn, finished in second place behind Bristol’s
young superstars, Skyrunners. Alistair Hammond and Patrick Lane captured the hearts of the crowd with
their stunning routine flown to music by Queen.

Individual Innovative was won by Pierre Marzin of France who also won the Overall Individual. His
innovative routine involved the painting of a canvas using a Revolution 1 with a paint brush on the tip. His
pots of paints were set in the sand and he even cleaned his brush between colours! A lack of steady wind
prevented him from having the canvas hoisted from a static kite.

Team Innovation was awarded to Slipstream who flew a multi-kite and flier routine but sadly there were no
other competitors in this category.

Following a novel routine from the Belgian team, Highlife, a new sport kite anthem was born. Part of their
music selection featured the hilarious Monty Python song "Always Look On The Bright Side Of Life". This
was to be heard coming from Hotel rooms, bars, ferry and the convoy of vehicles returning from the
competition. Vlissingen ferry terminal will never be the same again.

Returning to the thorny subject of eligibility for competitions it was generally felt that the contribution from
Mike and Dawn Simmonds could have been better acknowledged by the organisers. Without doubt, there
were many fliers who left the competition with new inspiration and through this page we would like to offer
our gratitude from all their friends in Europe.

World SportKite Championship

Following the success of the fund raising by STACK UK to assist teams, the Blast and Fight FX attend the
third annual World SportKite Championships held in Japan. The final results proved once more that the
financially backed American and Japanese teams continue to have a considerable advantage. Custom made
cloths and ultralight single warp carbon spars which can be cruised by finger pressure were all used to take
advantage of the very light wind conditions in Odawara, Japan. Overall winners were Team High
Performance from Hawaii for the second year running.

The UK teams wish to express their gratitude to all those who supported the challenge with the purchase of
merchandising and raffle tickets for the Ultimate Kite Bag, (a £2000 collection of kites which was won by
a very happy Mr M Davies). A big thanks also to the contributors of the raffle prizes.




MAJOR KITE EVENTS - U.K.

April 10th - 12th  Blackheath Easter Festival. Contact Tony Cartwright.

April 18th Old Warden Aerodrome, Biggleswade. Contact Ron Moulton.

May 2nd, 3rd Weymouth, Dorset. Contact The Kite Society. (Provisional).,

May 8th, Sth Swindon Kite Festival. Contact David Robinson.

May 15th, 16th Brighton Kite Festival. Contact Ray Oakhill.

June 12th, 13th Margam Park, Wales. Contact Steve Gibson.

June 27th Blackheath Summer Rally. Contact Tony Cartwright.

July 3rd, 4th Washington Festival of the Air, Tyne & Wear. Contact Malcolm Goodman.

(Provisional).

July 3rd, 4th Shrewsbury Kite and Boomerang Festival. Contact Tony Slater.

July 10th, 11th Monmouth Kite Festival. Contact The Kite Store. (Provisional).

August st Middle Wallop, Hampshire. Contact Ron Moulton.

August 28th, 29th  Portsmouth International Kite Festival, Hampshire. Contact The Kite Society.

Sept 3rd Kite Society Annual Convention, Bristol. Contact The Kite Society.

Sept 4th, 5th Bristol International Kite Festival. Contact Bristol Kite Store.

October 10th Old Warden Aerodrome, Biggleswade. Contact Ron Moulton.
MAIJOR KITE EVENTS - EUROPE

April 17th Vienna Kite Festival, Austria.

April 24th, 25th Le Touquet, France.

June 17th - 20th Fano International Kite Fliers Meeting, Denmark.

June 26th, 27th Scheveningen International Kite Festival, Holland.

LOCAL E T

The White Horse Kite Fliers have fly-ins on the second Sunday of every month. These are held at Barbury
Castle Country Park, Near Wroughton, Swindon. Contact David Robinson.

The Great Ouse Kitefliers have regular meetings throughout the year.

November 1st
December 13th

GOKF AGM Lunch, Riverside Park, St Neots.

Priory Country Park, Bedford. Contact Bob Piron.

The Blackheath Kite Association meet on the second Sunday of each month at Blackheath, London.
Contact Tony Cartwright.

The Essex Kite Group have meetings throughout the year. Contact Kathleen Pike.

The Nomansland Kite Fliers meet on the fourth Sunday of each month at Nomansland Common,
Wheathampstead. Contact Carole Peacock.

The Alcester Kite Fliers meet at the Alcester Rugby Ground on the third Sunday of each month. Contact




Fred Taplin.

Kite North meet on the 1st Sunday of each month at locations around the North of England. Contact Adam
Sutherland for location.

The Devon Kite Friends meet on the second Sunday of each month and during April to September they
also meet on the fourth Sunday. All events are at Pork Hill, Mid Devon. Contact John Skinner.

The Midland Kitefliers have fly-ins on the first Sunday of each month at Sutton Park. Contact Alan
Gilbert.

The Thorpe Kite Flyers meet every Sunday morning on Thorpe Recreation Ground, Laundry Lane,
Thorpe, Norwich between 9.30am and 12.30pm. Contact Kevin Appleton.

The Northampton Kite Fliers meet on the first Sunday of every month at The Race Course, St Georges
Avenue, Northampton. Between 10.00am and 4.00pm. Contact 1.C. Kites.

