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EDITORIAL

Dear Reader

Well, we are drawing towards the end of another
kiting season, and 96 has certainly been an exciting
one kiting wise. Perhaps the most exciting was the fact
that British sports kite teams came First, Second and
Third in the World Cup in Japan - our congratulations
go to Teams Skydance, Airkraft and In4mation. We

L A hope that these teams do just as well in 1997, the
etters World Cup being held in Long Beach , U.S.A. Kites
The B.U.R.K.S. 7| |were also featured in the opening ceremony of the
Columbia Experience g Olymplc. games for which whlte dove kites were used
as substitutes for the real thing, all good for putting
Membership Form 11| Jkites into the public view.
New Kite Magazines 12 ) ) )
We are starting to get some of the major dates in for
Bits & Pieces 13 [ 1 1997, see the events list on page 37 and next year the
Christian Kite Flying 17| | Kite Society will once again be holding a convention.
The Cody Archives 18| | This time we are returning to Weymouth where we
Kite Design 19| |had a very successful fzonver.ltion a few years ago. The
date for the convention will be Saturday 4th May
To Glove or Not To Glove 20| Ifollowed by the Weymouth International Beach Kite
Trade News 21| |Festival on Sunday 5th and Monday 6th of May. We
hope to have a number of overseas lecturers as well as
Boys Qwn Paper 22| | our home grown so mark the date in your diary now!
Self Launching Flexifoils 24
Finally we would like to thank all of you who have
Kite Trains 25 . . . .
contributed during the last year to The Kiteflier,
Private Ads 27| lespecially those of you who have sent us letters,
, articles, photos etc. It really is appreciated and we
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hope that our members keep the information flowing
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Letters

The Danger of First let me say that
. in no way am I
Flylng Solo against kites, but I

would like to tell a
cautionary tale about them. On Monday 24th of
June after I finished work , I took my kite over to
one of my regular kite flying fields, I set up by
myself, no other flyers were on the field the wind
was light but it was a sunny day and the kite flew
well even if I did have to back up and this is
what caused my down fall.

I had been flying for less than 5 minutes when on
backing up to power the kite to the top of the
window, I slipped and landed heavily on my left
ankle which was immediately painful and bent
outwards. On realising what I had done, and
fighting the pain, I bent my foot back to straight,
but then I knew I was alone in a large field with
no-one to call on. I decided to try to get back to
my car which was parked about 150 yards away
but also to take my kite and the rest of my
equipment with me. [ then started to crawl
towards the kite, on reaching it I dismantled it
and wound in the flying lines and then taking all
this I crawled off towards the car. No one came
to help and I was all alone - this worried me
more than the pain in my leg. Finally I reached
the car but could I drive? I climbed in and with
difficulty and some pain I managed to depress
the clutch, I then drove my car home where I got
my first help since breaking my ankle, this I
learned later in hospital.

And the moral of this sorry tale is please take
someone with you when you go kiting, flying
kites is not overly dangerous if care is taken but
accidents can happen at any time and any place,
which may be lonely and sometimes conditions
may not be as pleasant and of course, the
accident may turn out to be worse than a broken
ankle which is bad enough.

So please please do go kiting in twos or more as
its more social and help if needed will be near at
hand, if you must so alone tell someone where
you are going and at what time you will be back
and, finally, please take care and good flying.

Brian Fantham
In reply to the letter in the July issue, just last

Animal Fliers night I was involved in a truly
hilarious incident involving a

kite & an animal.

I had taken my daughter Elinor to a nearby mountain top
where we were successfully flying a Nagasaki Hata
fighter. Well we were successful for a while. Then,
unfortunately the kite dived to the ground. Now picture
this scenario in your mind. I was standing in a northerly
position. The kite had fallen to the south. Being lazy I
was pulling the kite towards me with the string. Along
comes Megan the sleep, walking towards the midpoint of
the string, moving from East to West & taking great
interest in the kite. With that, the kite made a sudden,
springy sort of move. Megan, took off like a rocket,
catching the kite string around her neck. The string
started whizzing off my reel in a manner reminiscent of
that part of the film "Jaws" the part where they catch the
shark with the fishing line. Looking up. I was amazed to
see that the kite had taken off, with Megan the Sheep
flying it.

Who said that Welsh sheep were stupid?

Phil Edwards, Red Dragon Kite Club.

I wish to correspond with a English

Kite Patents kiteflier volunteer interested in
compiling a list of British kite
patents. This could mean a visit to a Patent Office

requesting a computer printout of kite patent numbers
under the appropriate kite classifications; or a visit to a
large public library requesting use of CD Roms containing
information on patent abstracts (if any). Alternatively
information on British kite patents may be held on World
Wide Web, Internet, EPIDOS and other -electronic
databases.

I have recently compiled a list of Australian kite patents
and designs (from 1900 to 1995) giving classifications,
application numbers and dates, patent numbers and dates,
inventors names and a very brief description. For a
nominal cost of £5.00 to cover postage, photostats etc this
compilation may be made available.

Contact:

Bob Peirson

13 Park Avenue
Chatswood

New South Wales 2067
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Letters

Australia.

Our club was recently
invited to the Poole Kite
Festival on June 16th. Since Poole is an easy ride
from our Somerset base, we were pleased to
accept, and the fact that the weather proved so
delightful made the visit special. We suspect that
Harry has some sort of arrangement with the
weather authorities, in that the hot sun was also
accompanied by a splendid sea breeze (something
of a rarity in this area!).

Congratulations

The reception arrangements were superb, and the
badges duly adorned we soon joined the already
full skies! The variety and colour of the sunlit
kites made a wonderful display, and the
demonstrations were quite something.

We were quite taken by the standard of the trade
stands, and by their helpful and friendly attention -
not at all the usual hard press and rush so often the
case these days at festivals.

The Teddy department ran smoothly throughout
the day, using a lifter of heavy engineering style.
We were able to join in this pursuit with a stunt 2
line teddy dropper which did not let us down!

The proximity to the kite field of an incredibly
cheap and outstanding good hot dog and food
facility meant that there was no possibility of
hunger.

