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Front Cover Photo 
 

An aerial photograph of the Cape Town 
Kite festival in December 1997.  Photo by 

Craig Wilson. 

Dear Reader 
 
We are once again at the start of the kite flying season and it 
looks to be full of excellent events - including the triple run of 
Portsmouth, Bristol and Dieppe in late August/early September.  
Dieppe looks especially good with the World Cup being held 
over the second weekend - not just team.  They are also 
considering Individuals, Pairs and Quad line competitions.  So 
the greens of Dieppe will be busy with kite fliers.  Further details 
are available directly from the organisers in Dieppe - contact 
details on page 20. 
 
We know that you would have heard this from us before but it is 
true - we are running out of articles - actually we HAVE run out.  
We are at the point where if we do not get anything new from 
you, the readers, the magazine will consist of the Editorial, 
Events List, BMISS, MKF extra and Aerodyne.  Mind you - is 
this what you want?  We can accept articles in almost any form - 
handwritten to email.  Send your articles/letters/kite reviews etc  
to the address shown above.   
 
We would like to thank all the people who responded to our 
comment about the CD rom archives - none!  We therefore 
assume that no-one is interested or is it a case of sheer apathy? 
 
A quick note - the date for Old Warden Autumn has changed to 
27th September from the 11th October. 
 
If you are a U.K. subscriber you will find enclosed the 1998 Kite 
Society Handbook.  Hope that you will find this useful - let us 
know as we are considering putting this information ONLY in the 
magazine and not a separate publication. 
 
Gill and Jon Bloom 
 
Extra Dates:  12 July Dunstable Downs Kite Festival.  Contact 
Dunstable Kites 0158 662779.  2nd August Royston Kite Festival.  
Contact Tony Bradford 01462 459395.  9th August Milton 

Whilst every care is taken to get the details correct The Kite 
Society cannot be held responsible for  any errors or omissions 
that occur.  Opinions expressed in this magazine are not 
necessarily those of the Editors or the Kite Society. 
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Are we too elitist?  The friendship, companionship and help that I have enjoyed over the years from/with fellow 
kitefliers would refute this.  With Jon Bloom declaring only 3500 members of the Kite Society worldwide there 
would seem to be something seriously wrong.  Why do so few people join us, of all those people who bought kites 
during the year?  Looking through some of the back issues of The Kiteflier, I spotted the correspondance from the 
Morgans and others which had skirted onto the possible periphery of the question.  The start of the new season 
encouraged me to think again on what must, surely, become a problem in both the short and long term. 
 
The correspondance concerned the quality of some kites sold to members of the public at our major festivals.  I 
will refresh your memories briefly:  the Morgans detailed the complaints of the legitimate kite trade at the poor 
quality of some of the kites sold at festivals and prophesying the ultimate decline that this could engender (April 
'95).  Alan Poxon added his perceptions and offered a certificate of air worthiness (July '95);  Michael L Smith 
added his three penny worth with "punter kites" (October '95). 
 
Have we progressed in the last three years?  I don't think much has really changed and I am equally certain that 
what little change there may have been has not been for the better.  Those valid points made in 1995 still pertain.  
No one can deny that the trade has declined.  Children of all ages still run furiously around each and every open 
space in vain endeavours to encourage the unflyable to rise.  There is a widely held theory that the thing that 
matters most if you wish to create a "kiteflier" is to make sure that the first kite sold to the initiate is the right one.  
Maybe that's not as simple as it would first appear. 
 
Value for money, or more accurately perceived value is what sells any product that is considered a luxury.  Bigger 
is seen as better if acres of sail area per £ is the only criteria immediately apparent.  The client also has, through 
bitter experience low product durability expectations and is therefore unwilling to throw a sum of good money after 
bad.  "Kites is kid's stuff and anyway I can't run anymore; where can we fly it?"  All ready made excuses not to 
proceed further and higher in performance and cost. 
 
Education, focused advertising and actually actively selling the right things would all help not to improve the 
image of kite flying but give it some sort of positive image to start from. 
 
 Who knows of us at all? 
 What sort of crowd watches your club fly-ins? 
 Get many new members from the viewing public? 
 3500 members worldwide; at least one church in London has a larger congregation! 
 Nothing wrong!  Small is beautiful and takes little or no effort to sustain. 
 
There would seem to be two starting points from which our wanabe kite flier might begin.  Firstly the beach during 
a visit to or holiday at the sea-side.  This could be a very poor introduction as the likelihood of getting a good 
quality product from the local beach shop would not appear high.  Secondly from attending a kite festival, the 
1995 correspondants don't seem to rate this very highly either.  If the only real way in which we can influence what 
our prospective enthusist, club and society member buys is what is on sale at festivals; let's grasp the nettle and 
put our house in order, to trade the odd cliche. 
 
There are many good reasons for holding festivals other than the transfer of traders' gold from their reluctant 
pockets to the organisers' coffers.  So why not refuse to accept a booking from someone whose wares you 
suspect are of inferior quality?  If this is too radical why not insist that trading is by invitation only?  This works well 
at the smaller event; we do just that at Fairbourne; in the knowledge that what is sold will fly or there will be hell to 
pay, if a complaint is justified and it is proven that the kite doesn't!! 
 
The public cannot be expected to know the quality of any kite on pure instinct, and I feel the old legal maxim of 
"let the buyer beware" is poor excuse, when they have been invited to come and see "The Experts" and may have 
paid for the privilege to boot.  Let us get real!  Guarantee the product!  Promote our festivals as centres of 
excellence in merchandise as well as of flying displays!! 
 
Maybe there are other reasons for, at least, the lack of members of the Society.  Do you remember the attempted 
character assassination of Charlie Charlton a few editions ago?  It sickened me - how many voted with their feet?  
Let us reclaim our credibility as your friendly, neighbourhood, Kite Flier for our sport, hobby and pastime. 
 
Big Dave of Team Rokok. 
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Club News 
 
Shefield Kite Club, 168 Heavygate Road, Sheffield S10 1PJ.  Tel; 0114 268 5233 
 
Sheffield Kite Club; new fly-in details. Wednesday 11.00am - 4.00pm, Sportsman Pub, Redmires Road, Lodge 
Moor, Sheffield 11; is the new time for the regular weekly fly-in, also, most Sunday afternoons at the same venue. 
The site is situated behind the Sportsman Pub at Lodge Moor in the west of the city. There is ample car parking in 
the pub car park, or, alternatively the 51 bus from the city centre terminates adjacent to the site.  
 
Organiser, Dave Proctor, says "The kite club welcomes flyers of all types and abilities; please don't hesitate to 
contact me, either on the number above in the evening, or at work in the kite shop (Perpetual Motion, 456-458 
Glossop Road, Sheffield S10 2QA, Tel; 0114 266 0321).  Membership of the club is free, and a newsletter is 
published occasionally. 
 
From The Press 
 
Kite fliers's gust appearance.  Just read this in todays Express (Sat 28th Feb UK).  A young kite flier was lifted 
off the ground by a strong gust of wind and thrown through a  pensioner's kitchen window in Brighton, East 
Sussex. 
 
The youth was dragged 200 yards clinging on to his kite before he was picked up by the wind. He was given a 
check-up in hospital, but did not require treatment. 
 
Anybody know any more ?. Just curious. 
 
Kite Girl Survives. 
 
Also in the papers recently were reports of a girl of 13 who plunged 100ft down a cliff as she flew her kites with 
her friends - fortunately escaping with little more than a few bruises. 
 
