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EDITORIAL

Dear Reader,

First of all we would like to thank all of those people who
answered our call for material to publish. We have decided
to spread the material over two issues so if you do not see
your contribution this issue it should appear in the next.
HOWEVER, do keep sending articles for publication as we
always need more.

We have had some correspondence regarding April’s Old
Warden event. On the Tuesday before the event the owners
of the site contacted us and said that the festival would have
to be cancelled because of flooding. We phoned as many
people as possible to pass the word round and placed postings
on the internet. On Thursday they again phoned and said
that it would be possible to fly in a limited area - we said that
it was too late to un-cancel the event. It appears that those
people who did turn up on the Sunday were charged the
FULL amount for entry and NOT told the event was
cancelled until later. We cannot condone this action and can
only apologise for any inconvenience that was caused by the
Shuttleworth Management.

Dieppe. Well what can we say! After many attempts we have
finally managed to get a registration form from the
organisers and you will find it on page 33. We have left it as
it was sent to us (spelling mistakes and bad translation). It
MUST be returned DIRECTLY to the Organisers NOT TO
US. Your national organisation has not been invited to
attend (unlike most of the rest of Europe) - it must be
something to do with the (kite) hooligans!!! We cannot
answer any questions about the event as they haven’t released
anymore than is on the form - contact the organisers directly
for more information - and good luck!.

Front Cover Photo
Mermaid by Italians Claudio Capelli and
Marco Casadio. 26m long and Sm wide.
Total surface area 170 sqm. Comprises 504
pieces. Bra size?
Photo: Gill Bloom
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Letters

From Andrew Taylor

Imagine, heaven forbid, that a breakaway kite drifts onto a main road causing a multiple pile up, or into overhead power lines
causing a major blackout, or a buggy pilot accidentally runs down and injures a spectator... Is the flier liable?

At an organised festival the organisers presumably take out public liability insurance which covers themselves if someone is
injured or their property is damaged either directly or indirectly because people are flying kites, but could the flier still be
held liable?

We live in an increasingly litigious age. Does anyone know of an insurance company offering public liability insurance to
individual fliers, and if so, how much does it cost? If not, would The Kite Society care to investigate and consider offering
insurance as an "add-on" to the annual membership fee?

[To answer the above. The Kite Society has several times looked at cover for members but the cost has been exorbitant
considering the number of people involved. In all cases the insurer has required us to state the TOTAL number of members
at the start and end of each year and for us to pay on the number concerned. At no time have they permitted a rolling
number basis. In addition a large majority of our members also belong to other kite clubs who already have this type of
cover. Not being able to split the cost between those who want/need it and the others makes it impossible for us to have such
an insurance. In many cases when asked for this we recommend that the individuals public liability clause, generally on the
house insurance, be extended to cover kite flying - we have yet to hear of anyone who has failed to do this. However, for
buggying it is best to go through the British Buggy Club for their insurance.]

From Frank Wright.

I was much saddened to read the editorial and the letter from Big Dave ("Kitecred Revisited") in the April Kiteflier. Much of
what Dave says is very significant, and the future of our hobby is clearly in doubt. However, there are other aspects which
could also be considered when addressing the problem.

What makes a kite flier? As an OAP, I was attracted to a hobby which appeared to be reasonably inexpensive, which enabled
me to fly something which I had made, which got me out in the open air and which bought me in contact with other people of
similar interests, who might advise me when difficulties arose.

It appeared that there were magazines and publications which would be of help, and I began to build and fly with
considerable enthusiasm and resulting pleasure.

Having built most of the kites in Ron Moulton's book, and some from magazines, I began to notice changes in the kite scene
which significantly affected my attitude to the hobby.

Increasingly, unless the kite one flew had tapered wrapped ultra light carbon fibre spars, was of delta shape and was covered
in £7 a metre fabric it was "not really with it!!". Money had moved in! If one desired a collection, a second mortgage would
be required! Published plans for home built kites dwindled to a repetitive series of minute variations on fighter kites, which
although filling a need in themselves became boring.

Where were the designs for NEW and interesting shapes? The festivals displayed many new ideas, but the originators in
most cases seemed reluctant to publish any information. Most kite fliers would agree that bridling is often the most tricky
aspect of new kite design, but where could one find help?

