























































































































(brother-in-law Barry Poulter) setting up
his Edos. Many of our European and
North American friends from the English
summer circuit were also in evidence.
The day was spent with my rok staked
out. The main problem was a brain - no
not mine which was slowly pickling in
Bier D'Alsace - but a large black thing
which defied description, except to
describe it as a sort of square, brain
design with a stick across the diagonal
and a line at the two other comers. It sat
there for 15 minutes at a time and then
would suddenly come to life trashing
everything in sight. It did get a little
irritating!

Needless to say there were some
remarkable confections - although | was
disappointed that many had been seen
two years earlier - | was left feeling that
several of the world's more well known
kite makers have maybe spent to much
time flying recently! The new rok caused
some comment - "hey mister there's a
kite jammed in yours" etc. - see it next
year and you will see what he meant!
Both days saw young Miss Oakhill doing
a roaring trade in feathers - trouble was
she was not always there to sell them,
something about a beer bottle and a
peanut? (No comment! Ed)

Saturday night's alright for... having a
really great party time and drinking far
too much and singing Belgian drinking
songs and eating and doing some night
flying and watching fireworks and...
breathless? We were! Our hosts had laid
on a small meal thingy for the
delegations - 1,000 heads of them!
Venue: sporis hall. Fleets of bendi-buses
to take us there. Great grub and lots of
wine. Did some serious celeb' spotting
whilst they proved that they don't behave
like celebs! Carolyn nicked Peter Lynn's
hat, Peter's oppo' nicked it back. We got
some Belgian kids to go of in search of
more wine in exchange for a small bribe
- much pin trading done. And then the
bread arrived. Huge cheer went up and
the crowd went wild.

Back on the buses, down to town,
fireworks, massed team ballet and the
whole bit. And after it all died down
Carolyn and |, somewhat the worse for
some lemon squash, set up to fly a bit of
(please BOF forgive me - | was weak
and misguided) two line flying. This
French chap and his misses came up
and we started flying together, me his
German kite and he my English one.
Carolyn stood by the fence. The wind

was reasonably strong - our French
friend put my kite into a steep dive - and
didn't pull out in time. The kite coming to
an abrupt halt - one hundred and
t.w.e.n.t.y - Carolyn's head! This is a hat
(sic) trick. First Jennison side swiped her
with a parascending sand bag weighted
bear at Weymouth, then the BOF
impaled her at the Brighton Fest during
the "Trash The Wild Thang" Comp and
now this. At next years fest's Carolyn
can be identified sporting a very fetching
blue hard hat!

Sunday was slow - hangovers have that
effect. A very pleasing lunch, a little
flying and the team rok contest so late
that Les Anglais couldn't enter due-to
heading for the ferry - | was not a happy
bunny as | was determined to uphold the
honour of England! C'est la vie!

On to ferry, Indian fighters flown off the
stern whilst we waited to depart, and
then multiple kites flown across the
channel - well mostly in it actually. BOF
had a bag of cr*p as he subtly described
it and much ended in the drink. On the
way over a 20 knot tailwind plus 20 knot
speed of ship = 0, on the way back a 20
knot headwind plus 20 knot speed
equals a kite trashing gale! We still
arrived in Newhaven with something
flying - even if it was a highly vented
carrier bag!

Overall conclusion, a truly great festival.
And ask Toody about Mik Jennison's
absence and his passport - but don't do
it when he's in earshot...

Jerry Swift

DIEPPE - SOME PERSONAL
OBSERVATIONS

My wife Doreen and | travelled on the
7.15pm Friday ferry with Barry and Gill
Pitman as fellow travellers in one car,
making a late entrance to the Windsor
Hotel in Dieppe.

We were to take Toody and Mik as
passengers in the car, but Mik appeared
to have become an illegal immigrant
overnight as he no longer had a birth
certificate, and could not apply for a
British passport!! Is he ever going to be
allowed to forget this? However, his
place in the "Hennesseymobile" was
taken by his friend Steve, who was not a
kiteflyer, just a lover of the
"Amberneckoil”, and often seen in one
of the 365 Brighton pubs on most
evenings, or should that read "in most of
the 365 Brighton pubs in one evening"?




Saturday was an excellent flying day
with onshore winds creating a great
spectacle of kites and associated wind
garbage flying over the Dieppe lawns. Of
course | had to try out the infamous BKF
Stratoscoop 3, nicknamed "Lawnmower
2", because of it's tendency to go into
involuntary groundpasses and cut
everything else out of the sky! But
salvation was at hand. "Why not adjust
the bridle"? | thought. It had not been
touched for about two years, and | had
leammed a lot about kites in that time.
Some twenty minutes later, the BKF
mob stood open mouthed as
"Lawnmower 2" became one of the most
stable kites in the air! The end of an
era? Not quite, there is still the Strat 4,
"Lawnmower 1", to fix - some other time!
In the evening my wife and | decided to
have a quiet "téte-a-téte" meal at the
hotel restaurant, which overlooks the
lawns. Towards the end of the meal,
several BKF rowdies appeared at our
table bearing half empty (they would say
half full) bottles of wine from the
kitefiyers "do". These were duly
consumed and deposited under the table
before we all retired to our room for a
nightcap.

At some time during the impromptu
party and before going to bed | had to go
down to the car for something, only to be
accosted by the hotel receptionist asking
if I had brought in all the wine bottles
that were left under our table! At that
point | had to tell him that they had been
brought in by my "friends". Thank you
folks!