The problem was that she was running backwards whilst trying to keep the kite in the air when she went too far 
and tumbled over.  Luckily the cliff was very muddy and, as described by the coastguard, "certainly a steepish 
slope".   
 
Internet Kite Magazine: 
 
Mike Gillard, KiteLife Magazine - http://www.quicksites.net/kitemag.htm 
 
Thanks for joining us for the unveiling of KiteLife, The Internet Magazine for Kiters. It is our goal to provide you 
with a valuable resource- up to the minute kite event results and pictures, great monthly columns by leaders in all 
forms of the kiting sport, intriguing feature articles and more.  
 
What lead us to start this publication? It just seemed like a logical thing to do! Printed kite magazines are nice, but 
have an incredibly long lead time, leading to stale information. Plus, they are expensive, due to the cost of paper, 
printing, mailing, etc.  
 
The internet already has a huge array of kiting related resources, many of which we find of great value. The 
immediacy and growing technology of the internet, combined with the structure of a print magazine, makes for a 
possibly great resource for kiters worldwide. 
 
The aims of this publication are simple - to assemble the greatest talents that kiting has to offer to put together a 
monthly publication of high quality. We will also use this platform to try and bring new visibility to the kiting sport. If 
we do our jobs right, and get the type of support from the kiting community that we expect, we would hope that we 
produce a product that you could show to those people that don't quite understand your fascination with kiting.  
 
Show your boss, mother-in-law, IRS agent, maybe we can help them understand you and what you do. Looking 
for sponsors for an event? Maybe this publication can help demonstrate the allure of kiting. 
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What will the magazine be like? Besides the columns and features mentioned earlier, we are arranging for all 
sportkite event scores and standings to be posted. We plan to have correspondents at all major kite festivals 
worldwide. Picture Galleries, Java goodies, animated cursors...the list could go on for days. We hope for a lot of 
feedback from readers, to help us determine what they would like to see in future issues. 
 
Who is paying for all this? Like most endeavors in kiting, this is mainly a labour of love. We are actively soliciting 
advertisers, to help offset the costs of the internet domain space and computer maintenance. Contributors will get 
to see their name in the bright light of day. Advertisers will get to link to a highly targeted market, at a great price.   
 
Pocock's Kites - a Book (part of a thread on the internet newsgroup rec.kites). 
 
George Pocock's kites were in fact rather sophisticated quad-line kites (he may be the actual inventor of quad line 
controls. He understood their purpose as well as anybody here, though he used bow kites, with lines taken to 
each corner). He also used two and three-lines, I believe. 
 
The Amateur Yacht Society is in the process of typesetting a reprint of George Pocock's original 1827 manuscript,  
“A Treatise of the Aeropleustic Art or Navigation in the Air by the use of Kites or Buoyant Sails, with a Description 
of the Charvolant or Kite Carriage”. We are working from a 1969 reprint, of the 1851 reprint of the book, and 
intend to include all of Pococks (bad) poetry and (great) lithography. 
 
From an AYRS member's review of the book, "One of Pocock¹s purposes in publishing his work was to convince 
doubters that kite traction really worked.  Even people who observed the kite buggy in action were not always 
convinced.  A lady, explaining the mechanism to her neighbours who were also watching said:  “I¹ll tell you all 
about it!  They have got a man up there behind the kite, and he is pulling them along!”. 
 
Very little in this world, even cynicism, is really new :-)  
 
"Aeropleustic Art," all of its 51 pages, will be available in paperback for something in the range of $8-10 retail, 
depending on the print quality we need to maintain. While the AYRS is a registered charity, in England, we do 
need to charge enough for the book to cover its anticipated cost, plus overruns. To this end, we are seeking pre-
publication orders for the book. 
 
Please, do not post "me too's" to rec.kites, but if you are interested in the book, please e-mail either myself, 
dave@dcss.org, or Simon Fishwick, fishwick@compuserve.com and tell us so. If you are associated with a 
kiteshop or other organization, and might want multiple copies, of course we will offer trade discounts.  
 
The more copies we can print, with assurance of placing them all, the less we can charge, and the higher the 
quality of finished work we can deliver. 
 
Kite Exhibition 
 
Dave Anderson writes: 
 
The exhibition “When the Wind Blows” will be housed in Towneley Hall Art Gallery and Museum. It depicts the 
historical development of kites and kiting. We are still searching for more loans so if anyone would like to help 
they can contact Dave Anderson at the Museum. 
 
To complement the exhibition the Museum will be running kite building workshops for the public and visiting 
school children. On th 25th and 26th of July there will be a two day Kite flying festival in Towneley Park, again if 
anyone is interested they can contact Dave for more details.  
 
Natural History Centre, Offshoots Community Garden,  Towneley Hall Museum, Burnley, Lancashire BB11 3RQ.  
Phone 01282 424213.  Fax 01282 436138. 
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Perpetual Motion, 456-458 Glossop Road, Sheffield S10 2QA.  Tel / Fax; 0114 266 0321 
 
Perpetual Motion; Sheffield's kite shop, moves to new premises. The air and street sport specialists; is how 
Perpetual Motion now describes itself. In addition to the comprehensive range of kites, kite spares and materials, 
juggling equipment, frisbees, boomerangs, and air toys, Perpetual Motion is now expanding into BMX, skates, 
and skateboards. The new shop is situated in Glossop Road to the west of the city, in the heart of the University 
area. Owner, Ashley Clark, says "Perpetual Motion prides itself on product knowledge; when something new 
comes out we always thoroughly test it before deciding whether or not to stock it. We are, also, more than happy 
to give advice and instruction, and welcome people to drop in for a chat and a coffee."  A mail order service is 
also available worldwide, with free carriage for orders over £10 in the U.K. Look out for our new web site, which 
should be up and running by the summer. 
 
Dunstable Kites 
 
Biggles eat your heart out!!  Now available in the U.K.  The unique, the one and only, direct from the U.S.A. where 
they have sold in their thousands & even have their own clubs.  We bring you  "Squadron Kites"  (Take a bow and 
a round of applause). 
 
You have 12 great models to choose from including the famous "Ghost Clipper" (5ft long & 2ft high).  All the 
aircraft are scale models of the original and come in easy to assemble kit form with all the bits and full step by 
step instructions to construct your very own Squadron Kite.  Why not start your own squadron and have dog fights 
with your friends, or just hang them from the ceiling.  They look superb and make a great conversation piece. 
 
We shall be holding a "Squadron Kite" competition at the Portsmouth Kite Festival (August 29th & 30th).  Prizes 
for the best constructed kite, best flown kite, best dressed pilot and most unusual use of a Squadron Kite, so get 
building.  We also have a "help, what do I do next" hot line so there is no excuse. 
 
Phone Dunstable Kites on 01582 662779 for a free brochure and your nearest stockist.  Or you can order by mail. 
 
Dunstable Kites, 23 Great Northern Road, Dunstable, Beds LU5 4BN. 
 
Airstream Kites 
 
Airstream Kites, a mail order & small festival company in Dorset, has now added to their stock The Blackbird 
Company range of kites from France. 
 
The kites are of excellent quality and consist of a range from the small Bonzai, a light/indoor fun kite through to 
the serious professional sports kites; No. 5, Streetkite, Blackbird 1, as flown by Lung Ta.  The Crazybird and the 
HotBird take care of the tricks.  Finally the last kite in the range is the Samurai a truly silent 8ft freestyle/precision 
kite.  The prices range from £55 up to £180. 
 
We also hold in stock the complete range from Spirit of Air, plus kites from Airdynamics, Rare Air & many others. 
 
