















































































































































SWINDON KITE FESTIVAL

Infected once again with the annual
‘festival bug' - Ray, Mik and myself
whizzed over to the land of the White
Horse for a windy days flying.

Oakie's ‘Lawn-mower' (Stratoscope 3)
was in full swing, literally that is... until,
in a bid for freedom, it broke its 1000Ib
flying line as if it were mere thread and
headed off in the direction of the M4.
Fortunately the long tail got wrapped
around an unsuspecting kite nearby,
thus enabling a recovery and dashing its
hopes of joining 'Groucho' somewhere
up there in the great beyond.

Meanwhile the dastardly wind, not yet
satisfied - huffed and it puffed and it
blew our cabana down, trashing a pole in
the process! Needless to say at that
point we decided that a bit of socialising
might prove a little less dangerous - not
so however, if too long was spent at
Flight Fantastic's trade stall/come
impromptu scrumpy Stand; where Alan
greeted us with a generous and welcome
measure of the much sought after proper
cloudy stuff. A very pleasant afternoon
was spent watching Ray Bethell giving a
superb and awe inspiring display flying
three sports kites simultaneously in wind
conditions that had me thinking twice
about flying just one. Ray tells me he's
working on five next - way to go!

Having invested in the new WHKF Rok'
and Mega windsock pins (cleverly
designed to link together and an
absolute must!) sadly we had to make
tracks before the evenings festivities got
underway, but I'm sure that our fellow
BKF members Mick and Norma House
will fill us in on what we missed. Thanks
to Janet and Dave Robinson and all the
WHKEF for a brilliant day.

Toody Oakhill
BRIGHTON KITE FESTIVAL 1993

Another successful Brighton Kite
Festival according to comments
received. Saturday's SW Force 6 wind
suited Flexifoils, buggies and jumpers
(the knitted variety too! - Ed) but meant
that some competitions had to be
postponed until Sunday.

The following day started with a squall
and some rain, but fortunately it didn't
last long. The biggest problem was that
the wind had backed to Southerly. This
meant that for safety, the fighting

competitions had to be moved onto the
rugby field to avoid kites falling onto the
11 000 volt power lines that we are
blessed with adjacent to the site. As this
has unfortunately happened on the
previous two vyears, we promised
Seeboard that this year we would be on
our very best behaviour - especially as
they kindly paid for the printing of safety
posters!

If you have been to Brighton in the past
two years you will know that we divide
the flying field into stunter and single
line areas for obvious safety reasons. It
is also stewarded rigorously to keep
kites away from the power lines and the
adjacent Brighton by-pass. To the
amazement of all concemed an adult
single line flier adamantly refused to
move out of the stunter area when
asked by a steward, the Safety Officer
and the Organiser. He then went on to
criticise the organisation of the festival
in several ways, but what was even
more amazing was that he admitted to
being a member of The Kite Society of
Great Britain! Another interesting
comment from an adult kiteflier was that
there were too many children on the
field and therefore he couldn't fly his
£700 kite. What a shame!

| would like to take this opportunity to
thank our Safety Officer, Dik Ruck who
worked endlessly on his first year at the
job. | also second his following thanks to
the stewards who gave up their time to
make the festival safe.

Ray Oakhill

| would like to thank all the BKF and
Eastbourne members who helped to run
the festival and provided so much
excellent stewarding. Special thanks go
to the two youngest; Tom Gunter -
whose 15th Birthday was on the Sunday,
and Paul Gibb who tangled with the only
awkward customer of the event. It was
Paul who managed to find the only
person who refused to move his single
line kite out of the stunt area!

Dik Ruck

COMPETITION RESULTS & AWARDS

O Kiskeedee Car Challenge (Saturday)
1: Bill Andrews & 'Gunshot'

2: Maurice Elsworth & 'Black Mole'

3: Malcolm Roots & 'Herpes'

O Kiskeedee Car Challenge (Sunday)
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1: Harry Hill & 'Optima’

2: Andrew Croft & 'GunShot'

3: Simon Hill & 'The Bee'

O Lifter Challenge

1: Malcolm Bradley 2: Charlie Chariton
3: Paul Morgan

0O Aftitude Sprint

1: Stafford Wallace 2: Graham Benson
3: Steve Billings

O Solo Rokkaku (UK Heat)

1: Martin Croxton 2: Toody Oakhill

3: Dave Jones

0O Team Rokkaku (UK Heat/BKF Open)
1: Top Marx 2: Martin Croxton

3: Omganised Chaos

0O ‘Best at the Fest'

Chris Croft for his stering (and
unsolicited) efforts on the PA throughout
the whole weekend.

0O 'Best Kite'

Barry Poulter for his beautifully crafted
'‘Crane and Lake' 3m Edo.

0O 'Brighton Kite Flyers Shield’

John The BOF' Barker for his (often
unrecognised) contributions to kite flying
and for the pleasure that he and his furry
companions bring to so many people at
festivals throughout the year.

BEACHY HEAD KITE DEMO

BKF and Eastboumne Kite Club members
teamed up for this event on Saturday 29
May behind the '‘Beachy Head' pub. We
flew alongside a mixture of traditional
local craft demonstrations to celebrate
the official opening up of 256 acres of
downland (by Eastboumne Council) to the
public at the site. A light Southerly wind,
plenty of sunshine and a vast array of
kites in the sky made it a very pleasant
afternoon for.all present.