Many hobbies, in the past, have become popular because people of moderate means found they could participate, only to find
the sport invaded by people with the means to push out the originators. Anyone remember the 500cc car racing field? Look
what happened to motorcycle sport! What resources does one need to start hang-gliding now? How much must one outlay
to go dinghy sailing these days?

The pleasure to be gained from building and then flying one's own creation is still, to me, something special, and anything

which encourages this must help the overall situation. This means the provision of plans, help and advice is of great
importance, We need to find a way to persuade the more inventive builders to publish their experiments and comments.
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Maybe this can only be done with monetary persuasion. Could magazines and publications offer plans at a price? The
Aeromodeller Magazine often publishes plans, copies of which can be obtained for a small sum. Maybe this is the way?

Kite Society members are indeed fortunate that Gill and Jon put in so much effort on their behalf, but the April Kiteflier
highlights the difficulties they face. So come on you experts, what about picking up your pens?

From John Taylor

I am writing to ask if any members exist in the West London, Heathrow, Uxbridge, Hayes and Hillingdon areas. Except, of
course for Ken Parry of 'Kitekraft' and Dave Davis of 'Interactive kites'. I am trying to form a local group and in spite of
seeing lots of people flying when I am, and local advertising, I am not getting much response. It seems strange to me that
people can spend considerable sums of money on equipment and not want to get together in any way.

I read with interest the 'Kitecred' article in the magazine because my main interest at the moment is developing a sportkite of
my own which may hopefully have some 'cred' in the kiteworld in the future. Certainly anyone who wanted to try a kite that I
had made would get to fly it first and full backup after. Unless of course they were being unnecessarily critical.

Whilst I am aware that my build quality is not what 'Benson' or the excellent 'Spirit of the Air' range, at least not yet, they stay
in one piece.

I am also keen to take advice from anyone who would give it. Dave Mullins of 'Mullins Kites' could not be more helpful in
their area.

(Write to 8 Harvil Road, Harefield, Middlesex UB9 6JR).

From Steve Davies (Weymouth and Portland Borough Council)

On behalf of Weymouth and Portland Leisure and Tourism Department a big thankyou to all kite fliers that attended and
supported Weymouth's 8th International Kite Festival. Once again creating a wonderful spectacle and entertaining an
estimated audience of over 80,000 - a big thank you to you all.

FOUND KITE. Following the festival a stunt kite (turquoise in colour) has been handed in. If the owner would like to
contact me 01305 772444 it can be returned.

SOUVENIR ENAMEL BADGES. A limited amount are available, please write to me c/o Weymouth Pavilion, The
Esplanade, Weymouth, Dorset DT3 8ED with cheques made payable to Weymouth and Portland Borough Council. Prices:
1998 - £3, 1997 - £2, 1996 - £1. All three for £5.

From Nigel Tansley (a self confessed amateur kite maker and flier whose bag contains everything from parafoil and
Stranger to £1.59 from Kwik-Save).

I read in The Kiteflier of the old debate: Why so few members? May I add my own thoughts mulled over when I should
have been doing end-of-year cashbook returns.

What is the purpose of flying a kite?

I also enjoy model railways as a serious hobby, yet do I begin to discern in kite flying the same problem as now besets model
In my other spare time, when not making, flying, repairing, dreaming or buying kites, I model the North Staffordshire
Railway during 1910, in "O" gauge finescale; building loco's and rolling sock out of brass sheet etc. I am in a minority of
very few !! Lots of people model 7mm/ft scale, but some to finescale standards, some to course scale (Hornby clockwork)

and some to scaleseven (ultra accurate). Some model diesels, some steam, some Great Western, some Irish narrow gauge
railways.
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Then there is OO gauge course and fine scale, E.M., P4 and S4 gauges, H.O.scale, N gauge, T.T. gauge etc etc.

The list seems endless, and so does the bigotry of some of the devotees of these cultish gods, I left one scale/gauge group
when one group stated calling other groups nasty names.

So what of us who do battle with the elements, armed with nylon, wood and string?