For more details or price list please write to Airstream Kites, P.O. Box 2863, Poole, Dorset BH17 9YT, or 
telephone or fax on 01202 248702. 
 
News from The climax-System for Kites  
Quality flying lines for all kite flying activities for single line kites and sport kites from Indoor to Traction Kiting  - 
Made in Germany 
 
Climax  PROTEC.  Innovation never stands still - neither does the development for new climax flying lines. The 
ultimate flying line for 1998 is climax PROTEC.  Developed with team flying, street kiting and other demanding 
kite flying activities in mind, this line is a world first.  The application of new technologies in line manufacturing 
give this line excellent qualities.  Before the fibres are braided to a line, each individual fibre is impregnated to 
give it its passive-abrasion-protection.  The line becomes highly resistant to wear and tear and friction.  In tests 
even Kevlar had its problems cutting PROTEC.  Equally important is that PROTEC will not cut other lines like 
Dyneema or Spectra.  The finished line is pre-stretched and impregnated before the climax-slippery-polish 
process (CSP) gives the PROTEC line an extremely slippery surface.  New manoeuvres, previously restricted by 
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line friction, will now be possible in team flying and other sport kite activities.  A round and thin cross section, 5 
times higher abrasion resistance than Spectra, 10% higher strength and long-life-quality are additional features of 
this high specification line. 
 
For more information on lines from The climax-System for Kites contact your favourite kite retailer or send SAE 
for info and line samples to: EMKAY - 18 Water Lane - Threekingham - Lincs. NG34 0BE - Tel+Fax 01529 
241080.  Trade enquiries welcome. 
 
Climax-guide lines for kite lines.  Interested kite clubs can use climax-guide lines for kite lines for their club 
newsletter/publications upon request. Please send SAE with 3.5 disk, please state which PC files you can read. 
Send SAE to: EMKAY - 18 Water Lane - Threekingham - Lincs. NG34 OBE 
 
Fighter Kites 
 
I would like to inform you of our new web-site at http://www.fighter-kites.com  which showcases our quality 
imported FIGHTER  kites from Afghanistan, India, & Pakistan.  A few changes were made to the pages, if you 
tried posting us anything on the last site it was lost. Therefore please take some time out to review our site, and 
inform us whether you are interested or not  in fighter kites. 
 
Wasim Somo, Absolute Imports & Exports. Email: SHEREPUNJAB@classic.msn.com 
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Carbon fibre spars are all very well, and always completely essential to many modern stunt kites.  But 
looking across the board, there are still many kite fliers who prefer wooden ramin dowel in their single 
line kites.  These wooden spars are, of course, much cheaper to replace than carbon fibre and can be 
sawn with ease and arrow-nocks can be cut straight out of the dowel. 
 
Looking at kites that are fitted with carbon spars, they seem to blend in well with the structure of the 
kite, while ramin dowel appears stark and white and stands out like a sore thumb.  This can be 
remedied as wooden spars can look as good if not better than their modern upstarts. 
 
I have got a nine foot wingspan Cody kite fitted with ramin dowel spars, but the spars are painted matt 
black and look just like carbon fibre spars.  People come up to admire the kite, then feel the spars to 
suddenly realise they are not carbon at all.  It is easy to blacken the spars by using a tin of matt black 
spray available at any Halford's motorist shop.  They dry very quickly and can soon be resprayed if any 
of the black wears off through chafing. 
 
A nice touch to the spars for a "Kite with a History" is to apply what I call an old world black-and-white 
look, as used on early aircraft and racing cars.  Use one inch masking tape and bind a small piece 
around the spar at one end.  Then leave a one inch gap of bare wood and bind round another strip of 
tape.  Do this all along the length of the spar so you end up with as many bindings as you have equal 
amounts of bare gaps showing.   
 
Now spray the whole spar with your matt black paint and leave to dry.  In ten minutes or so you can 
remove all the bindings of masking tape and, hey presto, you have a nicely finished black and white 
sectioned spar that will add a touch of nostalgia to your kite. 
 
I very rarely leave any of my single line kites with untreated spars.  Another option is to varnish the 
spars.  Prepare your spar by giving it a light sandpapering - make sure it fits the ripstop correctly first - 
even rounding the ends to save wear in various kite pockets.  Now apply some light oak stain evenly to 
the spar.  Once this is dry go over it with some Ronseal gloss varnish and leave to dry completely, 
usually overnight.  Next day give the spar a further light sanding and brush on one more coat of 
varnish. 
 
I know that spars cannot always be seen when a kite is flying, but there are occasions when the sun 
catches the tip of a spar and it flashes rewardingly, to show the pride you have put into your latest 
masterpiece of kite making.  On the ground too, the spars look good and you are sure to get kind 
remarks from other kite fliers. 
 
Of course, kite spars can be painted any colour you choose.  Apply some white undercoat first, you will 
be surprised at the difference it will make to your finished kite.  The thing is, if you crash your kite and 
break a spar, it is not going to cost you an arm and a leg to replace, and it is going to be easy to match 
up your original finish. 
 
When you purchase dowel, usually in 8 foot lengths, make sure it is free from warps and blemishes.  I 
have seen some shops selling "pine dowel" - this is a most inferior product for kite making.  Hard wood 
is a suitable second but ramin dowel is tops in my book.  Where spars are joined mid-way by 
aluminium ferrule these can also be polished with a dab of Brasso; so in the end you have really 
smartened up those spars. 
 
John Stannard. 
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For Sale:  Two 10ft Flexifoils - Black and Yellow - with 500lb lines.  Immaculate condition.  Flown a 
handful of times.  Cost £320 new will accept £200.  Call evenings Lyndon 0181 364 6673. 
 
For Sale: Skytiger 26 - used, but goes well. (Red/White) £130 inc. handles. Skytiger Hi 40 - very good 
condition (Red/Purple) £290 inc. handles. Line for above, 75ft x 2 150lbs Shanti speed & 75ft 300lbs 
Shanti speed £22. Also Flexifoil Scorpion - good condition (Purple/Pink/White) £75. Sandpiper - 
amazing condition Skyshark frame (Red/White)  £100. Vented Sandpiper - good condition Skyshark 
frame (Black/Red) £90. Other 'High quality deltas' - please call for details. For more information call 
Giles on 01903 872349. 
 
For Sale: Kite Buggy £170.  Strong tubular frame, pneumatic wheels.  Weighs only 13kg complete.  
Phone M J Washington 01992 701326. 
 
For Sale.  Seven Peter Powell kites, 5 with plastic sails which includes a linked train of 3.  Two ripstop 
kites with various spare parts, tails and handles.  Price £25.00 O.N.O.  Telephone 01703 860255. 

If a flying line does not show any other weakness, the line will always break at the knot.  What good is 
a line with 100lbs breaking strain if it breaks at 50lbs at the knot.  This is a good reason to protect 
flying lines with sleeving.  The result is that the line inside the sleeve won't be squeezed and bent as 
much. 
 
Now that we have some kind of protection does it matter which knot we use?  It does.  Ockert Ltd, the 
manufacturer of climax flying lines have run various tests to find the knot which gives the best result.  
Quite often used is the single overhand knot.  This is by far the easiest and fastest knot to do but 
unfortunately it does not produce the best results.  Retained breaking strength in a single overhand 
knot is about 69%.  Many other knots were tested and it was found that the best knot to use was the 
double overhand knot.  Compared with others it is easy to do and also retains about 88% of a lines' 
breaking strength. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Original text by Okert Ltd. Germany.  Translation M Kluge. 
 