Toody Oakhill
BASINGSTOKE KITE FESTIVAL

What a scorcher! We certainly all got
sunburnt noses, but no windbum I'm
afraid! An excellent first one day festival
by the Loddon Valley Kite Fliers on
Sunday 6 June which was well attended
by both kities and the local public.

The LVKF are blessed with one of the
best festival sites that I've seen; at the
Down Grange Playing Fields just outside
Basingstoke. Despite the unfortunate
lack of appearance by the wind for the
best part of the day (until we started to
pack up of course!) there was plenty
going on to keep all amused.

The 'sudden death' approach was the
order of the day in the UK Individual
Rokkaku Challenge due to the zilch wind
conditions which thankfully picked up
slightly for the Team event later in the
day. However, running out of sife rather
than arena space certainly proved a test
of teams fitness, and I'm still convinced
that Paul Morgan was really just trying to
search out an ale house on the far side
of the site - he just happened to be
towing a team Rok' at the time!

Top Marx ever faithful support team
(Rachel and Kathryn Jones - who appear
to have defected from the White Horse
Kite Fliers and whom we have gratefully
adopted!) came armed not only with
their own tiny Harpo homs for an added
touch of high pitched grievance of the
earole, but also with a water pistol.
However, it didn't seem to have the
desired effect as by the third round, with
the heat of the aftemoon, teams were
running fowards instead of away from it
- hoping for a drenching to cool off!

Bill Souten put in a very hard days work
(-shop) aiding the production of
hundreds upon hundreds of sleds, and it
was also good to see a 'Dr Kite' (alias
Roy Broadley) in attendance with a kite
hospital.

Ron Mouiton and Pat Lloyd presented
prizes to some very well deserved
winners (of over 200 entries) in the local
schools 'design a kite' competition, who
were privileged to have their designs
made up by members of the LVKF.

The day was rounded off (having
presented all the Rok' prizes to Simon
Dann who also took the balloon bursting
competition by storm!) by the first ever
blindfold Individual Rokkaku
competition. With the aid of a helper
(well actually that proved to be a
misnomer as those without seemed to
do remarkably better!) groped around
the arena (and each other of course!!)
trying to detect from line pull and and
the sound of Roks' hitting the turf -
whether or not they were still in the fight.
If no one had happened to inform us
when the battle had actually ended they
could've just left us there and all gone
home... we'd probably be there still!

My thanks to Neil (WHKF) for being kind
enough to give me a break from PA
duties, and well done LVKF for a great
first festival - we all look forward to it
becoming a two day event next year.

Toody Oakhill
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FORTHCOMING BKF EVENTS

O Sunday 27 June: BMISS Drop at
Chichester Hospital.

O Saturday 3 July: BMISS Drop at St
Mary and St Nicholas School Fete,
Shoreham from 11.00am onwards.

O Saturday 24 July: BMISS Drop and
Kite Demo at St Helens Park, Hangleton
from 11.00am to 4.00pm.

'REDEYE' KITE LIGHTS OFFER *

Bamry Poulter is offering his 'RedEye'
Night Lights at a special reduced rate of
£25 to club members. For those that
didn't see them at the festival they are a
total of 16 very high intensity red LEDs
arranged in 4 strips of 4 - running from a
9v battery (not supplied) ready for
attachment to your favourite 8ft stunter
or anything else that takes your fancy.
They are certainly the most effective
lights | have yet seen as anyone who
was there on Saturday night will testify!
Interested parties can contact Barry on
Haywards Heath (0444) 246453.

LETTERS =

Dear Toody, Ray and all Brighton Kite
Flyers - It is now time to return the
Shield and | assure you it is with great
reluctance that | part with it. | want to
thank all of you for awarding me the
Brighton Kite Flyers Shield (for all round
contribution to kiting Ed.) which | have
proudly displayed in my front room.
Everyone who visits notices it, but if they
don't | take it off the shelf and show it
off. | was humbled when | saw the
names of the previous winners.

I'm not sure of what contribution I've
made to kiting except to say that | attend
most festivals, fly and tease everyone
with my kite. | have a lot of fun flying
kites as | believe kiting is about having
fun, so | feel a bit of a fraud to be the
awardee for just having fun. The
Brighton Festival is always a pleasure to
attend as it demonstrates the
commitment and hard work of the hard-
core of kite flyers, which is absolutely
essential for the organisation and
success of afy kite festival. All your kite
flyers seem to be having a lot of fun and
believe me it is quite infectious.

Can | ask for a new rule for the fighting
kite competition? Competitors must take
all measures fo avoid cutting Stafford’s
kite. | ask this because competitors are

developing an attitude and skill of
cutting my kite as often as possible and
laughing about it as well; | have to run
far down the ‘site to collect my kite each
time! | wish the Brighton Kite Flyers
every success with their club.

Stafford Wallace 16/03/93
ALL PARPED OUT!! ®

A plea from Top Marnx... who are
temporarily all parped out! | can hear the
resounding cries of "Yes, at last!!" from
our fellow Team Rok' competitors
having long suffered much ear'ole grief
at the peril of said tatty, but greatly
effective, instrument. The well used
rubber bulb of the infamous antique car
hom has finally had its chips... and now
hangs in a sorry and greatly perished
state far beyond repair. So if anyone out
there in the great wide beyond happens
to know of a source of car homn bulbs (to
fit 14mm diameter brass tube) we would
be eternally grateful if you could contact
us on 0273 321395. "Not likely!" | hear
you cry... but the trouble is that if we
can't fix it then it might just have to be
replaced by an air hom... Parp!!!