The tannoy was obviously presided over by
someone of discrimination, and provided
background music at a level and quality which
made a need for earplugs quite unnecessary!
Conversations with friends was quite easy! (other
organisers please note).

The whole day was outstanding for the atmosphere
of calm and pleasant company, and the Poole
Kitefliers are to be congratulated on a splendid
festival. Our thanks go to Harry and all the hard
working officials who made this a very special
event.

Fr ank
Wright
Chairman- Camelot Kite Fliers

Kite origins - maybe!

During July 1996 I attended a kite festival at Kendari,
in Indonesia. Present at this festival were
representatives of various local ethnic groups. One
such group were the Muna, an indigenous people from
an outlying area of South East Sulawesi. The Muna
had been bought to the Kendari Festival through the
efforts of Sari Madjid and the governor of S.E
Sulawesi for the purpose of introducing their traditions
to the wider world of kiteflying. Their kites were
complex and sophisticated but used only natural
materials. I noticed them initially because many of
their techniques seemed not dissimilar to Maori kite
making although scraped coconut frond fibre was used
in place of scraped flax etc. [ heard them using the
word "Manu" and was very surprised when an
interpreter defined it for me as their word for kite (or
maybe a particular type of kite) because "Manu" is
also the New Zealand Maori name for kite. As far as |
am aware, some ancestors of the New Zealand Maoris
began the migration that eventually took them to New
Zealand via Melanesia and Polynesia from this general
area more than 5000 years ago.

The obvious inferences from this are that the kites may
have origins in Indonesia and may be much older than
we think but we need to be very cautious about
jumping to conclusions. There are many possible
alternative explanations ranging from my
misunderstanding what was said or meant to
coincidence to ---- ?  But at least the possibility
warrants further investigation via ethnology and

Petworth Thanks linguistics.

Anyone looking for a
thesis topic?

Peter Lynn

A big thank you to all the kitefliers who came to
Petworth in July. It was a successful day despite
the lack of wind. Special thanks to Kiteability,
the Oakhills and the Brighton Kite Fliers.

We raised £2644 for the National Trust and
Angels International. Please come back next
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Thanks Tony! Year- Sunday 6th
July 1997.

Joanna Mersey

Anyone who went to Shrewsbury, will I
am sure agree, Tony Slater knows how to
put on a very enjoyable kite festival. It
was all relaxed and friendly but at the
same time well organised, with single line
kites in one field and double line in
another, and believe it or not it worked.
Tony organised a children's Rok fight
which was excellent, as they all had a
present after, and it must be remembered
that they are the kite fliers of the future.
One word of warning if you decide to go
next year is, if you are camping invest in a
pair of earplugs, as I am told Tony feels
that an early morning call around 6.45 is
quite acceptable. Well done Tony, and

Peter Hall Kites thanks, look
forward to next
year.

Malcolm Mcleod.

It is with sadness to learn that Peter Hall
kites have decided to stop production of
two line sport delta stunt kites and I wish
him success with his new venture.

I am grateful to Peter for introducing me to
senior sports kiteflying in January 1994
and if it was not for his H1 and Hellcat I
would not have progressed rapidly with
precision flying.

The kite making industry will miss this
master craftsman who has made sports
kites to a high quality in a meticulous way.
Kite technology and performance has
increased at a fast rate in the last couple of
years, where a number of my kites in my
collection have dated Peter Hall's have
not as [ am able with his kites to execute
axels, coin toss and other modern day
radical tricks, therefore, he should be put
in the Hall of Fame (excuse the pun) as he
will be regarded as a legend amongst this
fraternity. All the best Peter!

Letters

Cheap Kites

Raymond Brumzel

Over the past year or so, I have read with great interest the
letters concerning established kite traders selling cheap,
substandard kites that do not fly. I have also watched with
amazement as a family having paid their £3.99, try in vain to
launch this purchase skywards, only for it to come crashing to
earth at speed. After a number of attempts the PVC and canes
give up the fight as does the family.

They then happily bin what is left of the kite and head off in
pursuit of their children who are homing in on the
AMUSEMENT ARCADE to spend more than the cost of a
very nice kite.

But as long as the children are happy, the parents are happy.
Why were they happy to bin the kite? Did they get the result
they expected? Why did they not go back to the trader to
complain? Will they ever buy another kite again? To this last
question I would suggest yes they probably will, the crazy
thing is it will probably be the same type of kite, same price,
same problem, same result, just on a different beach.

So perhaps the trader does get a second chance but maybe if
the kite retailer also stepped into the role of kite flier, with the
interests of the customer at heart the result might more often
be repeat custom to the value of more than £3.99 per year.

The bottom line is the customer is the kite trades bread and
butter not just the regular guys who come in for their Spectra,
Icarex,and Skyshark spars. But. also the lad with his dad and
all his pocket money who just wants a kite that does loops and
stuff. He might just be the regular buyer of future.

Think of all the people out there whose only memory of kites
is of a very frustrating hour or so on the beach, while the
experts all around, flew their kites with ease.

Now and again. I have been able to help dispel this frustration
and I am sure many other kite fliers will agree there is no
better thing to see on the flying field than the look on a childs
face as their kite sails skywards (not to mention the look of
relief on the parents face.).

My message is: Aim to delight your customers,and remember
the simple pleasure of flying a kite.
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The Columbian Experience

It was a rare opportunity to go to Columbia. What was it like? What sort of winds would there be? Will it be
warm or cold? These and many other questions were put to my travelling companion Don Eccleston, who was
returning for his third visit. The other Brit was Derek Kuhn, who had gone a few days earlier. Don informed me
there would be light winds and it would be pleasantly warm. This was not the case, in fact, August is chosen as
the kiteflying season because of the strong winds and we had a cold day or two.

The route was Heathrow to Frankfurt on Lufthansa, Frankfurt to Bogota on Avianca (the Columbian National
Airline) and Bogota to Medellin on an internal Avianca flight. Avianca decided to change the flight departure
from Frankfurt by 4 hours so we missed our connection at Bogota and they put us up in a hotel overnight.

