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EVENT NEWS 
:-:· 

Blackheath Easter Festival - lOth, 11th, 12th April 

The first round of the U.K. Sportkite National Team Competition will be held on Saturday lOth April . 
Team Precision and Ballet, Experienced and Masters Classes. Contact Tony Cartwright, 78 Dongola 
Road, London Nl7 6EE.Telephone 081 808 1280 for further details. 

The Leadini: Edi:e Triathalon. Sunday 11th April. This event consists of an Individual League Style 
Stunt precision competition, Individual Rokkaku Challenge (using the U.K. Rokkaku Challenge round 
results) and the Blackheath Indian Kite Fight. There is no charge for entry and it is open to all (so you 
don 't have to be a STACK member for this one). PleaseletLeading Edge Know if you are going to take 
part as it will help with planning. 

The Creative Concept Competition. Monday 12th April Entries mustbe made by 3rd April. This is open 
to all. Basically a innovation competition for Stunt Kites, although static kites will be allowed. Contact 
Tony Cartwright if you want more details. 

Other events durini: the weekend: Kite Society Rokkaku Challenge; The Kiteability 
Kiskeedee Car Race; The Blackheath Pageant; Teddy Bear Parachuting; Kite Messenger Race; Mass 
Juggling Competition. 

Finally if you are interested in staying nearby The Clareodon Hotel is offering a special rate. Stay for 
any two nights over the Easter weekend for just £100.00 for a double room or £75.00 for a singleroom­
both including breakfast. Contact Audrey Little (Reservations) on 081 318 4321 mentioning "The 
Clarendon Kite Festival Weekend Offer" . 

Alcester Kite Fliers Fly-in, Worcester Countcyside Centre April 9th - 12th 

The Alcester Kite Fliers are having a fly-in at the Worcester Countryside Centre, Sketchly Road, 
Worcester, at Easter. Easy to get to - just off M5 Junction 7, a good flying area, good camping, toilets, 
plenty of parking, hot & cold home made food . Those who wish to camp- camping is available from 
Thursday onwards. There is a car boot sale on Sunday Morning so there is no flying until 2pm that day. 
Contact Fred Taplin 0789 762350 or the Countryside Centre 0905 766492. 

Swindon Kite Festival- 8th- 9th May 

David Robinson has written as follows: 

I am writing to confirm that the Swindon Kite Festival will go ahead on 8th and 9th May. The same 
format as otheryears, that is an informal event with the accent on kite fliers enjoying themselves. We 
will be having a Rokkaku "Battle" in both single and team fighting. 

Car passes will be available to Kite Society members on production of their membership number. These 
will be available from February onwards. PleaseencloseS.A.E. when applying or see me or any 
W.H.K.F. member at the festivals prior to this event. 
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EVENT NEWS 

Write to David Robinson, 61 Bridge End Road, Statton St Margaret, Swindon SN3 4PD. Telephone 
0793 824208. 

Friends of the Samaritans. Kite Festival. Westerbam. Kent- 30th May 

This event is being held at Valence School, Westerham, Kent. Pitches will be free for kite selling traders 
and the admission charge waived for club members. It will include a charity fete to enable them to raise 
as much money as possible. There will be ample car parking and easy access for the disabled. 

The school is a special school for disabled children. Whilst it isn't the most spacious site the staff have 
been most accommodating. The school canteen will be selling refreshments to raise funds for the school. 
The Deputy Head is keen that some of the pupils should be involved in flying kites during the day. The 
school is situated on the A25 just 5 miles from the M25 and A21. 

Worldwide Kite Rendezvous. Verdun. Canada - June 2nd - June 6th 

The City of Verdun, located near Montreal, Canada, will be the host of the Worldwide Kite Rendezvous 
on the St Lawrence waterfront, from June 2nd to June 6th. 

This event claims it will be the largest international kite flyers rendezvous to take place in North 
America. Kite flyers representing approximately twenty countries will attend the festival. For further 
information contact Martine Mimeault, 4501 Rue Bannantyne, Verdun (Quebec), Canada. Tel 010 1 514 
765 7155. 

Basin~:stoke Kite Festival - 6th June 

The 1st Basingstoke Kite Festival will be held at Down Grange (Basingstoke) on Sunday 6th June. The 
festival will be run jointly by Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council and the Loddon Valley Kite 
Fliers. 

During the spring term all schools in the area will be supplied with an information pack containing the 
bistcry of and styles of kite. They will also be given a project to design a kite which will be judged in 
three age groups. Prizes will be awarded on the day of the festival. 

So far Ron Moulton and Pat Lloyd have said that they will attend on the day and sign copies of their 
new book as prizes. 

Great Yarmouth Beach Kite Festival- 12th- 13th June 

"Conquer the Wind" - plans are now taking shape for this two day festival, organised by the Thorpe 
Kite Flyers and taking place on the beach at Great Yarmouth on the 12th and 13th June. 

The format for the weekend will be as follows: 

Saturday 'Come and Try It' opportunity for stunt kites. 
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Sunday 

1000' C.A.A. height clearance to be applied for. 
Kite Games. 
General Free Flying. 
Evening meal with after dinner speaker. 
Night flying . 

1000' C .A.A. height clearance. 
Traders market. 
Kite Games including Limbo, Knock the Can, radio Controlled Car Kite Tow, 
Altitude Sprint and Peoples Choice of the best single line kite . 
General Free Flying. 
Team Flying Displays. 

A full information sheet is now available including details of the hotel , evening meal and speaker. Please 
contact Kevin Appleton, 37 Eastern Avenue, Thorpe-St-Andrew, Norwich. Telephone. 0603 31964. An 
S.A.E. would be appreciated.) 

Friends of the Samaritans Kite Festival, Mareate - 7th- 8th Aupst 

This event is being held at Palm BayRecreation Ground, Margate, Kent. Pitches will be free for kite 
selling traders and the admission charge waived for club members. It will include a charity fete to enable 
them to raise as much money as possible. There will be ample car parking and easy access for the 
disabled and a beer tent. 

There is plenty of room to allow separate areas for kite club members, stunt kite fliers and a novice 
are; na. Because of its location there is always a constant breeze and most weekends there are a number 
of people flying kites. We are hoping to book Invicta Radio Road Show for one of the days. There is 
unofficial permission for overnight camping but facilities are limited. We will be hiring porta-loos, but 
the nearest flush toilets and water taps are on the beach some 400 yards away. 

