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Front Cover Photo 
Shows the Worlds Largest Kite being flown 
at Bristol with a range of Martin Lester’s 

legs in the foreground. 
Photo:  Gill Bloom 

Dear Reader 
 
Once again we have come to the end of the kite season which has 
had its ups and downs.  Let us hope that next years events will all 
be blessed with better wind and weather. 
 
Talking of next year a large number of people have already 
started to ask about the Dieppe festival (the 10th).  The current 
information we have is that Dieppe will be held from the 5th 
September to the 13th September 1998.  We have spoken to the 
organiser and they intend to have a web site as well as on-line 
registration.  No further details as yet but we will keep you 
informed. 
 
You may notice, as you look through the magazine, that there is 
little, if any, sports kite information - this is because we have not 
been sent any!  (Mind you we are being sent very little about any 
kite flying).  We really do need members input, what appears in 
the magazine YOU send us.  So please send us something! 
 
May we wish you all a merry Christmas and a kite filled New 

Whilst every care is taken to get the details correct The Kite 
Society cannot be held responsible for  any errors or omissions 
that occur.  Opinions expressed in this magazine are not 
necessarily those of the Editors or the Kite Society. 

Brits the best in the World (Again!) 
 

Here are the results of the World Cup held at Long Beach, 
USA. 
 
                                           Precision             Ballet     Total 
1st         Skydance             75.74                    80.54      79.1 
2nd       AirKraft              75.01                    79.29      78.0 
3rd        Aftershock(J)      71.35                    78.66      76.47 
4th        Lungta(F)            73.17                    77.57      76.25 
 
(Thanks to David Gomberg for supplying the results). 
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Can anyone help me with information on the French kite illustrated on page 70 of Pelham's Book of kites, with the 
caption "A very good-looking kite being launched at Chateau de Rouzat, 1905" Based on this photograph I have 
built two of these kites and although the second of these flies very well I suspect it could be improved if I knew 
more about the originals. At Dieppe last year M. Nenot, an expert on historic French kites, told me the kite was 
designed by a Monsieur Gomes (Gomez?) in three sizes. It was apparently especially used for aerial 
photography. 
 
I have found it difficult to tension the middle (Transverse) sail which I believe was originally designed to be 
removable when flying in strong winds. Perhaps there were also bracing lines, not visible in the photograph, which 
would improve the rigidity of the frame? I would be especially interested to learn whether any of the original kites 
remain in museum collections in Britain or on the continent. 
 
Graham Phillips  Newark 20 Urie Crescent, Stonehaven AB39 2JB 
 
This first appeared in the Magazine of the Julian Meeting.  It is reproduced with permission. 
 
Go with the wind. 
 
My former experience had been nothing but frustration. The delicate constructions  of bamboo and cloth or paper 
refused to leave the ground for more than a few unsatisfactory seconds - a sorry tale of soaring hopes and heavy 
disappointment. Kiteflying stayed with me as a small ambition; a bit of life's unfinished business. So eventually I 
decided to try again; to erase the bad memories; to learn about wind and design and to join the successful flyers 
of beautiful, colourful kites. Call it second childhood if you like but what about a certain reference to 'little 
children'? 
 
So I ignored the cheap plastic kites on sale in the beach shop with their pictures of Batman and Snoopy and 
bought a well made, well designed kite in brilliantly coloured modern fabric. (I have since learnt that the beach 
shop has several cheap, comely and successful models - but I know what to look for now). 
 
It has not all been joy and high-flying achievement and there is always an element of challenge. On plenty of days 
the wind seems to take no interest in my kite and on a few it is riskily strong. But picking the right day and the right 
place and the right wind are part of the sense of achievement that a soaring kite can bring, especially if you are 
within reach of the sound of the sea or a glimpse of mountain or if purple clouds form a back-drop to its flight. 
 
Once you have a good kite, all you need is a strong desire to let it fly and the right place open to the sky and free 
from hindrances. Then, with feet firmly on the ground, (there is no need to run) you can trust the wind to take your 
kite from your hand and as you pay out the line you will feel that you are fishing with angels. 
 
Pamela Fawcett 
 
Dear John Barker (Welfare Officer to Bears) 
 
I tried Marge Proops, but she wouldn't listen. Can you help me before I bust me sitches? My name is Tony Bear, and I have 
just been created by the most heavy-handed person.  He has stuck needles in me from all angles, and left me overnight on a 
cold table with my insides hanging out. Morning comes and again he sets about me by putting a zip down my middle and  
proceeds to put this walky talky thing inside me.  In zipping me up, the zip breaks - well - the language, and me bearly able 
 to talk yet. Withdrawing this walky talky thing he finishes me off with a ladder stitch (tec. talk for teddy makers).  
 
I have now been given a kite bag with the walky talky thing inside, and I  find I have to talk to children sitting in my deck 
chair and my language has to improve, and I know it is difficult for you to improve my language  as I have read your drivel. 
Can help be at hand? Strapped to me is a pack with a parachute in, and he keeps shouting "jump for it!". Do all bears go 
through this? If so what advice can you give me? Please help! I can only hope one day I will catch him with the sun in his 
eyes and I shall  bear down on him from a great height. 
 
Tony Bear. 
 
Typed badly by He who made me (Harry Douglas) Poole Kitefliers. P.S. I could be dropped at the  Poole Kite Festival on the 
21st Sept, at Baiter Park, Poole - please send help soon! 
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Kites:Paper Wings over Japan 
 
This delightful 95 page softback book has been prepared by the cognoscenti of Japanese 
kites: Tal Streeter, Scott Skinner. Masaaki Modegi and Tsutomu Hiroi. The group has come 
together under the auspices of Scott Skinner's Drachen Foundation to provide an in-depth 
catalogue of the Drachen Foundation travelling exhibition of Japanese kites. The result is a 
well co-ordinated series of chapters that cover all aspects of  Japanese kites. 
 
I particularly appreciated the explanation of the characters that feature on the kite skins - poor 
old Daruma who was so absorbed in his meditation that his legs rotted away from under him 
and leaving him egg shaped. True or false? Fascinating mythology. The history - both ancient 
and modern is adequately described as are  notable kite makers. Kites by the master kite 
maker, Teizo Hashimoto, form a significant part of the large number of excellent colour 
illustrations. It is worth buying the book just for the illustrations of these inspiring kites; Tiezo 
and Kiyo Hashimoto devoted their lives to kites in a way that is impossible today and it is no 
wonder that probably only one master Edo kitemaker survives. Of course there are many other 
kitemakers and illustrations of a wide diversity of their kites is given. I was particularly taken by 
the gently erotic kites of Kazuo Inoue. 
 
Probably, because of the exhibition catalogue nature of the book, it has not been possible to 
be truly comprehensive in showing the full diversity of Japanese kite forms - for this you need 
to start with Saito's 'Colourful Kites from Japan'. 
 
It is a pity that the chapter on the Anatomy of the Kite is only a short two pages as the details 
of making these exquisite kites is intriguing. The chapter on aerodynamics could easily have 
been made over to the construction section. 
 
The latter part of the book is given to describing individual well known kitemakers. Again it is a 
pity that this section could not have been longer because all the kite makers described would 
warrant a double page spread; some are rather meanly relegated to four kitemakers to a page. 
The book closes with a catalogue of festivals, kite museums and kite clubs - all essential if you 
are to make the visit to Japan. The book has a useful glossary, but it has no index. the 
bibliography is extremely basic which, for a kite book collector, is disappointing. 
 