The following morning we just about caught a flight to Medellin minus 2 items of luggage, which came on the
following flight and was delivered to our 'hotel', which was where athletes stayed when the Pan-Am games were
held in Medellin some years ago. Our group of 20 kitefliers represented UK, USA, Mexico, Honduras, Ghana,
China, Columbia and India (guess who). Our trip was organised by YARIPA, an ecological association whose
representatives were Ines Elvira Uribe and Jairo Montoya.

The first kiteflying was in the athletics stadium in Medellin. No wind till noon when it picked up enabling all of
us to fly our kites for the crowds in the stands. I 'accidentally' buzzed the public with my kite and caused a lot of
interest, not only amongst the public, but also amongst the invited kitefliers, who hadn't seen a kite flown so near
to the heads of the public.

The Americans described my kiteflying as awesome and I was nicknamed 'the awesome dude'. When I said |
usually taught people to fly an Indian kite in about 5 minutes, several of them wanted to book their five minutes,
and these were mainly stunter fliers. We all did a turn at entertaining the crowds which were very appreciative.

The next day I didn't feel too good and everyone said I had altitude sickness. I realised I had to get used to it as |
was going to be between 5000 feet and 9000 feet above sea level for the duration of the stay. Fortunately the
only item on the programme was an indoor fly at 7.00 pm, so I rested during the day and felt better in the
evening. Indoor flying, 'what's that?' I asked. When it was explained to me, I explained that this was culturally
problematical for me as I always fly believing I am stood on a 12 foot square roof, and if I move backwards, I'll
fall off it.

e The Americans persuaded me to have a go, so I put my name down, thinking it was
some sort of informal fly-in. To my horror, when we arrived, the venue was a very
large arena, the sort used for the gymnastics in the Olympics, and there were thousands
of expectant faces applauding us as we made an entry. 'Gosh this is awesome' said I,
bouncing this American 'in-word' back at them.

Many of the Americans had done this before and reassured me it wasn't difficult. Peter
'Lee, representing China, who flies a very good fighter, said he was going to interpret
music, and suggested I just do some flying. A programme was hastily drawn up and I then found that I was the
only Brit on the programme, in fact, several of the fliers decided not to enter. It became a predominantly two-line
demo. What with loud music, the lights and a crowd who wanted to applaud anything we did, we all managed
some sort of flying. My gold mylar kite reflecting the floodlighting back amongst the crowds proved quite
popular. A good time was had by all, though the two-liners were the stars.

The next day we all travelled a few miles to Bello on the Metro, a very impressive and recently built elevated
railway. There were hundreds of children in school uniforms waiting to see the kites, but no wind. The wind
picked up at about noon as usual and we all did a bit of flying. We flew kites till about 6.00 pm when we were
all asked to do a turn for the public and another one after that. Then at about 7.30 pm, we were all asked to do a
demonstration in the dark with lighting behind us and music. I found myself in an arena with the stunter fliers
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The Columbian Experience

and I flew a gold mylar kite to music which seemed to be much appreciated. Finally at about 9.00 pm, after 10
hours on site we left to go back to Medellin on the Metro. The next day was spent travelling to Bogota.

It was Sunday and we were taken to Simon Bolivar Park in Bogota. The flying/demonstration arena was a stone
circle with stone steps rising round which soon filled up with thousands of people. Our group was joined by a
juggler from Peru and a street theatre troupe from Venezuela. There was an atmosphere we had not experienced
before. A very efficient sound system, a very appreciative crowd and an announcer who kept the crowd
constantly applauding every kiteflier.

A programme was drawn up and we each did a turn. The stunters were a great crowd pleaser, though some of the
stuff they did with them, like flipping them over etc only gave the
impression the flier couldn't control it. Peter Betancourt (Air Master
Kites) did some lovely graceful flying with his stunter as he did
throughout the trip. Brian Champie, Miguel Rodriguez, Norman
Awill & Kobi Eshun did some excellent team and individual flying.
Between them they represented USA, Mexico, Honduras and Ghana
respectively. Jon Trennepohl (Sky Burner Kites) also flew a good
stunter, Jim Low, representing China with his 'Juicy Lucy' brought
humour as he flew to Rock Around The Clock. Jason Robbins flew
a Synergy and Jeff Howard, from Oklahoma, flew two-liners, four
liners, did buggying on the stone arena, sometimes on two wheels,
entertained everyone with his skill on a yo-yo and with his juggling.
As if this wasn't enough, he then flew a mean fighter. The single line fliers, including Scott Spencer & Carmela
Palotta and the Brits put on a marvellous display and L, representing India, did my stuff of rolling the kite over
the heads of the crowd, I also did some balloon catching, which had not been seen before by the Americans, who
expressed amazement that this was even possible.

The Mayor of Bogota, who attended the kite festival in jeans and a t-shirt is famous for his eccentric behaviour.
He believes in bringing fun back into everyones lives and has been known to pull down his trousers and expose
his behind to noisy citizens outside his office window. He has also been known to walk around the city showing
football style red cards to citizens who are behaving badly. In fact most motorists are encouraged to carry a red
card in their cars and to show it to any bad drivers. It all sounds like fun to me.

One member of the public came to me, with his wife who spoke English, and gave me what I thought was a cloth
apron with frills and said it was a thankyou for my kiteflying, which had given him a lot of pleasure. He offered
me two sticks and I thought he was offering replacements for the carbon being damaged in the stunters when they
hit the stone floor. I was then told by the others that it wasn't an apron, but a kite similar to a Japanese Hata, and
that I should have taken the sticks.

Everyone found it quite amusing that I accepted a kite thinking it was an apron. It took all the kitefliers about 24
hours to get over the buzz we got in Simon Bolivar Park. The crowds absolutely loved the kiteflying and
applauded every kiteflier enthusiastically. The following day we met the Director of the Recreation Department
who said he'd witnessed a very unusual sight of so many families with smiles on their faces and promised there
would be two kite festivals in Bogota next year in different parts of the city.