Hen,istbury Head, Near Cbristchurcb- 15th Aunst 

The tenth year of the Bournemouth Kite Day is at Hengistbury Head on Sunday 15th August. The site is 
just 3 to 4 miles from Christchurch and the event will run from 10.00am to 5.00pm. Contact Dav ·id 
Webster, 16 Brackley Way, Hammonds Green, Totton, Hants S04 3HN for further details. 

Suffolk Wildlife Trust, Parham Airfield - 26th September 

The Suffolk Wildlife Trust is holding a 'Kite Flying Spectacular' on 26th September at Parham Airfield, 
near Framlingham, Suffolk between 1 Oam and 4pm. They hope to have various demonstrations including 
model aircraft displays, land yachts with possibly micro-lights and hang gliding plus stalls . Anyone 
interested in participating, or having a stall should contact Liz Hammond, Shingle Bungalow, BenbaU 
Low Street, Sweffling, Saxmundbam, Suffolk. 
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April lOth - 12th 
April 18th 
May 2nd, 3rd 
May 8th, 9th 
May 15th, 16th 
May 30th, 31st 
June 6th 
June 12th, 13th 
June 12th, 13th 
June 19th, 20th 
June 27th 
July 3rd, 4th 

LIST·.· 

MAJOR KITE EVENTS - U.K. 

Blackheath Easter Festival. Contact Tony Cartwright. 
Old Warden Aerodrome, Biggleswade. Contact Ron Moulton. 
Weymouth, Dorset. Contact The Kite Society. 
Swindon Kite Festival. Contact David Robinson. 
Brighton Kite Festival. Contact Ray Oakhill. 
Kitefly '93, International Spinal Research Trust. (Provisional) 
Basingstoke Kite Festival, Down Grange, Basingstoke.Contact Loddon Valley. 
Margam Park, Wales. Contact Steve Gibson. 
Great Yarmouth Beach Kite Festival. Contact Kevin Appleton. 
Stratford-upon-Avon Kite Festival, Stratford Racecourse. Contact Alan Gilbert. 
Blackheath Summer Rally. Contact Tony Cartwright. 
Washington Festival of the Air, Tyne & Wear. Contact Malcolm Goodman. 
(Provisional) . 

July 3rd, 4th lOth Shrewsbury Kite and Boomerang Festival. Contact Tony Slater. 
July lOth, 11th Monmouth Kite Festival. Contact The Kite Store. 
July 11th Petworth Kite Festival , Petworth Park. Contact Joanna Mersey. 
August 1st Middle Wallop, Hampshire. Contact Ron Moulton. 
August 15th lOth Bournemouth Kite Day, Hengistbury Head. Contact David Webster. 
August 28th, 29th Portsmouth International Kite Festival, Hampshire. Contact The Kite Society. 
September 3rd Kite Society Annual Convention, Bristol. Contact The Kite Society. 
September 4th, 5th Bristol International Kite Festival. Contact Bristol Kite Store. 
September 11th-19th Gwitbian Sport Kite Classic. Contact Rose Rowlands. 
October lOth Old Warden Aerodrome, Biggleswade. Contact Ron Moulton. 

MAJOR KITE EVENTS - OVERSEAS 

April 17th Vienna Kite Festival , Austria. 
April 24th, 25th Le Touquet, France. Contact 010 33 21 40 50 40 
May 4th, 5th Stunt Kite Festival , Cervia, Italy. 
June 2nd- 6th Verdun, Quebec, Canada. 
Jupt< 17th - 20th Fano International Kite Fliers Meeting, Denmark. Contact 010 49 40 213848. 
Jutre 26th, 27th Scheveningen International Kite Festival, Holland. Contact 010 31 70 385 8586. 
June 26th, 27th Cervia, Italy. 
September 4th, 5th Berlin Kite Festival . Contact 010 49 30 788 1992/3. 
September 25th,26th Damp Kite Festival, Germany. 

April 9th - 12th 
May 22nd, 23rd 
May 30th 
June 5th, 6th 
June 18th - 20th 

OIHER EVENTS 

Easter Fly-in, Worcester Countryside Centre. Contact FredTaplin. 
Capstone Park, Maidstone, Kent. Contact Kiteability . 
Valence School, Westerham, Kent. Contact Heather Town. 
Weston Super Mare. 2nd Round British Pairs and Team Nationals. (Provisional). 
Hackney Marshes, London. 3rd Round British Pairs and Team Nationals. 
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August 7th, 8th 
August 14th, 15th 
September 12th 
September 26th 

·~.· 
·=-=·· 

(Provisional). 
Palm Bay Recreation Ground, Margate, Kent. Contact Heather Town. 
Teston Bridge, Maidstone, Kent. Contact Kiteability. 
Shome Country Park, Gravesend, Kent. Contact Kiteability. 
Suffolk Wildlife Trust Kite Day, Parham Airfield, Framlingham, Suffolk. 

LOCAL GROUP EVENTS 

::·.• 

Aberdeen Flyers meet o.n the second Sunday of the month at the Bridge of Don, End of the Queens Links. 
Contact Gary Clarke. 

Alcester Kite Fliers meet at the Alcester Rugby Ground on the third Sunday of each month. Contact Fred 
Taplin. 

Blackheath Kite Association meet on the second Sunday of each month at Blackheath, London. Contact 
Tony Cartwright. 

The Brighton Kitefliers have meetings throughout the year. The first Sunday of the month at Hollingbury 
and the third Sunday of the month at Telscombe Tye. Contact Ray Oakhill. 

Chiltern Kite Group have meetings through the year. Contact Roger Lawton. 

Clyde Kites meet every fortnight alternating between Strathclyde Park and Battery Park. Contact Patrick 
Prosser. 

Devon Kite Friends meet on the second Sunday of each month and during April to September they also 
meet on the fourth Sunday. All second Sunday events are at Pork Hill , Mid Devon. Contact John Skinner. 

Eastbourne Kite Society meet every second Sunday. Contact Tom Gunter. 

Essex Kite Group have meetings throughout the year. Contact Kathleen Pike. 

Great Ouse Kite Flyers have regular meetings on the second Sunday of the month throughout the year . 
Contact Diane Butler. 

Hereford Kite Group meet on the second Sunday each month at the Hereford Leisure Centre. Contact Steve 
Gibson. 

Kent Kite Klub have regular klub meetings on 3rd Sunday of each month. Contact Fiooa Elsworth. 