The Northern Kite Group have meetings as below:-

October 18th Baildon Moor, Shipley, near Bradford.

November 15th Littleton Road Playing Fields, Salford.

December 20th Norland Moor, Sowerby Bridge, West Yorkshire. Contact Ron Ogden
The Brighton Kitefliers have meetings throughout the year. Contact Ray Oakhill.

The Chiltern Kite Group have meetings as follows:-

Maidens Grove -’15 November. Pinkneys Green - 18 October, 20 December Contact Roger Lawton.

CONTACT DETAILS
Toay Cartwright, 78 Dongola Rosd, London N17 6EE. 081 808 1280.
The Briswol Kite: Store, 39 Cotham Hill, Brisol, BS6 67Y. 0272 745010, T A A A ,
John Skinner, 12 Osk Road, Bishopsmead, Tavistock, Devon, PL19 9EZ. P £ T TF
Kathicen Pike, 34 Mortimer Rosd, Rayleigh, Emex. 7 2 5 sy V.
Fred Taplin, 20 Henley Street, Alcester, Warwickshire. o o LLf

Alan Gilbert, 26 Evesham Road, Leicester, LE3 2BD.

Carole Peacock, 61 Windmill Avesme, St Albans, Herts AL4 981, s
Bob Piron, 8 Bowhill, Bedford, MK41 S8EF. 0234 261835.

Kevin Appleton, 37 Eastern Avenue, Thorpe-St-Andrew, Norwich NR7 0UQ. P Ve
Ron Moulton, 2 Avenue Rise, Bushey, Watford, Herts, WD2 3AS. /s
LC. Kites, 12 Willow Close, Spratton, Northampton, NNG 87H. 0604 843374,

Adam Sutherland, 20 Durham Place, Birticy, Tyne & Wear, DH3 2AY.

Duve Robinson, 61 Bridge End Road, Stgstion St Margaret, Swindon, SN3 4PD. 0793 824208.
Ray Ouikchill, 6 Hartficld Road, Saltdcan, Sumex, BN2 BRE. 0273 306842,

Ron Ogden, 41 Ashficld Drive, Qlyton Bridge, Manchester, M10 0OW).

Steve Gibson, 91 Baysham Street, Hereford HAS 0EJ, 0432 359999,

Malcolm Goodmsn, 134 Thames Road, Billingham, Cleveland TS22 SEX. 0642 550827

Tomy Sister, 128 Meadow Farm Drive, Harlescott, Shrewsbury SY1 47Y. 0743 235068,

The Kite Store, 48 Neal Street, London WC2ZH 9PQ. 071 836 1666.

Roger Lawton, Karenm, 3 The Dedl, Swockenchurch, Bucks HP14 35D. 0494 482743,

LARGE KITES pO COME
IN HANDY WHEN IT
T\ STARLTS RAMNING

F




WIND THINGS \

11 COWGATEHEAD, 3 & 5 GIRSON STR.
EDINBURGH. GLASGOW.
EHL Y (12 8NU

PHONETAX: PHONE
031:220:6336 041:334:3336

A UTUMNM S PECIALS

Join the revolution! Quad-line flying at its best.
It doesn't need to cost you an arm and a leg.Compare our prices:

Rev 1 Classic complete package including 4x100'x1351b Spectra £165.00
Rev 1 Rainbow a 8 " " = £175.00

Rev I1 Rainbow * " " 4x75'x B0lb Spectra f125.00

New Tech Stunt Kites - a range of five carbon-framed stunters al very
competitive prices:

Tempest: 2 colour sail; 160cm span Usual price:j#ﬂ’hutnmn Special FE38.50

Tornado: 3 colour sail; 146cm span e " aL}G’ h “ £39.50
Cyclone: 3 coleour sail; 169cm span r = ;jﬁﬁ’ » " £A5.00
3 Interceptor:8-panel sail 200cm span s ERS
Zephyr: 12-panel sail; 242cm span §5 . E75

All prices include handles and line and drawstring bag.

Limited Offers: Team High Fly Pro/Am Easton Frame 10B" span 145 (125

4 only,so hurry!

Team High Fly El Nino - wrapped graphite frame,voted
best 3/4 stunt kite in 'Kitelines' Jﬂﬂ? £75

Hawaiian Team Chevron - glassfibre frame £132° £135 2 only

Paimpol Stunt kites: Sirex £99 £85 2 only
X Class 25 [L&7T £90 2 only
Wind Dog £330~ £EGO 2 only
Voltigeurfbe ESO 3 only

Weifang hand-painted silk kites - beautiful traditional
Chinese kites.Birds,butterflies,insects. 20% off all prices.

New Tech Boxes: Kaleidoscope E 2275 £21.95
Rainbow Satellite E32+3D £25.00

Large frisbees: 175g American frisbees EBST £7.00

Spectra: 2x125'x1501b pre-sleeved Spectra on a solid
wooden winder £29..9% £19.95

Stunt handles: Sky Claws type twin foam-covered handles
on a cranked winder ElLfﬁﬁ' £7.50

ﬂlhfi‘.!

Y.
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Other WIND THINGS Specials:

Fro-Comp lightweight spar set for llawaiian Team £50

Condor Kites pink elephants £25
'Neonimal' deltas E15
Japanese mini kites - 5 desiqgns F1.75%
Balinese bird kites with furry bodies 15
Fish windsocks and spinnies From £R.95

WIND THINGS is the sole U.K. distributor for New Tech and Paimpol kiters.
Trade enquiries welcome.