The following day we set out for Tunja by coach, enjoying a scenic drive with mountains on both sides. We did
four kiteflying events in Tunja. One day we flew in a park, next day we all did indoor flying in a large sportshall
for schoolchildren. Once again my kiteflying abilities were tested to their limits. I launched my kite and rolled it
over the heads of children in the gallery as they all frantically tried to grab it, and sometimes did.

The stunter, rev and synergy fliers did a wonderful demonstration. Some single line fliers ran around the arena

The Kiteflier - October 1996 - Page 9



The Columbian Experience

keeping their kites airborne. Another day we flew in Tunja town square which had buildings all around. The
winds were a bit strongish creating terrible turbulence and it rained briefly. Jeff Howard managed to do some
buggying despite the conditions. The next day we flew kites at a shopping centre in some difficult winds. Most
of the two and four liners couldn't fly so they helped Mel Govig with a kite workshop. We left Tunja and I was
glad to leave. Our hotel room didn't have a window or any natural light, the hot water ran out by about 6.30 each
morning, the wash basin leaked and flooded the bathroom and the lavatory flush system was not exactly efficient.
The food provided was a bit disinteresting so some of the Americans and I used some local restaurants and
enjoyed some local cuisine.

The next morning we all piled into two minibuses and set out for Villa de Leyva, where we were all
accommodated in three separate houses in the town. The next day was the festival in the Main Square which was
cobbled stones. The festival included some national championships for Columbian kitefliers. Some of the invited
kitefliers acted as judges for the stunter, large kite, small kite and other competitions. The Saturday event had
some turbulent winds which made it very difficult for all of us. I flew my kite some of the time, whereas others
just watched, deciding not to risk damage to their kites.

The next day, Sunday, the winds improved and we all put on our demonstrations. My kites got a lot of interest
and several Columbians bought kites. They reacted as though they hadn't seen an Indian kite before and quite
possibly hadn't. The third day of the festival was with fewer International kitefliers as 12 of them had left for
home. The remaining stunter fliers went to the desert, about 15 minutes by car, to enjoy their first bit of flying in
the open, without surrounding buildings. As I was one of the few
left in the square, I was asked to do a demo and to catch some
balloons. Not only did I catch the balloon, but I got tangled in an §

One of them, Raul, was a fighter enthusiast and absolutely loved my #
kites. He flew them with a grin all over his face and was heard to
say 'these kites actually do what I want them to do'. I have often ==
heard this before and wonder what sort of 'fighters' they had been flying.

The following morning we set out at 5.00 am for Bogota by minibus. We found our flight had been put back by 4
hours and fortunately some of the Bogota kitefliers met us at the airport and took us out for lunch and a tour of
their city. Bogota is a beautiful city surrounded by mountains. We returned via Paris and the first thing I did
when I got home was to lie in a hot bath and enjoy plentiful hot water. I heard later that one flight to Miami with
some Americans, left Bogota and had to return an hour later to Bogota because of some 'irregularities’. After
checking the plane over the flight took off 4 hours later. Some of them missed their connections within the States
and had to buy further tickets for their onwards flights, an unexpected expense. Kite related travelling does not
always go smoothly.

I never take photographs but Don Eccleston promised to supply me with some for this article. Unfortunately he
wanted to see and 'discuss' my article before handing over any photographs which I was not prepared to do, so
alas no pictures.

Stafford Wallace

(Photos were supplied via the Internet by Aaron Champie - who probably was the photographer - however we do
not know what the pictures are).
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New Kite Magazines

At Bristol this year some of you may have been lucky enough to pick up

the launch issue of another English language kite magazine, called Kite

| Passion (a translation of its French parent Cerf-Volant Passion). This is
‘ being produced by a team based in France who have a proven track record
| of their French version of Kite Passion which has been appearing in
| France for a number of years. They hope that the new magazine will
cover approximately 70% British news with the rest from Europe and
worldwide.

The magazine is very much in the style of a glossy colour Sunday
supplement and covers a wide range of kite themes such as kite history,
festivals, reviews, kite personalities and kite events - but only the events
that you would be interested in attending, it misses out those small kite
events, such as a gathering in a local Pub which is unnecessary in a magazine aimed at the general public.

|
INSS]O)

AGAZINNE

The launch issue shows that its origins are non English - some of the translations are quaint! But overall, for a
first issue, it was refreshing and interesting as it has broken away from the presentation style of Kites Magazine.

Kite Passion is to be bimonthly, and perhaps the most important breakthrough is that they have managed to
persuade W H Smiths and John Menzies to stock the magazine, so that finally we have a kite magazine on the
shelves available to the general public, which must be good for kiteflying.

One thing that does spring to mind is whether the British kiting scene will be able to support two magazines? Are
there enough kite retailers/wholesalers to generate the advertising income required by two magazine. Also does
the British kiting scene have enough events, personalities etc to prevent the two magazine from presenting the
same information rehashed (as has happened between The Kiteflier and Kites Magazine). Will we now read
about the same kite festival three times?

Time of course will tell. The fittest will probably survive, but do we want the scenario where we go from two
English magazines to none?

Meanwhile I suggest that you check out the new Kite Passion magazine in your local Smiths or John Menzies. It
is due out on the 31st of October. Why not order it?

Address: 18 Rue Horace Vernet 92130 Issy-Les-Moulineaux, France. Tel: 33 1 46 48 66 66, Fax: 33 1 46 48 68

! ek

N°1

00.
o Another new kite magazine ‘“Planete Cerf-Volant” was
e : launched at Dieppe. This is edited by Maxime Fellion and is a
pour [ ciel full colour glossy magazine in French. This is bi-monthly and
' subscriptions are available - 6 issues 190FF and 12 issues
(two years) 360FF (EEC countries only - other rates for
overseas). Address 104/106 Rue Edouard Vaillant, 93100
Montreuil, France. Tel: 1 48 59 83 60, Fax: 1 42 87 81 00.

Next 1ssue 4th November.
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Bits & Pieces

Club News

Fighter Kite Club

For some time now there has been lots of talk
about forming our own Fighter Kite Club. I am
writing to you to see exactly how many of you are
interested and would be prepared to help with
the set up of this, or attend if one was formed.