Top Marx
THE CULTURAL BIT 3

‘My kite rises to celestial regions

My soul enters the abode of bliss'
Buddhist Monk 9C AD.

Or altematively, in retrospect, perhaps
that should read...

'Our Rok' rises to celestial regions

Team spirit enters the depths of
despair!’

Top Marx Weymouth 1993

BKF HELPFUL KITING TIPS - NO 5 ¢¢

If using your Rokkaku for kite fighting
make sure it has your name and phone
number on it - we didn't!!

MAKE USE OF THIS SPACE....514

Send contributions for inclusion to....
Toody Oakhill (BKF Editor)

Flat 29/Astra House

Kings Road

Brighton

East Sussex

BN1 2HJ

= 0273 321395




O Top Left 'Best Kite' Bamry
Poulter's 3m Edo with 'Crane
and Lake' motif

O Top Right: 'Best Kite' Win-
ner Bamry Poulter (left) shown
receiving his award from Gill
Sweeting, the Mayor of Brigh-
ton

O Centre Left: 'Brighton Kite
Fiyers Shield' Winner John
'The BOF' Barker (centre)
shown receiving his award
from the Mayor (right) with Ray
Oakhill, BKF Co-ordinator (left)
O Centre Right: ‘'Altitude
Sprint' Winner Stafford Wal-
lace (left) shown receiving his
award from the Mayor

O Bottom: 'Best at the Fest'
Winner Chris Croft (left) and
the Mayor in post award emb-
race!

Photographs courtesy of BKF Member: Bamry Pitman
Colour copies are available from Barry to order: Tel: 0273

503398
Congratulations to all the winners - there were just too
many to show you all!
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- Cras

Kites For Sport

Manufacturers of a complete range of High
performance sports kites and accessories.

From Beginner to Expert, Air~Crafts has
the kite for you. Why compromise?

47 PARK ROAD, HARTWELL, NORTHANTS. NN7 2HP Tel: (0604) 863571




Stratford Upon Avon

Festival Of Kites

Well, by the time you read this the
festival will be over. The weather
this week has been the worst for a
number of years and hopefully we
wont have a repeat of this next
weekend (19th 20th June).

Hopefully the ISRT has increased
their funds and the club wish them
every success in their search for a
cure. The'Lift Off appeal is a great
idea we were only too pleased to
help out.

The response towards the festival
has been very good with fliers
turning up form all around the UK
and more.

We have some ten registered
entrants for the buggy race. 1 hope
that other festivals can
accommodate buggy racing during
next year and as it is SO new it
provides it's own media attention.

Thank you to all the kite fliers who
helped make this festival a success,
anda very big thank you to all those
who volunteered and helped outon
the day. I am not sure whether we
willbe doing a festival every year as
the initial plans were to do a bi-
annual one, however 1 will not be
surprised if another is planned for
next year.

Watch this space.....

The winner of the UK's First
National Buggy Race would have
been presented with a superb
trophy. This trophy is to be kept for
a year and the idea is to run such a
competition every year. Asitisa
national trophy, it is envisaged that
the race be moved around the
country and held at a different
location each year. Having such a
competition will help with the
publicity surrounding the event and
will be a benefitto any festival (with
a little planning).

If you would like your festival to
host the event for 1994 then please
contact the club through lan
Meredith with your proposal for
staging it.

It you have any other ideasregarding
the above then please get in touch.

A Morning With The BBC

It was eight am on Saturday
morning. The air was bluish (I just
dropped my buggy on my toe) and
there was nota drop of rain in sight.

Thursday and Friday had seen the
worst thunderstorms in the region
for a good number of years and
fortunately the weather had cleared.
Atten o'clock the Midlands Today
film crew were to shoot some
footage for their evening sports
programme which was to publicise
the Stratford Festival.

As | arrived at the location the rain
started to pour yet again..........
Andy and Mad John arrived. We
sat in the car getting depressed
about the weather. The film crew
and presenter arrived..... More rain
arrived etc. etc. The wind that had
been just about right had now gone
to the just about wrong phase and
I could tell that it was going to be
another one of those mornings.
The last time we did some filming it
was also in torrential rain. The
kites flew for a while but got wetter
and wetter. The wind swirled over
the trees causing the kitestocollapse
and at one point a kite must have
felt broody beacause it nested in a
tree. They actually filmed therescue
(it was more exciting than
everything else). Eventually we
called ita day and decided to do the
interviewing. We pursuaded the
presenter to wear a crash helmit
and interview from a buggy, whilst
I sat in another buggy. He said that
he'd never felt such a pratt in all his
life!!!!

The interview went quite well and
had to be stopped at times due to
the laughter, from the pro's as well
as us. After about three hours the
shoot was in the can and yet more
publicity was ready for the festival.




I had my first Saturday off from
kites and buggies for a number of
weeks, if not months so I arranged
for a few fanatics to meet at one of
our local buggy sites. After about
30 mins. of phone calls it seemed as
though we were all set for a good
day out. Butthen | had a phone call
that enquired about the kite day at
Stafford Castle.... tomorrow.!