WIND THINGS specialises in Mail order. Send for our [ree catoloqnes,
Wr have separate cataloqgues For kites
accessories
juggling equipment
frisbees \
boomeranqs
ESGR discount of 7.5% on normal prices.

Discounts for clubs,schenls etc. Please enquire.




WELL WHAT ISN'T NEW????

Firstly a bit of a shuffle in the BKF
committee and at long last all
vacancies have been filled.

Peter Jones has stood down after a
long and valuable term as Club
Membership Secretary - thanks Peter -
to be replaced by Estelle Barton.
Welcome also to Andy Dalgleish (Club
Secretary) and Paul Thody (PR
Officer).

The membership now stands in excess
of 50 and still growing - yeahhhhhhhh!

SO WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO????

Apologies for not seeing many of you
at our local fly-ins over the season so
far - life in the fast lane continues with
over a thousand miles on the festival
trail - well someone has to represent
the club nationally!

GREENHAM COMMON / NEWBURY

Strange being on the other side of the
fence - what a weird feeling -
surrounded by cruise missile bunkers
and not even a glimpse of Millie Tant
{pun for all you VIZ readers out there).
Perfect weather, a spacious site and
excellent organisation by the WHKF -
not to mention the U.S. soldier boys
who had things well sussed with a
cartioad of screaming HOT chilli-dogs
and enough ice cold Bud to float a
battleship - thus enabling the gang
(Ray, Andy, Mik, Estelle, Paul and
yours truly) to chill out and psyche
ourselves up for the ensuing Rok
battle. Well it nearly worked - Groucho
was robbed of the trophy by just one
point - next time Vertigo - we will
have to spike that mineral water of
yours.

Good to see to BOF and fellow lunatic
fringe bear bunging - and was that
Janick | saw being booked for Peel-
buggy speeding down the runaway?!

BMISS DROP - SHOREHAM SCHOOL
This was a first for us on such a scale

- zilch wind conditions on arrival
meant having to test drop from a hot

i

ton

air balloon (tethered | hasten to add)
until the wind picked up enough to
launch the trusty Groucho. Sadly this
meant having to disregard Rays
specially constructed multi-drop rig
and bunging was effected singly with
much leg work (that was 3 miles or
so, wasn't it Mik?).

A grand total of 40 bears and assorted
Dropniks were launched - and
recovered | hasten to add - two from
the school roof and one from the
arms of a very bemused looking
gentleman passer-by on the main road;
all he could manage to utter were the
immortal words "Would you like your
bear back?™ - well it happens every
day, doesn't it?77.

BLACKHEATH

QOur first organised BKF coach trip
proved very worth while - arriving en-
mass in considerable style - and
converting the coach driver into a kitie
in the process. Good to see some of
our neighbouring Eastbourne Kite Club
at the said venue - trendy pony-tails
and all!

Top Marx Harpo Horn was put to good
use giving severe 'ear ' ole damage to
any of the opposition who were
careless enough to wander within
honking distance - all to no avail - yah
boo sucks.

The day was ended untangling a giant
spectra birds nest - the only
achievement of a number of abortive
attempts at a mega-team fly - it's all
down to that damn piece of music -
end of case for the Defense.
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WASHINGTON FESTIVAL OF THE AIR

Questioning my state of sanity (as
most kities do regularly I'm sure?)
with the rain piercing my waterproofs
whilst erecting tents at 3 a.m. - is a
scene that comes to mind. Having
braved a long journey, survived an
extremely wet night and a few cans
for solace - Ray, Andy and myself
awoke to a bleary start and well hairy
wind conditions on Saturday!!!!

The German and Dutch contingent
strutted their stuff with an excellent
display of soft kites including giant
inflatable pianos, frogs, dragonflies -
well you name it. By the way, did
anyone else happen to notice that
Dracula dresses to the right? - what
these guys can't make inflatable just
isn't worth doing!

Meanwhile a wealth of cultural events
and entertainments were happening all
around us - music, food, crafts,
origami, Japanese calligraphy and
kimono dressing - not to mention kite
workshops, a mega display of Cody
kites and the obligatory vast quantities
of beer.

Sadly the excess wind conditions blew
the 'most Codys in the sky' attempt -
but we lofted the BKF monster Cody
as a token gesture.

Having hitched a lift (courtesy of TC)
to the local hostelry on Saturday
evening much quaffing and gassing
was undertaken in true festival

A sunnier but still very windy Sunday
saw our efforts rewarded in the UK
Team  Rokkaku and Hangover
Competition - wiping ‘'oddsocks'
Lester and last but by no means least
the infamous Peacocks (Honk, Honk!l)
- enabled us to win the third round in
an exhausting battle in which we ran
out off both energy and line but never
out of style!

By the way, thanks to Peter from
Germany for gratefully informing us
that the Team Rok was about to start
whilst we were ensconced in the food
tent and to Ray 'Rip Van Winkle'
Oakhill for providing the impromptu
(but rapidly becoming obligatory) ‘I
can fall asleep anywhere' demo.

DANNY PARK

A 'hands-on' demo for the scouts at
their local camp (or 'hands-off' more
like it).