At last people dispersed towards their
own rooms and | got into bed and was
just drifting into the land of nod when |
was rudely awoken by a very rhythmic
snoring and intermittent farting. It
appeared that Steve was totally
unconscious on the floor of our bedroom
and there was no way he was going to
wake up, (once this guy goes - there ain't
no waking him up no how - you could
jump on his head - we know... we tried it!
Ed) so he had to go! Toody, Doreen and
Carolyn dragged him along the floor into
the hotel corridor and left him to sleep it
off, so | could now go to sleep at last,
despite the resounding snores coming
through two doors!

Early in the moming | went to the
bathroom and nearly fell over the body
lying on the floor. How on earth did
Steve manage to bet back into the
room? It appears that at about 3am he

was wandering around the lobby looking
for a toilet, when he was accosted by the
hotel porter, who wanted to know what
he was doing. When Steve explained
what he was looking for, the porter let
him back into our room with a pass key.
| wonder just how secure these French
hotels are?

Sunday was another excellent flying day
with winds in the same direction, but we
had to leave just after 4pm to get the
ferry home. Of course there were the
usual tako kichi antics on the poop deck
before leaving port and most of the way
home.

So ended another brilliant Dieppe
International Kite Festival. | am sure
everyone is looking forward to the next
one, but please find your passport Mik, |
cannot stand another night with Steve!
Ray Oakhill

THE CULTURAL BITNO 7 1

Thought From Dieppe’
Love is...

... Throwing up down the same toilette!
The contributors, having had a
serious bash at consuming the EEC's
wine Jake in one evening - wish to
remain anonymous... | can't think
why?!

BKF HANDY (GASTRONOMIC)
HINTS NO 11 &2

As you late night Aguado revellers will
doubtless know - French gladioli bulbs
are not at their best eaten raw. They are,
however, reputed to be delicious lightly
sautéed in butter, with a little garlic, a
dash of red wine and a sprinkling of
fresh dill. Raw intemmal pickling in red
wine is not recommended - see The
Cuitural Bit'!

ONE SKY ONE WORLD 09/10/94

On 'One Sky One World' day... (or 'One
World One Kite' day as my little sis'
insists on calling it!) it has become a
BKF tradition to join the White Horse
Kite Flyers at their fly-in site, Barbury
Castle near Swindon.

Despite October's fast decreasing
temperatures Barry Poulter, Mik and |
decided to make a weekend of it at
Cowpat Hill. So on Saturday we
crammed tents, thermals, vast quantities
of home made pizza, a few beer
vouchers and not to mention... the odd
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kite or two of course - into Barry's wagon
and headed off to the Land of the
Starving Horse (o use a Barkerism or is
that Boferism?)!

Having wound our way up to the summit
of Cowpat Hill we struck camp at Brian &
Lynne Simpson's very conveniently
situated and friendly cafe with small
adjoining campsite. Only then did it
occur to us that it was strange no one
else had arrived yet - but then expected
we'd see them later in the pub as we'd
arranged with the Robinsons. "Hang
on... but what if everyone else has
wimped out of the camping... so what
was the name of the pub Dave
mentioned?" "Sorry - no idea - but he did
say it was only 5 minutes walk down the
hill from here."

However, we had noticed - a litile
worryingly | hasten to add, that the last
pub we had passed on out way out of
known civilisation was about 5 miles and
not minutes away!

Just as we were debating the long trudge
in search of beer - salvation appeared in
the form of a rather whizzie Flowform
(made by Don Mock we Ilater
discovered) just over the brow of the hill,
shortly to be followed by the owner -
Martin Croxton with the offer of a more
than welcome lift. | suppose we should
have put his tent up for him really... we
owe you one Martin! As it turns out
Dave's legendary 'S minutes' must have
meant the time taken to get from your
car (in the pub car park) to the barl
Strangely reminiscent of some very
similar duff info we got at the
Scunthorpe festival a few years ago |
seem to remember - but then you'll have
to backtrack a few issues for that story!
Sunday moming and no one had thought
to mention that 'Foghorn Leghom' was
roosting a mere few feet away from
where we were camping - SO come
5.30am he decided to tell us himself!
And again at 6.00am... and again at...!
We therefore had an excruciatingly early
start to what tummed out to be an idyllic
blue sky, sunshine and light wind day.
Dave, Janet, Neil and Arthur were
already busy erecting the new and
extremely whizzie (green and white, no
less) WHKF Hostility Suite for a kite
workshop, and it wasn't long before the
grazing cows in the surrounding flying
areas were out numbered by kites and
fliers.

Mik and | decided to indulge in a spot of
team flying before the stunt area

became too crowded and had just
performed the most spectacular and
much practiced 'Birds Nest & Splat'
manoeuvre when Oakie 1 appeared,
having set off from Brighton at some
unearthly hour of the moming.

We arrived back at the Hostility Suite to
find Barry staggering around with
armfuls of jelly (in packets that is)! It
turns out that whilst under the influence
in Dieppe he had informed everyone
that he has a licence to handle jelly...
the exploding raspberry flavoured
variety it seems! Meanwhile Joan was
presenting Neil Harvey with an
awesomely huge adjustable spanner,
resulting in the 'Neil's Nuts' scoop shortly
to be appearing on page 3 of the WHKF
newsletter (it's a long story - ask him)!
The wind stayed light and the sun stayed
out, so we spent the aftemoon bear
bombing with the BOF and Don Newing.
My ever faithful and trusty bear 'Fiver
disgraced himself, much to the delight of
the onlookers (not to mention the BOF:
"got eggonyerface now girl!") by doing
his first ever RC straight into the deck. |
suppose this really serves me right for
having bragged about his 100% perfect
jump record to date, although | blame
the unfortunate incident entirely on Mik
who dissuaded me from taking the usual
precautionary measure of blowing out
his ‘chute (when it's been packed up for
a while) prior to ascent. In the event it
bore more than a passing resemblance
to a crinkle-cut chip all the way down to
terra firma! However, the BOF's Brother
Sid was soon to join the Cowpat Hill
Brown nose Society...