Tony Everard from Leicester and his friends have
already formed themselves into a group and have
had a fly in and 22 fighter kiters turned up (well
done).

Whilst in Dieppe I was speaking to members of
Manjha Club International, and they are, I believe
interested in coming over next year which would
be something to look forward to.

Tony was very eager to set things in motion for a
fly in this year, but after great thought I realised
this would be almost impossible (sorry Tony)..

Our first job will be to find a suitable site for the
first meeting so as many as possible will be able
to attend. If you think you know of a site or have
any other ideas please let me know.

Malcolm Mcleod (Mac) 3 Pump Lane,
Waterlooville, Hants PO8 9TS.

Camelot Kite Fliers

The Camelot Kite Fliers now have pin badges
and T-shirts available. The pin badges are £4.50
each and the T-shirts £8.00.

Both are available from Andrew Teague, 37
Wynards View, Crewkerne, Somerset.  Tel:
01460 75445.

L.A.Flyers

The L.A. Flyers meet on the last Saturday of each
month on the green at Littlehampton sea front
(Beach Hotel) from 5pm onwards - includes
Night Flying. Kites flown include all sorts plus

Littlehampton has a good beach for buggies.
Contact Dave 721070, Jim 726989 or Martyn
715642 for any information.

Brighton Kite Flyers

The Brighton Kite Flyers will again be having a
New Year's Day Fly-in at Devils Dyke, map ref.
198 TQ 258112 from 11.00 to 16.00, with a
height clearance of 1,500 ft AGL.

Food and drink is available at the Devils Dyke
Inn on site.

Kent Kite Klub

Kent Kite Klub can now be reached via e-mail on
106215.250@compuserve.com. Matt Davies

Shop News

Kiteability

Now available from KITEABILITY, a spray
paint which will adhere successfully to ripstop
nylon.

Available in many shades this method of
supplementary colouring has been successfully
used in the USA for a number of years.

As with any spray some practice is required to
achieve the desired effect, spraying both sides of
the material will give a depth of colour, spraying
one side will give a fade effect.

It is best to spray the ripstop before you build
your kite so you have better control of the areas
coloured, i.e. vibrant wing tips on stars and
facets, and leading edges of stunt/sport kites.

It is up to you and your imagination as to the
effects that can be achieved.

For further details contact KITEABILITY. See
ad for address, phone and fax details.

Sky Pirates
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Bits & Pieces

Sky Pirates is now open at 47 Pier Road,
Littlehampton. Tel 01903 713591. They stock a
wide range of kites for beginners to advanced
fliers. The also do repairs and make kites to
order.

Hooked on Kites

Hooked on Kites can be found at The Village
Shops, Gorge Street, Old Town, Hastings. Tel:
721 872.

Benson Kites

Information to hand is that Fizz Kites has ceased
trading and Tim Benson is now producing kites
under his own name.

Announcements

Manni Kluge
Manni Kluge has asked to announce to all his
friends and colleagues that he is back in the U.K.

He can be contacted at 18 Water Lane,
Threekingham, Nr Sleaford Lincs NG34 OBE.
Tel/Fax 01529 241080.

John Poulton

John Poulton would like to thank the person who
handed in his 4ft Flexifoil which was left by him
on the kite field at Monmouth.

Kitefliers Promotion Forum
John Ogden has launched the
Promotional Forum.

Kitefliers

The general idea is to provide information to a
regional distribution network on a monthly basis -
mainly because he feels that the current Kite
magazines (The Kiteflier and Kites Magazine)
come out too infrequently to provide the latest
information.

[We should point out that with the new Kite
Passion appearing every two months the problem

is very much reduced. Furthermore some 5 years
ago the Kite Society used to produce monthly
updates during the main kite flying period but
this was stopped when it became apparent that
there was simply not the information to justify it

anymore.].

A further idea is for the KPF to produce
independant reviews (such as those that already
appear in magazines) and distribute these -
whether free to all or some people would have to
pay (such as The Kite Society) has not been
decided.

String Found

J Larson, 227 Albert Road, Sheffield S8 9QY has
a length of kite line that was found by him on the
flying field at Washington.

If you think it might be yours contact him on
0114 255 3410.

Selling on The Web

If you are looking for a kite, or want to sell one
AND you have access to the World Wide Web
take a look at http://www.net-link.net/~mawood.
The creator says "It is set up for the selling of
used kites. There are many more very nice sites,
some of which are listed on my link page".

Dicky's Kiting Collection

This is a 3.5" disk which collects together the
contents of the Kite Society Handbook, updates
since the publication of the handbook and Steve
Gibson's "Kite Sites" first published in 1993.
The information can be freely distributed but no
responsibility is accepted for errors and
omissions - the info on this disk is offered strictly
"as found".

Free updates are available, or the initial copy, if
you send a 3.5" disk (HD or DD) with SAE.

Richard says: "The idea is very simple - every
user contributes something in return for the
information on this disk. NOT MONEY - I want
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Bits & Pieces

M O R E INFORMATION - Send me details of
YOUR best flying sites, YOUR favourite dealer,
YOUR club.

“If you got a PC, send me stuff on disk.
Otherwise write - that's all.

“If we all contribute, this can grow like crazy and
be pretty dam' useful.

“The disk contains all the surveys I have done or
scrounged off others, arranged by county into 45
sub-directories, to make life easier. Ireland,
Scotland & Wales - each has one entry for now
(no counties).”

Richard Nourse

85 Bells Orchard Road
Wareham

Dorset BH20 4HP
Tel. 01929 554690

T.V. & Press

Kites && Cricket

Whilst at work in Norway I was listening to BBC
Radio 5 Live and heard this during the
commentary on the Lancashire versus Yorkshire
NatWest one-day cricket match at Old Trafford.

"And again we have a display of synchronised
kites during the tea break."

From this I deduce several things:

a) there was a kite display, probably stunt kites
b) there was more than one kite, maybe even a
team

c¢) this was not the first time

Can anyone in the UK add more details (who,
what, why) ? Any other sports using kites as a
half-time entertainment ? Is this our way into the
Olympics? - Mike Emery

[The display was given by Team Airkraft as part
of their sponsorship deal with Orange

telephones].