Ray, Mik, Dick (an excellent organiser
with the patience of a saint), Mo,
Danny, yours truly and one new
member (sorry but the name's been
forgotten - but thanks anyway) braved
appalling conditions and succeeded in
hooking scores of enthusiastic young
lads during a long and very wet day.

A special mention must go to Pat and
Peter Jones for their sterling work -
continuing to soldier on even through
an absolutely horrendous downpour
whilst others who shall remain
nameless beat a hasty retreat to the
local - just to dry out of course (or
maybe to get just as wet inside as
out?!)

MONMOUTH

| really don't know what to say about
this except that a great deal of time
was spent discussing Rok tactics in
the beer tent with the opposition so
moving rapidly on.......

HOLLINGBURY FLY-IN

Yeah we finally made it to one - shock
horror - just to find it was more like a
mini-festival than the usual half-dozen
nutters standing in a field all day (and
not even a purveyor of alcohol within
shouting distance - just to prove that
kites really are the main attraction).
Radio Five turned up mid-afternoon to
do a spot on power kiting (essential
radio listeningl) and a generally
whacky time was had by all.

SANDWICH

A last minute trip to the land of the
KKK (that's Kent Kite Klub when | can
get it past the spell-checker) to fly at
the Link Birthday Party was turned
into a truly memorable occasion
thanks to the hospitality of lan and
Cathy Gardiner and good company.
P.S. Can we borrow you if we're ever
short of a BKF member or two??7?




HOVE TRY OUT

Bit of an organisational cock-up this
one - not of the BKFs making | hasten
to add - but rather Hove Social
Services: the kities were there but
what happened to all those 12 - 16
year olds who wanted hands on
experience???

PORTSMOUTH INTERNATIONAL KITE
FESTIVAL (or where the rot set in ....)

Strange to see things from the other
side at this particular festival - yes, |
have to confess to being the source of
the mindless burbling on this one (not
you Jon!) - meaning official PA duties.
Portsmouth (a new festival) turns out
to be a superb site - a good chunk of
uncbstructed flying space and next to
the town centre too (and the local
hostelries ain't half bad either)!!!!
Saturday morning dawned bright and
shiny and with light winds too boot.
As the weekend progressed the winds
got stronger and the periods of
sunshine got fewer and further
between. By Sunday morning about
the only entertainment to be found
was either watching Peter Lynn trying
to commit suicide, join the Flexifoil
wrecking crew or stand and watch a
damned great marquee demolish itself
piece by piece - it was just a tiny bit
on the windy side!!!

Still all things considered a fair old
amount of whizzo demos managed to
entertain the public - The Decs (nice

Thai  restaurant  Felix!), Vapour
Trails (so what happened to you
Gary?), Flight FX, Doug 'Douie’

Hagaman, the aforementioned Peter
Lynn (seriously bad case of disregard
for personal safety!) to name but a
few - shame about the non-
appearance of the Malaysian team:
probably still trying to find their way
out of Heathrow!

High point of the weekend - finally
getting squished by Peter Lynns giant
'Puffer Fish' kite/toy/blimp/thingy -
anyway, a hell of a lot of good fun for
children from 6 to 60 (and no alcohol
this time either).

Shame of it - '"Groucho' & company

bottled out of the team Rok - a bad
case of the builder getting fed up with
making repairs - what happened to
those nice balmy summer days the
damned thing was built for. Mind you
it did give me a chance to do some
serious grievance of the 'ear 'ole to
those crazy enough to risk their necks
- not to mention the Roks themselves.
The BKF tradition of night-flying was
upheld this time by our esteemed
leader launching the BKF Strat (aka
'Oakies Lawnmower’) into a rising gale
while all the (relatively) sane
congregated in the marquee to partake
of sustinance {naturally including
beer!) and heckle the long suffering
entertainment.

A special mention in dispatches must
go to Mr Paul 'Sky Bums' Morgan for
Sunday mornings valiant efforts - the
first of the BKFs 'Flog anything to
anybody out of the back of a van in a
thunderstorm' award. Nice one Paul!
PS. Eastbourne Kite Club made it
again - thanks for the company Tom.

BRISTOL
FESTIVAL

INTERNATIONAL KITE

So our camp-site was a little further
removed from the flying field than for
the rest of you - but then we only had
to share it with a tap and a pretty
spectacular view!

Saturdays highlight for me was the
Sky Runners display - wicked choice

of sounds guys - Trip To Trumpton®

definitely has to take tune of the
weekend " award!

And vyet another record gained
perchance in Saturday evenings cram
as many kities as possible into a
marquee attempt?! Still - | think we all
made a few new friends whilst
observing the now familiar sight of
Andy 1n full swing™ King doing his
utmost in true auctioneer style to get
the rabble to part with their
spondoolies - and a first class job too!
Sundays events kicked off with a truly
momentous display in the UK Single
Rok Challenge from Stafford Wallace
who won all three rounds to take this
years title. Of particular interest was
an astounding new tactic revealed by




Stafford - namely engaging his last
opponent in the subtle art of
conversation whilst said distracted
flyers Rok hits the deck with a
resounding thwaaaaakkk!!! Smart
manoeuvre Stafford!