Kites North meet on the 1st Sunday of each month at locations around the North of England. Contact Adam 
Sutherland for location. 

Loddoo Valley Kite Flier have meetings on the second Sunday and last Sunday of every month at White 
HiU (Watership Down), near Kingsclere. Fliers normaUy meet at the Swan Inn from 12.00. Social meetings 
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EVENTS LIST 

are aJso held every Wednesday at "The Jolly Farmer", Cliddesden. Contact Loddon VaJJey Kite Fliers. 

Midland Kitefliers have fly-ins on the ftrst Sunday of each month at Sutton Park. Contact Alan Gilbert. 

Nomansland Kite Fliers meet on the fourth Sunday of each month at Nomansland Common, 
Wheathampstead. Contact Geoff Adams. 

Northampton Kite Fliers meet on the ftrst Sunday of every month at The Race Course, St Georges 
Avenue, Northampton. Between IO.OOam and 4 .00pm. Contact I.C. Kites . 

Northern Kite Group have meetings on the third Sunday of the month throughout the year. Contact Ron 
Ogden. 

North East Kite Fliers meet monthly on the second Sunday for fly-ins. Contact Harry Peart. 

South Hams Kite Club meet on the ftrst and third Sunday of the month at Blackdown Goat Farm, Rings 
Lane, Loddiswell, Kingsbridge, South Devon. Contact N E Parker. 

Thorpe Kite Flyers meet every Sunday morning on Thorpe Recreation Ground, Laundry Lane, Thorpe, 
Norwich between 9.30am and 12.30pm. Contact Kevin Appleton. 

Vectis Flyers meet most Sunday afternoons at Yaverland, near Sandown, Isle of Wight. Contact Vivien 
Ellis. 

Wessex Kite Group have meetings at Stoney Cross on February 28th, March 14th, April 25th. Contact 
David Webster. 

White Horse Kite Fliers have fly-ins on the second Sunday of every month. These are held at Barbury 
Castle Country Park, Near Wroughton, Swindon. Contact David Robinson. 

York Kite Flyers meet at York Racecourse (Knavesmire) on the 1st Sunday in each month. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Ado.-~ 20 Darham Plla:, Bll1icy. 1)1le .t War. 010 lAY 
Allll Gillcn, 26 Evaham Rood. l..eJc:al<r 1.£3 280 
~ ltobulooa. 61 B .... End Rood, Slratoo St Mlrpn:l. SwtDdoa, SN3 4PD 0793 12.0201 , 
0.UC lllltlcr, 511 Fulbndae Rood, WCITUipoa. Paa1xlrouiJt PEA 6SB 073) 571958 
Frod Tapba, 20 Halley Saut, Au-, Warwictsltft 

Goolf Adams. 6 "--lndF aa.t, ~. Hau, HP3 OQH 
I C. ~. 12 Willow Clol<, s.,..... ~. NN6 &1H 0604 143374 
ldla Sbuer. 12 Ool: Rood, B.....,._, Tm.ock, lk¥oa, Pl. l9 9EZ 
ICalhka Pll<e, 34 Mcnl..,. Rood, Raylap. £an 
ICcnD ~. 37 ~ A...,., Tllorpc-St·Aedn:w. Nonricll NR7 OUQ 
Ray Ootlull. 6 Hlnfkld Rood, Slltdcall, Sutla, BN2 IRE. 0273 306142 
Ron Otib. 41 Aohfodd On,.., 01ytoa llncf&e, ~. MIO OWl 
ROD Mou.IDI, 2 AYmiiC Rile. llabcy. Wllford. Hens. WD2 3AS 
0. ,....,. ICJt< SPe. 39 ~ Hill, llnltol, BS6 6JY 0272 745010 
TOD)'~' a DcJa&ola Rood. LondoD Nl7 6EE. 081 808 1280 

s-Gtbul, 91 Baf'ham Stroa, Hereford HA4 0EJ 0432 359999 
Makd.• GoodmoD, ' 1 Tbamco Rood, BilliD&Jwa, C1ewJaDd TS22 SEX. 0642 550&27 
TOD)' Stmr. 121-F11111 Dri,.., Ha-lcocoa. Shn:wlbury SYI 4.1Y 0743 235068 
The K-= Slore, 48 Ncal 5' .c. LondoD WC2H 9PQ 071 836 1666 

Rop:r ......._, Karc:lila, 3 The Ddl. Stocltalchurclo, 8ucb HPI4 3SD 0494 482743 
Re. R.,..load, w .. Conlwall Sport Kilt Qam 0736 331233 
Domd Weber, 16 Bncklcy Way, RamiiiCIDdll Grca, Ten.. S~ 3HN 0703 8602.15 
LoddOtl Valley Kafbers, 119 Ponrr Rood, llniJttOD HtU, lla.wlpl*e. RG22 4JT 02.S6 51836. 
Hc8rher T"'"'· 7 ...._Hill Rood .~ W~lls. Ktr11 TNI IIJ 0892 545596 
T- G..-r 40 PqJpatOillbt Rood. Elollloame. e.t SliDO BN20 UN 0323 725064 
V'MCD Eila., a..ns-, 14 ~ Rood. Lake, ~. 1J1e a/ WiaJ>t, P036 9JP 
Gory Olrtte, 3 EaOIIodo A ...... WCIIhill, Abadcao, A832 6QQ 
NE Plrttr, 43 COombe Meadows, Cllllhapoa. Kmpi>ndce 0..... TQ7 211. 
Ha-ry Pc.!, 92 Bc8consf'odd Stn:a, l>orlulpla, Co ~DU 6ER 0325 214017 
l'llnct "'-• 12 o.JcV1CW A..._, Gluplw, 012 OHL. 041 357 ~55 

F'1011a Elswanh, 9S SQpll Rood. Strood, ~. Ken! ME2 2Ql 0634 727238 
~Cobbtlity, l o.fodd Rood, Poadl:n End, Mldtleoa. ENl 4RP 081 804 90110 
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S-T .. A-C.K ... NEWS '{ 

STACK U.K. AGM A well attended AGM in Birmingham resulted in a number of very important decisions 
which will hopefully give new direction to STACK in the U.K. 

The primary concern of the organisation is to better serve the needs of the member, old and new. STACK 
has often been criticised for appearing elitist and it would be fair to say that to a degree this has been true. 
However, it is easy to stand back and throw brick -bats. Getting off your backside and doing something about 
it is something else. 