Collectormania

Did anyone else manage to catch George Webster
on T.V. recently? The reason I ask is that the
programme which featured George was on
Satellite and able Link, "The Learning Channel"
and was aired at a peculiar time for most
kitefliers - 12 noon on a Sunday.

Pity if you missed it, as it was a 10 minute gem
broadcast as part of the "Collectormania" series,
30 minute episodes featuring 3 collectors of
pretty well everything under the sun, from 50's
American cars to one woman who collected
letterboxes, and lots, lots more.

George's segment came across really well on the
whys and wherefores of George being fascinated
by kites and therefore not only a collector but a
serious student of kites.

Suffice it to say it wasn't long enough, about
eight or ten minutes, and I guess being on
satellite and cable there wasn't a very large
audience. Still, all being well this series may
well surface on terrestrial T.V. sometime in the
future and thereby to a much larger audience.

Well done George, for this erudite piece on kites
and not a stunter in sight. - John Barker

Help

Club Sport Improvement

Would any body have any tips on improving the
characteristics of a Club Sport?. It seems to feel
very "rough" in its handling and also seems to
crab around corners instead of turning accurately.
I've tried experimenting with bridle position and
managed to cut down some of the noise it makes.
It seems to have one trailing edge which is a lot
looser than the other although it seems to fit
squarely on the frame. Could extra stand-offs be
fitted without affecting anything else?.
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Christian Kite Flying

JOHN Chapter 3 Verse 8 - Jesus said " The wind blows wherever it wishes; you hear the sound it makes
but you do not know where it comes from or where it is going. It is like that with everyone who is born
of the Spirit". (Thank you Ric.).

A few Christmas's ago We were given a set of bell chimes, you know - the ones that go rusty the first
sign of rain. Since then we seem to have collected chimes - wondering what to do with them, last
summer we decided to hang them in the front garden, they made a soft eerie noise as the wind caressed
them, children on the way to school would pass, their attention caught by the soft tinkle perhaps even a
dream like fantasy of angels or fairies.

This year we upgraded our chimes, purchasing the largest we could find (and afford) plus some smaller
sets, and hung them around the back garden. The large chimes tone out a deep message, clear and fine,
when the wind is too strong we have to move them or it sounds like "eight bells and all’s well!"

Our long suffering neighbours knew there was something odd about us, now they are convinced, what
'normal' person would sound off like we do with so many chimes. (Although they do sound very elegant
in a soft wind).

Being a Christian is a bit like the wind in the chimes, the Holy Spirit 'blows' through us and we chime
away - hopefully making a good clear sound, sometimes when things really start to move we have to
chime very loud; God doesn't let us sit back, we have to do his work, or we get no rest.

So all you Christians out there, let the wind fly your kite - but
don't forget the Holy Wind to set your chimes ringing

"MEMBERS" NEWS

Welcome to.
Andrew and family Cwmbran
Philip and wife Herts.
Peter and Pat East Sussex
Gwil and family Merseyside I i
Mr and Mrs Smee Cambridge The symbols I believe, roughly
Karen London translated mean "Jesus Christ the
and Ric Kent Lord God Victor on high"

Still working on what format our fellowship will take, as so many of you have requested a news letter,
do you have items which can be included? Are you willing to pay a membership which will cover
expenses such as post/printing etc. please write to me with comments......note ...new address

Rosemary Thorn
203 Hillside Rd.
St. George

Bristol BS5 7PU

P.S. Ecclesiastes Chapter 11 verse 4: If you wait until the wind and weather are just right, you will
never sow anything and never harvest anything;
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The Cody Archives

Through donation and purchase, the Drachen
Foundation of Seattle has recently added important
new holdings to its Samuel Franklin Cody archive.

Supplementing the large trove of core Cody Kkite
material it acquired at auction at Sothebys, London
earlier in the year, Drachen has now been presented
with 26 historic glass plate and lantern slide negatives
of Cody kite experiments during the period 1904-07,
the photos were made by Cody's son Vivian and by
British military photographers. The gift to Drachen
Foundation was made by Peter and John Cody, great-
grandsons of Samuel Cody on the occasion of a visit to
historic Farnborough, home of early British aviation
and site of Cody's early experiments with Kkites,
dirigibles and airplanes, by Scott Skinner, Ali Fujino
and Martin Lester, respectively president, administrator
and member of the board of directors of the
Foundation. The visit was by invitation of the Codys.

Peter Cody comments: 'The donation of the unique
photographic slides was made in recognition of
Drachen Foundations role in preserving the major
portion of the Cody kite archive in a permanent
depository where it will be made freely available to the
public. We have been much impressed by the
professionalism of the Foundation and its commitment
to making the world more aware of Samuel Cody's
contribution to early aeronautics'

Also newly acquired by Drachen were 56 glass plate
negatives of the same period as the gift photographs.
These join more than 200 negatives and photographs
previously purchased by Drachen at the Sotheby's sale.

Complete sets of large-scale, highly detailed plans for
three Cody kites, all variations on the basic Cody kite
patented by him in 1901, were another Farnborough
visit acquisition. The plans were made by the
Directorate of Scientific Research and Technical
Development of the British Air Ministry. Just before,
and at the start of World War II Britain planned to use
the kites in barrage formation to hinder enemy aircraft
flying over cities. In the event few, if any were
deployed.

These plans are apparently the only surviving official
ones ever drawn for Cody kites and were made under
the direct supervision of Vivian Cody, son and design
collaborator of Samuel Cody. After the war they
became surplus property and were acquired by Vivian's
son Leslie, who handed them down to his family along

with the Cody memorabilia auctioned at Sothebys.

The plans detail these kites:

Cody B, this is the classic widely known Cody, a two-
celled, nine foot silk and calico box kite with wings.
Aesthetically beautiful, it was designed for successful
early man-lifting experiments. The plans are on paper
with linen backing and consist of five large sheets
measuring 1.3 by .77 metres, three half sheets and a
components list or 'schedule of parts.. One of the
sheets shows how to make a carrying case for the kite.
The plans not only detail sail and spar construction,
some of it quite ingenious, but go so far as to illustrate
which knots to use. Needle, stitch and thread size are
likewise specified.