The UK Team Rok proved to be
another all time endurance record |
yes it's the end of the line for us all!)
In a severely drowned state Top Marx
were eventually wiped from the sky
by the dastardly Organised Chaos” (
yah boo sucks!) - at the end of a mere
25 minute first round....zzzzzz z Il
| have to confess that the other two
rounds became a bit of a blur after
that long suffered first burst of energy
- but ( by the work of Glitch
perhaps?!) we managed to win not
only the Bristol heat but also the UK
Rokkaku Team Spirit Award -
yeeeaaaaah!!!!! ( That was the
Team'type of spirit wasnt it Gill and
Jon?l) Well the only accounting for it
all in my opinion has to be the Mad
Eddie Magic Touch!!

A minor detour on the homeward
journey found us  watching
gobsmacked as Noel and Rob (part of
the Bridge and Roof Flyers® whacky
helium crew) flew their Sandpipers
from the Clifton Suspension Bridge. It
seems that things work as well below
where youte standing as above - and
I'm pretty sure that Brunel would have
truly appreciated you guys getting
your 2ps worth (not if you trash the
kite on the more than tricky landing
though!) Well that was Bristol.

ALL THE OTHER GOSSIP......

Brighton has gained a different type of
kite shop - namely Colourbox Kites
who produce a range of traditional kite
designs made from silkscreened cotton
and wood.

An additional date for the BKF
calendar - Sunday 11 October 1.00 -
5.00pm at Waterhall Playing Fields,
Patcham (yes vyou know.... the
Festival site) - a demonstration for the
*Woodcraft Folk™ (don 't ask me?!)

We have a height clearance of 1500

feet for this event and would dearly
love to see you all again!

ALL THE SENSIBLE RUBBISH....
Fly-in reminder dates (who me Ed?)

1st Sunday of the month - Hollingbury
Grid ref - 198TQ 324 083

3rd Sunday of the month - Telscombe
Tye - Grid ref - 198TQ 392 017

BKF CURRENT COMMITTEE

Club Co-ordinator - Ray Oakhill
Membership Secretary - Estelle Barton
Secretary - Andy Dalgleish

PR Officer - Paul Thody

Festival Safety Officer - Danny Steer
Treasurer - Toody Oakhill

Competitions Manager - Mik Jennison
Editor - Toody Oakhill

SITUATIONS VACANT

Wanted - BKF Social Member (non
flyer) for assorted duties including
general cabana attendance, beer
fetching, on the spot kite repairing,
line untangling etc.... References
required together with cv and details
of experience to date - previous
applicants need not apply.

BKF HELPFUL KITING TIPS - NO 2

Dont forget to take your kites to a kite
festival - yes it's happened more than
once this seasonl!

ANY OTHER RUBBISH....

Please send any articles/letters.... well
any old rubbish really.... which will be
gratefully accepted by and at the
following....

Toody Oakhill (Editor) (PS Thanks
The Brighton Kite Flyers to the

Flat 29 trusty Fan
Astra House Club -
Brighton Rachel and
East Sussex Kathryn!)
BN1 2HL
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F|i9|r\’r X would like to thank Martin Thomas, National Director of STACK,
for all the effori', time and sheer hard work he has put in to raise fvmds towards the
cost of the team and Blast competing in the World Cup Competition in Odawara,
Bapar\, and all the peop|e who made this trip possible.

We were disappointed with our performance; doubly so because we had so

much support from kite ﬂye»s H‘\roughou& the U.K.

The visit to Japan was an unbelievable experience. The hospitality of the
:—Japanese was un-encling. -Elr\ejourney to the hotel ai*}\fsugi took c.pproximafely 20
hours. We went by coach to Heathrow airport, plane to Moscow and had a 2 hour
stop ovenr. We then spent 10 hours on the next p|cme to Tokyo. We then travelled for
1 1/2 hrs by bus to Shinjuki station and a further hour by train to Atsugi | We were
still over one hour by train away from the flying site.

Practice was difficult as the Japan Challenge was taking place at the flying site
during the three days prior to the W.C.C. However, we travelled to the site. The wind
was very light, the atmosphere very humid and we tested the kites. Several
adjustments had to be made in view of the weather conditions and also lines were

shortened by approx. 25ft as the competition arena outer boundary seemed small.

The standard of kite flying was extremely high and we were pleased to see
outstanding performances by the other teams competing. Jt was interesting and
usefu| to talk to other team ﬂyers.

The fir\al day was spent demonstration ﬂying and Rokaku fighﬁng; strangely the
organisers did not want lines to be cut but wanted plenty of figlf\ﬁng.

A banqu_e,f was pr‘ovided dw‘ir\g the evening and fo”owed by an auction
conducted by Andy King and Blast team members.

The whole trip was an experience not to be missed and, once again, thank you

to all who made it possible.

V. Ansell




The Story of My Visit To Weifang and Kaifeng

We arrived in Weifgang by train at 11 o’clock. A few people of the Foreign
Affairs Office of Weifgang met us a the station, and we were taken to a big hotel
where we had lunch. After a few hours sleep we had a small tour of Weifgcmg City
and afl—er dinner there was a lantern fesﬁval - very impressive. Next day we went

to the kite museum where we could see what the Chinese Kite is all about.