While I have no hesitation in recommending the book there is one enigmatic exception. 
Nowhere in the book is the Japanese character for kite - Tako. This is rather odd as all Tako-
Kichi love the symbology of the wind blown octopus character that forms the centre of their 
universe. 
 
Kites:Paper Wings over Japan is published by Thames and Hudson. It cost £12.95 and is 
available (ordered) from booksellers or directly from Kiteability. 
 

Paul Chapman 
 



1\IT~AEI LIT~ 
tiA~UMA()~ 1\IT~S A~U 

1\IT~ MA T~VI~LS 

·I 
\ 

' \ 
\ 

l 

Another season over, 
Old Harry's had such fun, 
now Mable has joined the madness, 
it's like squadrons into the sun. 

A team they've formed with Barry, 
It's called The Zimmer Three, 
new stunt tricks and manouvres 
next year, just wait and see! 

;. 

Triple toe loops, Salkoe's 
like you've never seen before, 
They'll have the Judges wondering 
"Just how do we give a score?" 

Harry says "We need support" 
You all know who it will be, 
There"s only one who suppor us all, 
Yes, our friends KITEABIL 
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KITEABILITY ha them all, 
and finally Y BEST WISHES, 
FOR CHRISTMAS YOU ALL. 
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2, Garfieki Road, Enfield, Middlesex EN3 4RP Tel & Fax: 0181-804 9080 

Proprietor : Mrs. P. Del 
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In the last issue we had a letter from Mr Repper asking about line tangles, here are the 
thoughts of some of our readers:- 
 
From Frank Ogden.  I have been investigating stability problems with delta and parafoil kites 
used for aerial photography. One area examined was the braided kite line sold to me by a kite 
trader. A huge cop of cheap nylon loose braid which stretched, twisted and created huge 
snarls and knots. The English Braids Ltd, Spring Lane, Malvern Link, Worcs, WR14 1AL 
(01684 892222) gave some invaluable assistance and sent me sample cards of polyester, 
smooth braid, 16 plait cords.  From these I selected type R20, breaking strain, 201 lbs, which 
has proved most satisfactory. 
 
If  kite line is unloaded from a simple spool a twist is inserted into the braid each time the line is 
gathered in by hand and slid over the edge of the spool.  A twist test on a short length of line 
will indicate the torque being executed on the kite when the line is severely twisted.  Heavy 
duty swivels do not take out the twist when under load and probably "bind" due to lack of 
angular movement.  Tests with a ball bearing race produced much better results.  A lightweight 
front hub assembly from a bicycle makes a good universal swivel. 
 
If a proper line reel is not available then it is advisable to lay out the whole line on the dry 
ground and stake one end. Attach the other end to the ball bearing swivel and starting at the 
ground anchor insert a very large screwdriver shank with two turns of the line around it.  Walk 
the screwdriver along the  whole length of the line maintaining pressure on the two turns.  This 
will squeeze the braid out tightly and untangle the twist.  The swivel will rotate merrily removing 
all snarls.  Please do not use monofilament line, that is an accident waiting to happen. 
 
From Nicolas Wadsworth.  If you normally pay out line over the side of a stationary spool and 
wind it in by rotating the spool you will put twists in the line.  (Try it with a length of tape which 
makes the twist obvious).  Always pay out the line the way you mean to take it in - or take it in 
in the way you mean to pay it out. 
 
I suppose you could try reversing the spool on the handle each time it is full, so you pay out 
over alternate sides, but that is a palliative rather than a cure. 
 
Another good way of accidentally twisting the line is to use twisted string and run your finger 
and thumb along it, so chasing the twist up to one end - it's easily done!  I think avoiding this is 
the main advantage of braid over twist. 
 
Having a swivel on the line is of limited help.  When there is a good pull on them they do not 
prevent the line twisting - try twisting one end of a short length of braid or twist on a swivel 
while maintaining a good tension on the line and see what happens. 
 
Of course it helps if you can keep the line straight when it is not on the spool, ie if you must lay 
the line out or launching, or after a crash, keep it straight and avoid loops, but the important 
thing is to avoid twisting the line in the first place. 
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I feel it appropriate to mention that a miracle happened on 30th August 1997 at Canterbury SEKS 
Festival . I was flying a single line three dimensional gyroscopic looking kite approximately 700 feet up 
in the sky, in about 12-15 miles an hour wind. The wind direction was from an awkward angle and the 
kite was biased towards the right causing the line to resonate making it difficult to bring in. A single kite 
line crossed with mine and the friction caused a fracture within seconds, my kite floated in a SouthEast 
direction. I was with a friend who kindly volunteered to help me search through apple orchard fields 
within a half a mile distance from where I stood in a south east direction. After an hour he returned to 
my shelter without sucess. A lady who was doing some tapestry next to my shelter suggested I should 
report the loss to SEKS organiser, my beloved wife did this on my behalf as I was packing up to leave 
the site. She returned with my kite with all of the line lost, as a passerby two miles away walking his 
dog retrieved it and kindly brought it in. "Thank you" to this honest kind local person. Who would have 
believed I would have ever seen this kite again. 
 
 Raymond Bramzel 
 
A  COMBINE  HARVESTER  ATE  MY  KITE 
 
While flying a Stafford Mylar Indian Fighter at 'highish' altitude in my local park, I clumsily broke the 
cotton line. Although the wind was light, the altitude of the kite caused it to drift some way down the 
flying area, over a high hedge and into a farmers field. I pursued the kite and climbed over a stile to 
enter the field only to find that the farmer was harvesting his crop and the combine had gobbled-up the 
kite! What an ignominous end! 
 
Nicky Cruden, Oxford. 

Private Ads 
FOR SALE: TOP OF THE LINE "SIZZLE" swept wing 
delta sportkite from America. Beautiful rainbow multi-
coloured 8 panel sail, 2.4m (8ft) wing, with deep-V 
lofting graphite frame ideal for low wind and tricks. 
Flown only a handful of times - reluctant sale of a gift 
that has proved too demanding for beginner owner! 
Sizzle package includes line, straps, winder, kite bag & 
manual. £120 new, will accept £65 ono. Tel: Dale 0171 
559 9320 (day). 
 
Wanted.   Green/Blue 'Thornbird' kite by Kited.  Nicky 
Cruden, (01865) 206203 (office hours only) and Nicky.
Cruden@blacksci.co.uk 
 
For Sale: North Shore Radical Custom, Jester Arclight 
(Icarex), Icarex Stranger and Benson Swallow Tail 
(collectors Item).  Offers invited.  0181 958 8108 
Raymond. 
 
For Sale:  Jester II Good Condition £40.00, Jester II 
Arc-light Good Condition £50.00, Jester II arc-light with 
Skyshard 2 wrap throughout condition brand new 
£60.00.  Flexifoil Psycho good condition £40.00.  Tel 
Jason 0118 933 2319. 
 

For Sale:  Flexifoil 16ft plus 500lb lines and fly-bar 
(aluminium).  Bit of a beast.  Must sell hence £200.00 
only (Yes - sixteen feet!).  Carl 01494 785306, 
Chesham Bucks. 
 
Free: Thanks to the generosity of Harm van Veen 
(Netherlands) and of Malcolm Goodman I have some 
optic fibre (0.25mm overall diameter).  This is the most 
convenient material for spars for kites around 50 - 
150mm overall.  If you would like some send me an 
SAE - Nicolas Wadsworth, 31 Merriefield Avenue, 
Broadstone, Dorset BH18 8DA. 
 