Storm kite. A two thirds size version of the "B," and
designed for higher winds. Six large size sheets and
three half size sheets.

Mark III. A less well known kite the Mark III was
made of cotton and appears to have been a version of
the Cody well suited for wartime mass production.
Eight full size sheets and three half-size ones.

The plans will be photocopied full size by the Drachen
Foundation and made available to the public around
the world in full sets for the cost of reproduction and
mailing only. For ordering information, contact the
Drachen Foundation, 1907 Queen Avenue North,
Seattle, Washington 98109, U.S.A. Fax number is 206
284 5471. For e-mail address the foundation on the
Internet at drachen@med.com, the CompuServe
address is 73750,2716.

Scott Skinner, of Monument, Colorado, President of
the Foundation, comments on the acquisition of the
plans: "Constructing a Cody permits a replica-maker to
establish a direct link with the charismatic Samuel
Franklin Cody. The magic lure of the beautiful Cody
kite shape draws him into the character of Cody and his
fascinating man-lifting experiments leading ultimately
to powered flight There is increasing interest
worldwide in making exact replicas of classic kites
using original materials and Drachen Foundation will
now be able to support that interest in a way never
before available to the public".
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To Glove or Not To Glove

Why don't you wear gloves is a question I'm often asked, usually by someone who wears a pretty
substantial pair. How can you stand pulling in that line with bare hands is inevitably the next question,
and so it goes on, why, why almost as if the non-wearing of gloves is some kind of heresy.

Apart from trying to keep my hands warm in very cold weather whilst kite flying for the most part, I in
common with Peter Lynn esq. regard the wearing of gloves as inducing a false sense of being
"protected". I can tell more quickly than a glove wearer if the pull on the line is going a bit pear shaped,
and can quickly feel any pain whilst someone who relies on gloves could be in serious trouble, for if the
line were to burn through a glove the power therein at the instance the line reached the skin would inflict
quite a severe burn, meanwhile I've already let go of the line or readjusted my grip.

A case in point, whilst on the outward BACK OF THE BOAT FESTIVAL going to Dieppe, I had a Sled
flying on some 10kg line, perhaps three thousand feet of the stuff on a plain plastic spool.

I placed the spool on the deck and commenced to fly the sled. At first the sled flew OK but then went
into the wind shadow thrown by the boat and it dived for the deep six, in the wake of the boat. As |
turned to see if the sled was still visible I accidentally kicked the spool of line over the side. Holy cow,
a sudden sharp pain and I let go instantly, just in time to hear a sharp buzzerp as the line sliced clean
through the plastic capping on the ships rail.

I kid you not, the speed with which that line cut through that plastic was amazing. Remember a four
foot sled pulling in the ships wake, whilst the line was free to unwind also in the ships wake. I'm sure
that if I had been wearing gloves the line speed was such that by the time, seconds?, it would have gone
through the average glove and it would have had a finger off as well.

I'm not bragging, but I am sure my reaction with bare hands was such that all I ended up with was just a
little burn on one finger and I would hate to think what the outcome would have been if I had been
wearing gloves.

Of course the line did break, probably when it reached the underlying metal of the ships rail, but this is
only the latest in a long series of line incidents that convinces me that the wearing of gloves is not for
me.

IJohn Barker
Warning to High Flyers

When flying kites at a high altitude beware of looking at the sun in strong sunlight. The use of good
protective sun glasses may help and also wear a peak cap.

Long exposure to strong sunlight can cause severe eye strain and even permanent damage to your
eyesight. The golden rule is NEVER LOOK DIRECTLY AT THE SUN FOR ANY LENGTH OF
TIME.

Remember that aircraft pilots use special sunglasses and the aircraft has protective windscreens.

David Webster
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Trade News

Mail Order Traders in the U.K.

Some colleagues of mine are setting up a new Mail
Order & Festival trading service specialising in single
line kite supplies. They intend to stock the "Generally
difficult to acquire"” fittings as well as a range of single
line kites.

Operating out of South Wales They will be trading
under the Name of THERMAL HUNTERS.

As a "Market Research" kind of thing, They would be
interested to hear from anyone who is having difficulty
in acquiring particular fittings / spare parts or other
items of single line interest (e.g. Tetrahedral fittings or
radial spar connection blocks perhaps?).

Any mail returned to me will be passed on to them as a
"potential customer requirement". Obviously there will
be no "names or packdrill" passed to them - this is
purely for establishing and enhancing their product
lines.

Please RSVP to: Rob.Jones@ccgate.orange.co.uk with
a subject heading of "re.Thermal Hunters". R J Jones,
37 Marshfield Street, Newport, Gwent NP9 0GX.

First Flight is a home based business mainly retailing
sub-£25.00 kites ideally suited for the first time flier.
All our kites are of a high quality, and manufactured
by well known names in the kite world.

All the kites we sell have been flown by our dedicated
team of testers (Elizabeth,10 and Shelly,8). We offer
help (locally) and advice on flying, clubs and sites,
contacts, and festivals etc. Our main aim is to give
people a happy introduction to the wonderful world of
kites.

Martin Momaghan can be contacted on 01935 825262.

STAFFORD'S INDIAN FUN KITES

During the 1996 kite season I have been asked by
several kitefliers to adjust kites which they'd
purchased, thinking they were mine. Because of this,
all my kites for the 1997 season onwards will have
oval stamp which will say "This is a Staffordised
Kite", which means :-

I have commissioned an excellent kite maker to make
kites for me using only the best materials. I have
stipulated that no children are involved in the
manufacture of my kites. It is not unusual for children

to be used as slave labour, having been sold by their
parents to settle debts. I reinforce every kite at about 8
potentially vulnerable points. I run my hands over all
the paper joins to ensure adhesion. I bridle, test fly and
adjust every kite to ensure the flier gets a good straight
flying kite which will respond to the subtle controls of
the flier. I throw away about 200 kites every year as |
consider them unsuitable flying kites.