One way in which STACK intends to bring itself more towards the members is by a much greater degree 
of involvement with the groups and clubs within the U.K. A working committee has been established to 
affiliate clubs to STACK and in addition , a number of prominent fliers have offered their services to attend 
club meetings around the U.K. to give demonstrations , workshops, tuition and establish league competitions. 

It is also widely recognised that newcomers are hungry for information and with this in mind, members are 
to receive a pack containing basic information on starting out with stunt kites. It is STACK U.K.'s intention 
to give it's members a reason for belonging. New roles were also created such as a league coordinator who 
will be responsible for the promotion, establishment and co-ordination of league events. Such events are at 
the heart of starting new fliers to competitive flying 3.Ild it is this level where people ca!l appreciate how 
skills are developed whilst having an enormous amount of fun . 

The obvious area where co-ordination and co-operation is essential is with the Kite Society of Great Britain. 
STACK U.K. would like to see closer links develop with all types of kite flying and we sincerely welcome 
any K.S.G.B. members to compete and participate with STACK. (ED - On thts point we would like to 
remind readers that STACK was formed as an offshoot to main line kite flying and decided to "go it alone" 
after using The Kitejlier to tell people about STACK and recruit them! From the above it seems as if STACK 
UK is more interested in gaining new members than co-operating. This is especially true when the STACK 
rule regarding competition entry is considered- only STACK members may participate! One suggestion is 
for the National Championships to revert back to The Kite Society National Championships as they were 
before 1992- after all we did stan them back in 1987- and being open to all.) 

WORLD CUP Next year's World Sport Kite Championship will be held in Berkeley, California with 
invitations expected for at least the two top UK teams. In an effort to help the UK representatives STACK 
UK intends to organise a challenge fund which will go some way towards meeting the cost of the teams 
attending the event. There is to be a limited edition pin, quality merchandising, competitions with major 
prizes and other fund raising activities. More news in the next issue. 
Whilst on the competitive .side, all fliers who wish to take part in anything other than league events must 
be fully paid members of STACK in order to be eligible to compete. (ED - See note above). 

Finally a big thankyou to aJI who have supported and helped to promote STACK UK in 1992. On behalf 
of all those involved in the sport, we look forward to your company in 1993 and hope that the kite world 
is a bigger and better place for us all to share. 

Martin Thomas, S'FACK UK Regional Director, C/0 The Leading Edge Kite Supply Co., Baildon Craft 
Centre, Browgate, Baildon, Shipley, West Yorkshire BD12 6BP. Tel/Fax: 0274 532899. 



TOODYTORIALa 

Hoping that you, too, have now all 
recovered from a well wicked and 
groovy Christmas - to brave the icy 
January air and 'fly in' the New year .... 
Let 1993 prove to be another exciting­
kiting one - see you on the festival 
circuit when the Spring has sprung and 
the grass is rizz .... etc .... etc .... 

DIEPPE INTERNATIONAL KITE 
FESTIVAL- 19&20/09192 

An excellent weekend was had by all 
who visited Dieppe this September. BKF 
was represented by myself and Andy 
Dalgleish with Tom Gunter from the 
Eastbourne Kite Club. 
We left Newhaven on the 18.45 ferry 
and tried flying off the taffrail {'The 
Fantail Club') but the wind was With the 
boat and consequently one sled was 
presented to King Neptune! 
Saturday was overcast but a fair wind 
blew and a good selection of kites were 
in the air for most of the day. The 
International Kite Village (unique to 
Dieppe) is always fascinating, and you 
can quite easily spend an hour or more 
looking and talking to representatives of 
the many other countries there. 
Sunday is the main day for visiting 
spectators and was certainly crowded. lt 
began with a light offshore breeze 
requiring kites to be launched from the 
beach to make any height, and as the 
wind came and went for most of the day 
arena demonstrations were very difficult. 
The organisers requested registration of 
kite fliers this year, giving each person 
meal tickets, a badge, free programme 
and the added bonus of privileged car 
parking (with a pass) . 
On the Dieppe ferry home I attempted to 
fly another home produced Hombeam 
sled kite, and was so successful this 
time that it was tied to the taffrail and 
only removed at the entrance to 
Newhaven harbour. A very satisfying 
end to a delightful weekend. 

Ray Oakhi/1 

GWITHIAN SPORTS KITE CLASSIC -
26/09/92 - 0411 0/92 

A complete week of power-kiting for 
most of us concerned - with aching 
muscles throughout the week to prove it! 

The first few days saw very little wind 
and accounted for some large stacks of 
1Oft Flexifiols hauling people around. 
However, by mid week when the winds 
had picked up, the jumping pit braced 
some action. A killer for some people 
trying 180 degree 'head plants' (and 
testing crash helmet capacity to the full!) 
but Clarke Kent (alias Kieron) jumped 
32m on a stack of three 12ft Flexifoils. 
Kite powered buggies were tacking up 
and down leaving those of us who had to 
walk to the other end of the beach, 
standing. A good low tide on Saturday 
allowed the Buggy Speed Trials to 
continue resulting in 1st to Kieron 
Chatterjea (39mph), 2nd to Dominique 
Scholtes (30mph) and 3rd to Paul Thody 
(29mph). 
20mph winds gave faster results in the 
Kite Speed Trials where crash helmets 
weren, compulsory as only the kites 
themselves were moving. Placings were 
as follows - 1st to Noel Pickering 
(81 mph), 2nd to Mick Parsons (80mph) 
and 3rd to Andy Preston (79mph). 
Then the week was over and we began 
our long drive home. 
Thanks to Mick Parsons for Pink Floyd, 
big beaches and an unbelievably good 
time. 