For Sale: Miniature Extended Wing Cody Kites for sale.  
33" wingspan, wide range of ripstop colours.  Carbon 
frame, all rigging fully adjustable.  An excellent light 
wind kite.  £40.00 or with Cody topsail £50.00, inclusive 
of UK postage.  For more information phone Andrew on 
01793 853608. 
 
Private ads are free to all Kite Society members.  
Just send us your copy as you would like it to 
appear and it will be published in the next available 
issue.  For the January issue the copy date is 15th 
December. 





Unique windsocks, banners and kites 

Facet Kites from £12.50 
Windsocks and Spinsocks (including Flying Pigs and Piglets) from £2.50 

Banners (as seen in Kite Passion) from £50.00 

One off windsocks a speciality. 

Write for further details 

Gill Bloom, P.O. Box 2274, Great Horkesley, Colchester COS 4AY. 

• 4 panel I 2 colour. 
• 6mm Epsilon UDX 
• 80 inches tip to tip. 
• 9ozs (260g) 
• 1 mph - 25+ mph 
• With line & handles 
Price: £55.00 Complete 

Tei/Fax: 01206 271489 

i:14 Ptnel/2 colour 
a6mm Epsilon UDX 
~, 80 inehes tip to tip. 
• 9ozs {260g) 
• 1 mph - 25+ mph 

Price: £69.00 
Due to a recent bridle revision . the M-.trino Mldlwill now fly quite happily down to an incredible 
1 MPH whilst still tolerating an upper limit of .25+ MPH. Other benefits of the bridle revision 
include even better tricking capabilities then before, together with a more comfortable turning 
circle . Totally silent in flight . both versions of the neutrino Midi offer sport kite precision 
combined with trick kite agility. The M-.trino range of kites - Z>e4~Ned ~ ~-

For further information on the Hczutrino range of kites. please telephone Eddie Stockings on 
01992 718215 (8.00 am- 8.00 pm) Monday to Saturday 

Kited are at: 36 Stanw Road, Waltham Abb Essex. EN9 3HU. 
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Chinese Kite Festivals  
Several kitefliers have expressed interest in accompanying me to China in April 1998 to attend some 
kite festivals. Currently, I am asked to attend festivals in Kunming, Weifang, Qingdao and Xian.  I am 
also getting enquiries from Nanjing and others and the itinerary is far from finalised. It may not be 
possible to attend all the venues but Weifang will definitely be one of them. We have to pay our own 
flights to the first kite festival and the return flights from the last one. The Chinese are offering free 
hospitality, which includes hotel rooms, three meals a day, some tours and internal transportation 
between the festival cities as well as to opening and closing ceremonies. Last year, Qingdao insisted 
on a payment towards the cost of the stay and I will soon know exactly what payments are expected of 
us. It is not essential to attend all the festivals and I will organise any early departures. 
 
Last year there were about 600 kitefliers representing over 20 countries. I know David Gomberg is 
organising a group from the States and along with our group, hopefully Weifang 1998 will have similar 
International representation. It is such an unusual experience, which is why I am considering another 
visit.  
 
If anyone is interested in joining the group or would just like some more information, please telephone 
me on 01780 460389. I could always refer you  to some of the last group who travelled to China for 
some unbiased opinions about the trip. You can also email me on  stafford@lucknow.demon.co.uk.    
   
Stafford Wallace 
 
 
Jeremy Carson writes: 

The Fighter Kite Club News U.K from MAC 
 
Portsmouth  6th International Kite Festival 
I would like to thank Jon and Gill Bloom for inviting myself and the Fighter Kite Club to Portsmouth 
and for the time given to us to demonstrate to the public about fighter kites from around the world. We 
feel it was something of a first to be included in the events and it looks like we may be out of the car 
park and into the arena at last.  Also many thanks to Ludo Petit for the kites he donated for the 
fighting and for his support. 
 
Last but not least we must congratulate the maestro himself, my dear friend Ron Moody for being the 
overall winner and for all his help, support and enthusiasm. 
 
Canterbury Kite Festival 
Again we were made more than welcome by David Rose and Alan Sage at Canterbury and given 
hours in the arena to display our kites and hold the first fighter kite Championship. Things were 
somewhat confused at times but I think we can only learn from this experience but I hope it was 
enjoyed by all who took part. Guess who the winner was - Ron, of course, who was presented with a 
fighter kite sweatshirt. Second was William Dunn, and if he would like to contact me I will make him a 
fighter of his choice. 
 
ALL Fighter Kite Members 
I would like to compile a list of all our members so I can send everyone a list to enable you to contact 
each other to arrange meetings through the winter and also so I can send you any information on 
fighter kite meetings abroad. Please write, fax or telephone me, Mac at 3 Pump Lane, Waterlooville 
PO8 9TS tel/fax 01705 591171 or Harry Douglas of the Poole Kitefliers at 249 Wimborne Road, 
Poole, Dorset. BH15 2EG tel 01202 660457. 
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ROARING FORTIES INTERNATIONAL KITE 
FESTIVAL 
 
Date:   Friday February 27 - Monday March 2, 
1998.  Where: Churchill Park, Launceston, 
Tasmania, Australia 
 
AUGUST 1997 NEWSLETTER 
Welcome to Newsletter 2 of the Roaring Forties 
International Kite Festival.  For those of you who 
have not checked an atlas  recently, most of 
Tasmania lies in the latitudes  between 40  and 
44  South although offshore islands means that 
the State extends from near 39 S to the sub-
Antarctic. 
 
The Roaring Forties were the winds that brought 
white settlers to Australia after the East Coast of 
the Australian mainland was sighted by Captain 
James Cook in 1770.  Tasmania was first sighted 
by the Dutch explorer/merchantman Abel 
Janzoon Tasman in 1642.  His sighting of 
Tasmania's rugged west coast, and trip around 
the south of the island meant that Bass Strait, the 
strip of notoriously rough water between 
Tasmania and the Australian mainland, was not 
discovered until 20  years after the first white 
settlement in Sydney in 1788.  Until that 
discovery, the Roaring Forties drove sailing ships 
provisioning the Australian settlements around 
Tasmania's southern coast before a long hard 
slog up the East coast to Sydney.  The Roaring 
Forties are still blowing and will hopefully provide 
the right breezes for the International Kite Festival 
next March. 
 
THE THEME: 
The multi-cultural aspect of the festival will be 
enhanced with the a Kite Spirit Night Fire, a night 
performance of kite dance where the emblems of 
fire and kites become prominent.  The festival 
ground will be decorated with cultural feather 
banners, streamers and lanterns from the 
nationalities represented. 
 
Ethnic performances are being developed to 
broaden the multi-cultural theme of the  Roaring 
Forties International Kite Festival.   The ethnic 
food stalls will also aim to bring the best of multi-
cultural flavours to enhance the kite flying.  And, 
of course there will be the best of traditional and 

high technology kites to show where culture old 
and modern meet. 
 
THE CITY OF LAUNCESTON EDO: 
At the last international kite festival in Launceston 
in 1988, the contingent of Fliers from Japan, led 
by Nosaaki Modegi,  left a huge Edo kite as a gift 
to the city.  Over the years, there has been a bit 
of wear and tear on the kite which is 
approximately 10m square and made of washi 
paper and bamboo.  The local kite fliers are 
starting restoration of the  kite in the last week of 
August.  It will make a spectacular sight at the 
Roaring Forties International Kite Festival in 1998. 
 