“It’s next week™ | protested.

[had to go and dig out a calendar to
check on the dates. | phoned back
the personandsaid*“Relax...” When
it seemed as though he had I then
informed him that he was right.
Oops! I'd blown it.

As [ usually do the commentary for
this event and also a competition it
was obvious my buggying day was
not to be. It was also 8.30 pm. and
[ had to phone everyone up again
andtell them the news. Whatmakes
itworse is that L actually publish the
calendar and had missed one of our
annual events!

Istayed uptill about 1.00 am trying
tothink of acompetition and to also
design and print the forms required.
Fortunately [ justabout achievedit.

Stafford (the person or the place?)
as those who have been will tell
you, is by no means the ideal flying
site, butwhat it lacks in thatrespect
it gains by the fact that so many
members of the public turn up and
have a good time. They also get
introduced to a hobby that is
inundated with enthusiasm.

The weather on this Sunday was a
bit windy and overcast, this kept a
few people away but it still was a
public relations success. Paul
Morgan was there and he justabout
had enough room to set up his
stand. The flying site itself is just

about big enough to get one stunt
kite flying on 150 ft lines and that
would be it. However, this event is
aimed at introducing people to all
sorts of kites and there were quite
a few around. It seemed as though
each time I mentioned a particular
kite, the wind caught itand it came
crashing to the floor. Still it
provided some laughs I suppose.

occupied for some of the morning.
However | am not sure whether he
wasreally parachuting the bears off
or crucifying them (see pic).
Unfortunately the wind got to him
too and it soon became too
dangerous to carry on with his
droppings.

All in all it wasn’t a bad day and

Stafford (the person) was having
difficulty flying and only managed
to fly for a short while. Don
Eccleston’sother persona *The Kite
Doctor’ appeared. He wore a white
lab coat with a picture of stretcher
bearers carting oft a dazed kite. He
was there to help the public fliers to
either fix their broken kites, or to
getthem flying, a task thatkept him
busy most of the day. The
competition worked reasonably
well withover 70 entries, and some
lucky child managedtowina *Peter
Powell’ ripstop kite.

Steve Billings, 'Master of The bear
Droppings' waskeeping the children

even though I missed my buggying,
itwas nice to feel that another batch
of people had had theireyes opened
to the sport of kitflying.

No, lan

I wouldn't say you talk a lot”




RlpOIl YB.I'I]SZ A Story From Oop North

Adam Sutherland had managed to
tack onto the end of the Ripon
festival a one day kite festival. It
was the first one and was keen to
promotekite flying. Ittook place at
Ripon Race course. It had to be an
early startas Ripon isafew milesup
the Al. We picked up Tony (of
pylon fame) straight from his night
shift at about 7.15 am. He had
taken his gear to work so that we
could get an early start.

We were doing quite well until we
got to acertain place onthe Al and
we hit a space time continuum. We
tound ourselves off the Al and up
a few country roads, then back on
the Al the wrong way. We got off
the Al and couldn't get straight
back onto it and had to wiggle
around for a bit. At last, we got
backontothe A1, the wrong b* ****
way
1...2...3.4.5..¢tc. - The next
junction was some miles down the
road and fortunately we could turn
backontothe Al andheaded North.

Eventually, some 40 minute later
than planned, we arrived at Ripon
racecourse, but...... When the
officials (not kite related) saw the
buggies on the top of the car
(althoughone did try and escape On
the way, but that's another story) |
was ushered onto the side. All 1
wanted to do was park in the car
park but no.... they had to talk into
their walky talkies for a few minute
and the head honcho had to come
over.

"We are kite fliers" I retorted. He
just let us in and we parked up, |
wonder why jobsworth couldn't
have done that?

Don, Allan and Stafford were there
and Andy Smith along with Mike
also turned up. Thorpe kite fliers
were represented as were Kites

North. It was nice to see that
people had made the effort to attend.
I popped the back wheels on the
buggies and then Adam asked if |
would mind doing a bit of
commentary! Well, being the shy
sort of retiring person that [ am |
accepted the invitation. Most
people know that letting me loose
withamike (microphone, not Mike)
is tantamount to disaster. I know
about as much about different kites
as most people know about the
digestive tract of the lesser spotted
Nark (a rare bird).

I was handed the microphone and
started saying the first things that
come into my head (not always a
goodidea). Fortunately when I am
doing commentaries, my 'Good
Taste' circuit switches in and my
normal brand of humour is filtered
out (thank goodness). But my foot
went firmly in my mouth for the
first 20 minutes. A pair of fliers
werewarming up in preparation for
a dem, | kept calling them Exe
Pilots when in fact they were Air
Wave, this is because one of them
was from Exe pilots and 1 must
admit I never read their T-Shirts
0000ps!

As they warmed up the wind
changeddirectionandkeptondoing
so, that's when there was wind. It
is difficult talking about kites when
they are all lying on the floor,
however | just started explaining
what was lying on the floor and it
kept some people amused.

The wind did pick up enough to do
their dem. albeit some 270 degrees
different than earlier. One of the
members had only started flying
since April and | must admit that
the team was very good and I look
forward to seeing what they are
doing in another few months.