The Ideal Knot 

Single overhand knot, breaking strength 
is retained by 66.7% 

Double overhand knot, breaking strength is 
retained by 87.6% 
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Death of a true kite fanatic - John Daleman 
 
It was with such a shock to hear of the death of John Daleman.  More so because we had been on the 
beach at Yarmouth with him on the previous Sunday and he had been so enthusiastic about the good 
flying weather that we have all enjoyed in the last few weeks, the prospects for the season in general 
and, in particular the youngsters he had been working with for the last year. 
 
We are just four of the many that John took under his wing and had instilled into us some of the 
enthusiasm and love of kite flying that he had. 
 
The abiding memory of him will be of us arriving at the flying field to see this bear of a man, with an 
equally large kite bag, already set up.  Among the first to arrive, and certainly the last to leave, with his 
tin of sandwiches, flask and kites all around him. 
 
A brief greeting would often be followed by the words 'I think that this is a kite you might like to fly' at 
which any number of lines from one to four were placed in our hands and that was it for the next hour 
or so.   
 
Such was his willingness to share his kites that even as rank beginners where taking off was an 
adventure and landings still had that kite shattering quality about them, he never seemed to worry and 
just kept offering us kites.   
 
It was during this time that a new figure was developed, as any landing that involved a nose crunching 
arrival with most, or all, of the spars popping out was called a JD. 
 
We have only known John a few years, but the results of his encouragement, enthusiasm, tremendous 
generosity with help and equipment and countless others will last a lifetime. 
 
John Daleman will leave a very empty space in the sky and on the ground as well.  We shall all miss 
him. 
 
Lynn, Jackie, George and Hugh - The Beccles Bunch 
 
Team Art of Air were saddened to hear today that John Daleman had died following a massive heart 
attack. John helped eveyone he came into contact with in the kite comunity. 
 
Art of Air enjoyed the times they had with him and will fondly remember his exuberant commentries on 
their festival displays. He will be missed greatly by two special young flyers who John was coaching 
from the Gt Yarmouth area. 
 
George, Derek & Rob.  Team Art of Air 
 
Takeshi Nishibayashi passes away.  Takeshi Nishibayashi, a creative kiter in Japan, passed 
away Wednesday, February 11th 1998.   
 
Often called Nishi he was probably best known to U.K. kite fliers for his Friendship Kite that regularly 
flies at the Washington International Kite Festival. 
 
Viv Comma, 83 died on 25th February 1998.  Many will remember him for his small kiskadee kites 
seen darting around the sky. 
   



I MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION I 
The Kite Society of Great Britain was founded in 1979 and, since then, has grown to be recognised as the 
leading organisation for kite flying in Great Britain with over 2500 members worldwide. 

The main vehicle of communication between members is the quarterly publication 'THE KITEFLIER'. 
'THE KITEFLIER' is published in January, April, July and October of every year. 'THE KITEFLIER' 
contains news of forthcoming kite festivals, kite retailer news, kite plans, kite group news and a 
comprehensive events list. 

In addition the Kite Society organises kite meetings where guest speakers are invited to talk about their 
specialist area of kite making and flying. 

Other benefits of membership include free, or reduced, entry into selected kite festivals in the U.K. , special 
parking arrangements where possible, discount - from 5% to 15% - on all kite purchases from the majority 
of kite retailers in the U.K. 

A membership 'year' runs for four issues of 'THE KITEFLIER' . plus other occasional mailings. Each 
member receives a membership card entitling them to free entry and discount. 

If you wish to join The Kite Society please fill in the form below and send it, with your payment, to the 
address shown. All cheques, postal orders and money orders should be made payable to 'The Kite 
Society' and, for overseas members, should be drawable in the U.K. and be in sterling. 

Membership Type Fee 

Individual £9.00 

Family - all members in the same household. £10.00 

O.A.P. £7.00 

O.A.P. - Family (Husband & Wife) £8.00 

Overseas - Europe and Surface Mail £11.00 

Overseas - Airmail £16.00 

Overseas upgrade to standard airmail. £6.00 

Name Family Members 

Address -----------------

Post Code Telephone 

·This is a RENEWAL/NEW MEMBERSHIP. For renewals please give old membership number. 
·New members please state which issue your membership should start with- JANUARY/APRIL/JULY/OCTOBER. 

Pease send this form with payment to: 
The Kite Society, P.O. Box 2274, Gt Horkesley, Colchester C06 4AY 



Hot news just in •.... PLIJ5 
New kites from Ft..EXIFOIL include The fantastic new PR I S M 

range Level 7 5 traVlger 
Hi 15, Hi 22 and Hi80 SKYTIGERS 

PLUS new lower prices on SKYTtGERs 

including the superb new 

kite bag as seen on the 
trickshow video 

Full range of NEW H.Q Kites 
11 available fro in stock Including ...... . 

Passion 
T ramontana 2000 

Tricktana 
Babytana 

Zenith 
New Midi 

Plus many more from other manufacturers 

reafiv. 
fCif~6 
4-5 Saddlers Court 

The Broadway 
Newbury 

Berks RG 14 lAZ 

We also stock a full range of spars and fittings 
from Exel, Avia sport etc inc large fittings and 

glass tube for single line kites 

01635 528 400 
em ail 

Now stockists of ESTES rockets 
kreativ .kites@argonet.co. uk 

web site 
www.argonet.co.uk/kreativ.kites 

tjfr,1 
Kites 

LFD 

Very easy to fly . 
With 60 mtr (200ft) 
of flying line. 

£10.99 Wingspan 
approx. 145cm 
(57 inches) 

BLOK ROK 
£17.50 (excluding 
line) 

97 cm (38 inch) 
Wide 

Weight 175grms 
Wingspan156cm 
4 Standoffs 
Speedy Tricks 
£30.00 

Dancer 
2 Standoffs 
Weight 225gms 
Wingspan 218cm 
Tricks 
£45.00 

Mach2 Airfilled Foil Stunt Kite 
Two colours and high speed 
Recommend 751b X 75ft Line 
140cm span 65cm deep £20.00 

SABREFOIL Airfilled Foil Stunt Kite 
Well mannered , Self filling , totally 
soft kite with a wide wind range. 
Made in three or five colours 
Recommend 1501b X 1OOft line 
190cm span 65cm deep £40.00 

BBV Airfilled Foil Power Kite Very 
wide wind range, easy to fly . High 
power in strong winds. BBV is a 
totally soft Kite with a simple bridle 
for less tangles. 
Available with 3 colours 
Recommend 3001b X 150ft line 
300cm span 95cm deep £70.00 

IIOXI~ll /-
4 Standoffs £::. 
Weight 255gm-;--·' 
Wingspan 221cm 
Tricks & tracks well 
Just needs the music to 
fly to. Plenty of feel to 
play with 

£80.00 

All kites are hot cut and 
hand made in ripstop nylon. 

Lines, Kites and Bit's all 
Available From Dave Salmon 
FREE SPIRIT KITES 
West Midlands House 
Gypsy Lane 
Willenhall 
WEST MIDLANDS 
WV13 2HA 
Tel:-01902-782490 
Fax:-0121-609-7001 
email:-fsk@enta.net 





World Kite Endurance Record Attempt 

 

Over the period May 6th 1998 to May 14th 1998, a team from the Northern Kite Group will attempt to break the 
present World Kite Endurance Record of 180 hours 17 minutes.  This will take place on Walney Island, Cumbria. 
 