THE VISITORS: 
The City of Launceston has three sister cities:  
Napa in the US, Ikeda in Japan and Taiyuan in 
China. Each of the sister cities will be represented 
at the festival, either with kiting teams or kites. 
 
Already international fliers Shakib Gunn of 
Singapore, Peter Lynn of New Zealand,  Michael 
Alvares of Western Australia and Ludo Petit of 
France have agreed to come to  the festival. 
 
Ludo Petit has 30 Edo kites, each 2m x 1.8m, 
made of bamboo and paper.  He has flown  them 
in Paris at a bridge opening and is flying them in 
Indonesia now.  He has decided to send the kites 
to NSW for storage so that they will be ready  for 
the Roaring Forties International Kite Festival. 
 
Peter Stauffer, who will store the kites has 
decided to make an extra 20 Edos of the same 
size to add to the spectacle in Launceston. 
 
THE EDUCATION PROGRAMME: 
The first of the education events has already 
taken place.  The Science Teachers  Association 
of Tasmania, through a member of the Festival 
organising committee, Marj  Colvill, has started 
the kite building seminars for teachers.  Marj and 
other committee  members, are building the skills 
of a group of teachers who will conduct seminars 
in other regions of Tasmania so that schools will 
have a series of kites ready to fly on the Schools 
Day in the festival.  Although 11 teachers booked 
into the first seminar, Marj prepared materials for 
20 and 50 turned up. 
 
The seminar made three paper folds, a box, a 
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sled and an Ohashi Wave kite during a  three 
hour session. Flying conditions outside weren't 
good but all kites flew indoors. 
 
WWW: 
Kite fliers may keep up to date with the festival on 
the Internet through the World Wide Web on  
http://www.vision.net.au/~carson 
 
Internet News 
 
just a quick note to let you know that the West 
Coast Kite Club has moved its email account and 
can now be contacted at wckc@globalnet.co.uk 
The website will be updated and transferred in the 
next few weeks and can then be found at : 
 
http://www.users.globalnet.co.uk/~wckc 
 
Martin Attwater Sec. WCKC. 
wckc@globalnet.co.uk 
 
Just to inform you that Avon Kite Fliers now  has 
a web site.  It can be found at: 
WWW.ARGONET.CO.UK/USERS/PARSONS 
Martin Parsons AKF. 
 
World AIDS Day. 
 
Come fly a kite for Worlds AIDS Day, Sunday 
30th November 12noon - 4pm at Blackheath, 
London.  Kite ballets.  Childrens music ensemble.  
Childrens Kite making workshop.  Rope Ballet.  
Information.  Food.   
 
The theme of this years World AIDS Day is 
“Children living in a world with AIDS”.  As a drop 
in centre for people living with HIV in South East 
London, the Positive Place is very aware of the 
increasing number of children affected by HIV 
either directly or because of family experience.  
We have recently had a purpose built creche 
added to our existing premises and any money 
raised on World AIDS Day will be used for work 
with children. 
 
If you would like to offer something special for this 
event, such as a display or demonstration please 
call Charlie on 0181 692 4318. 
 
Trade News 
Nevil Tillman writes: 

 
I have recently started a mail order Kite Company 
called Krazy Kites.  We specialise in Children’s 
Kites, Windsocks and other novelty kites.  We 
also supply a full range of other Speed & Stunt 
Kites.  Our prices are very competitive since our 
overheads are kept to a minimum. 
 
Contat Krazy Kites at 8 Clement Avenue, Holmer 
Green, High Wycombe, Bucks HP15 6TN.  
 
Tel: 01494 718542, Fax: 01285 760202. 
 
 

Fly A Kite On Christmas Day 
 
The following poem, Fly a Kite on Christmas 
Day, was written in memory of Ted Butler, an 
old family friend who lived at Old Wives Lees 
near Chilham, Kent and who gave me a kite 
in my childhood. 
 
Fly a kite on Christmas Day: 
Let your feelings send it to 
Everywhere along its way 
Flying over the earth in view; 
Everyone in heart and mind: 
Fly a kite to all mankind. 
 
Fly a Christmas card today: 
Set your kite to entering 
Every heart along its way 
As the world is carolling; 
Everyone in heart and mind: 
Fly a kite to all mankind. 
 
Fly the kites across the warm 
Morning air on Christmas day, 
Fly them as our greetings swarm 
Round the world along their way; 
Everyone in heart and mind: 
Fly a kite to all mankind. 
 
©Robert Duncan Martin 1997 



Joining HDPE 

 

Joining High Density Poly-Ethylene (HDPE) 
 
HDPE is a good material for making light-weight kites when ripstop would be too heavy - for flying on 
windless days or on a calm evenings or for indoor flying. HDPE is the slightly less shiny, slightly 
crisper, plastic often used for plastic bags as it is strong for its weight. Supermarket plastic bags often 
weigh around 18 grams per square metre(gsm), the same or less than normal tissue paper. Local 
shops often have coloured bags which weigh about 9gsm, or clear ones at 8gsm. The thinnest black 
bin liners and white swing-bin liners are larger and also weigh about 9gsm. [for comparison K42 ripstop 
is nominally 42gsm and the lightest Icarex I know of is about 32 gsm]. 
 
For a box kite there is no need to join the HDPE: if you cut the handles off one end of the bag and the 
bottom off the other you have a ready-made box which only needs thin spars fixing on with sticky tape. 
For other kites you may need to join the plastic sheet. It is possible to use sticky tape, but that adds 
weight and is difficult on the thinnest plastic. Hot joining is often better. 
 
Joining by hot cutting is simple and works well for HDPE when the highest strength is not needed, 
giving a  zero weight joint for tails of full -sized kites, or for small kites. To make the joint, lay all the 
pieces to be joined on top of each other on a piece of glass. Use a drop of water (or spit) to hold the 
lower layers in place while you position the upper ones. Place a metal rule on top, press down , and 
run a chisel-edge bit in a normal soldering iron along the edge of the rule to cut all the layers. The 
melted bead which forms at the cut makes a good joint. 

 
For a stronger joint, or 
for  adding  extra 
reinforcement strips or 
spar pockets to a large 
kite, a heat sealing 
technique for overlap 
joints is needed. For 
this you need a flat (or 
slightly domed) bit, say 

6mm across, and a reduced temperature iron. Run the soldering iron from a dimmer switch or put a 
diode in series to halve the power if you know how to do that sort of thing. If not, get a temperature 
controlled soldering iron or try the tip of a domestic (clothes) iron. 
 
To make the overlap joint, place  the pieces to be joined over each other on a  glass surface. Put a 
sheet of grease-proof paper or baking parchment on top and press down with a metal rule. Then slide 

the flat bit over the sandwich 
taking care not to let the edges 
of the bit press in and cut the 
plastic. A few trials on scraps 
will show you how fast to move 
the iron. 
 
If you have no glass, other shiny 
surfaces such as formica or 
hardboard will work, but glass is 
best. 
 
 
 

Nicolas Wadsworth 
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The organisers, Betty Street and Bill Lockhart were at the Bristol festival and they asked me if I would accept an 
invitation to do a presentation at the Retreat in Junction.  I said I was flattered but surely Retreats were for kite 
makers and I, as primarily a kiteflier, would be a bit of a Phillistine amongst the many kitemakers. I explained that 
I come from India where there is a tradition of kiteflying, but not necessarily of kitemaking.  Betty said she was 
aware of this and wanted me to do presentations which included a talk on how kites were flown in India but would 
consist of kiteflying lessons for beginners with some tips for experienced kitefliers for improving their competitive 
skills. She said Martin Lester had recommended me because he couldn't make it to Junction this year. Four 
weeks before the event, I faxed Betty to say that if enough kitefliers hadn't shown interest in my presentations, 
she could save herself the airfares as I offered to withdraw. She said that my classes were already nearly fully 
booked and so now Junction was on. 
 