Air Wave also did bunjee jumping

teddy bears, but due to a serious
miscalculation the bear plummeted
into the ground, | am sure that
inspired the nutters who WERE
doing real bunjee jumping from a
crane at the same festival.

The wind was unkind all day long,
and as soon as the sky filled with
kites again, the wind would drop. 1
did manage to get the buggy going
once for a very slow short run. It
generated a lot of interest as it
usually doesand gave me something
to talk about. There were a lot of
surface mines in the fields and even
though I only moved about a few
yards it was enough to spray me
with soggy cow muck. I did spot
one of our members who had
managed to get it on his backside,
he was then seen sitting on the floor
trying to get his kite to drag him
along the grass (our dog does that).

The day finished and I think that
despite the lack of wind it wasn't
too bad. Hopefully next year the
organisers (notkitefliers) will have
a little more knowledge of what a
Kite event requires.

Note. Tony Pylon went to
Basingstoke the next day, so if you
see a pale faced Zombie wandering
around it's probably him.

s peel
chekkers

Greef! :




SWINDon Kite Festival

Well One Day At | east

While at Weymouth | decided that
I would have a weekend off and
miss out on the White Horse Kite
festival at Swindon as | had not
spenta weekendat home for weeks!
Next Friday arrived and I thought
"Nah, can't do it". So I decided to
go, just for the day. 1 phoned
around offering lifts to anyone who
wanted to go.

Saturday morning was quite windy
when we set off, the clouds were
out, the sun was in. When Il arrived
at Swindon there were bouncers on
the door, oops. As | had only
decided to go the day before, | had
notgotapass..."Weare thebuggiers
for the festival" I lied. It seemed to
work and they waved us in (that is
what they were doing, | think).
Down there the wind was
approaching Gail Force. "Hi Gail",
I shouted (she's a member of the
Great Uzi Kite Fliers), hm, I got
ignored again!

It usually takes about five ininutes
to set a buggy up, but as people
were arriving we kept stopping for
a chat. Windy (the girl
friend...maybe) went and bought
cups of tea over as she was getting
bored. Eventually we set up the
buggies and trundled off to ask
where we could buggy. 1 don't
think that they reckoned on us
arriving, youcan tell by the response
"errm, err, oh erm". Still they
pointed us to a corner of a field and
we made base camp, setting up the
cabana. It started getfing even
windier and it was a struggle to get
the thing up. That sorted, we went
about setting the kites up, yep, we
were still going to use the 5 metre
Peely things.

When you launch a Peel by yourself
you can only launch it straight up

and not point it at the side of the
window until itisinflated, there lies
a problem. As the wind filled the
sail | had to run. My trainers had
got too much grip on the grass and
[ couldn't slide. I ended up running
back to the edge of the field and
then taking ten minute to get back
tothebuggy, madorwhat. Jumping
on the buggy was the next daft
thing to do, I shot off in a direction
that [ wasn'texpectingto go. Atree
was sitting just in front of me and
did it move? Nope. Fortunately |
just missed it. Other fliers were
attempting to fly a few stunt kites,
but the wind was gusting to 40 mph
and it was even giving them
problems.

Mad John seemed to be in his
element(nonotakettley type thing)
and went buzzing around. Then
suddenly I turned round and saw
his kite tangling with the WHKF
giantthingymajig (sorry don'tknow
whatit's called), oh dear, I thought.
I must admit I thought that he had
lost control (nothing new here) and
had dragged their kite out of the
sky! I was wrong. The wind had
tipped their big kite and sent it
plummeting to the ground, taking
out Mad John on the way. | must
admit I wasrelieved, wedidn'treally
need any bad press.

The wind continued to pick up but
I was knackered and so I went for
a wander. Another couple of
buggiers turned up, Dom Bowns
(pronounced Davies) and Not Dom,
his friend. They started to get their
kites ready and John had a death
wish and got the Peel back out. He
was standing by the side of me
straining to hold the kite and then
suddenly....... (added dots for extra
suspense) his feet were a foot or

two (that's a joke) above my head!
John weighs in at a stone heavier
than me and I'm at least 13 stone!
He dropped back down and you
could see the glint in his eye, he
spent the next half an hour trying to
jumpupintheairagain, but withno
luck.

At this point I digress. The peel
kite has a tendency to collapse as
you move towards it. It is not
recommended to attempt to jump
with this kite. You will get hurt.
Dom and Not Dom attempted to
buggy but the wind was just too
gusty. Somebody turned up witha
stack of Speedwings and the
magnetic draw to more excitement
meant that very shortly Mad John
was on the end of them. I trundled
over on the buggy and jumped off,
letting him try it with the
Speedwings. They worked really
well and John started performing
his tricks he had learnt the night
before. At one point he did an
impromptu roll over out of the
buggy, spinaround, somersaultand
STILL managed to keep the kites
up. What a guy!

" Eventually we decided we'd had

enough and started to pack up. It
was at this point that you start to
find the little bits of your body that
have been overstretched, as a
consequence | left the field limping
and walking really slow, what a
greatadvert forbuggying. Still, we
had fun and at least we were flying,
or crashing or doing something. It
was a little too windy for most
people but it was still an enjoyable
day.

lan Meredith




Htgh Performance Delta Sports Kites




The Intermational Journal of the Bearly Made It Skydive Squad, The International
Brotherhood and Sisterhood of Parachuting Fauna and the U.K. Ted Devils,

Proved, beyond all Doubt, tc be the most FPhotocopied Fiece of Mindless Drivel in
Worldwide Kiting today.