Read any mag, and highlight jargon. Over 40 words on one page of the April '98 Kiteflier alone which will confuse and
confound the novice. I have been flying kites seriously for 4 years and can still struggle to understand some terms.

I also begin to detect the dreaded snobbery which can come from specialisation. Read any mag, like Kite Passion (am I the
only one to find it on the top row next to "big and busty in stilettos"? Honest!) which is excellent each edition, with exciting
colour pictures each month/two months whatever. To be "in" I have to snowboard down the Matterhorn, only to be pulled
back up, in one jump, by a 36mtr Quad inflatable surf kite, whilst building my own buggy from plans supplied. Sorry Gerard
Cohen, I am not knocking, just showing why people may not get overcommitted to our hobby; more power to your elbow!

A quick survey of Crewe, where I live, reveals a collection of 59p single liners in "el cheapo" shops, a "colour it yourself"
sled in a stationary shop and a few Teletubby sleds in a supermarket. Hardly thrilling is it? The nearest specialist shop is
over 30 miles away (unless rumours of a new shop on bridge street in Chester are true). People are hardly going to invest
50p in a plastic diamond, find a kite festival and come away with a 6.5m Peel.

Let all with our backs to the wind remember that kites, from 50p to £3000+ are for FUN.

Let us not decry any other wind warrior just because they do not fly a super ultra megalite with invisible nanothin carbon
intrusive rods.

I rejoice when I see the like of Jim White of the M.K.F. put down the lines of a specialist freestyle kite and help a kid launch
a make it yourself plastic plastic sled. Good on you Jim, and all others who are not too far gone to realise kites are fun.

As part of my job (as clergyman) I recently took a blind man out to free-run his guide dog. Out of the boot came a parafoil
and Arthur knew the thrill of flying a kite. He did not know or care what sort of kite, he just enjoyed it. Yes Big Dave, we
do need good kites at the right price at festivals THAT FLY as well as the big stuff for us aeronauts with planted feet.

More members? Certainly. Let us not get exclusive. Specialise in whatever you like but remember (without embarrassment)
that there may have been a time when the string in your hand was attached to something you would not allow in your bag
today. Ponder. Have you lost something?

Simplicity is something easily lost and hardly regained.

Here endeth the sermon.

From Peter Twivey

Having just read you editorial you have my deepest sympathy. For many years I was in the same position, trying to bring out
a magazine for a Society of similar size and getting exactly the same response - NOTHING.

I then read Big Dave's article and, from a different perspective, agree with him too! Perhaps we are too elitist, but from the
outside. Once you have a kite and start attending festivals and competitions, getting to know people, the friendship and
companionship IS there, but not so much to the outsider.

Last year I wrote on the subject of public transport to festivals. There was no reply and by looking at this years write ups the
same old tried and trusted formula has been used, "If the punter don't have a car we don't really want to know".

I went to 3 festivals last year, all superbly easy by public transport even though one was on the Essex coast. This one I had
not been to before, and with a minimum of research could see that there was no railway very close. Upon ringing the
organisers to see if there was a bus passing the site I was told in no uncertain terms "don't ask us, we don't come from the

The Kiteflier - July 1998 - Page 6



Letters

area". As it happens, thanks to a very helpful lady at the local tourist information office, trains and busses knitted very well
together and I had a splendid day.

Two that I did not get to last year were Swindon and Bristol. Yes there are about 2 buses a day each way from Swindon
station, but don't ask in the enquiry office which bus goes to the kite festival, ask for Wroughton Aerodrome or even the
Science Museum and then be prepared for a long walk at the other end.

The other one was Bristol, a huge event, probably one of the best in Europe. Come off it, outside if those in the know, like
us, nobody has ever heard of it, least of all Bristol Tourist Information Office, and as for getting a bus to Ashton Court, "well
there MAY be a bus going past Ashton Court but it is probably on the other side, so you will have to either walk all through
the grounds or all round". Upon hearing this and finding out that it was going to cost me between £50 and £70 for the round
trip for one day I decided not to go.

Having said the above, one of our local coach companies did try to arrange a trip to the festival but had to cancel because
only I and two other people booked to go.