At five o'clock we went to the Stadium for the opening ceremony (with police
escort!). That was just like the o|ympics, 2000,000 people in the stadium and 5,000
boys and girls dancing and making music, and us walking behind the lady with the
sign of our country, all the peop]e ckeering and c:lapping, you wouldn’t believe it.
;A\fi’er a |on9 ceremony and lots of fireworks, we went back to the hotel (with po|ice.
escort) at about 9 o’clock. The next day was the day we all travelled so long a
distance for. Again with police escortto the flying field - very far away- where it was
very crowded and very, very dusi‘y. Just when we Hf\oughf,we. were having a good
time, and we wanted to wander around a bit, we were told to pack our things as soon

as possible, and at 12 o’clock it was all finished!

At5 we went, again with police escort, to the stadium for the closing ceremony,
once more with a big show and much movre fireworl(s. We all were winners offlf\e blue

sky award and got a certificate.

The next day we had an excursion, had to pack our Iuggage and at lr\a|f past
five we were back at the station, ready for our trip to Kaifeng. of which we new
nothing, except that they invited us all to make their festival an international one. We
were 2 from Denmark, 2 from Jtaly, 3 from Holland, 1 from England, 2 from Hong
Kong, and 2 from Taipei. j’-\f}er a trip of 12 hours we arvived in Keifeng, just in time
to drop our |u99a9e in the hotel and jump in the mini-bus vecause the opening

ceremony (yes, again!) was about to begin.

This was asmaller stadium, and notso many people, but still very impressive and
it made me feel ashamed that again so much effor’r was made by so few people. The
people J spoke to about it said that it was a big feast for a lot of people, and a way
of showing their appreciation for our presence. Jn the evening we had dinner with

the Governor of the Long'h'hg District.

Friday 24th April we had early start because we had to be ready at 7.30 to go
to the ﬂying fie|d near the Yellow River. ;Af}er 5 minutes all my kites were covered
with dusty yellow sand. But this is what we came for: Kite Flying together with the
Chinese people. There were lots of dragon kites, and J felt very small with my kites
of ripshop r\ylon and fibreglass, but we allhad a great time. At noon we were taken
to our hotel again, but they promised we would be back the next morning.




Afl-er a nice sighf—seeing tour in the af}e.rnoon, we were very excited about the
next morning. Andthatwas an even better morr\fng than Friday. Because ofmy poor
Chinese (J don't speak, read or understand any of it) and because of the fac’r that
most people don’t understand one word of english, it is difficulf to understand each
other. With a bit ofgood will and a lot ofdrawings in the sand, J managed to "talk”’
about their kites and mine, and they soon found out that they could fl)_/ my kites if they
wanted that. After one hour there were about 6 of my kites in the air, and J was
staring, empty handed, at the most beauﬁful kites J ever saw: d»agon kites, so

beautiful and so very long that it was almost incredible.

There was a jury, because they wanted us to have a competition, but J said that
that was not a thing J liked. The fact that we were there, with our kites, ﬂying
+ogeﬁer, having a Wohder‘ful time +ogeﬁer, with hands and |egs, hard|y words, but
sill so very close, that was a wonderful fee|in9 J will never forget. And that is better
than a competition. So, at the end of the morning we all got a prize, but the most
important ‘H'\ir\g was the fac+ that we had made a lot of unknown friends, |iving on the

other side ofo\e world, and only for thatitis worth +rave||in9 aweek, justto experience

that!

;Afl'er this brea’rhfaking week with 12 people. we all went our separate ways and
by the time we |ef|' the hotel at 10 o’clock in the evening of the 25th April, it was a
strange fee|in9. Sad, because of |eavin9 a p‘ac:e where we had a very good time,

and curious because of the Hf\ings to come.

Janneke Groen Member, Midlands Kite Fliers

Any contributions for MKF News
or MKF Extra readily ac.c.ep+ec|.'!

Whrite To:-

Jan Meredith
16 Edward Road
Smethwick

Wavrley
West Midlands B67 6EP




Review - Checkmate by Highly Strung Kites

Frustrating it may be, butitis a facf to most of us that we cannot affor-d all the kites
that we desire. Personally, J have no resistance to a purchase J know J want but

whevre to spend hard earned cash when it is not plehﬁfu| makes a kite purchase of
£100+ a c!ifficulf decision.

A Iigl'\f wind or a ]f\ig!«\ wind kite? Individual or Team kite?

Power or Grace? Level of precision?

Tt seems that with the release of every kite journal or a new supplier appearing,

a new kite desigr\ is available “made especia"y for' me’’.

With all the unanswered questions flying around my head one of the greatest
pleasures J get is when someone justturns up with a new kite and says ‘“try this, see
what you think!”’.

Just this happened to me with the Checkmate made by Highly Strung Kites,
Melbourne, Australia. The Checkmate is a smaller wing span kite but has a
distinctive two sail clesigh giving the fo"owir\g characteristics.

Flys best in strong winds

No distortion, allows smoother flight

5.5 Beman spars

6 fl' span

Rigid design

Tig]r\i' spins if desired with no loss of control
Rock solid h*acl-dng

Excellent off wind performance

ec\sy to control stall

Leading edge fakeoffs

Easy to land

Good precision kite

Speed is ultra steady across the window which makes me believe itwould be
a good team kite

Minimal noise

Wing 'I'ip +a'<e_oﬁ:s and groudeOD"l( - no problem

Due to its size it loses some visual impact

0 00 00O OOOOOOO

Bridling and assembly may seem complicated to an inexperienced flyer
Over all J really like this kite and in a strong wind it is really enjoyable to fly it.