"What we Demand", shouted Vroomfondel,"Is, a Total Absence of Solid Facts".
"We demand Rigidly Defined areas of Doubt and Umertalnty” (The Hitchikers Guide to
the Galaxy.

It would appear that there was a Rigidly Defined area of Doubt and Uncerta-
inty, coupled with a Total absence of Solid Facts in our last Issue, What needles
me is the assumption of every one of the 963 Letters of complaint which we received,
that it was all my fault. Look, you Rotten lot, get this, It was'nt me who thought
that the abbreviation I.A., stood for Indiana, nope, you've guessed it, the B,O.F,
strikes again, Every one of those letters started off with the sentance, "0i, you
Brain Dead Furry Wotsit, What are you like Boy". including the very nice one we had
from the Governor of Irﬂnmza who, amongst other things, Threatened to do us over, if
we did not apologise for mfemng that Indiana Bears, lacked BOTTLE,

The B.0.F. blames his Faux Pas on his peculiar Atlas, which shows the East
and the West of the U.S.A. in great detail, with very little :|.n the middle, Theodore
Edward O'Bear, the Wag, says, not to wony, it is alot likethat (Ohh Nasty) and the
only Marion that the B.O.F. could find was in Indiana, where Bears do have BOTTLE, and
it seems that there is a lesser Marion in Iowa, where judging by PUKEY, Bears lack
BOTTLE, The Corn is Good and the Hogs are Intense, we're not sure if Indiana is Famous
for anything edible, but we know that they like watching the Moon Shine on the Wabash
and Nigel Kissing the Wall at 200 plus. Cor, the old you know what, went Nickels and
Dimes, like FUKEY's will if he ever suffers a Total from 1,000 feet, Fat Chance......

For those of you who wondered about the Fauna of the Year "
being another Flash in the Fan Scam, need wonder no longer, Yes it waS “llﬂi snm
awarded a trifle late, but nethertheless it was awarded, After lots
of deliberation, it was decided that the FOTY 92 would be awarded ) GHEEK

to the Mini Skydivers en bloc, BOOZYmellerKen
fm' with aclubs

The M.S worked hard and long to keep up the Standards of giant teddy bear.-
Fauna Bombing with a season long catalogue of Cock ups, go wrongs wam”mmbedm
and other assorted disasters, which kept their shocked and terri- S e o
fied Hume, Don Newing, in an almost perpetual state of Shellshock. Philharmonic mghtclub

and into the street.

the M.S. with Dons help, also did a lot Fauna Bombingwise in aid Just like the Hofmeister
of varios good causes, SN T o el

found Howard slumped in
Snowy's lap. Howard, 22,

Re the piece in our last issue about Theo winning Ten of Fairwater, Cardiff. was
Million Bucks, and having a bleeding good Spend Up. No Names, No ieldiopey Bblogive

Packdrill, but some wally phoned up the BOF, all serious like,
hoping to Tap Theo for a few bob., Gordon Bennet wot are they like,
This Strip was
BEAU PEEP By Roger Kettle and Andrew Christine pinched from
the Daily Star
by Big Steve
as was the Tea
Teaf bit, above
Lets hope
that the Tea
leaf did'nt give
Snowy one of
thos Technico~-
lour YawnSright
in the lap.




CLIFFS BENT RAFFLE RUNNER .....

The Saga of Cliff the Dragon, a reluctant Parafauna of a Greenish Hue and a Welsh
Disposition, contimues apace, We did tell of Cliff being well Brassed off at receiving
a Parachute, and his resolve to do a Runner, Perfick,thought the BOF, now which unsus-
pecting Mug could we unload him onto, via a Method which seemed to be all above board.

yet was ripe for a Carve Up. The most obvius methed of unloading Cliff seemed to be by
the Time Honoured BENT RAFFLE,

Oh, come on, you must know what a BENT RAFFLE is ? no ? well I aint gonna tell you
so there, anyway the upshot is that JifFERaffle Tickets were given away, Two were destro-
yed , so there could only be a predetermined Winner, which in this case just happened to
be Andy King, yes, he of back Teeth awash and Kite Store fame,

Andy's reaction to 'WINNING' Cliff was totally opposite to what the BOF expested,
Andy was expected to go Bananas at being lumbered with a monsrosity like Cliff, but he
actually liked him, so much in fact, that Cliff was made official Team Blast Mascot.

S SR O~ . The BOF as usual ended up

e SR E: T with Egg all over his FPhizog,
and he could not fathom out
why every one was falling about
laughing , until someone poin-
ted out that as Andy is Welsh,

Cliff, fer from being the
'"WHITE ELEFHANT' was, in real-
ity, right up Andy's street

You could say then that our
freind Cliff had the last laff,
but thats debatable, cos the
BOF and Rocket Ron gave Cliff
his first Jump and true to fo-
rm it was a Total and Cliff got
a Face full of Drop Zone,

Contrary to popular belief
that the reason that there is
to be no Bomb Dump Bash Mk IT
this Year was due in part to
the BMISS running amok last
year were pleased to say that
the real reason is because th-
ose who arranged Entre'to all
the Kiters, didnt think that
enough Charity Dosh was raised,
which is a bit of a cheek when
you think how hard The White
Horse Kitefliers worked at put-
ting on that Festival,

Has anybody ever sussed out
the almost Magical hold, we
humble Fauna of a Soft Cuddley
Toy Persuasion, have on menbers
of the Human Race?