Este/le Barton, Paul Thody and Andy 
Preston 

OLD WARDEN KITE FESTIVAL -
04110/92 

My duty visit to Old Warden takes place 
at this time of year so that I can combine 
a visit to my Mother-in-law with kite 
flying, thereby satisfying all members of 
the family concerned. lt had rained for 
most of the preceding day and night so 
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the site was well waterlogged and welly 
boots were the order of the day. 
Strong winds (force 5 - 6} were testing 
various kites and the flying field was 
fairly crowded. Martin Croxton (White 
Horse Kite Fliers) had his large parafoil 
line cut, but fortunately the wind took it 
up the runway to land on the grass. 
I flew the BKF Strat. (aka 'Oakie's 
Lawn mower' Ed} for most of the day, 
then lofted the Cody for the last hour -
which nose dived into the soft ground 
when I wasn't looking. (Now where have 
I seen that happen before?! 11! Ed} 
Fortunately it survived the crash I 
lt was interesting to talk to John Barker 
(BOF) about Suzy, who I took with me. 
She is one of four bears that John made 
in 1980 for the then newly fonned 
BMISS (Bearly Made lt Sky Dive 
Squad}, and is featured in Ron Moulton's 
Kites book - pages 94 left, 96 left, and 
centre colour spread featuring the 
dropniks at Old Warden, left of picture. 
A good flying day with good company, 
good wind but rather cold for the Mother­
in-law! 

Ray Oal<hill 

Yooooooooo wot???? 

Instead of 'Bearly Made lt Sky Dive 
Squad' my PC spell checker insists on 
offering the alternative (and possibly 
more appropriate) 'Beery Made lt Sky 
Dive Squad' - is this a reference to 
Oriental dropniks or just a comment on 
their second favourite occupation???? 

KITEFL Y FOR PEACE 

'The Woodcraft Folk' ( a mixed non 
unifonned 'Scout' group) under the 
organisational skills. of Jackie Yeates, 
set up this event at Waterhall Playing 
Fields on Sunday 11 October - which 
saw an excellent turnout from the 
Brighton Kite Flyers and WF alike. 
lt was good to see so many enthusiastic 
young novices with their new kites (both 
homemade and bought), helped when­
ever neceSS<\ry by the BKF stewards. 
The weather on the day was good with a 
fairly steady light wind and even a hint 
of sunshine. 
Thanks to Jackie Yeates and everyone 
else involved for a great day. 

Paul Thody and Estelle Barton 

The 3/4 COBRA is a six foot 
span sports kite of 
conventional layout which 
has been successfully built 
by a number of people over 
the last three years. 
lt flies in winds ranging from 
6mph (using 75/Sott of 801b 
Spectra) to in excess of 
35mph (on 100/120ft of 
1501b Spectra). 
Perfonnance varies from 
docile in light conditions to 
somewhat hairy as the wind 
picks up! lt is particularly 
successful as a short q 

C Mik Jennison 1990 
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CObserve the panel cloth 
bias - it is important. Note that 
the panel dimensions do not 
include any seam allowances. 
CUse Smm carbon fibre arrow 
shafts for framing - the weight 
reduction compared to S.Smm 
bulk CIF is worthwhile. 
[]Use an arrow nocklshock 
cord on the spine - a solid 
pocket will tend to tear out 
under heavy landings. 
CFit stand-offs at the trailing 
edge indents (use 2mm CIF 
rod) to tension the sail. 
CB rid le with 1 OOib Dacron 
braid or similar. 
[]Individual construction tech­
niques will result in variations 
of frame dimensions. Fit the 
leading edges and spine and 
cut to size. The rear spreaders 
are the most critical as their 
length defines the nose angle 
(100°) . When correct both 
spreaders should line up 
without bowing and the wing 
tips and the rear of the spine 
should sit on the ground. 

I ·\, 
-\--

--+·­
/~i 

q stack of 2 or 3 kites with 36" 
between each unit. 
The indicated bridle point is at the 
centre of the range - there is up to 
1" of movement either side of this 
point before it becomes totally 
unflyable - but be warned, with the 
bridle set towards the rear of the 
range the kite becomes extremely 
twitchy and difficult to fly neatly. 

Build and Enjoy! 

CFrame dimensions 

Spine 
Leading Edges 
Rear Spreaders 
Front Spreader 

29.0" 
45.0" 
22.6" 
14.8" 

January 93 



CNever fly your team Rokkaku sober\\ 
CAlways take spare cans into the arena 
just in case the judges get thirsty - a 
lesson learnt from Scunthorpel (no 
bribery intended of course)~ 
CEnsure that all team members 'get the 
horn' (parp! parpl?)© 
CRemember the 'Team Anthem' -
"Goodbye Jim!"~ 
CAvoid Martin Croxton's 'industrial 
diamond-studded line' at all costsX 
CTry not to suffer from 'Vertigo'!' 
CWatch 'Barefoot In The Park'e 
CSend the Brats Packing ..... -
CAvoid 'Team Legless' (see 1)'l 
CDis- 'Organise Chaos'l 
CRuffle those Peacock's feathers~ 
CDon't get 'Blasted' (see 1)~ 
CDon't get upset if the commentator 
and/or judge doesn't know the difference 
between Karl and Groucho (see1)® 
CLet someone else tell all the jokes and 
do all the impressions (thanks Yogi ... )© 
CPretend (Pretend!!!- Ed.) that you 
haven't got a clue as to what you're 
meant to be doing®~S 
CBe prepared for all eventualities (see 
1) .... and that doesn't include being 
groped by opposing team members! 
(yes ... you know who you are from the 
WHKF!!!.. .)~ 
CAnd last but by no means least ... never 
wait for Mr Morgan! (see 1) ... ! .. S .. :z .. ,-. 

BKF HELPFUL KITING TIPS - NO 3 t.'l 

Never drag your kite bags any further 
than the 'Basketmakers (AKA the 
'Basketcase'l) Arms' on a Fly-in day if 
it's raining! 

A serious pastime or what???? ®00 

"I bought my boyfriend a garden gnome 
for Christmas last year so I thought I'd 
buy him a kite this year" 
© Comment made to a member of 
staff in a kite shop - so how do you 
bridle a garden gnome?? 

BKF AGM -ADVANCE NOTICE GGG 

To be held at the Wrthdean Sportsman' 
pub on Sunday 7 February 1993 at 
12.00pm. There's heaps of parking 
space, Harvey's real ale - and we'll be 
flying at Hollingbury afterwards as this is 
a fly-in day. 
This is open to all BKF members and 
new ideas and suggestions are also 
welcome by letter if you can't attend. 

BRIGHTON KITE FESTIVAL1993 Folt>-

This years festival will be held once 
again at Waterhall Public Playing Fields 
over the weekend of 15 and 16 May . 
Full details together with car passes will 
be published in the April issue. 

BKF FLY-IN REMINDER DATESA¥A. 
11 am onwards weather permitting .... 