Sorry to have let off steam in this way but if clubs and festival organisers REALLY WANT the general public to attend their
functions there has got to be a lot more publicity, liaison with local bus and train services and at the very minimum at least
some idea of what goes past the site for the general enquirer.

From Ellen Farrance

On behalf of The Suffolk Kite Flyers I would like to express our sincere thanks to all the kitefliers who turned up to help us
make Rougham 1998 a very good first event for us. The weather was just right, lots of sunshine and a good ‘flying” wind. It
is a great site and we would like to thank The Rougham Tower Association for the use of the airfield. Many thanks to the S.
K.F. members who helped us make this event possible. Watch out for next years date.

From Malcolm Ford

I would like to make my own observations of the kite festivals I have attended, in regard to the article by Big Dave of Team
Rikok under Kitecred Revisited in the April edition.

I agree with many of his comments in regard to the suspect quality of some kites on general sale, and also those offered by
kite traders. I have always found the reputable traders will take time to talk, give advice and guidance and show a willingness
to have you come back to have repairs or advice if your purchase is proving a problem to fly.

Kite festivals do pose a larger problem for me, for several reasons. Those that have competitions, take up valuable flying
area for other kiters, especially as the teams taking part need another arena just as large to tune up. These may or not prove
interesting to the public.

If we wish to encourage more people into kite flying, then I believe that when they come to a kite festival they wish to fly
their purchases there and then. It is up to the converted to assist new kitefliers and to give them room to learn new skills.

I also believe that not enough thought is given to setting up sites. By simply setting out different areas and clearly defining
them for single, dual and multi line and, if enough room, a separate area for children flying, it would give more freedom to
fly. I know that a lot of fliers like to put up single line kites to colour the sky, whilst flying multi-line kites. Another way
would be to allow club members to have access so that the two areas are side by side letting members have their equipment in
one place.

Perhaps we have reached the stage where there will be two tiers of kite festivals. Those with competitions and
demonstrations and those that are basically organised fly-ins.

The Kiteflier - July 1998 - Page 7



Small Kites

Small kites have a fascination all their own. They can be complicated and highly decorated but they
can also be simple, quick to make and quick to remake if you decide to try a new version. They fly
slowly indoors and look good on the wall or on a shelf. But how do you get started?

The important thing is that small kites need light materials if they are to fly well. Tissue paper is a good
starting point. For a simple kite take a flat piece, iron it if it is badly crumpled, and cut a rectangle
60mm by 80mm (see diagram). Press a line 5mm from a short edge by running a used-up ball point
pen gently along it, and fold the strip over to make a stiff leading edge. Do not glue the strip down.
Now mark a centre line of the kite and fold it gently to give a slight dihedral. That is the kite finished.
To make the tail cut and join a strip of tissue paper 3mm wide and 900mm long. Scrumple the tail up
to soften it and then straighten it out again. Glue one end to each rear corner of the kite to make a
loop.

For flying line use thin sewing thread (the cheaper the better). Bridles are fiddly, so fix the thread
directly to the kite 24mm from the leading edge. Use a weak glue so you can peel the line off later if
you decide to move it. | use a very small drop of Copydex.

You can fly the kite indoors by walking holding the line in your hand, but it is easier if you use a stick.
Find a stick about 0.8m long (a broken spar from your scrap box?) and fix the line to one end. Use a
flying line a little shorter than the stick. The stick keeps the kite away from the turbulence caused by
your body and hand if you walk, or you can sit in a chair and fly the kite by waving the stick slowly in a
figure-eight over your head.

If you use a piece of masking tape to fix the line to the stick it is easy to change kites - of course you
could use a proper clip or a clothes peg.

When this kite is working try variations. The kite will fly without a tail, but needs a dihedral angle of
about 45degrees each side. Make another one, better, and decorate it. Try more interesting variations
on the shape and different sizes.

For a more ambitious kite make a sparless box. Mark out a piece of tissue paper as shown in the
second diagram. Press the dotted lines with your used-up ball point pen. Cut on the solid lines (I use
a metal rule and a sharp craft knife). Fold over the long edge to make a stiff leading edge. Fold each
of the other fold lines to 90degrees and you have a box shape. Glue the overlap. Now use a needle to
thread the flying line (sewing thread) through the centre of one edge of the front box and out through
the opposite edge. Glue both points so the thread is straight when the box is square. [If you decide
later to try moving the tow point, cut the line off leaving the diagonal in place and then glue the line on
in the new position].