Aftempt 1: Sid detaches himself from
ferry just 10ft up line - 'chute deploys
and Sid hits deck... BOF curses mightily
and repacks 'chute

Attempt 2: Sid drops 100ft... pilot ‘chute
deploys as Sid hits deck... BOF curses
mightily and repacks ‘chute

Attempt 3: Sid drops 100ft... hits deck...
no sign even of pilot 'chute

Attempt 4: Perfect success... BOF stops
cursing Sid

Aftempt 5: Sid refuses to let go at top
untii shaken down by BOF who
recommences cursing Sid

Final score: Brother Sid: 3/BOF:
1/Drawn: 1. So it happens to us all!
Thanks to the WHKF (or 'WHIFF' as my
PC spelichecker insists on suggesting!)
for a brilliant weekend - an excellent end
to last years season.

Toody Oakhill
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POOLE (OF WATER?) 30/10/94

It rained.

It tipped it down.

| wish | could say something eise about
this small meeting but the memory of
horizontal minuscule missiles of water
permeating everything from waist down
(at least | had a waterproof coat) still
sends my important little places in to a
state of damp shock. So all | can say
is... it rained hard!

Carolyn and | met Gill and Barry Pitman
in Poole. The event was a small
exhibition of kites by various makers
(very small as it turned out) with a fly in
and workshop. The latter did not
happen. So we had a cup of tea, got
soaked - and | mean soaked, and came
home.

It rained very hard!

Jerry Swift

250 SLED KITES LATER...

£ = Toody OQakhill/Mik Jennison
#* = Ray 'Oakie 1' Oakhill

& = Baz Poulter

© =13 year old student

#*"Yeah, you could handle it... it would
be a doddle, school activity week...
loadsa fun"

£'Ermr... just how many kids are we
talking here?"

#*"0Oh... not so many per session,
you've done it before..."

£"Yes, but not like for a whole week...
day in... day out..."

&*"It's paid"

£"We'll do it! So how many kids are we
talking here?"

&"... well... 250... but spread over a
whole week of course”

£"250... you're kidding... what age?”
13"

£"...13... isn't that the obnoxious age? (I
seem to remember!)"

&*"It'll be a breeze... you'll see”

£"So how many sessions... how many
gruesome 13 year olds per workshop?”

#*"Oh just 20 or 25"
2"WHAT!! So what kite are we
making?”

#*"Well time pressure dictates it's got to
be sled kites which should be pretty
simple... except for teaching them the
bowline knots"

£"Bowlines... oh good grief... isn't that
the rabbit comes up the rabbit-hole, runs
round the tree and goes back down the




rabbit-hole... or is that the rabbit climbs
the tree, can't find the rabbit-hole,
despairs, finds a piece of line that's
meant to be a bowline and hangs itself?"
6""And by the way... you don't mind
being called 'Miss' and 'Sir* do you?"
£"Uggghhh..."

=%"Hi Baz, | don't suppose you'd
happen to be free on the week of 27
June by any chance?"

=t"Erm, maybe... why?"

=%"Well we've sort of landed ourselves
a workshop... there's just one thing..."
ad"Yeah... workshops are wacky fun...

tell me where, tell me when... Il be
there!”

=%"Phew!"

Notable comments of the week -

£"If you try to make a hole in the bench
with my hole punch again... I'll make one
in your head!"

©"Miss - fly mine for me will you - I'd
rather be sunbathing!"

£"No, | don't think the word 'SEX in
purple and green is a very creative
design for your sled kite! And yes, Man
Utd and East 17 have been done already
this week."

©"Sir, are all the Brighton Kite Flyers
called Barry?"

2£"Well only half... the other half are
called John, and it's not so weird - all the
White Horse Kite Flyers are -called
Dave!"

©"Here Sir, look after our kites... we're
going for a *fag in the bushes" (*USA
readers read cigarette!)

£"Surely she's not only 13 years old?"
£"0Oh s*t... isn't it group A next - the
ones who only walked half" a mile of their
downland activity and staged a sit in for
the rest of the day?!"

Well we got to the end of the week,
eventually, and now fully appreciate why
teachers drink and smoke so much!
Seriously though, to end on a positive
note - it certainly was an experience, it
was fun, we learmnt a lot (probably more
than the students!) and did enjoy it...
they really weren't all that bad! The
majority of students produced some
brilliant kites and seemed to get a lot out
of it. Thanks to Beth the Art teacher and
to Barrys Poulter and Pitman for their
brave and invaluable assistance above
and beyond the call of duty!

A couple of weeks later...

#*"Yeah, you could handle it... it would
be a doddle, university summer activity
day... loadsa fun"

2"Err... just how many students are we

talking here?"

#"0Oh... not so many per session, but
there's just one problem..."

£"0Oh yes, and what is it this time?"

6" They're Japanese language
students...”

£"So they're leaming Japanese - what's
the problem there?"