1st Sunday of the month - Hollingbury 
Grid ref - 198TQ 324 083 

3rd Sunday of the month - Telscombe 
Tye - Grid ref - 198TQ 392 017 

MAKE USE OF THIS SPACE.... @Gl 

All Brighton Kite Flyers are more than 
welcome to contribute to 'Aerodyne' ( it 
is your newsletter after all! ) so please 
feel free to send any letters, articles, 
tips, experiences, festival or fly-in 
reports, kite plans, cartoons, swaps, 
items for sale (kite related only!!) or 
anything else that you feel may be of 
general interest for inclusion to .... 

Toody Oakhill (Editor) 
The Brighton Kite Flyers 
Flat29 
Astra House 
Kings Road 
Brighton 
East Sussex 
BN1 2HJ 
80273 321395 

1.· \ 

2:) 
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MKF 
EXTRA 

Festival93 

As you may have gathered from the advert 
on the opposite page, Midlands Kite Fliers 
together with Alcester Kite Fliers are going to 
be holding an International Festival at 
Stratford Upon Avon on June 19th and 20th. 

Joining our resources together means 
that the festival will not overstretch either 
club and will therefore allow us to put on a 
more efficient and entertaining spectacle for 
the public. 

Stratford Upon Avon is one of the countries 
most vis ited tourist attractions and at this 
time of year there will be many tourists from 
around the world, hopefully they will go away 
with more than they ever anticipated. 

For any festival to be successful it relies on 
the participation of the kite flying community 
to contribute towards it, the dates of this 
festival do not clash with any other event and 
we have included a car -pass for you to cut out 
rather than spending money on postage or 
phone calls. Camping is available but it may 
be a little more expensive than usual due to 
the area, however this should not be allowed 
to put anybody off. 

If you want further information regarding 
this event or if you feel that you will be able to 
contribute anything towards it then please 
get in touch with Fred Tapl in at the address 
opposite. 

We look forward to seeing everybody there 
on the day. 

~-------------------------------------

S t r a t f o r d - upon - A v o n 

'FeJtiv~tern;fon~teJ 
Car Pass Car Pass 
Stratford Racecourse 
Midlands & A lces ter K1·te p, . 1 e r s 



S t r a t f o r d - upon - A v o n 

'FeJtiv~/,er:;onXJteJ 
International Guests invited 
Parachuting Teddy Bears 
C.A.A. clearance applied for 
Team and Individual Rokkaku challenge 
Traditional Indian Fighting Kites 
Kite Stalls 
Ballet 
Refreshments 
Juggling 

a a 
For inforn1ation and Camping passes, 

please send a S.A.E. to 

Fred Taplin. 20 Henley Street. Alcester 
Warwickshire. B49 SQY 

Camping £7 per unit I per night 
Two adults, Two children 

Free Parking & Admission at 

Stratford Racecourse 
19th & 20th June 1993 

Midlands & A1cester Kite Fliers 



MKF AGM 1992 
In November MKF held their AGM. lt was 

the best attended AGM that the club has ever 
held even though the weather was abysmal. 
This reflects the growing number of members 
that the club has attracted over the past year. 

lt was nice to find that we had not only 
increased in size but actually had available 
cash to invest into projects for 1993 which will 
only benefit the club even more. 

Three major changes were submitted and 
passed after much discussion: 

1. There is now going to be a new rate for 
Basic Membership to the MKF. 

2. A display Team has been formed to 
represent the club at demonstrations 
and festivals. However, all money raised 
will be ploughed back into the club 
coffers allowing the club to offer further 
benefits to the members in the future. 

3. Due to the fact that our membership has 
expanded across the midlands we have 
decided to change our monthly fly-in site 
to various locations around the Midlands. 
In most cases it will be on the first 
Sunday of the month. To find out what 
location we'll be flying at then please 
telephone the club on 0533-891-07 4. 

If you wish to invite the club to events then 
please contact Lesley Gilbert, the club 
secretary. 

1993 

May I take this opportunity to wish everyone 
on behalf of MKF a 

J£JI!i~i ~J\]IJ1 J\~~ 
J~®~J'!fi~®~~ ~Ifi~ 

i'!fiJ\~! 

MKF Kiteflier Of The Year 

Congratulations go to Stafford Wallace, 
the foremost Indian Kite Flier. Although he 
has been a member of the MKF for a few 
months, he was awarded the Midlands 
Kiteflier Of the Year 1992 for his contribution 
at club events and kite flying in general. 

Stafford At Stafford 

Flight-FX 

As most people will know, Flight-FX have 
split up after two successful years in the 
forefront of Stunt Team flying. The team are 
grateful for the help and support that everyone 
has given them, particularly the various 
suppliers and manufacturers that so readily 
provided the necessary equipment to let them 
continue in their pursuit. 

Three of the original team plus one new 
member, have since formed another team, if 
you wish to contact the team for 
demonstrations or to provide information, then 
please write to the address over the page. 



More lnfo Needed 

Writing articles for a club publication as 
most of you will know, is difficult and time 
consuming. One of the things that you try and 
do is offer a variety of topics for your members 
to read. 

Unfortunately, contributions are not always 
as forthcoming as one would like. I have 
mentioned this to the Kent Kite Fliers and they 
tend to agree, I suggested that if each club 
contributes a page or maybe even two to 
other clubs then it gives more material to 
publish. The articles would let other clubs 
know what is going on at a local level. 

If any other clubs are interested in this idea 
then please write to me at the address below. 

Winter Hol's 

It's this time of year that sorts out the Men 
from the boys, and indeed the Woman from 
the girls. 

Flying in sub-zero temperatures shows how 
keen you really are! (or your completely mad). 
I know that many people will brave the elements 
to continue flying throughout this time of the 
year. I am usually out there, wrapped up in 
incredibly warm clothes (I don't always wear 
shorts and a smile, honest) wondering where 
all the other fliers have gone. 

......... -- ...... 

Bitten By The Bugg'ys 
After managing to acquire a Peter Lynn 

buggy and peel, I seem to have caught the 
bug(gy). lt is one of the most exhilarating kite 
related activities that I have participated in 
(what a mouthful, swallowed a dictionary? 
Ed.). Now, I know that there are quite a few 
buggy's out there and that at some point they 
must get together, but where? 

Please write and let me know who you are 
and where you do it, as myself and a few 
others are quite interested. We tend to go to 
Berrow Sands by Burnham, as there is an 
excellent stretch of beach there. 

How about buggy racing at festivals or 
some other way of demonstrating this fat 
growing sport? 