We would like fellow kite fliers to use this record attempt to raise money for a charity of their choice by asking for 
sponsors on the efforts of the Northern Kite Group team.  A sponsor form is reproduced below for any kite flier 
who wishes.  We hope this is well supported and if so, a lot of money could be raised in this way.  If you do attract 
sponsors will you please send it direct to the charity of your choice. 
 
During the period of the attempt up to date information can be obtained from Mr Tony Kidd Tel No 0161 794 8506  
between the hours of 7:30pm and 9:30pm only.  So we can find the total amount raised I would be pleased if you 
will contact me with the amount raised at the telephone number below. 
 
I hope we have a good response to this request and it will make this record attempt all the more worthwhile. 
 
Ron Oden 0161 682 9308. 

Northern Kite Group 
On the 6th of May 1998, ten members of the Northern Kite Group will attempt to break a World Record for kite flying on 
Walney Island, Cumbria.  The present Endurance Record is 180 hrs 17 mins held by an American team since 1982.  As a 
fellow kiteflier I would like your support in sponsorship for the following Charity:- 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
using the above record attempt.  The team hope to break the 200hr barrier But, if they fail your contribution would still be 
greatly appreciated. 
 
Thankyou 
 
Signed _____________________________                Kite Group _______________________________________ 

Name Amount Total Name Amount Total  
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Swindon Kite Festival - 9th & 10th May 
Science Museum, Wroughton, near Swindon 
 
Kitefliers of all persuasions, be that single line, sport kite or buggier are invited to join us at the "Best inland site in 
Europe" to quote Fritz Jansma, who will be at this years festival flying his wonderful range of single line kites.  
There are acres of space at Wroughton plus miles of runway ideal for buggying, however if you want to buggy you 
need to be a member of the British Buggy Club who insure buggying at this event. 
 
There is an entrance fee, however on production of a valid kite club membership card you will be admitted for half 
price.  It must be stated that this entrance fee is to enter the Science Museum, White Horse Kite Fliers, the 
organisers of the event do not benefit from this fee.  Camping & caravanning are available on site, again a fee will 
be payable. 
 
For any further information do not hesitate to contact Dave Robinson on 01793 824208 or Neil Harvey on 01285 
740295. 
 
Suffolk Kite Festival - 16th & 17th May 
 
The Suffolk Kite Flyers in association with The Rougham Tower Association will be holding their first kite festival 
during the weekend. 
 
Day one will be informal flying between 10:30 - 17:00.  Day two will include team displays, organised flying, 
traders, a military display and access the Rougham Tower Association museum.  Times 10:30 - 17:00.  Rougham 
Airfield is located off the A14 near Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk. 
 
For further information please contact Peter Phillips, Events Organiser on 01473 464095. 
 
Tewkesbury Kite Fun Weekend - 23rd, 24th & 25th May 
Tewkesbury School Playing Fields, Ashchurch Road, Tewkesbury 
 
This is going ahead again after a successful event last year.  The event will again be run over the Sunday and 
Monday but camping will be available from the Friday night through to Tuesday morning at £2 per night.  Shower 
and toilet facilities will be available.  Saturday campers/fliers will be able to fly when and where they like., 
 
The Saturday of this event will be given over to commemorate the twinning of the Golden Valley Kite Fliers and 
Banlieve Sud Cerf Volant.  A party of at least eight members of the French club are expected to attend to take 
part in the competitions organised between the two clubs.  On Saturday evening a light supper or BBQ will be 
organised.  Other fliers attending the weekend will be invited to eat for a small cover charge - P.S. bring your own 
drink. 
 
Sunday and Monday kite flying etc will be open to the public and all kitefliers.  Kite and various other stalls will be 
on site including catering etc.  We have asked Peter Powell to come and some French fliers will be present.  High 
Jinx will again run the Indian fighter competition over two days and maybe Tony can help us again! Please.  All 
kitefliers are welcome, as many as possible please.  This event is for you.  The event is being backed by High 
Jinx of Gloucester. 
 
Site map and any other information available from Neville Wing, 9 Howard Road, Tewkesbury, Glos.  GL20 8QX.  
Telephone 01684 295132. 
 
Basingstoke 98 - 6th & 7th June 
 
Being as we are at Basingstoke, we have decided to have another Theme for our Festival.  This year the Theme 
will be the Elements i.e., Earth Wind & Fire.  If you can design & build a kite based on those subjects, it could be 
you who wins a prize! 
 
Plus all the usual stuff, Stack Pairs, International Guests, Fun Competitions and on the PA, MC George Webster. 
If you would like any other info please contact me on 01256 421800 Al Cosgrove  Festival Co-ordinator. 
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PS The Hilton National is offering double rooms at £26.50pp per night, singles with a £10 supplement.  Contact 
01256 460460 quoting the Kite Festival. 
 
PPS you do not need car passes. See you there. 
 
Margam Park Kite Festival - 13th & 14th June 
 
This kite festival is set in attractive parkland with many other interesting attractions in addition to the kite flying and 
kite traders.  Kiteability will be trading for the last time in South Wales.  Passes for kite fliers are strictly limited, 
these allow free entry into the park and flying area.  Without a pass the entry charge is £3.50 adults and £2.50 
children.  There will be a small charge for camping similar to last year.  The Park entrance is close to junction 38 
of the M4 between Bridgend and Port Talbot. 
 
For further details and pass applications please send a S.A.E. to Fred Apperley, 9 The Meadows, Bidford on 
Avon, Warwickshire B50 4AP.  Telephone 01789 778424. 
 
2nd Peterborough Kite Festival - 13th & 14th June 
Ferry Meadows, Nene Park, Peterborough. 
 
Despite having no wind and almost continuous rain last year, we're banking on "Flaming June" living up to its 
reputation. The Festival is again on the enormous fields of the Ferry Meadows Country Park, part of the Nene 
Park complex on the west side of Peterborough (follow the Nene Park signs initially).  
 
This year there will be informal flying on the afternoon of Saturday 13th June, with a full programme of arena 
events on Sunday 14th June from 10.00am. There will also be arenas and free space for single-line and stunt 
kites. We are looking forward to displays by Sky Dance and multi-kite flying by Mark Coventry, as well as mass 
bear-dropping and displays of kites by internationally-known kitemakers, brought by their English owners. We also 
intend to continue the "Red Delta Challenge", started at Blackheath last year, so bring along your red deltas and 
let us see how many can be flown at the same time. 
 
There is a luxurious Caravan Club site adjacent to Ferry Meadows, and there will be a more primitive camping 
area on the festival site. Local hotels have agreed to give special rates for festival visitors. Admission to the 
festival will be free, but a car parking charge of £2.00 will be made. 
 
For further details of the Festival, approach maps and accommodation contact: Alec Daniels, 51 South View Rd., 
Walton, Peterborough, PE4 6AG.  Telephone 01733-700718,   or John Slater, Stamford Rd., Essendine, 
Stamford, Lincs., PE9 4LQ.  Telephone 01780-752503.  Please send A5 SAE if you wish details or a reply by 
post. 
 
Fairbourne Kite Festival 3 - 20th & 21st June. 
 
Things are happening apace at Fairbourne as we prepare for the 1998 Festival.  By the time that you have read 
this the trains will all be up and running, parts of the station painted and numerous minor engineering tasks 
completed. 
 
For your added enjoyment Tony Slater has agreed to do the PA for us; we have gathered a small, but 
international, troupe of kite traders; and the Tywyn Silver Band will entertain after the BBQ on Saturday evening.  
What more could anyone ask especially as the vistas from Porth Penrhyn are awakening to their customary 
magnificence, to welcome you to this superb scenic friendly kite festival. 
 