*"No - they're Japanese and they
haven't learnt any English yet."
2"WHAT?! You mean not only will we
be teaching the Japanese about kites
(isn't that a bit like teaching your
Grandmother to suck eggs?!) but they
speak no English!... well if we got
through the last one | suppose we can
get through anything!"

=%"Hi Baz, | don't suppose you'd
happen to be free on the 15 August by
any chance?..."

Toody 'don’'t call me teach’ Oakhill

BKF AGM REMINDER

Devil's Dyke Inn/Thursday 9 February
19985/8.00pm onwards: This year we
have decided to combine the Club
Monthly Social Evening with the AGM -
so that's one less extra free evening and
a few less beer vouchers to find!

All Club members are invited to come
along to the AGM to air their views,
suggestions and ideas. If you can't
attend, then your ideas are still very
welcome and will be put forward if
posted to me at the Editor's address.

BKF FLY-IN REMINDER DATES -

1st Sunday/Month: Hollingbury

Grid Ref: 198TQ 324 083 from 11.00am
3rd Sunday/Month: Telscombe Tye
Grid Ref: 198TQ 392 017 from 11.00 am
2nd Thursday/Month: The Devil's
Dyke Inn/Devil's Dyke from 8.00pm
Grid Ref: 198TQ 258 112 Social bash
and flying evening

USE THIS SPACE 51X

Thanks to all this issue's contributors.
Please send anything for inclusion in the
April issue by 10 March 1995 to...
Toody Oakhill/Editor

The Brighton Kite Flyers

Flat 29/Astra House

Kings Road

Brighton

East Sussex

BN1 2HJ

= 0273 321395
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» | Artistic
3. Group

Volume 1 lIssue 2

You may have noticed in the last issue of the kiteflier
a column mentioning the possibility of the formation
of a new group, which would be dedicated to the more
artistic side of kiting. I think 1 should make it clear
from the start that when I use the word Art | use it
very loosely and | do hope people don't think that this
group is only for people who are fine artists in any
classical or academic sense, although these people
will of course be welcome as well.

No this group is for that not so small in numbers
group of people who really enjoy decorating their
kites, and basically making them look more attractive
by what ever means they like.

This group is not just an idea anymore the response

has been really good and I am pleased to say that the
Artistic Kite Group has arrived.

The Aims of the A.K.G.

(what's it all about)

The idea behind the AKG is that out there is a whole
wealth of talented artistic people who make and fly
some beautiful kites. and yet at the various kite
festivals up and down the country ( with the notable
exception of Bristol ) very little time or space is given
over to these kites. Obviously the Internationally
famous visitors do get to show their kites but little
opportunity is given to the ordinary kite maker to
display his or her work.

The primary aim of the AKG is to try to help to put
this unfortunate oversight right. In order to do this we
need to convince the people who put on kite festivals
that there is sufficient interest in artistic kites to
justify them giving us space at their events.

NEWS

Secondly I would like to see far more kite exhibitions
within the community as a whole. These exhibitions of
artistic kites do take place but are poorly advertised /
publicised and in the past have rarely even made the
pages of The Kiteflier Only through increasing the
profile of Artistic Kiting can kites become recognised as
a valid platform for artistic expression.

Thirdly In order that people understand and are aware of
the great diversity of methods and techniques available
to the budding kite artist the AKG will try to promote
and publish ideas and techniques so that skills can be
shared through these pages.

Fourthly I have already begun a file of photographs of
the work of members to show at kite festivals and
elsewhere in order to promote the work of members of
the AKG to as wide an audience as possible.

Finally 1 would like to see the AKG have its own kite
festival which could truly put artistic kiting firmly on the
map. This however is dependant totally on whether
adequate support can be found.

This list is not exhaustive and anyone with any positive
constructive suggestions is welcome to contribute.

Costs :-

Membership of the AKG is FREE to anyone who
is interested in artistic kites and kiting.
[ have already produced a small first newsletter which
has been sent out to those who have contacted me and
hope to continue with this so long as I can afford to.
(my apologies to those who received the first newsletter
for the considerable repetition here but it is necessary)
Any contributions e.g. postage stamps would be most
welcome but are not essential I accept that we all have
different means to live within.
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DUNSTABLE KITES

STOCKISTS OF: 23 GgEAT NORTHERN ROAD
FLEXIFOIL, POWERHOUSE, KITED, EOLA GAYLA, | DUNSTABLE
WORLDS APART, & MANY OTHERS. BEDS. LU5 4BN

KITE KRAZY KASH & KARRY
'PRICES ON RIPSTOP & CARBON ETC.

RIDICULOUS . CRAZY FABULOUS BARGAIN
RIPSTOP |  CARBON | FIBRE-GLASS | BITS & PIECES
Various widths and | TUBE: 2mm Rod 35p/mtr Vinyl end caps
colours. 5.5mmstd. 1.75/mtr | 3mm Rod 40p/mtr | from 5p each.
5.5mmU.L. 1.80/mtr | 5mm Rod 60p/mtr | 50mm Dacron tape
FROM AS LOW AS ROD: \ 8mm Tube 90p/mtr |various colours 55p.mtr
1.00 /mtr. 2.0mm 1.10/mtr | 10mm Tube 1.20/mtr \Ally connectors from
13.0mm 1.30/mtr | | 50p each

| ' 'T' Pieces, nocks and
Many other sizes at | Other sizes available ‘ moulded fittings also
similar CRAZY PRICES | at FAB LOW PRICES. available.