The flight  was from Gatwick to St. Louis (10 hrs),  where I waited (2 hrs) for the connecting flight to San Antonio 
(2 hrs), where I was met and told we had to wait (2 hrs) for another flight which had Martyn Lawrence from UK.  I 
was tired and dozed off on a chair to be woken up by some Japanese friends, Morihiro Takeda and Morio Toki, 
whose flight had arrived early.  When Martyn arrived we were driven the last 120 miles to Junction  (2 hrs) and the  
Texas Technical University Centre Campus arriving at about 11.00 PM local time. Some International workshop-
presenters had already arrived and we talked till about 1.00 AM when I sleepwalked  to my room and collapsed 
for the night. It was 7.00 AM the following morning according to British time,and 25 hours had elapsed since I 
woke up for the start of the day in Rutland in England. Fortunately,  I have now developed the skill of sleeping on 
flights. 
 
It was Thursday and the retreat didn't start till the Friday so a day was  spent relaxing, exploring the rural 
surroundings, wildlife and meeting old friends. The 416 acre campus on the South Llano River has workshop 
facilities, cafeteria self service food service with lots of ice and iced water always available, and dorms adjacent to 
a 40 acre flying field.   The ladies serving the food were amused by my insistence on smaller portions, and  at my 
confusion  about which, of the many, salad dressings to use or  my reluctance to pour syrup over my bacon at 
breakfast, or to put peanut butter over my icecream. The campus is totally private and solely for the use of the 
registrants at the retreat and the staff. This was heaven for me. I saw armadillos, humming birds, a snake, some 
deer, a bat cave, fireflies and many other interesting creatures. It was quite hot and I was advised by others to 
drink lots of iced water. Most Americans walked about carrying large jugs filled with iced water. 
 
Friday was the day for registration & check-in. Registrants for the retreat are not allowed onto the campus until 
12.00 noon, I think for public liability & insurance purposes.  I looked towards the entrance gate and saw several 
cars waiting and as soon as it was 12.00 noon, there was a rush for the admin building and within a few minutes 
there were dozens now on the campus and kites were flying on the field.  Lunch was sheer excitement as I met 
many dear friends and made even more new ones. I felt as though a sort of reunion was happening and I wanted 
to be part of it.  It seems that Junction is an annual pilgrimage for many American kitefliers. At the Weymouth 
festival, Stretch Tucker told me he couldn't really describe Junction for me but that he guaranteed I would enjoy it.  
He was right.  I rather hate cities and this was heaven, just being out in the country with kitefliers. At the evening 
meal, announcements were made for the various workshops and classes and at 7.30 PM, the whole place went 
kinda quiet as approximately 150 registrants attended workshops of their choice, which were due to finish at 
10.30 PM, but I saw lots of them still working at their sewing machines till 1.00 AM.  Many British kitefliers will 
envy  me access to the variety of workshops.  So what sort of workshops were there? 
 
TRI-CONE SPINNER      Jose Sainz.  San Diego California   Jose was at Bristol and Dieppe last year.  
Participants would build a three cone spinner that can be used on the kite line or on a flag pole. 
SEWING A SIMPLE PARAFOIL      Stretch Tucker.  Ocala. Florida  Stretch is a frequent visitor to British kite 
festivals, doing Weymouth & Swindon this year. He is one hell of a tall guy and I don't like him to stand near me 
as he makes me feel short. So guess what he does?   Participants would cut and assemble a 6 sq. ft. parafoil, 
which is the infamous 'whack-chop' foil. 
CRAZY QUILT & STRIP WORK IDEA-FEST.      Scott Skinner. Monument  Colorado & Bill Lockhart. 
Lubbock. Texas.  Scott has attended many British festivals and Bill was at Bristol & Dieppe last year. Both 
presenters would discuss and demonstrate the creative and expressive uses of these two simple patchwork 
techniques. Participants may complete the sail for a 4 ft. rokaku (or a kite of their choice) 
BACK TO PAPER      George Peters. Boulder. Colorado.  George is well know to British kitefliers through his 
attendance at many British festivals with his beautiful kites and banners. He would explore the processes and joys 
of making paper kites, also some bamboo classics, a little 'arrowdynamics' and some night time firefly kites. 
BUILDING A TRADITIONAL TSUGARU KITE.      Mrs. Tokuko Sato. Aomori. Japan. Participants would have 
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the opportunity to work on various sizes of traditional kites from the northern area of Japan which are constructed 
of cypress wood and washi. 
MAKING YOUR OWN KITE FITTINGS.      Ed Lindsay. Chula Vista. California.   Demonstrations of how to 
make several types of fittings with common tools.  
CERAMICS - RAKU FIRING.      Cakky Brawley.  San Antonio. Texas.  An opportunity to experiment on the 
potter's wheel or in hand building, to decorate/glaze bisque ware and to raku fire. 
HOW TO BUILD A TETRAHEDRAL KITE.     Spencer Chun.  Mililani. Hawaii. Participants would build a nylon, 
four cell, tetrahedral kite. 
SELF PORTRAIT KITES   Robert Trepanier. Montreal. Canada.   Robert  was at Bristol and Dieppe.Working 
with tyvek to create life-size portrait kites.  
TECHNIQUES FOR BUILDING HISTORICAL KITES.      Achim Kinter. Gelsenkirchen. Germany.  Techniques 
for sewing, framing and finishing a variety of historical kites. Achim will show wooden frames and their 
connections and will discuss sewing techniques for cotton or silk sails. 
BUILDING THE YAKKO DAKO.      Morihiro Takeda & Norio Toki.  Tokyo. Japan.  They were at Dieppe. They 
would work with participants to build the traditional Yakko Dako. 
SPRAY PAINTING TECHNIQUES.     Spencer Chun. Hawaii.  Introduction to techniques of spray painting and 
using templates and other items to create patterns by 'brushing' or 'sputtering'. 
EXPERIMENT AROUND A RECTANGULAR KITE.    Robert Trepanier.   Participants design their own paper & 
bamboo kite starting with the structure of a rectangular Japanese kite. 
PHOTO-COLLAGE KITES.  Stuart Allen.  Davis. California. Creating bamboo & paper 'Collage Kites' using 
instructor provided 'alternative process' photographs of sky, earth & water. 
KITES AS AN EDUCATIONAL TOOL     Michael Alvares. West Leederville. Western Australia.  Michael 
attends Dieppe every time and can always be seen entertaining the children with his kites. Kites from Asia, the 
history & mythology to teach multiculturalism. I enjoyed attending his sessions. 
A SURVEY OF HISTORICAL KITES     Walter Diem. Hamburg. Germany. 
PAINTING CHINESE KITES   Kite maker from Beijing, China. . 
BUILDING FIGHTER KITES.      Martyn Lawrence.  Bethesda. Wales.  Opportunities to experiment with paper, 
mylar, tyvek, wood & fibreglass to construct a variety of fighter kites. 
INDIAN FIGHTER KITES.      Stafford Wallace.  Rutland England & India. Primarily the thrust of this 
presentation was to be the flying for beginners and developing of competitive skills for the more experienced 
fliers. I had planned to show the video of Indian kites being made but the translation  into American format was 
unsuccessful.  During my talk I found myself explaining British Colonial policy because I had to explain the 
matches, we had in India, between the Hindus, Muslims and Christians.  They expressed amazement when I said 
over 95% of kitefliers in India have never seen a kite being made. Several dozen beginners took up flying my 
kites and more experienced fliers informed me that my kites were excellent for beginners as well as for 
competition. Everyone seemed to enjoy both my presentations.  Some friends joined me in my room to make a 
some mylar kites. Yes, I can make kites but  'time spent making is time lost flying'.  (Indian kiteflier's quotation) 
 