)' ‘“ ¥ b - e 4
= T o - dil
LS F Brssssaarasser )

THESE youngsters were all agog as a brave teddy

put its life in their hands as part of a charity will ever get to the bottom of
parachute jump in Wellingborough.

The cuddt i I Nom— this Magical hold, from this

e cuddly creatures were going over S

water tower wearing home-made parachutes Ficture, :!.ef‘t". s YOU can see th"-'it
today as part of a nursery school’s fundraising wh.?.tever it is, it gets a rea
drive. Our picture shows, from left, at the front, Grip from a very early age.
four-year-olds, Tia Clinton, Carl Nowak and irguably, a contender for
Stephanie Smith trying to catch one of the bears. the best ' Id:DS i ' pic
They are among about 80 children from Croyland £ all ti onTmce A5
Nursery School who paid 50p each to have their o1 a ime, we a.re ag
bears take part in the fun. The jumps were being Indebted to Dawvid Hughes for

followed by a teddy bears’ picnic and were the : . T Ple
brainchild of head teacher Julia Martin. unearthing this lovely Hc,

If, as seems likely, no one




TRACKING DOowN OLD TOMS MAGNUM OPUS...ccees

As you know, from time to time, we make comments on and glean juicy Tid Bits from
what all knowledgaable Kiters hail as the most Authoritative Kite Book of all time,
Long regarded as the Repository of all Kite knowledge, past,present and Future.,

We refer of course, to, 0ld Tom's Rustic Kitecraft. Every time we mention this
Book, there is a flurry of excitement in the Kite fratermity as the poor unfortunates
who do not possess a copy are Wound up by those who do, The perrenial scarcity of the
Book does present serious problems as the number of Kiters now searching high and low
for acopy is always growing,

As a lot of you are aware, the scarcity is caused by the fact that when first pup-
lished, the sheer size of the book, made it very expensive and the cover price in no
way covered the production costs and therefore apart from the Ten Calf Bound, Hand ann-
otated by the Author presentation copies,the print run was only 145 copies, There has
always been rumours of a Bootleg edition, but these rumours can be safely disregarded,
for, it is known that due to the sheer physical size of the Book, anyone trying to Boot-
leg the book would knacker the Fhotocopier,

For those of you who do not possess a copy we'll give a few details, 0ld Tom's
Book was printed Quadruple Elephant (which is big) has 196 chapters, 2,87. pages, weighs
would you beiieve it 14 pounds and has approx 7,500 line drawings and photos, 0ld Tom
was asked if the book could be published as a weekly Fartwork, but he refused, so you'll
just have to keep searching, Ther are at least 38 copies still umaccounted for,

014 Tom by the way is still going strong, he's 94 this year, and is presently eng-
aged as a Cosultant by the Lockheed Corporations'SKUNK WORKS' where as you know, of cour-
se they are working on the top Secret succesor to the 'AURORA' project.

As a small appetite whetter we are printing a small morsel , which is concermed
with Kite Dynamics, Not all of Old Tom's book is as Dry as this

The changes in the forces on the kite are
Horizontally, _ Vertically,
G(Tl cos ¢1) = CO0s él 6T‘ — T1 sin ¢1 6¢1 O(T; Sin ¢‘) - Sin él dT‘ + Tl cos él Ml

= — R(aw, + o) (4.28) = — R(by + byz)) (4:29)
cf. equations (2.2) where in this case x, = — 8(x, — %))

— 8(zy — 7)) . (4.30)

4 = —sin (¢, — ¢y) + :: : :: (cos ¢y — cosé,) + g:—_—E: (sin ¢, — sin ¢,) (4.31)

-
T o
4.4, = —— cos¢, (sin¢, —sing,) + sin’4, (}:_——;’: — sin ¢.) o e (4.82)
. ’ . - T .
4.h = . — 5, sin $1{sin¢, —sind,) — (u + cos ¢, sin* ¢,) Ei—:%: — sin ¢,).. (4.33)
; §a— ¢
4.a,= 3 2 7, cos ¢, (cos ¢, — cos ¢,) + sin’¢, (cos by — o:Ta: % .o (4.34)

: $— ¢
4.0,= 8 r_‘ alsin.cﬁ, (cos ¢, — cos ¢,) — (4 + cos ¢, sin’ ¢,) | cos ¢, — a: o a:) (4.35)

Hollingdale* has given a series of curves from which the values of &, ¢,, etc., may be obtained
very rapidly over a wide range of values of «. Unfortunately, however, his curves do not cover
many cases of interest in problems on kites and gliders when the cable is short or nearly straight.
Resort must then be had to calculation and great care and accuracy are essential otherwise
completely wrong values of the cable derivatives may be obtained.

SOME PEOFLE THINKK
Cazau pece I INEESCI Y 5
BEAU PEEP TEDDY- BEARS.

By Roger Kettle and
Andrew Christine




FAUNA IN SPACE , THE SEARCH FOR SHOCK?,.....