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME.




Events News

Shrewsbury 1995

Shrewsbury Kite festival is planned as ever for the
first weekend in July and Tony Slater Who organises
the event has kindly offered us space to put on a small
display of Artistic Kites during the festival.

To be honest | normally go to Washington for the
inevitably conflicting Festival of the Air but if there is
sufficient interest in Shrewsbury I would be willing to
forgo my annual trek up north to Washington and
organise a display at Shrewsbury.

Swindon 1995

Swindon Kite festival 1s planned for the 13th and
14th of May and Peter Dawson has contacted me and
asked if the AKG would put on a display at the
festival, so anyone interested please contact me and
I'll include your work in the exhibition. which should
be on the walls of the marquee

Birmingham Kite festival / Sculpting the sky 1995-

The Midland Kite fliers in conjunction with
Birmingham city council are arranging a kite festival
in Birmingham sometime in April ( the date is not
fixed yet ) and again the AKG has been asked to put
on an exhibition, this may also take the form of a
friendly competition with perhaps a best kite in show
award. All of this is not yet finalised but 1 hope we
will find out in the near future and I'll let anyone who
is interested know as soon as I do.

Other festivals

If any other festival organisers would like to include
an artistic kite display or competition at their festival
then I would be only too happy to co-ordinate / help
with it. anyone else who wishes to be involved in
helping to set up exhibitions would be warmly
welcomed

please contact me at the address given.

Materials News

Harry Douglas has some cheap first quality ripstop
made by a manufacturer called Hood it is 1 m wide and
1s available in jade, purple, light blue, red, orange,
yellow, green and black, and it costs £1.50 / m

if your interested phone Harry on 0202-660457

Contributions

If the AKG section of the magazine is to be successful
then it will need your contributions, please send your
photos, anecdotes, articles, plans, reports, reviews,
techniques, tips, or anything else you think may be of
interest .

To start you all off I have included below one of my
own designs.

Thank you

[ would like to thank all those people who have
responded to the idea of an artistic kite group, by writing
letters, making phone calls and even sending E-mail.
especially Gill and Jon for allowing us this space
without which we would have to charge people.

Contacts
If you wish to send anything to the AKG then send it to

Charlie Charlton
38 Beechway
Maghull
Merseyside

L31 1HP

Tel. 051 526 9913
Unfortunately at present my E-mail provider has closed

so I am not available on internet until I find another
cheap source of feed.
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Competition

The AKG logo at the beginning of this section which
I have designed is a rather makeshift affair so 1
thought a competition to design a new one would be a
good idea. as a prize | am putting up one of the below
jewel kites which I have made.

Please send your entries to me by March Ist .
Remember the design should not be too complicated
as hopefully we should be able to’get some pins made
up with the design on.

JEWEL KITE

This kite which | have published previously in a couple
regional kite magazines has been very successful. It will fly
in extremely light airs on about a 25Ib line or in stronger
conditions on about 701b line.

INSTRUCTIONS
This kite is made up of 22 panels to make it you will need
to make cardboard templates for all the pieces fortunately
this only needs the making of 10 different templates since
the left and right are simply mirror images of each other and
panels 6 and 7 are identical .

The reason that the central panels are 64 cms high and not
65 cms 1s that A2 card is 64 cms wide and is widely
available for making templates .only piece . number 4
requires two pieces of card to be joined

Once you have made the ten templates mark around them
onto the fabric using a fine line | use children's coloured
pencils varying the colour dependant on the fabric colour to
produce a clear contrast.

Leave a little space around each piece to add the seam
allowance. The seam allowance | recommend is a quarter
inch, make this allowance as accurate as you can and the
pieces will match up when sewn together much more easily.

When the pieces are all marked out cut them out exactly
along the seam allowance line, | use a surgeons scalpel and
a metal rule but a rotary cutter or even scissors could be
used with care.

If you look at the plan you will see that although the kite is
made of 22 panels it can be broken down into six areas top
left, centre right, and bottom left etc. When assembling the
kite these areas should all be constructed first before any of
these six are joined together.

Firstly sew the seams between pieces 1 and 2 ,then 2 and 3
etc. and continue until pieces 1 to 4 are all joined repeat this
for 1' to 4' and then for 5 to 8 and 5' to 8' finally join the
pieces 9 to 11 and 9" to 11' you should now have six panels.
Always work out from the centreline.

The best method of joining each panel is to use a patchwork
method, Lay the front faces of each piece of fabric facing each
other and carefully align the edges. sew down the line leaving
two small flaps of fabric sticking out at the back and a clean
join on the front of the kite .

Once all six sections are constructed return to the first piece to
flatten it and strengthen the seams lay the flaps of fabric on
the back towards the outside edges and sew another line down
their centres

Join the remaining 6 panels into 3 by combining the top pair,
middle pair and bottom pair.

flatten all the seams the same way to either the left or right.
Using the same method as before join the top, middle and
bottom into one piece and flatten both seams downwards.

The outside edged can now be edge bound over the quarter
inch seam allowances, 1 use a half inch polyester tape but if
you can't find this then a folded piece of ripstop cut with the
grain would suffice.

Add small pockets at the six points and frame using 6 mm
dowel for the horizontal spars and a 6.35 mm glassfibre tube
for the spine the cross spars should be set at a dihedral using
the widely available plastic moulded variety .If you intend to
fly in strong winds then use or at least have a spare set of
glassfibre spars all of 6.35 mm

I recommend a six legged bridle along the lines of rokkaku
type bridling attached via small loops these should be on the
lines connecting top to middle and middle to bottom, at the top
they should be 40 cm either side and in the middle whereas at
the bottom they should be 30 cm either side and again in the
middle.