Please telephone or write to Colin at the railway, during office hours, for an information and registration pack; the 
address is - The Fairbourne & Barmouth Railway, Beach Road, Fairbourne, Gwynedd, Wales LL38.  Telephone 
01341 50362.  Fax 01341 250240. 
 
Shrewsbury Kite Festival - 27th & 28th June 
 
Instead of clashing with the Washington Kite Festival the new organisers - Paul and Helene Morgan of Sky Bums, 
have moved this festival a week forward.  The festival will retain the usual friendly atmosphere that has grown 
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over the years under the organisation of Tony Slater.  We would also like to thank Tony on behalf of the hundreds 
of kitefliers that have attended over the years for all his hard work that goes into making a laid back festival of this 
sort.  He will still be running the Attingham Park and Clynog festivals and will be seen at a number of festivals this 
year. 
 
The council have tried to put up camping fees this year but we think we have talked them round by offering to put 
up the stall fees instead.  Breakfasts will be available in the pavilion.  For more details contact Sky Bums, 7 
Sunnyfields Bell Lane, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY2 5EW.  Telephone 01743 44677 nearer the time. 
 
We hope to see all the familiar faces this year and would welcome any new ones that decide to come to what is a 
very popular festival with all kitefliers. 
 
Sunderland International Kite Festival - 4th & 5th July 
Northern Area Playing Fields, District 12, Washington, Tyne & Wear 
 
The Festival is now recognised as one of the major Kite Events in Europe attracting specialist kitemakers from 
throughout the World.  The Festival also features a variety of music, dance, visual arts etc and is well known for 
hospitality and friendliness.  The event attracts over 70,000 spectators  each year!  
 
We will host some of the worlds best kite makers from Great Britain, China, Japan, USA, Germany, Italy, France, 
Denmark, Holland, Switzerland,  Sweden, & hopefully Thailand.  
 
It is a wonderful opportunity to see kites you have only seen and read about in magazines and to meet their 
makers - plus great displays and challenges of single, two and multi line kites, the European Air Gallery, the latest 
creations in soft kites, many having been made specially for the Festival.  
 
Besides seeing beautiful kites from all over the world we will have as usual a fabulous entertainment program 
throughout the two days including - International street theatre and music - huge marquees with arts and crafts, 
visual arts, International cuisine, kite trade stands, a children's village and lots more. 
 
On Saturday evening you are invited to a buffet and kite auction (on site) 7:00pm to 10:00pm - no liquor license 
yet - so bring your own!  
 
We have limited free accommodation bed and breakfast at the Sunderland Polytechnic Forge, (student 
residence) single rooms only and 100 free on site camping/parking places that will be issued on first come first 
served basis. Public car parking is £1 per car. 
 
For maps, car/camping passes, accommodation at the Poly and other enquiries, please send a large S.A.E. with 
your car details - make and registration number to Malcolm Goodman, 134 Thames Road, Billingham, Cleveland, 
TS22 5EX .  Telephone / fax -  (01642 550827)   please not after 10:00pm.   
Email -  Malcolm.Goodman@virgin.net.  Festival web site - www.newsnorth.com/kitefes. 
 
Kennet Kite Festival - 18th & 19th July 
 
Kennet Kite Festival has been brought forward due to high tides.  Yes it's true!  Due to Weston Super Mare 
festival being moved for that reason we have decided not to clash and have brought forward our festival one 
week, it is now on the 18th and 19th July. 
 
We are hoping to run the festival along the same lines as last year as the feedback was so positive following the 
event.  There will be the usual range of kite traders on site plus a good varied selection of caterers to tempt you.   
 
There is on-site camping with excellent facilities including toilets and hot showers all for a nominal fee of £2.50 
per person for the weekend. 
 
Please contact Dave Tomlinson on 01635 528400 to book camping facilities. 
 
8th Northampton Balloon Festival - 14th - 16th August 
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Kitefliers have been present at all but the first event, which is held at the Racecourse Northampton, but numbers 
have dropped over the past few years.  This is a big event - the largest balloon festival by number of persons 
visiting in the U.K.  Last year over three days approximately 160,000. 
 
Kite flying is possible all day except at balloon launches.  On Friday and Saturday night there is a glow and 
fireworks display.  Night flying is possible if no balloons enter the arena used for kite flying.  Top sports teams 
Airkraft and Skydance have been to the event in the past three years.  If you want more information about this 
event contact Northampton Borough Council on 01604 233500 or I.C. Kites on 01604 843374. 
 
Blackwater Valley Kite and Juggling Festival - 16th August. 
 
This event will take place from 11:00 until 17:30 at Aldershot Park.  Follow the signs for Aldershot, then Aldershot 
Lido/Pool Complex.  The park is at the bottom of Guildford Road, off the A324 Farnham Road.  Contact 01252 
334225 for more details. 
 
Taunton Kite Festival - 22nd & 23rd August 
 
Planning is well in hand for the second Taunton Kite Festival to be held at Taunton Racecourse on 22nd and 23rd 
August.  The kite festival coincides with the Taunton Arts Festival and is one of many events on that weekend. 
 
The current plan is to have workshops and similar events on the Saturday and free flying on the Sunday.  Taunton 
Racecourse is an excellent flying site, with masses of space and very clean winds.   We are hoping to have 
overnight camping available on site on the Saturday. 
 
Contact Lawrence Rayment, 8 Hartley Way Taunton TA1 2LJ for further details. 
 
Vintage Show and Traction Engine Rally - 30th & 31st August 
Orllwyn Teifi, Croeslyn, Llandysul, Dyfed 
 
This is the second time we have been invited to camp and fly at the Vintage Show by Mr Davies. This year the 
Main event will be over two days but fliers can camp there from the Wednesday before to the Tuesday after the 
event. Camping is free, trade space available at £3.00 per foot. Fred Dibnah will be there this year and the 
entertainment marquee will be free to the fliers. A brass plaque will be available to those who participate in the 
show (arena time has been booked). An auction will be held at the end of the show proceeds to the local 
Childrens Hospital.  Meals will be available in the marquee this year to save people having to eat in the open. All 
kite flying is to take place in the lower field camping in the upper field.  
 
For further information contact Mr D Davies at Eryl, Penrhiwllan, Llandysul, Dyfed. Tel:-01559 370885. 
 
Dieppe International Kite Festival - 5th - 13th September. 
 
The following was sent to us by Serge Gailard, one of the organisers of Dieppe.   
 
The only information I can provide you about the next festival is the following:  
 
 The 9th world cup will be held on the 11,12 and 13 September. 
 A low rate hostel and accommodation will be provided to the kite fliers during the duration of the festival. 
 The theme of the Kite creation competition will be : "démons et merveilles", demons and wonders.  
 We have not yet established the pre-enrolment form, it will be ready by mid-April."  
 
This time the organisers want people to write directly to them if they are planning to attend the festival.  The 
contact details are Dieppe Kite Festival, Les Tourelles, Boulevard de Verdun, 76200 Dieppe, France.  Telephone 
00 33 232 90 04 95.  Fax 00 33 232900772.  Email simonet@pratique.fr. 
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 U.K.  Kite Events 1998  

25th & 26th April Caernafon Kite Festival, Wales Tony Slater 

26th April Old Warden Spring Kite Rally, Old Warden Aerodrome, 
near Biggleswade, Beds. 

The Kite Society 

3rd & 4th May Weymouth International Beach Kite Festival, Weymouth 
Beach, Dorset. 

The Kite Society 

4th May 10th Anniversary Alcester Kite Fliers Fly-In, Worcester 
Countryside Park. 