All presenters had to do two presentations which  were on either Friday evening, Saturday afternoon, Sunday 
morning and Monday morning, with 7 or 8 workshops on each occasion.  I attended Michael Alvares workshop 
and enjoyed his presentation  I made a sled, box kite and a small butterfly kite. On Saturday evening there was a 
Texas Barbecue with a country & western band and I had to play a Texas nose-flute as part of an orchestra of 
International Presenters who all played  nose flutes.   A silent auction followed a loud auction and raised  enough 
funds to cover the overall costs for the organisers.  A demonstration of kiteflying for the public on Sunday 
afternoon brought in several dozen local ranchers, but only registrants were allowed to fly kites. Non-registrants 
were escorted off the flying field. Canoe trips and tubing (going down the river in a large tube) were available to 
those staying  after conclusion on Monday afternoon.  Junction was an absolutely enjoyable experience and I 
totally understand why it is such a popular venue.  
 
I know that White Horse Kitefliers have organised retreats in UK on a smaller scale, and I wonder that with the 
correct venue and quality presenters, a quite successful retreat is very possible.  When I have described the 
many workshops/presentations to kitefliers at some festivals, all of them said they would love to attend something 
similar in UK. The Junction Retreat was funded by registrations and auction proceeds. Had the auction not been 
successful, both the organisers would have had to put their hands in their pockets. 
 

Stafford Wallace 
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Kelburn Festival of Flight 1997 - 24th - 26th May 
 
The festival was held once again over the Spring Bank Holiday at the Earl of Glasgow Country Park just outside 
Largs It presents all aspects of flight including Hot Air Balloons, Microlights, Model Rockets, Radio Controlled 
Aeroplanes and even a Model Airship. 
 
The festival site is in the most beautiful location of any I have attended, there are views across the Firth of Clyde 
to the Isles of Bute and Cumbrae with the mountains of Arran forming a backdrop to the scene. Kelburn Country 
Park itself has many attractions for visitors apart from the festival activities. 
 
This year the kites section of the field provided a kaleidoscope of bright colours with our banners and kites 
displayed round the tents and various wind-socks flying from the kitelines. 
 
Members from The Kite Club of Scotland provided their excellently organized teddy dropping stint with certificates 
for the children and adults! But their sweetie dropping was restricted to the children!! Their large blue and white 
club shelter was easily spotted having walls made from St. Andrew's crosses. The Northern Kite Group were well 
represented together with members from North East Kite Flyers and Midland Kite Fliers all sporting beautiful 
banners. The Aberdeen Parakart teams showed their skills in a separate arena. 
 
Over the weekend we were able to show the public a fascinating variety of kites and kite activities with a wide 
range of box kites, various examples of soft kites with jogging legs, a giant octopus and many parafoils, there 
were Indian fighter kites, stunt deltas and one of our members was practise flying with two (or is it three deltas 
yet) a la Mark Coventry. Several kite trains and arches were to be seen and KCOS were test flying their brand 
new club kite, a Millestelle train by Maurizio Angeletti 
 
The hot air balloonists shared the field and launched several balloons over the weekend including Bertie Basset’s 
which I thought to be the biggest balloon seen at a festival, then they brought out the Highlander which dwarfed it 
(the balloon must cost a fortune to inflate). 
 
We were all invited to a Ceildah and barbecue in the evening and the balloonists performed the evening glow at 
dusk. 
 
The weather and the scenery contributed to a memorable weekend, and combined to provide us with two 
evenings of quite spectacular sunsets. 
 
Kelburn will also be remembered for two very different methods of retrieving kites from trees. 
 
The Country Park's tree surgeon retrieved a kite train of parrots by an inspired and courageous example of tree 
climbing, the last kite was reached by "swimming" out across the top canopy of the last tree. 
 
The second kite was retrieved by a completely different method and one that may never be repeated. It was 
caught on the top branches of one of a line of tall trees. 
 
Our Balloonist colleagues were having an evening launch when one of their crew members spotted the kite from 
his basket and was able to adjust his height so that he could lean out over the tree and pick it out. It was my 
favourite Dan Leigh delta but I did not see him do it! 
 
Plans are already being made to repeat this festival at Spring Bank Holiday next year and we have all been 
invited back. 
 
If you have a new or extra special kite, banner or windsock this is the place to give it a first public display 
 
The weekend at Kelburn makes a tremendous start to a holiday in Scotland as many of the kitefliers can tell you. 
They set off to places as near as the Isle of Arran and as far away as John O'Groats. So make a note in your 
diary now. 
 
John Welborn 
Basingstoke - 31st May & 1st June 
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Well was it ever windy with no rain!!  Saturday saw loads of single line stuff in the air, even when they started to 
get cut!   Senor Brockett had a fine old time chasing his kites down on the nearby housing estate. A splashing 
time was had by all at the evening do with most people entering in the spirit of things (ha ha).  
 
Sunday it was just a bit too strong, someone was holding a Team Rok by the bridle and snapped a spar, er thank 
you for displaying it!  Mike Shaw & friends had fun being lifted out of their buggies. (highlight of this was Andy 
Preston buggying with a vented Rev).  All in all it was a Great weekend, even with the sunburn,(ouch).  
 
Thanks to Airkraft, Sky Dance and The Decorators for their Brilliant displays, (even if we forgot to stop the Decs 
tape, and they carried on for 20 odd minutes).  Thanks also to Theo & Thea Beerends, Adam Sutherland, Kay 
Henderson & Ellen, Steve Brockett, Martin Harris, Stafford Wallace, Crosslines, Jerry & Carolyn Swift for the 
Teddy Bear Dropping, Derek & Jill Kuhn for their stirling work making 1250 sled kites over the weekend and last 
but not least George Webster on the PA. 
 
We are so organised down here we even have the dates for next year which are the 6th & 7th of June. So if we 
don't see you before we'll see you then. 
 
Al Cosgrove 

 
Petworth Kite Festival  97 - 5th & 6th July 
 
Two days this year. Thank you to everyone who came. The wind was fickle but you still managed to create Magic 
in the Sky. John Turner's spikey donut made stately Petworth House look like a cottage! He deservedly won ' The 
Best of the Fest' glass tankard (kindly donated by Kiteability). 
 
The only drama was a dog stuck in the boat house on the lake.  He was rescued by the Red Cross. Do we win the 
prize for the festival with the most dogs? I saw a lady with a kite in one hand leading 3 dogs with the other. 
 
Special thanks to Ron and Pat Dell, Dave Mitchell, Kev and the Punchlines team, Chris Croft for the commentary, 
and the Brighton Kitefliers, teddies included. (The Oakhill family, Ken Knight, Vivien and Gordon Ellis were sadly 
missed).  Just under £5,000 was raised for Angels International and the Red Cross. 
 
If you have  comments or suggestions for improvements Please Let Me Know. Did any one take Photos? I would 
love to see them. Joanna Mersey, Bignor Park, Pulborough, Sussex RH20 1HG .  
 
In your diary please 4th and 5th  July 1998 Petworth Kite Festival. 
 