At the back of the kite it is also advisable to attach small ties at
the bridle points to hold the frame to the sail.

The bridle length is not critical but about 2m for the central
line, top and bottom and the outer lines adjusted to pull evenly
when the dihedrals are in place. Connect the top three lines to
the bottom three with a central piece of about 50 cm and add a
small aluminium ring to adjust the towing point.

If you have any problems feel free to contact me and I'll help
if I can.
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Ground Control Kites

/%/ e West View
/

Sturgate
Gainsborough

Lincs

DN21 5PX

Tel/Fax 01427 838414

The Sale

Start of season or end of season sale (depends on your view point)
The following kites are in the sale first come first served ring for colours and

availability
Kite price sale price discount
LIS comrcrirsimivsssmermrsrmesrors 86.00 ...covvenen BV O wavriionnd 33% off
Lightfl#eS e i Ko o R— 6000 e 33% off
Lightflite Heavy evveeveeeereeeeerns B3.00. e 8200 s B OFf
Lightflite Radial ccoeeeeveereneenens 600 s il £ QEEE NS 33% off
Revolution Backtracker ............. T9.99 . i DI i 25% off
Power House Lapwing «veeevveeverns 50 A N M BHEDD ccoriisrroes 25% off
Righflgers Sprife omessmimsmvens 39.99 sovmmresins 2D Svesridins 25% off
Highflyers Speedthang .....ocrvvrers 2999 “Giirimivirs 2249 rerveere 25% off
Flexifoil Impulse (94 colours) ...69.50 ............. BIRBD) o i 20% off

Sale prices do not include post and packing or any other previous offer

Just in Flexifoils new full size free style kite the Stranger
All the vsuval kites / spares / D.I.Y. stuff available at

GREAT PRICES with GREAT SERVICE
HAPPY FLYING NEW YEAR

Dynema line and straps still available at £5.00 with most kites (not in the sale).
Mail order at no extra cost. Free post and packing on all kites and parts / spares over £15.
All major credit cards accepted on telephone orders for same day dispatch.
For a full price list of kites and spares / diy parts just ring or write to the above address.

Phone/fax 01427 838414
open till 8pm




The Journal of the Bearly Made It Skydive Squad. The International Brother and

- Sisterhood of Parachuting Faund and the U.K. Ted Devils. Mindless Drivel content far

exceeds 100%. Guaranteed Politically Incorrect and proud of it.

Absolutely
horrendous,

Yes, Absolugely Horrendous does describe the ghastly happening which occurred at
0ld Warden II, last year..Believe it or not, the one and only South Coast Slapper
was Bearnapped, by of all people, the BOF. What, you may ask was the reason for this
dreadful Deed? Why was the leading light of the 'FROTH off the BEER'saga, forcibly
taken, without so much as a by your leave, and sub jected to what some would regard
as Water Torture.

Actually, this 'Bearnapping' was because the BOF had decided that as it was all
of Twelve Years since Suzy Bear, the Grotty little Moo, had seen a Bath Tub, it was
high time that 'Auld Reekie' the Scrubber had a bloody good Scrub,Yoo Wot!

A while back, we related the story of how Clifford the Will Kipper Parachuting
Dragon had blocked up the plumbing at BOF towers. Clifford was as clean as a new Pin
compared to Suzy Bear. I kid you not. The Bof was gobsmacked at the colour of the
water, let alone the Pong. Holy cow, talk about an enviromental hazard, he almost
felt guilty about letting the filthy brew go down the plughole.

What of Suzy Bear herself?, well, I suppose I could relate a load of old
Cobblers, about how she was forced kicking and screaming into the Bath Tub, but
suffice it to say, we think she rather enjoyed it, after all, with that amount of
crud attached to her, it must have been a relief to rid herself of all that weight.
Lets face it, any Slapper worth her salt would be pleased to be a bit cleaner, as
well as ponging somewhat sweeter. Oakyey One was well impressed, Biggles,( the
cuckolded spouse) said it was high time his 0ld Woman cleaned up her act, and gave
her a Sloppy Wet One,but Drunken Dave was aghast at the change in his paramour.
"Holy Cow, ow will I find me Bird in a Fog" and promptly keeled over.

"UMESSAGE IN A BOTTLE"™
Not exactly a message in a bottle, but something even more peculiar came through
our Letterbox the other Day. Even the BOF was a bit Gobsmacked when he opened the
Box and laid a Jaundiced Eye on, wait for it, a Bear in a Bottle.

Yep, I kid you not, a poor little Bear had been Jammed into a Bottle. Thinking
at first that this must be some kind of a PO- Faced Joke, it was only after reading
the enclosed note that the BOF realised that far from being a PO-Faced Joke, it was
in fact a Stateside type Joke, saying that as we always reckon that Bears have
Bottle, it was about time that a Bottle had a Bear.

Ho! Ho!, very droll. as it happens said Bear does'nt seem to be phased by being
in said Bottle, and I think its only fair that we preserve the anonimity of the kind

person who sent it, 88 the BMISS H Q mob as yet,dpave'nt seen him (WINTER KIP), they
may think its yet another form of Fauna Torture,dsvised by those rottBn HUMES




HE'S old. A bit cross-eyed. Entirely
the wrong colour. And he was picked
up for £1.50 in a flea market.