We look forward to your suggestions. 

If anybody wishes to write to the club or find 
out more about the club then please write to 
the address below. 

Unfortunately, I am 
going off to New Zealand 
for three weeks in 
January and it is summer 
over there. Still you can't 
have everything . 
Hopefully, I will have 
some stories to write 
about when I come back 

.....___ __ e_. _ ··-

I 

so, enjoy your winter 
flying and don't catch 
cold. 

Hhmm must remem­
ber to get my shorts out 



....,;~ ..... , .. -- - ......-. ~ ------...... --==-
~he-JournaJ. of The Bearly Made It Seydi.ve Squad, The International Brotherhood and 

Sisterhood of Parachuting Fauna and the U.K. Ted Devils. Universally akknowledged 
as the Main Repository of Mindless Drivel in World Wide ¥.iting Today. 

Wot 'cha. Friends and Fans everywhere. By the time you are reading this the 92 Season 
will oncy existin menory, as hopefu.l],y, will the indigestion caused by a heavy surfeit 
of stal.e Mince Pies and Turkey Rissoles over the Festive Season. Once again, its roostly 
Official Winter Kip Ti.Im,apart, that is for your ble9XY eye<l scribe, who, already has a 
tingling in the Fur, in anticipation of the coming Season. Easter on the Eastern Front 
aint too far away, so break out the Thermal I.ongjohns. 

As we said in R. c. 2b, the 92 season was, like the curates egg, good in puts, and aroong 
the good parts were the intresting items of correspondal}ce that dropped through our letter 

R d t d Box. From Dropni.k Kidd, who by ea V 8 • the wa:y c~ms to come in a large 
~' e conomy s1ze, we had ~ws of one 

'----------~......-.; Bob Air of Bob Bearlines, a well 
set up Dutch Bear whose kin come 
togged up in a snaz~'Aviator' 
gear, with a range of Wallets, 
Purses and Credit Card Holders. 

Mr KJii) also sent news of a 
Teddy Bear Club named the Beer? 
Bericht Club. Apologies to our 
many Dutch friends, but as the 
info for this Club was in Dutch, 
we v.ere unable to read it. How­
ever, one na.roo sprang from the 
info, that of Ma.rie-Jose' Webster, 
from this we can say that if the 
well ~wn Webster Kite Group are 
involved, then it must be good. 