I invite all customers to spend between 5-10 minutes
with me to learn the controls and invite them to phone
me at home with any problems. I attend most British
kite festivals and willingly help anyone having
problems with my kites.

Consequently I am disappointed when kites are sold as
being mine when they are similar to the quality of the
kites I destroy every year. Cheaper kites are always
available but they are not always a bargain. Buying the
best can make good sense. Stafford Wallace

Box Them in a
Bazooka

The BAZOOKA is
really nice carry
case being sturdy
and extendable to
take kites up to 85
inches long. Being
lockable and strong
enough to be car-
roof mounted also
is a real Dbenefit
these days. We
already have had
very good customer
reaction and it
would no doubt be
of interest to many
readers.

For further details
regarding
and

availability + Stock Design

stockists  please , contouged, blow-molded construction
contact: Woolmer  tesista bending, crushing, or breaking
Forest Composites, #» Teleacopes to 85"

Tel: 01428 712126, *Lockable

Fax: 01428 »Molded inHandls

714914. » Hinged door top makes it easy ta load

SMECIECATIONS
Colon: Mack, Disserae 37, Lineri 627,
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Kite Trains

on top of a Flexifoil. Link lines from the bridle of the delta are simply taken to the spar ends of the
Flexifoil. Flight is surprisingly smooth once the kites are airborne, the wing has inflated and flexed.

Inspired by Peter Dolphin's train of Rokkakus seen a couple of years ago at Weymouth I commissioned
the building of six one metre Roks featuring Japanese ladies. Before flying these kites I had wild ideas
about adding more. They pull like a "train" and I decided enough was enough with this stack.

The leading kite is bridled normally. I then linked trailing kites by four lines fitted at the intersection of
the horizontal spars and the normal bridle connection point. This ensured that all the force from trailing
kites was transferred in a straight line back to the bridle. This works well for me.

Launching of this stack is not easy on ones own but can be done with luck, skill and the odd prayer!
Line is laid out, connected to the lead kite and a substantial anchor. Gradually the train is stretched out
putting tension on spar bow lines and ensuring link lines are not twisted. The train is laid on its side, it
will naturally want to lay this way, and solo launch using the bridle to spin the kites upright and
hopefully skyward.

The next train commissioned was a single line of parrot kites. A large lifter kite is launched first on
fifteen metres of line, this is then used to lift the line of smaller kites forming the main train. The lead
kite has a normal bridle set to fly at quite a high angle of attack. In reality this does not happen as the
drag on the smaller kites keeps the flying line at quite an acute angle from the ground.

Each mini parrot has its own stacking link which is a little longer than the total length of the kite and its
tail. These links have a loop at one end which is placed through the sail at the intersection of the spine
and cross spar. The other end of the link has an overhand knot. Kites are simply linked by lark's head
hitches - the knot at one end of the link line being attached to the loop at the rear of kite in front of it.
This simple method allows for new kites to be added or damaged ones removed with ease. In the event
of a tangle with another kite the line can be "broken" to allow the muddle to be cleared.

As stated earlier the lifter kite has a conventional bridle all other kites are bridle less. I considered the
amount of string needed to bridle each kite would result in serious tangles when the kites were launched.
The lack of bridle does reduce lift within the train but this is only a problem in light winds.

Success with the parrot train then led to the order for a small octopus kites. At the time of preparing this
article this train stands at forty kites plus the large lifter.

When ever possible kite trains should be packed away from a flying situation. Pressure on the line
allows them to be recovered far faster then if they have fallen from the sky and are lying on the ground.

What's next? Or as my wife would put it "What ever next!" The answer is a secret from her and
everybody else as well. Watch the flying field. If I am not tempted by the latest 4-6-2 locomotive at the

model shop then a new kite train could be flying soon.

In the mean time it’s anorak time and off to the field|off to the train station to record locomotives
(readers please delete whichever you think not appropriate).
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Kite Flying in Nepal

Kite Flying Heritage in Nepal

Kite-flying in Nepal is seasonal and is associated with one of the biggest festivals, Dasain (Mohani
in the Newari language of the Newars of the Kathmandu valley). Mohani is the harvest festival
dedicated to Goddess Durga, which in Nepal and generally elsewhere in South Asia is called
Dasain.

Devi is considered the Divine Mother goddess who liberates the suffering people from the miseries
of Evil. The longest, most auspicious and joyous time of year, Dasian is celebrated all over the
country by all castes and creeds of both Buddhists and Hindus during the bright lunar fortnight
ending on the day of the full moon in late September or early October. This year it concludes on
October 26th 1996.

By this time the monsoon rains should have been over and the rice harvest been completed. The
weather is pleasant - neither hot nor cold. The sky is clear and blue. The cool wind blows.

This is the most favourable for flying kites. the kite flying season lasts a month.
Tradition and Social Belief

The tradition of kite-flying has been in practise from time immeriorial in Nepal. One of the social
beliefs of this tradition is that it sends messages to the gods to remind them not to send any more
rain since the paddy is ripe for harvest. Elderly people believe that this pastime brings prosperity to
the family and that it is a means of contacting and honouring dead ancestors, and of guiding recently
released souls to the heaven.

Nepalese Kites

The Nepalese kites are the malay. The malay, a two sticker without a tail, has its sticks of equal
length crossed and tied with centre of one at a spot one-seventh the distance from the top of the
other. A bridle attached to the kite has two legs, one from the top of the diamond and the other from
the lowest point, meeting a little below the crossing of the sticks. A string pilled tight across the
back of the cross stick will bow the surface making the kite self- balancing.

The Nepalese Style of Kite flying

In Nepal kites are flown from the roofs and roof porches of the houses. The style of kite-flying in
Nepal is different from those of other countries in South Asia.

To fly a kite in the Nepalese mode you need a big reel with two spools on either side. The reel has a
round smooth stick coming out from each centre of the spools. Either end of the stick snuggles
between your thumbs and index fingers. You reel in the string of a kite by patting the two spools
clockwise.

The reel must have about 6000 metres of string. You need someone to take a kite and walk some
distance. You stand still holding the reel of which the string is tied to the kite. The moment he
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Kite Flying in Nepa