But Emil the blue mohair Teddy
bear will make a fortune at auction
this month.

So will a black bear called Kris-
topher, who sports the uniform of a
Russian Imperial Hussar. Both were
made by the renowned German

EMIL THE CROSS-EYED TREASURE

Teddy-bear firm of Steiff. And each,
in his way, is unique.

Emil, 12 inches high, was made in
1908. But the makers found that
children didn't want bears in dark
colours. So few others, if any, were
produced.

In 10 days' time at Sotheby's in
London, he could beat the world re-
cord price of £55,000. His woman

owner, who bought Emil in Germany,
says: “Steiff say he is possibly the
only one of his type in the world.”

Kristopher, aged 82, may have
been maile for the Russian royal fam-
ily, murdered in 1917.

Sothety's bear expert Bunny Cam-
piene savs: “We hope Emil and
Kr.:tophut will become the two most
valuable Teddies in the world.”

Say what you will, it does seem
as if the Auction Price attained by

various Bears that come up for
sale, 1is definitely in, Inverse
Ratio to the amount of Hype that

accompanies each and every one.

The Ten Days referred to in the
above piece have come and long
gone, and as you can see, they both
failed abysmally to anywhere their
considerable reserve Price to get
near.

Meanwhile with seemingly very
little advance Hype, Teddy Girl, a
Steiff Bear with an exciting past,

Blessed F.H.B., May his Tribe Increase......And How, Yoo Wot.

Gordon Bennett, you can say that again.
down his way?Talk about getting swamped or even over run with reasonable facimiles
of F.H.B. First off, of course, there was his Nibs, then out of the blue came F.H.B.

Junior, an erstwhile younger version of himself. Then if you please,

calmly
broke the
You can
method 1in
displayed by
its a big

the
BUT,

real World.

A TEDDY bear taken to
the D-Day landings sold
for an amazing £110,000
yesterday.

Ninety?‘:ear old Teddy
Girl fetched double the
previous record despite a
reserve 'Frice of just
£8,000. he buyer at
Christie’s in London was
a Japanese collector.

accepts the fact
previous
price, by a whopping margin.
suppose that
seeming
her buyer,

appear to be completely out

that she
world record

there is

Madness
But, and
£100,000 4 does
of the

DEAR OLD BEAR

The mohair toy, made
by German firm Steiff,
went to war with collec-
tor Colonel Bob Hender-
son. It wa« sold by his

nd-danghter Deirdre,

0, of ame, Uxford-
shire. She said: “I can't
believe i — Z113,000'

Is it something they put in the Water

theres Great

Uncle Flatulence, a rather elderly reprobate, known to be an enviromental hazard.
Now, of all things a somewhat crotchety old girl, who calls herself, Great Aunty

Wintergreen has taken up residence at the BMISS HQ. We wer'nt aware, but it seems as

if theres a populatin explosion amoung Parachuting Orang-Utangs. Not to worry, all

are welcome.

Stop Press! Oh brother, we think we now know wny she's called Wintergreen. Mama
Mia, talk about make yer eyes water. Hey, always look oOn the bright side of life.
Great Aunty Wintergreen wont need to bugger up the average PO-faced display by
crashing intn their midst, she can Jjust do a low level Drift Past and:Gas ‘em, Yeah!




Of Parabear World Records.After hearing, what
those Chipper Chappies from Down Under got up

to at Festival of the Wind 94.

Peter Coleman and Duncan McEvoy fairly demolished the existing Catagory II
(Dump) Record when they successfully Bombed 289 Bears using a very novel method. A
Traveller equipped with an Arrow Head containing a Pin, sailed up the Kiteline to
where a large Bag of Bears was attached at a pre-determined height. On the line near
the Bag was a Balloon,the bursting of which, by the Pin in the Arrow Head, released
a Locking Bar controlling the 'Trap Door' in the Bear Bag. Any complicated system

such as this is always prone to GO- Wrongs,but not this one as it worked perfectly.

BMISS is pleased to retify 289 Bears as the New Cat Il Record, and there also
was a very nice Bonus as Peter, Duncan and Crew also raised nearly 1,000 Dollars for
the Childrens Hospital in Sydney, and that cant be bad.

AARRRGHHHHH!!! He's at

it again. Not content
with bombing 1147
assorted fauna from a
Pole, and even Bungee
Bombing the odd few,
whilst causing general
Mayhem about the place.

Don Newing erstwhile
loony in Cheif of the
Mini Skydivers.has come
up with another crazy
variation in his
eternal quest to Launch

Fauna in ever more Barmy ways. Don calls this The Catapault(was he in the Fleet Air
Arm?) It consists of Two Poles, several Yards of Knicker Elastic and a sort of Sling
arrangement, into which the ususpecting Fauna is placed. Apply some Muscle and
Yabba,Dabba Doo, loads of merriment for the assembled onlookers, plus symptoms of a
High Fibre Diet for the Fauna.

Don reckons that when he has taught the Fauna how to deploy their chutes, or for
that matter, sussed out hisself, how to get the 1little swine to Deploy
automatically, every time,a great deal more entertainment will be forthcoming,but
until then we'll have to accept a large percentage of Totals, Ce la Vie.

" Hey, Don, see this surplus Rocket Motor Advert?.........cciiivvnnenenne.

Dont try this at Home Kids...