MJ.e.




Brother and S1sterhood of Pamchutln_, Flora and’ Fauna and the U,K, Ted Devils, The Worlds
Number One Repository for 100,) Mindless Drivel, you have been Warn®de....eeecssccoess

By the time you are reading this issuve, we will be well on the way to the end of
another Seasons worth of Xiting mayhem, The 92 season was memorable and at the same

time rather sad for the BMISS as we lost one of our Friends, "Owd Lad"

, our correspondent

from "Oop North" left this Vale of Tears at a very untimely age, John Spendlove to our
knowledge never inflicted pain on Parachuting Fauna (a gocd Guy) but, he was a neverending
fund of suggestions as to how FParafauna could inflict Pain on Dropniks and certain Kiters,
We like to think of Jokn under a lamp post somewhere in the great hereafter, Flying
his latest creation, whilst thinking up another Devilish Go Wrong, and saying out loud.,
"Eck as Lyke, This'll give Bloody Neighbors, Summet to Talk ’‘bout",

One of the Highlights of this Season was the Bomwb Dump Bash, oh,
own way, The Greenham Common Kite Festival,
Thatcham Rotayy, this Fest was literally Lost on the amezing openess of Greenham, Vhat
was memorable Farafaunawise were a couple of incidents which occurred whilst Dave and his
Sky Squad were doing the Bizzo on the Dosh raising Bear Drop. The first was where one
poor Bear Drifted away only to end up Draped across the Razor Tape Triple Fence around
the Tomahawk Bunkers. When Rocket Ron and the BOF went to try and extricate the Bear from

Last Post for the
Sandhurst bear...

By ALISON GORDON

SENIOR Under Officer
Edward Bear, Sand-
hurst's oldest, shortest
and longest-serving
cadet, is finally passing
out.

Bear, who is just 2 ft tall,
was enlisted as the official
mascot of the Royal Mili-
tary Academy Sandhurst
Parachute Club in 1950.

His career has by no means
been a picnic. Over the years
he has been taken on more
than 400 jumps and has even
been on operations with the
BAS and Royal Marines.

Stuffy

His service record has been
meticulously updated by the
RMAS's Edward Bear Club,
recently revived by Captain
Harry Bucknall of the Cold-
stream Guards.

Entries include his first para-
chute jump when he displayed
& ‘complete indifference to
instructions’.

Then he escaped all the Army
bull by going AWOL in an
officer's cupboard for four
years,

L But SUO Bear, described as a

GERONIMO: SUO Bear set to jump with Sandhurst's parcchun club

‘stuffy but brave’ soldier who
by tradition was always first
out of the aircraft, is now
opting for a quiet life in the
RMAS museum.

Curator Dr Tony Heathcote
said: '‘He's had a long and
distinguished career with a few
black marks but he will be
missed.’

Meanwhile a new Officer

Cadet bear has arrived at Sand-
hurst from Harrods kitted out
in a uniform made by leading
military tailors Gieves and
Hawkes.

He is to be given his official
club wings by RMAS comman-
dant Major General Tim
Toyne-Sewell when he joins
cadets on their final exercise in
France next week.

Farewell Owd Lad,

alright, have it your

Abley organised by the "hite Horse lMob and

this dodgy spot,they
found that the Bear
was snagged on the
middle fence, unretr-
ievable in fact,whilst
the shroud lines had
been neatly cut by the
Tape, The chute was
recovered but not the
Bear, The second in-
cident was where a
Bear was drovpped from
about 30ft/10 meters,
the chute deployed,
then drifted away ris-
ing all the while and
was last seen about a
‘ile away at a Height
of about 1,000 ££/300
Yetres, Amanng.....

This piece about
the Sandhurst Bear
was supplied by Geoff
Adams via the Mail on
Sunday. Geoff reckons
that judging by the
expression on the Par-
atroopers Face, the
Bear must have had
Curry for Lunch, Ooh,
very nasty. Yoo Viot,

Apologies,apologies
to Dingley Dell,twas
he who supplied the
aritime Bear Pic in
or last issue,

Brain Dead BCF, wot
are you like Boy?




PARAS FACE THE LOW
JUMIP TO SAVE LIVES

HIGH-Mying Paras are
aiming low to increace
their chances of survival.

The crack Parachute
Regiment is trying out a
technique to cut jumps on
military operations from
600 ft to 350 fi.

If successful it means
they spend less time in the

advance is the result of a

device winch aiiows a
parachute to open more
quickly.