Northern Electric International Kite Festival 5th and 6th July. 
 
Due to the totally unprecedented weather conditions for the two weeks before the kite festival, the flying, camping, 
and public parking sites at Washington were in a very swampy condition and a safety risk to all visitors and those 
who take part in the event. The weather conditions had been so severe (the worst for 150 years and the forecast 
was for more rain). It was impossible to erect the marquees and prepare the site for the weekend. (It takes a 
week) 
 
Due to the safety risk and after careful consideration of all factors, the Council and Northern Electric (the 
sponsors) took the decision to cancel the Kite Festival on the Washington site.  I checked the site on Monday 7th 
July and it was still damp which confirmed that the right decision had been taken. It would have been a mud bath 
and any vehicles allowed on the site would have had to be towed off leaving the sponsors with an enormous bill 
for damage to the site etc. 
 
We did however make arrangements to re-schedule the Kite festival at Seaburn, a local beach resort which is 
about 8 miles east of Washington. It was a very good site with all the facilities we needed but the Council and 
myself were informed by the local police that we could not go ahead with the kite festival due to problems with 
traffic control, car parking, crowd control  etc... 
 
We spent the next 2 days trying to contact hundreds of kitefliers from all over England and abroad to inform them 
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of the cancellation. I would like to say a big thank you to all those who helped and took on the mammoth task of 
contacting all those who intended coming to the festival (to my knowledge only 2 slipped through the net). As it is 
very difficult to get a refund on airfares etc., and because accommodation was booked for our foreign guests we 
gave them the option of still coming to Washington.  Most of them decided to come, others were already here and 
some were en-route. 
 
At very short notice I managed to hire a 50 seater coach and on Saturday 40 foreign guests and 8 British kite 
fliers (who had booked hotel accommodation and still wanted to come despite everything) went on a sight seeing 
tour of Northumberland and found a beautiful kiteflying site next to Bamburgh Castle.  
 
On Sunday morning we decided to go to Holy Island and look for a suitable site for flying but we could not find a 
big enough area so we returned to the lovely beach and winds at Bamburgh Castle. The weather over the 
weekend was beautiful and we had our own mini kite festival which was enjoyed by a handful of people instead of 
the record crowds we would have had at Washington, the conditions over the weekend being perfect. 
 
I know you will have been disappointed not coming to Washington but there is no one more disappointed than 
me. The festival took 6 months to organise and would have been the best yet with lots of new kite makers and 
their latest creations attending but I am afraid we cannot do anything about the English weather. I hope everything 
will be OK for next year and look forward to seeing you there if not before. 
 
Malcolm Goodman 

Kennet Valley Kite Festival - 26th & 27th July 
 
This is the first time I've written to a Kite Mag. I am the non-kiteflying wife of a kiter and to prevent myself 

Blackheath Summer Kite Festival - 
20th July 
 
A day of sun and light winds.  The highlight of the 
day was the Red Delta Challenge (as mentioned 
in the last issue of The Kiteflier.  One o’clock was 
the designated time and when the whistle blew 
everyone invaded the arena with their Red Deltas, 
all shapes and sizes, fringed, small, large and 
extra large!!  The record was set at 43 kites in the 
air at the same time and it made quite an 
impressive sight. 
 
Well done the Kent Kite Klub for introducing this 
idea. 

becoming a "Kite Widow" I go to a few festivals a year with Peter, helping him get it up, sorting out his 
accoutrements and protecting his paraphernalia, also videoing his efforts for later analysis. I enjoy a day in the 
fresh air watching, listening and doing some knitting. In the main, the festivals are okay - the people are always 
friendly, there is food and drink, and usually loos somewhere - and  of mostly mediocre quality.  The sites are 
mainly recently vacated cow fields, though some are on playing fields or in parks. 
 
I feel I must write to say how I thoroughly enjoyed the Kennet Valley Kite Festival supported by Kreative Kites on 
27th July 1997. The Saturday had been a washout but the Sunday was lovely. The ground was large and flat - 
plenty of room for everyone - specially if they stayed in their designated areas, which mostly worked. Mind you 
when the "Big socks" were launched many fliers had to temporarily vacate their bit of field. 
 
The selection of food was more adventurous, the stalls were good, permanent "Facilities" were to hand. The kite 
workshop did a lot to get kites flying - which, in my view is an essential part of a festival.  No beer tent did not 
seem to detract from the enjoyment of the day either. The demonstrations and events were varied and well 
commented on - not too technical, which tends to put newcomers off. There were no "heavy" competitions which 
makes a change and made for a light-hearted, friendly day. 
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A fair few colleagues from work pitched up, either having seen the adverts or the event happening and turned in 
to see what it was all about. They all enjoyed it and went home with kites "For the kids". 
 
The festival is one I will go to again, maybe in preference to one of the others. My knitting stayed in its bag all day 
so I'll leave it at home next year - need I say more?? I may be able to help steward  to keep single, dual and four-
liners in their proper areas, if required.   
 
Lucie Twivey. 
 
Giant  Fly-In Crewkerne - 27th July 1997 
 
Look out for the kites, I was told - it was more a case of " Now you see them - now you don't" - I can only say that 
this was due to the winding  countryside, not my navigation!  We finally found Honeydown Farm  (country odours - 
cor), showed our passes  and were warmly welcomed by the Camelot Kitefliers, and a good number of our  
friends who already had kites aloft. Our own Nicolas Wadsworth had a Cody up, and later on some more of his 
creations,  which are always wonderful to see. 
 
There was a large single-line delta flown by one of the Camelot mob, who  shall remain nameless, as I had a 
tangle with it and brought it down later  (oops). Our old chums "Last of the Summer Wine" (Roy & Reg) each flew 
a stack of  three Phantoms, while the third member was either sleeping off a drink, or  on his hols elsewhere. 
 
Out of the bush came Richard (Dicky) Nourse - not quite out of the bush -  it was the hat and the shorts made me 
think of that - wot no corks Richard? Looking around, I spied a black sled kite, made from a bin liner, belonging  
to Ken of "Kenny's Kites" - how did you get it that high? Must be an altitude record  for a bin liner: Yarro, we were 
all glad to see you back in action, at Margam Park as well as Crewkerne - the arches of kites are very good - try 
for another hundred next year!!! 
 
Alan Woodier & Martin Parson arrived, and I knew it would not be long before  some of the Avon kites got up.  
I wasn't disappointed - there was a big butterfly, a dragonfly, a whale and a massive green "thing" but the Play-
Sail gets my top vote. At a fly-in, it's always good to walk around and meet everyone and pick up  the latest tips 
and ideas - that really makes it for me.  
 
It was also great to see a children's workshop there, they were kept at it  most of the day, and I  am sure the 
children would have expressed their thanks more vocally, if they had not been puffed out from running up and 
down with their creations, in the fitful winds. Airstream Kites and Cristalair are a joint venture from Poole, and had 
a very impressive stall, complete with snow-white camo netting, which made  a wonderful backdrop for all their 
kites. 
 
Crewkerne Giant Fly-In is always worth waiting for, and I can only say a big thank-you to Frank (Tea's  Up) Wright 
and the Camelot members, on behalf of the Poole mob. I  hope you got all your cups back?  
 
It is the people who greet you at a festival, that make you welcome and glad to have explored the lanes of darkest 
Somerset to seek out your fellow kite-nuts, gathered in a field "somewhere in England". Next time you go to a kite 
"do", be it large or small, remember the folk who work hard to make it happen, don't just say "thanks" - take their 
place for a while, so they can have some fun too!  
 