Fred Taplin. 

9th & 10th May Swindon International Kite Festival, Wroughton Aero-
drome, near Swindon, Wiltshire. 

White Horse Kite Fliers. 

16th & 17th May Capstone Country Park, Chatham, Kent. Kiteability 

16th & 17th May Suffolk Kite Festival, Rougham Airfield, Bury St Edmunds, 
Suffolk 

Peter Phillips 
01473 464095 

23rd - 25th May Festival of Flight, Kelburn Castle & Country Centre, Ayr-
shire. 

Irene Patterson 

23rd - 25th May Tewkesbury Kite Fun Weekend, Tewkesbury School, Ash-
church Road. 

Neville Wing 

30th & 31st May Bath Kite Festival, Lansdowne Playing Fields. Zoe Hancock 
01225 462944 

6th & 7th June Basingstoke Kite Festival, Basingstoke, Hampshire. Al Cosgrove 

13th & 14th June Peterborough Kite Festival, Nene Park, Peterborough. Great Ouse Kite Fliers 

13th & 14th June Margam Park Kite Festival, Margam Park, South Wales. Fred Apperley 

20th & 21st June East London Kite Festival, Hackney, London Jeremy Boyce 

20th & 21st June Teston Bridge, Maidstone, Kent. Kiteability 

20th & 21st June Fairbourne & Barmouth Railway Kite Festival. Gwynedd 
Wales. 

Colin Jessop  
01341 250362 

27th & 28th June Southampton Kite Festival, Lordshill Playing Fields, 
Southampton. 

Michael Lowe 
01703 770788 

27th & 28th June Shrewsbury Kite and Boomerang Festival, Shrewsbury. Sky Bums 

4th & 5th July Sunderland International Kite Festival, Washington, Tyne 
& Wear. 

Malcolm Goodman 

4th & 5th July Petworth Kite Festival, Petworth Park, West Sussex Kiteability 
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 11th & 12th July Brighton Kite Festival, Stanmer Park, Brighton. 01273 300106 

19th July Silloth Rotary Club Kite Festival, Cumbria. J McGarry 
01697 366400 

19th July Blackheath Summer Kite Rally, Blackheath, London. Sky Kites 

18th & 19th July Kennet Valley Kite Festival, Thatcham 01635 528400 

25th & 26th July Weston Super Mare Beach Kite Festival, Somerset. Avril Baker 

26th July Camelot Giant Fly-In. Honeydown Farm, Crewkerne. 01460 75445 

1st & 2nd August Middle Wallop Kite Festival. Roy Broadley 

8th & 9th August Teston Bridge, Maidstone Kiteability 

8th & 9th August Barmouth Festival. Sky Bums 

16th August Blackwater Valley Kite Festival, Aldershot Park. 01252 334225 

16th August Hengistbury Head Kite Festival, Hengistbury Head. Chris Saunders 
01202 451451 

22nd & 23rd August Taunton Kite Festival, Somerset. Lawrence Rayment 

22nd & 23rd August 4th Canterbury International Kite Festival, Canterbury, 
Kent. 

Alan Sage 
01227 462786 

29th - 31st August Portsmouth International Kite Festival, Southsea Com-
mon, Hampshire. 

The Kite Society 

30th & 31st August Vintage Show and Traction Engine Rally, Dyfed, Wales. D Davies 
01559 370885 

5th & 6th September Bristol International Kite Festival, Ashton Court, Bristol. Avril Baker 

13th September Hunstanton Rotary Club Kite Festival, Norfolk. Brian Cantle 
01223 243825 

12th - 20th September Brean Sands Buggy and Kite Week, Somerset. Mike Shaw 

27th September Old Warden Autumn Kite Rally, Old Warden Aerodrome, 
near Biggleswade, Beds. 

The Kite Society 

 Major Overseas Kite Festivals  

16th - 17th May East Duinkerke Kite Festival, Belgium. Nest Lernout 
00 32 31 449 1221 

18th - 22nd June Fano Kite Fliers Meeting, Denmark. Rainer Kregorski 
00 49 40 213 848 

27th & 28th June Scheveningen International Kite Festival, Holland. Vlieger-Op! 
00 31 70 385 8586 

5th - 13th September Dieppe International Kite Festival, Dieppe, France. Serge Gaillard 
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  Contact List 

The Kite Society P.O. Box 2274, Gt Horkesley, Colchester CO6 4AY. 

Fred Apperley 9 The Meadows, Bidford on Avon, Warwickshire B50 4AP.  
01789 778424 

Avril Baker 5 Lilymead Avenue, Bristol BS4 2BY.  0117 977 2002 

Roy Broadley Kites Up, Flat 2, Millars, The Studio, Station Road, Cliddesdon, 
Basingstoke, Hampshire RG25 2NH.  01256 812487 

Al Cosgrove 18 Loggon Road, Basingstoke, RG21 3PH.  01256 421800 

Fred Taplin 20 Henley Street, Alcester, Warwickshire B49 5QY.  01789 
762350. 

GOKF Alec Daniels, 51 South View Road, Walton, Peterborough, 
Cambs  PE4 6AG.  01733 700718 

Serge Gaillard Les Tourelles, Boulevard de Verdun, 76200 Dieppe, France.  
Telephone 00 33 232 90 04 95.  Fax 00 33 232900772.  Email 
simonet@pratique.fr. 

Malcolm Goodman 134 Thames Road, Billingham, Cleveland TS22 5EX 

Irene Patterson 01475 568685 

Ray Oakhill ‘Spindrift’, 6 Hartfield Road, Saltdean, Sussex BN2 8RE.  
01273 306842 

Lawrence Rayment 8 Hartley Way, Taunton TA1 2LJ 

Tony Slater 128 Meadow Farm Drive, Harlescott, Shrewsbury SY1 4JY.  
01743 235068 

Sky Kites 17 The Oval, Sidcup, Kent DA15 9ER.  0181 302 8203 

Kiteability 2 Garfield Road, Ponders End, Enfield, Middlesex EN3 4RP.  
0181 804 9080 

White Horse Kite Fliers P.O. Box 585, Swindon, Wiltshire SN3 4YR.  01793 824208 

Mike Shaw British Buggy Club, PO Box 4015, Smethwick, West Midlands 
B67 7HJ.  01256 461960 

Jeremy Boyce 226 Elm Grove, Brighton, BN2 3DA.  01273 602292 

Sky Bums 7 Sunnyfields, Bell Lane, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY2 5EW.  
01743 244677 

Neville Wing 9 Howard Road, Tewkesbury, Glos GL20 8QX.  01684 
295132 
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The festival was sponsored by 
Richard Parsons of The Kite 
Shop in the Waterfront 
Shopping Centre.  Richard had 
been to some kite festivals in 
England a few  years ago and 
is a lover of all sorts of kites.  It 
was exceedingly brave and 
altruistic of him to invite me 
because his shop was not 
selling any sort of fighters and 
he had no financial gain by 
inviting me.   Organisation of 
the event was shared between 
Richard Parsons & Rodger 
Duffet and they were ably  
assisted by  Ann Marie.  Our 
sponsors had booked our 
flights on Air France which had 
a 23 Kg maximum luggage limit 
which caused some problems.  
I could only carry about 20 of 
wooden reels & 200 kites. 