Initially the svstem was
tested with weights but
now individual socldiers
are using it and there
could be nrass jumps
soon. “The testers are all

Does anybody know who BEARJAMIN FRANKLIN is?
Leroy swears blind that he is some Bear he used
know a tong time ago, He reckons that BEARJAMIN
used to do thier Washing Up, but that he was
fired for drinking the washing up water and then
he went to America wher he flew Kites and invented
Lightning . We're not really sure if this is true
or not (it sounds so Barmy it probably is ) anyway
be that as it may, the reason we asked the question
in the first place was because BEARJAMIN has sent
the Bof a rather nifty Tee Shirt which features a

air, when they are most
vulnerable to attack. The

volunteers,” a spokesman
said.

nice vrint of BEARJAMIN flying a Kite in Bearsalem,
Thanks B,F, for a very nice prezzie,

BiM.I.S.S. has had one Foreign trip this Year, when we went on Safari to Wild Welsh
Will Kipper Land, Cor, that was a bit of alright, as its a Ilovely Country and Monmouth
is a mnieeTown, VWales also seems to have remarkable effects on Dropniks as we witnessed
Wesh born Rocket Ron (who sounds more Cockney than most Cockneys) and Hackney Wick borm
Kuddely Keef( whose more Welsh than most Welshmen) transformed into full blown Patois
spouting Taffys who were even trying to teach the BOF some of the more common Welsh Swezmr
Words., This was a good Kite Fest and some good Fauna Bombing was done,

A River ran down one side of the Fest Site , and of course we decided to put the wind
up the Dropniks by heading for the river on every drop., Ayteesecond did a near Wet One
into a large Bush on the Bank witch required a nice paddle through an Icey River by Keef,
then yours truly, who the BOF had finally twigged had'nt dropped for scme time, decided
to Liven up the proceedings by diving into a Tall Tree right on the riverbank,

Wot a Laugh,I kid you not., Picture the scene, Kuddely Keef and the BOF doing a paddle
in a River whose bed consisted of Rocks, Broken Bottles and Dead Fish, all the while being
Hotly pursued by 1500 Flastic Ducks, whom some other idiots had released further upstream
for the Monmouth Duck Race, The two Dripniks won by a short head, but it was a close call.

Right, our two twits had braved the river and were now set to get yours truly out of
the Tree, What went on next, was by any stretch of the imagination very weird. we had one
half baked, half Welsh idiot trying to climb a tree whilst carrying a Nine Metre Fishing
Rod, with which I might add he was trying to poke up my Khyber, Ooh
nasty, whilst another Idiot was trying to impersonate = Bobsleigh
on the 60 degree riverbank, atleast I think thats what he was doing
as he kept climbing up the bank, falling base over apex and sliding
to the bottom again, All this palava was accompanied by vast amounts
of swearing in both English and Vlelsh which quite entertained the
cruwd on the opposite Bank, who had come to see what all the noise
was about., After about 90 minutes of having GRP poked up my nethers
and seeing as how the tree Idiot was all tuckered out and the bobs abumEhAN . ab sace
sleigh had finally slid into a large Nettlepatch I consented to being  he leaped irom a
rescued . When Monmouth is mentioned in future no doubt two Dripmiks  Biie fnc, hs, el
minds if they have one, concentrated wonderfully, will be.

wheels at 7,000ft.
TS0 the mdw of the
Although we sympathise with the poor battered sky Ce 2
diver in this cutting (right) once again its still
not enough to enrol him as a BMISS memnber.

Shydive
pervil at
7, 00011

SKYDIVER Terry

Cessna aircraft, break-
ing his arm, crushing
his chest and injuring
his head.

He used his emergency
chute and was taken
to hospital after land-
ing at Brunton,
Northumberland.

Bear faced theives recently nicked the world
famous Paddington Bear from his Glass case on
Paddington Station wher he has been living for the
past 15 years trying to make a Parachute from Marmalade Sandwiches.
We're glad to say that that the Drunken Tealeaves were quickley
apprehended by the Boys in Blue and Paddington Bear is now back in
his now repaired Display Case, hopefully stuck down with Marmalade.

THIS
TEDDYBEAR
WATCH
AREA

i News, Views and the usual complaints from smiling Fhizog challenged

Kiters to the TEDDYTORIAL, which seeing as we still aint dun a runner
yet is C/0 The BOF. 48 Laurel Lane, West Drayton, iiiddx, UB7.7TY, U.T.




|f~Créfts

Kites For

Sport

ZEPHER 70

a long life.

programme.

ZEPHER 70 790 x 1780mm

A large wing area medium-sized stunt kite.
Ideal for team flying as it 'tracks’ beautifully,
allowing smooth ground passes, tip work and
precision manoeuvres. Good for light winds.

ZONDA 54 600 x 1400mm

A great 'trainer’ stunt kite (also ideal for
stacking). Having less pull than its big
brother makes it more manageable for the
lighter person. Includes line & handles.

MISTRAL 770 x 745mm

A great dual line stunter for fun flying.
Docile in light winds, sparkling in medium
and frantic in strong. Complete with lines,
handles and tail.

NEW KITES FOR 92

Each kite is made from top quality rip-stop nylon with
eyelets and dacron reinforcing, where needed, to ensure

COMPOUND
BIRD

To bring you kites that fly superbly and look great in
the sky, every design has passed our rigorous test

COMPOUND BIRD 1300 x 2300mm
A single line performance kite for the
enthusiast. Capable of flight in the lightest
breeze, easily soaring ‘> great heights.

A BIG colourful kite * iich looks spectacular.

ZONDA 70 790 x 1780mm

A competition stunt kite, ideal for 'open class’
events. Sharp turns and crisp manoeuvres put
this kite in the lead. Will withstand winds up to
35mph! However, you and your lines may not.

CHINOOK 485 x 775mm

A single line soft kite without spars.
Completely packs away, including handle and
line, into its own tail bag. Ideal for all ages.
A firm favourite with children.

Air~Crafts 0604-863571
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