A Toddler in Kuwait escaped serious Injury,when she threw her Ted out of her
Third Floor Bedroom Window. and promptly leapt out trying to catch it. Two Year old
Horaa,whose Ted is her most treasured possesion, was lucky to survive the 30ft
plunge, and so was the Ted. Next time wear a Chute!.........




As every Newsletter Reader and Editor knows there comes a time in said Jour-
nals existence, when it becomes a bit of a game and a half trying to fill up the Pag-
es. There you sit, twiddling your Paws, gazing into the distance and wishing you had
your Nose buried in a large Jar of Honey.

The last thing on your mind is Parachuting. Even thoughts of Winding up the
Po-fFaced begin to Pall, when suddenly, Eureka, heres something Newsworthy,seeing as

how we rarely give the poor Sod a mention.

Theodore Edward O'Hows Yer Farva Bear, erst-
while E1 Presidente of "DIRT CHEAP PRESS" has got
his moniker on of all things, what is termed a
Utility Set. Amazing, for $9 you can have a Jar
full of culinary weapons, with which you can wr-
eak havoc on your Collation, secure in the know-
ledge that every one of your actions will be ove-
rseen by =

¥

the Lad 3,

hisself. S p——

G “Theodore Bear” Utility Set
ordon

3ennett . Setincludes “Theodore Bear” holder filled

éint yoCl with a variety of kitchen tools.

lucky, Ho, ®
e And flmllly

k.

‘,i_,_..someone s dyed
ki the milk black

A o S e s T & .. (THAT @OT O ATTENSHUN )
Thurston Gruntfuttock (RT)
receiving the German Roller No they have'nt, its normally that colour,if

Clubs Knobbly Knees Contest
Trophy,from Aloysious Halit-
tosis(LT) At Pompey 94. Your News, Voos and any old
(only Kite Fest Knobbly Knee
contest in the World?)

not Dark Green after being in our Fridge,

ParaBear Crap you wanna get rid of to the
Teddytorial c/o The Boring 0l1d Fart

------

48 Laurel Lane, W7?Drayton, Middx UB7.7TY.




A CHAIN WITH NO NAME PRESENTS

The Griffin Sport kite

flown to 2nd place in the 1994 British Team Championships by Team XS

America’s biggest selling big wing now available in the U.K.

Check this amazing Special Offer of
110 Spectra/Dyneama line on heavy-duty handels free!

Exclusively from the following CHAIN WITH NO NAME independent dealers

T My,
!;lgﬂgjﬂ R Sk

Tradewiwd

Nn Bon." ‘-'lll —4CAIDIII

KITES Kitestore Kitestore KETE it Y
0‘.; Y N KITES

97 Trafalgar Street 1b Pittville Place 15 High Street Arcade. 153 Stoke Newington 6 Harris Arcade, Capuchin Yard.
Brighton Sussex Cotham Hill Cardiff Church Street Reading, Berkshire Church Street

BN1 4ER Bristol BS6 6JY CFI 2BB. London. N16 OUC RG1 1DN Hereford, HR1 2LR
Tel:0273 676740 Tel'0272 745010 Tel:0222 666485 fel:0171 275 8799 Tel:0734 568848 Tel‘0432 264206




‘The Kite Buyer

Newsletter of the Kite Store of London, England

Happy New Year to all and sundry.
1994 was one of those Years when the
Kite business was a little depressed
(1. Towards the end of the Year we
started to see the demise of a number
of businesses around the World due to
recession/local competition etc. Any-
way enough gloom & disaster, what’s
to report.

Hmmm. Worlds Apart have revamped
their range of stunt kites making them
a. cheaper & b. better looking (they
finally killed off the graffitti Rebel!).
We sell rather a lot of this range as
starter stunters and they come thor-
oughly recommended.

Flexifoil have a new catalogue show-
ing their expanded range (includes the
Andy Preston designed Stranger kite)
& they have an uprated/redesigned
buggy. Improvements to the buggy in-
clude clip-in footpegs & main tubes
(the buggy no longer flys apart if the
seat webbing fails!) and a single bolt
adjusting tube detail. Flexifoil are also
distributing Peter Lynn quick release
power kite handles. These handles are
designed primarily for Peter Lynn
kites where the kite continues to gen-
erate considerable power if you re-
lease just one line and so these hand-
les drop both lines if you let go. While
this is fine for Peels it is not ideal for
Flexifoils where all kite power is lost if
you drop just one line and so we

suggest that if you use these handles
with Flexifoils you modify them so
only one line is dropped (easily). Not
only does this stop you losing the kites
it prevents the released Kkite from
making a downwind nuisance of
themselves (viz. By dragging across
powerlines or roads).

We now stock the Sandpiper in its
standard form (not the ultralite form
flow indoors at the Docklands Area
indoor kite festival to a British record
by Chris Matheson- !! two and abit
hours walking circles etc)- choice of
colours in stock- fairly standard
shaped kite with calm handling char-
acteristics.

The Health & Safety Executive finally
caught up with one of my more favor-
ite light wind toys- Estes Rockets.
They have decided (after nearly five
years) that the engines are an explo-
sive device that belongs in the same
category as fireworks. Consequently
we have had to obtain a fieworks li-
cense and can no longer despatch
engines through the post to our cus-
tomers although we can still send the
kits through the post (also no igniters
through the post).

Not much this time, but Winter is a
quiet time for things new- Trade
shows & Spring coming up so hope-
fully more next time.

Tel; 0171 836 1666

The Kite Store Ltd, 48 Neal Street, London WC2H 9PA
Fax; 0171 836 2510
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