Well, no, actually the Space in question is on the Bank of the Columbia River at
West Richland in Washington State, But, there appears to be a definite Search for Shock
as the Furry Members of Violet Weeks " SKY TREK SKYDIVE SOUAD" flirt with disaster near
the Cold waters of the aforesaid River, Boldly going, where no fauna has gone before
Violets inrepid Band hang out at lots of local Winerys ( are you listening Andy King?)
we're not too sure if they are a "LUSH" lot but nethertheless with the Antics of this
Furry Mob, the eventual Fauna Conquest of the U,S, is that little bit nearer,

So, its a big BMISS Yoo Hoo to Vi, Bubba, Kong, Cuddles, Rambo et al, Bubba by the

way , sports a T Shirt with the motto , "BE Kind to Stunters" on the front, nice

one Bubba, them Smiling Phizog Challenged Mutts need all the friends they
can get,

This little piece, right is in similar vein  WWIND LIFTS

to a piece we printed a couple of years ago

ot o ooy coneen ccosnce PARA UP

must have been well TATERS up that high BY 20,000&

for him to have suffered Frostbite, it is'nt

enough to admit him as a member of BUISS. i L O]

ﬂu?th'inhm air cur-
From time to time we get enquiries as to the use E?.Illogftmurfucked 0
of the name Bearly Made It Skydive Squad and the  Dicier Dharin. 24, leapt

out of the plane at

Initials B,M,I.S.S.. by other Bear and Fauna Bomb L0000 durng & Siowm
ers, The Fosition is this, If the use of BMISS 23,0001
is for your own personal Fun or for a Charity do, “Gimanagey! ‘o duch ne

i 5 3 and open a reserve be-
then use it by all means., If however, if its use R e

is in comnection with a Sraightforward Money mak- due to intense cold
ing Caper then we must Demur, In cases such as gl WK of oxveon:

Private Dharin was even-
this BMISS (1981) claims copyright, Hope this tuslly found 30 miles
does'nt sound too Heavy, its not meant to be and Toulouse,  central

the same thing goes as regards Roman Candle, You are [Frange., where he

hould hav
at libearty to Copy R.C. Rip bits from it, Slagus  wih mates from his
off to your Hearts content (we do all of these) we The Frenchman was
dont care, in fact all we ask is that you give SR o SRt o

his hands.
Roman Candle a Credit.. Cheers.

. Hmm, Thinks, well we've almost apologised to Indiana, so hopefully

R BMISS they wont declare Var on us, No Doubt , Non Bottle Job Iowanians 7?
SKYEU. will have a bone to pick with us . Ferhaps Pukey will be no longer in
BAVNER peea of a high Fibre Diet, Pigs might Fly. We've only slagged off the Fo

Faced Kiters in an extremely Miniscule way, this Issue, so even they might

Crack thier Phizogs a little, threfore you could say that everything is A,0.K,

Curiously enough
BEAU PEEP LI T T the only thing that

went through the mind
of the Bowl of Fetun-
: SANDRA , v )] ias as it fell, was,
LS e . -_,.Kuw.' ,. 4 2 — . — :7_",_ " Oh, no not agaj_n"
s Tt A\ : : 2 . { Many people have spec-
S | e, e = VLt %] ulated that if we
G |38 ; oy 4 =\ . - - | knew why the Petunias
had thought that, we
would know a lot more
about the nature of
the Universe, than
we do now,Hitchikers
Guide to The Galaxy.

WHAT A STUPID F.
NAME FOR A :
TEDDY-BEAR /

Watcha know, once again we've managed to cobble up another Four )
Pages of Mindless Drivel, How do we do it Stanley, or Thats another fine Mess you've

Gotten us into, We manage to do it dear Readers thanks to your constant supply of
suitable Rubbish, If you keep it coming, so will we. So its the usual to the usual.
The Teddytorial, c/o The Boring 01d Fart, 48 Laurel Lane, W/Drayton , Middx.
U.B.7. 7 T.Y. United Kingdom,
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Worlds Apart ® Peter Powell ® Martin Lester ® Revolution e LiteFlite ®
Omnifoil ® Shanti ® Fizz ® Rare Air ® Skynasaur ® Carrington Novare ®
Flexifoil ® Speedwing ® Spectra Sports ® Peel ® Morgan e Inflight
Raindrop ® Dan Leigh ® Foskett ¢ Slater ® Nick James  Larus *
Quicksilver ® Skyblooms ® Vertical Visuals ® Brookite ®* Wycombe ®
Windy ¢ Ferrari ® Boomerangs * Discs and Rings ® Books and
Magazines ® Videos ® Pins ® Accessories ® Spares ® Materials  Fittings

o Still Air Toys ® Estes Rockets o

Retail ® Mail Order ® Telephone Credit Card Sales ® Fax Credit Card
Sales ® Parcel Force 24-Hour ® 48 Hour * Trakbak and International
Delivery ® Free Price Lists and Catalogues ® Advice ® Repairs ® Highly
Trained and Experienced Staff ® 17 Years in the Kite Business
Wholesale Distribution ® Manufacture ® Import ® Export ¢ Event

Organisation ® Custom Kites ® Custom Windsocks ® Custom Banners ®

Have we forgotten anything?
If so, please let us know.

48 Neal Street, London WC2H 9PA
Tel: 071-836-1666 ¢ Fax: 071 836-2510
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