 
The  invited International guests were Scott Skinner from Boulder, Colorado who is well known for his beautiful 
kites, usually incorporating a swallow motif.  Craig Wilson  an Internationally acclaimed Kite Aerial photographer 
and I had seen some of his photographs before on postcards from the World Kite Museum in Washington as well 
as at AKA conventions. Michael Alvarez the wacky wizard of Western Oz who is well know for his workshop antics 
and sweet droppings from the sky.  Ann Harris from UK with her lovely wind-socks and inflatables.  Ann  had 
made a large inflatable Guinea fowl specially for this event.  Stafford Wallace (that's me) representing India with  
Indian kites and entertaining kiteflying. 
 
We were all accommodated in a friendly comfortable guest house with swimming pool and  were required to be in 
Cape Town from 12th to 22nd December.  Our programme was to be, Monday to Friday at the Victoria & Alfred 
Waterfront Shopping Centre with the Kite Festival on Saturday & Sunday.   The centre is  built around a working 
harbour with seals in the water and numerous shops restaurants and craft shops etc. This was the holiday season 
and visitors from Johannesburg and other places meant the centre got over 60,000 visitors a day.  
 
Each morning we were taken to our marquee at the harbour where we had set up a kite exhibition for visitors to 
promote the festival.  Included in our programme was a continuous children's kite workshop run by Michael 
Alvarez and Hilary Wallace, a workshop presentation by Scott Skinner on appliqué techniques, another by Craig 
Wilson on equipment & techniques of Kite Aerial Photography, whilst I was required to fly my kite around the area 
and publicise the kite festival with other Capetonian kitefliers and invited guests.  This was somewhat hazardous 
flying with the constant flow of, high masted, boats to Robben Island and harbour tours.  A Capetonian kiteflier's  
rokkaku did get taken by a mast but was brought back after the boat completed its tour. 
 
One afternoon we were invited to fly our kites at Kyaliesha, an African Township on the outskirts of Cape Town.  
We arrived and were shown to an area and within a  few minutes of us launching our kites, hundreds of children 
appeared.  They didn't seem to have any idea about kites and whenever a kite came down, they would scream 
and charge over towards it and trample the kite underfoot.  Scott who was flying Martin Lester's 'Boots' and Ann  
with large wind-socks were the main kitefliers affected.  I watched with amazement at their patience and 
understanding.  I had to use every ounce of skill, in the turbulent wind conditions, to ensure my delicate kites 
didn't get this treatment.  Children just crowded around and asked to hold the kites.  We all take kiteflying for 
granted, unaware that so many children grow up without ever flying a kite. The afternoon proved so successful 
that we were invited to return the next day. 
 
The next day, after a short kiteflying session, all the invited kitefliers and other friends organised a kite workshop 
for the children to make their own kites using kits by Michael Alvarez.   Not only did many of the children not 
speak any English, they were unfamiliar with how to use masking tape to join two sticks together.  After making 
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about 200 kites, we  pronounced ourselves absolutely exhausted. Later the children joined us in the township's  
Peace Park to fly their kites.  Seeing the children fly their first ever kite was a truly memorable experience for all of 
us. 
  
The kite festival was held at the rugby fields.  Scott Skinner had decorated the sky with his della-portas with 40' & 
60' tails and Martin Lester's 'Boots' and more recent 'Top Half'.   Craig Wilson used his delta with a 18' wing span 
to  
to take photographs. Michael Alvarez used his rokkaku to carry several wind-socks, Ann Harris showed her many 
inflatables and I flew my Indian kite.  It was so exciting to find that Indian kites were totally new to the kitefliers 
from Cape Town & Johannesburg.  They soon got lots of attention and I was kept busy teaching people to fly.   
Many kitefliers were amazed at how quick they were able to fly Indian kites, which didn't surprise me because of 
the quality  and pre-testing I put into each kite.  All my reels and kites were quickly sold.  
 
After the Saturday evening buffet supper the auction was a hoot and the most enjoyable one I'd ever been to.  
The auctioneer was Julius Buchinsky, a well known Capetonian auctioneer and he regularly interrupted the 
auction to tell jokes.  He insisted on each of the invited kitefliers standing up to describe their contributed item. All 
the auction proceeds were to go to Cape Mental Health and the bids reflected a genuine intention to support this 
good cause.  One of my Indian kites sold for around £50 and Scott had made two 5' x 5'  'hata-style' kites made of 
Prizmatex which gives a hologram look, and two 'phone' bids, from visiting Johannesburg kitefliers, raised them to 
the highest selling auction item.  Several aerial photographs, by Craig Wilson, of Robben Island, Table Mountain 
and other famous Cape Town locations were hotly contested.  Strong winds on Sunday made it very difficult to fly 
kites.  One of the upright rugby posts was snapped  by Ann Harris's kite & wind-sock as several kitefliers tried to 
help her hang onto it.  This didn't stop the rugby match between the crew of a visiting British frigate and a Cape 
Town side. 
 
South African kitefliers have an insatiable appetite for all sorts of kites and welcomed us with a generosity which I 
can only describe as embarrassing.  They wouldn't let any of us pay for anything.  Accommodation and food was 
superb with several invitations to spend evenings at their homes or at restaurants with them.  They took us out for 
trips around the Cape peninsular, Cape Of Good Hope Nature Reserve, Fish Hoek (the only teetotal town in the 
country), seeing the penguin colony near Simon's Town,  up Table Mountain, Signal Hill  a boat trip round the 
harbour etc. etc. 
 
Hilary & I decided to extend our stay by a week and spend Christmas there.  We had to move out of our guest 
house for Christmas and across to another one, but our host from the first guest house, loaned us his car to save 
us hiring one and even invited us back to spend Christmas day with his family.  This was typical of the generosity 
we encountered everywhere we went.  It was kind of peculiar having Christmas lunch outside by the swimming 
pool in 85 degree temperature, trying to find shade from the warmth of the sun.  Gosh, this kiteflying is really hard 
work!  We spent Christmas afternoon flying Indian kites, just as in my childhood in India.   
 

Photos by Craig Wilson. 













































Look hoJv far Jve 've co111e 
- -';-::- ·-'; 

Original anti innovative tlesign.'i in_flight 

-- .... ___ . ______ ..-.. 

Le Frog- Nominated as best new kite at the 1996lnternational Kite Trade 
Show. Over 750 sold worldwide in both 2.5 and 7.5 metre versions 

Gadfly, semi- framed inflatable. 
Introduced at KTA Trade Show 1998 

Jive, small dual line foil- lnjlight's best seller in UK 

Speedrunner -
One of UK's mo.'it popular dual line soft foils 

Twister, fun quad-line foil- still popular after six years 

... and much, much, more 
1998 catalogue now availflble. 



Petworth Kites 
4th & 5th July ~gs 

11attt to 5 pttt 

Petworth Park - West Sussex 
(A1.71. Midhurst Road etttrattce) 

Please help to ~ake this evet1t better that1 ever. fhe crowds will be there. 
We t1eed you at1d your spectacular at1d ut1usual kites. 

SAfURVAY is kites - kites - kites with at1 aret1a for stut1ters and special 
evet1ts. SUN VAY is fa~ily day with workshop (offers of help gratefully 
received), fowt1 ~at1d, balloot1 race, clowt1s, co~petitiot1s at1d surprises. 

F, rr OA "KIN"~ if you. show your Kite S?ciety or 
"'~ ~ r ~ "' \T any kite club 'Me'Mbershlp card. 

For 'More infor'Mation and posters cotttact 
fl.on &-Pat Pell 0181 804- 9080 or Joanna Mersey 01798 869Z14 

Li'Mited ca'Mping Fri &-Sat nights - cotttact Joanna &&-& details 01798 34-3523 

lt1 aid of At1gels hrternatiot1al &-The Natiot1al Trust 
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