That reminds me - what did happen to Dennis the Menace? 
 
Harry Douglas - Poole Kite Fliers. 
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U.K. Kite Events 1997 

30th November World AIDS Day, Kite Event, Blackheath, London. Charlie Gamer 

U.K. Kite Events 1998 

12th & 13th April Blackheath Easter Kite Festival, Blackheath, London. Kent Kite Klub 

26th April Old Warden Spring Kite Rally, Old Warden Aerodrome, The Kite Society 
near Biggleswade, Beds. 

3rd & 4th May Weymouth International Beach Kite Festival, Weymouth The Kite Society 
Beach, Dorset. 

9th & 1Oth May Swindon International Kite Festival, Wroughton White Horse Kite Fliers. 
Aerodrome, near Swindon, Wilts. 

23rd - 25th May Festival of Flight, Kelbum Castle & Country Centre, lrene Patterson 
Ayshire. 

6th & 7th June Basingstoke Kite Festival , Basingstoke, Hampshire. AI Cosgrove 

13th & 14th June Peterborough Kite Festival , Nene Park, Peterborough. GOKF 

4th & 5th July Petworth Kite Festival , Petworth Park, West Sussex Kiteability 

5th - 13th September Dieppe International Kite Festival, Dieppe, France. 

11th October Old Warden Spring Kite Rally, Old Warden Aerodrome, The Kite Society 
near Biggleswade, Beds. 

Contact List 

The Kite Society P.O. Box 2274, Gt Horkesley, Colchester C06 4AY. 

AI Cosgrove 18 Loggon Road, Basingstoke, RG21 3PH. tr01256 81 8922 

Charlie Garner tr0181 692 4138 

GOKF Alec Daniels, 51 South View Road, Walton, Peterborough, 
Cambs PE4 6AG. V01733 700718 

lrene Patterson tr01475 568685 

Kent Kite Klub Yvonne Davies, P.O. Box 557, Sidcup, Kent DA14 6UB. 
tr0181 309 1497 

Kiteability 2 Garfield Road, Ponders End, Enfield, Middlesex EN3 4RP. 
V0181 804 9080 

White Horse Kite Fliers P.O. Box 585, Swindon, Wiltshire SN3 4YR. V01793 824208 
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Flying Falling Fauna on Fluctuating Finances 
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I wanted to get "a paw in the door" so to speak, in the bear and other fauna dropping. I did make an 
enquiry via The Kiteflier, which has appeared in the  July Issue, as I write this, but since I made the 
initial enquiry, I have since managed to capture, measure and  construct a large delta suitable for a 

"Jumping Platform". It is a 
lovely stable kite and in a 
reasonable wind easily capable 
of doing the job (see drawing 
1). 
 
I decided to adopt a continuous 
line system via 3 small pulleys. 
One attached to the keel on the 
kite and the other 2 attached to 
dog spikes some 2-3 metres 
apart. This way I can deploy 
falling fauna at a greater rate, 
with one dropper at  ground 
level on one part of the line, 
and the other dropper at kite 
level, so when dropper 1 is 
lifted, dropper 2 is descending 

ready for rapid reloading and a more 
efficient delivery. (See drawing 2).  It is 
important to note that strong leather or 
suede gloves are a must when launching 
and rope pulling as rope burns or even loss 
of a finger can be the result of a lack of 
concentration. 
 
The droppers themselves had to be 
inexpensive and preferably made from 
materials in my garage. I have achieved it 
too, with nothing bought specifically for the 
droppers. Here is the recipe:- 
 
Ingredients for each dropper 
 
300mm approximate length of white plastic 
waste pipe cut square both ends. 
Wire coat hangar. 
Spring. 
2 empty 35mm film canisters without lids. 
1 Large electrical screw block connectors (2 
for double dropper). 
Split pin long enough to go through pipe and 
bend ends over. 
Small split ring. 
 
Method 
 
Square off end of waste pipe. Cut the hook 
from the wire coat hanger and cut a straight 
piece long enough to pass down full length 
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of pipe, plus about 75mm. I marked the pipe for the positions of the connection point and made two 
parallel cuts at an angle of some 45 degrees (when the dropper is attached to the kite line the slots 
then become vertical and the ring does not get caught on the lip). Using a sharp implement. I used a 
Stanley knife open out the saw cuts to form a slot. I then carefully judged the position of the curl in the 
wire to retain one end of the spring, the other end was held in by the split pin.  It is important not to get 
the split pin too close to the connecting block as it may prevent the unit operating when the block hits 
the pin! The hook is attached to the main rod with the connecting block so that when in the normal 
position, the end of the hook is in front of the slot. When the projecting wire at the front is pushed back 
against the spring, the hook moves past the slot allowing anything attached to drop. 
 
I fitted a small split (key) ring to the end of the split pin to attach the parachute release to, just as a 
static line on a full size parachute would work. At this point in the proceedings I fixed the bearing to 
centrally locate the wire. this is where the film cannisters come in. Discard the lid and drill a small hole 
in the centre of the bottom of the cannister, then push fit the cannisters into either end of the pipe as 

shown on drawing 3, if they are not a tight enough fit then they can be glued in. 
 
The projecting wire at the front can now be bent as shown on the drawing so that when the dropper 
reaches the pulley, the wire and hook are pushed back releasing the load.  A double dropper can be 
made by cutting a second slot, with a longer hook, so that a gentle nudge of the plunger will release 
one bear, and a harder tug will release the second, without the tangles that may occur if both were sent 
off together.  The dropper was attached to the line with "Gaffer" tape. (see drawing 3). 
 
As far as the parachutes, harnesses and accessories are concerned, the Big Book of Parachuting 
Teddy Bears information sheet from Kiteability or the new edition Kites book by Ron Moulton and Pat 
Lloyd covers this part in great detail. 
 
Addition added to article after experimentation. A modification is needed on the dropper to make it 
work properly. The plunger is not large enough to guarantee to hit the target to make it operate (the 
target being the pulley). 
 
It will need the addition of a metal or hard plastic disc attached to the pulley or just thread on the line 
above the dropper. It will need to be a tight fit if it is on the line to prevent it twisting when the plunger 
presses against it, or it could be fixed to the plunger itself, you may need to experiment with it for 
optimum operation. 
 

Paul Webb, Weymouth 

Flying Falling Fauna on Fluctuating Finances 
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Below are the answers to the crossword published in the July issue of The Kiteflier.  Once 
again out thanks to Manni Kluge for supplying the crossword. 

Across  Down  

1 BRISTOL 1 BLUE 

3 REICH 2 STAFFORD 

7 PARAFOIL 4 CODY 

9 OLDWARDEN 5 KITELINES 

10 POWERLINES 6 HAWAII 

12 JANE 8 FANO 

13 CERFVOLANTE 9 OSOW 

16 CABANA 11 OMEGA 

17 ROKKAKU 13 CARBON 

19 MOULTON 14 ROK 

21 LESTER 15 TEDDYBEAR 

22 TRAIN 18 BUGGY 

  20 SLEEVE 

  23 AKA 

Just thought kite 
fliers anon would like 
to share these 
a m u s i n g 
photographs of one 
Tim Butcher flying 
his Adrenaline at 
Danebury Hill Fort in 
Hampshire.  It was 
quite a fantastic day 
for kite flying and an 
excellent choice of 
venue for practising 
n e w  k i t i n g 
manoeuvres. 
 
 

Amelia 
Williams. 

Kite Jumping? 
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