~7hilst we're in the Netherlands 
~~~ .. ,. Dropni.k Kidd also told us about a 
..w:~~ large Emporium in Den Haag which 

• DOWN TO 
EARTH •.• 
David Felt greets 
one of the daring 
teddy bean 

ET pcture SP22218.9A 

is devoted to Teddy Bears and all 
Fauna of a Soft Cuddly Toy Persu­
asion. The Colour Phote he sent 
shows a great displ~ of Fauna of 
all Specie and Sizes. However, we 
were unable to discover if any of 
the Fauna were equipped with a 
Jolly Old Rag, so it looks as if 
another session on the Sewing Ma­
chi~ will be required. 
Beren Goed. Akkerman Pass,DenF.aag. 

BEMUSED resldenb In r VIcar, the Rev Brf•n 
R•uncb wondered Le.thert•nd, l•unched 
wh.t on earth w.. the be•rs from • 
going on when they height of 100ft after 
spotted teddy be•rs their owners don.ted 
p•rachuting down £1 for church funds. 
from the p•rlsh chun:h 
spire. 
The teddy .,_., 
extrav•g•nu was 

1 org•nlsed to ,.lse 
cash for St P.ter's 
Church. 

Part of the event 
Involved p•,.chutfng 
the cudcly c:r .. tur" 
from the spire. 

Org•nlnr D•vtd hits 
uid other events 8t 
the teddy bear 
spect•cular Included 
st•lls •nd 
competitions for the 
best •nd oldest be•rs. 

·:venin ~~·cle­

grapn _picture 
via Dave Rughes 



Kraken und Schlangen 
iiber Berlin 

Cor, Kraken und Sch.l.angen Uber Berlin wot . wb , 
a J~t realrer. This was a headline in the 
Berliner Morgenpost at the tin-e of the 92 
Berli.nfest. We are reliably inforrred that 
it Translates to 'Octopusses and Snakes over 
Berlin. 

This Pi.c,plus info, together with a useful 
translation of the pertinent captions was 
supplied by Sidney Bear, the Fo\U'ld.er of The 
First Oregon Bearforce 

Sidney, pictured her with Chief Dropnik 
Don Counce, tells us that the F. O. B. F's Trip 
t o the Berlin Kite fest, came as a result of 
'finning the second place in the Grand Draw at 
the ·uashington St ate International Kite Fest. 

Just in case you wondered, the First prize 
also was a Tr ip to Berlin. However be that . , 
a s ~ t may, Sidney and Don had a rare old at 
the Fest, even if the Winds were so light that 
Fauna Bombing wa s impossible. well al.rrost. 

Sidney also says that the highlights of 
the Trip were a meeting a meeting wit h the Pa­
tron Saint of Hang Gliders, Francis Roga.llo. 
and an excursion to the Otto Lilienthal nuseum 
i n the f ormer East Germany. 

As you can see from the ?ic. Don is another 
Dropnik '!fho comes in the Large Econorqy Size. 
Don does t appear to be Po Faced, even though 
he occasionaly goes Barrqy and flies Stuntera. 

Vie 've also heard other anecdotes about the 
fo:rner East Berlin. Alrongst these, in passing 

'ila.S t he am:mnt of ~ ::SOvi et Bl oc !.d.li tary bits and pieces for sale at bargain prices. 
we were told that for a price you could have probably p.trehased a T.oO Tank complete with 
.Anm:>, though the Airlines would have mst likely jibbed at one of those as Hand Baggage. 

Hirm. •• aT. oo Tank? That would be just the J ob for a Rush Hour thrash around the M 25. 

1'"Dre Dosh Raisin Capers than ever took place recently in aid of BBC T.v. Children in 
Need Appeal. Bluebottle Bear and Steve Billings did a serie s of Jumps in various Parks 
around Northampton, and at the Racecourse a s well. A1 though they had a mention on local 
Radio , Bluebottle says that they ploughed a lonelly Furrow as very few People apu-1; from 
a few Dogs and thier owners turned up. However that did not discorage t h e I ntrepid Pair, 
for at a cost of getting SJIX)thered in Mud, they nanaged to raise £60 from thier sponsers 
which is not bad, for as they say, 'Every PeDDiY Counts' Well done Ie.ds. 

Some rea.l.ly strange things occur from time to time at the BMISS H. Q., none mreso than 
what happened recently. One evening there was an OOH, AAH at the Front Door, OK I know what 
you're thinking, wizy' an OOH,AAH and not a Ring at the Door? Well, you know the roF is barii\Y 
so bani\1 in fact, he doesnt have a Doorbell, he has an Electric Bicycle Hoot er that goes, 
as we've said, OOH,AAH,OOH,AAH. a:n.ywa;y, apologies for the Digression, where were we, yes 
there was an OOH,AAH at, the Door and as cu.sto~, it being Late ish, the roF answered it 
with the usual Baseball Bat concealed behind his back(he•s bleedin'];e.ra.noid) No real probs 
though, just something a bit peculiar. 

There outside 1 was a st:rallge looking Parcel with a weird looking head poking out. around 
the neck was a Typewritten note say:i.ng that the parcel was in reality a Firebreathing 
Welsh type Dragon. On discoverig that the pu-cel was' nt a Booby Trapped Bomb( told you he 
was pa.;ra.mid) sent by the PoFaced Ki ters, the BOF brought it in and WIWrapped it to find 
that it was indeed a rather shagged out looking Welsh Dragon of an SCT ~rsuasion. The 
Note went on to say that his Jla.lOO was Cl.ifford, that he'd had a slug of Listeriene to put 
out the Fire, he looked shagged out cos he'd traveled from Vlalesi and that he'd decided 
to shack up here for about 100 Years. ( a.mther freeloader who 1d 1 soon get a Chute) 



VIe 've heard again from Lord Colin of Checkley, you lmow, the ?1Ieclieval Coniliet Society 
Kite Iooey. lord Colin appears to b e settline; down nicely in 8prin a s he has p.trchased 
a plot of land strictly for flying :-ites (cor, there Illlst be plenty of IX>ugh in the game) 
he also says that the Spanish seem to be going a bundle on l<".ites which is all to the good , 
and that his Alcoholic Pink Dragon , Coggers, is now so heavy with a ll the Met a l Pins 
that he wears, t hat when lord Colin lo:f'ts him on his Flexifoil and then casts the lines 
and handles loose, Co~rs is now at the optimum weight to fly off a nd P.araglide around 
the flying site. Hnm:n.... Dragons , Vfelsh, So:f't cudd.ley Toy for the use of. .. . makes 
you wonder i:f Cliff the Dragon who turned up at the Bide a Wee Fauna Hone recently, cores 
from Spain via FELTHAM. Rocket Ron says he 1 s nothing to do with t he Totte nhem · ~ob . 

IT'S STUFFED WITH FUN 
Sore thine of note occured last Backend when we finally saw the long (and how) awaited 

new book from Ron M:>ulton and Pat Lloyd It certainly has been a long time coming but as 
of' now 'KITES' A practical handbook is available everywhere. 

We hope that Santa did the Bizzo for you and that one wa:y or another , Moneywise or 
Booktokenwise you are row in a position to increase your Kite Book collection • You could 
do worse than purchase this Book. Vl e are not going to give a full review, others can do 
that far better, suffice it to say that we dont think this Book will get into Theodore 
Edward 0 'Bears 'Read ' em and Weep ' column. 

What we will sa..v t hough is that this book gives the m:>st in depth details of how tlo 
Parachute Fauna from Kites. O. K. we'll admit that the OOF was involved in a small way 
with Chapter Six, which is entitled 'Pa.radrops, Skydivers and Bearly !'lade It Squads ' . 
but the Artistic skill with which Pat Lloyd has produced the Drawings and the Literary 
Skill with which RoN has written the text for this chapter, ~JEans that we can honestly 
endorse Chapter Six a.f 'KITES' as t he BMISS Workshop Manual. 

An added bonus is the numerous intresting Hlotos which are contained within. I n fact 
~or those of' you who do not know just how ' ORRIBLE the OOF looks, turn to page 88, where 
vou' ll see him in FULL CHAT SUPER WAJ..JX IDDE, It was taken all of Ten Years ago, YUK.. •• • 

You nay have seen from 
time to time various 
Certificates f'or Faunas 
first Parachute DTop. 
P.aving seen quite a f'ew 

and having appreciated 
every one, we rrust say 
that t he Certifi~"t-' 
shown , right is perhaps 
the best we've seen so 
far. Its from the Rm 
of' Hugh Andrew of Bristol 

no, it does't COIIE witr.. 
that thick Black line 
through it, you must know 
what thats for. If' you 
reuire a Re pro deal, 
then contact Hugh. 
se R.C.18. for his A/D 

Nice one Hugh,,,, 

HERES WISHING ALL 
mrrss MEMBERS .A.ND 
FRIENDS AIL THE BEST 
FOR THE ID.W YEAR AND 
THE OOMING SEASON. The Usual 

--------------- -

f)as tnabe an official 
D.\1~ ................... : ......................................... .. 

Pbcc .............................................................. . 

to the Usual, c/o The OOF, 48. I.aure l I.e..ne, W/Dra.yton d"'Qo 
MIDDx, UB7. 7TY. United Kindom. 0 

.---------
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WIND WARRIOR 

WIND WARRIOR 

WIND RANGE ............... 7 - 35 mph 
WINGSPAN ............ ....... 105" 
~11GHT .............. ............ 44" 
SKIN .............................. CARRINGTON K42 
FRAME... ........................ BEMAN/EASTON 
WEIGHT ........................ 13oz 

At last! Precision flying in high winds! 
The WIND WARRIOR takes on the elements and 
wins! 
A strategic combination of shaped vents directs airflow 
through and over the wings. to form the Z-Fin© and 
L-Fin© Airstreams. This exciting new system 
de-powers pressure areas on the kites. decreases pull 
considerably, giving you absolute control even in the 
upper wind ranges . 

.r -
-C>RIVIA.NCE SPC>RT KITES 

ISlAND POmHGIMOOEN BEACH ST IVES CORNWAll TR26 lSV U.K. PH 44 736 793554 FAX 44 736 793917 



--

~ ~ ,&t&'lL 
48 l1Lo.t ~ ~ tre24t qf{L 

at 071 83b 1 ~ ~ 071 83b 2510 

... 
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