To make smaller kites which fly well you need a lighter material. 'Tissuetex' is a very light paper, less
than half the weight of normal tissue; it will make kites half the size of these or smaller. The kites will
also fly more slowly which is more convenient indoors. Try specialist paper shops, or contact Pete
Waddington of Airworks who sells it (tel 01274 676976).

For a stiffer material which glints nicely in the lights try thin aluminised polyester sheet. This is a
thinner version of giftwrap and is sold as 'space blanket' or handed out free after the London Marathon
and similar events. It is also available, coloured, from The Highwaymen. Giftwrap itself works for
slightly larger kites, but being heavier it flies faster.

Next time - Small kites with spars. Good flying

Nicolas Wadsworth
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Trade News

News from The Climax-line System for Kites: Due to the success of Climax extra fine flying lines from The Climax-Line
System for Kites the German manufacturer has produced a special edition for Summer '98. In addition to the existing range,
lines with 85lbs, 130lbs, 175lbs and 240lbs breaking strength are available at a special price for a limited time from
authorised climax dealers. For samples, information, specifications and a list of participating dealers send SAE to: EMKAY,
18 Water Lane, Threekingham, Lincs NG34 OBE. Tel+Fax: 01529 241080. Email EMKAYINT@aol.com.

Staffords Indian Fun Kites: Stafford's Indian Kites are no longer being sold by the Highwaymen. Many good customers
have contacted me to buy kites for friends or to replace damaged ones, and say they cannot get them from their local shops.
If anyone wants replacement kites they are available by mail order or from me at some kite festivals. Please see separate
advert for details.

Shanti UK Ltd, Viv Walters, 37a Chapel Street, Warminster, BA12 8BZ. Tel/Fax : 01985 215084. Email :
hantiukltd@btinternet.com: As you know Shanti has been around for some considerable time now, at various times we have
been distributed by The Kite Store and later by TKC. Now we distribute our products ourselves in this country and other
countries in Europe. We're most probably best known for our Speed line flown by The Decorators, Skydance, Airkraft (but
now Carl Robertshaw and James Robertshaw), Andy Preston, Simon Dann and Chris Lamb and a few other discerning fliers!
However we also manufacture an enormous range of lines for single line kites and other lines for dual/quad line kites. In
addition we make wooden winders, various types of spool, handles, straps and a few kites too!

Chalkie Jackets. We have recently been trying out one of “Chalkie” Keith White jackets. To date it has been a godsend as
we have been able to fold it nice and small but still get the benefit of two layers of windproof material.

Keith says: The jackets are fully reversible (retaining body heat through a two part construction). Reduced windchill,
showerproof, lightweight and compact, also folding into its' own integral pocket on either side. Also excellent value for
money. Two styles are available in either child or adult sizes. They are Seafarer - being a throwover and the City - a zip
front.

Children 18mth - 4 yrs £18.50 Adult Sml - Med £32.95
5-6 years £19.50 Lrg-Xlrg£34.95
7-11 years £21.95 XX-Irg £36.95

Write to Chalkie, 22 Cranfield Place, Delves, West Midlands WS5 4PL, tel: 01922 624739.

Kites Aloft have recently opened a new shop at 49 Bridge Street Row, Chester, CH1 INW, Tel: 01244 311125. This is in
addition to their other shop at 16 Railway Street, Altrincham, Cheshire WA 14 2RE, Tel: 0161 929 9808, Fax: 0161 927
9082. Email: hharrijon@aol.com.

Both shops stock a full range of all types of kite plus buggies, videos, books and juggling equipment. Open Mon - Sat 9:30 -
5:30.

The Kite Shop. 1c Arbury Road, Cambridge CB4 2JB. Tel: 01223 502211. The kite shop is open 6:30pm to 9pm Mon -
Fri and 10am until 2pm Sat. The owner, Wolfgang Dahmer is passionate about kites, mainly those with two or four lines that
pull like stink! The shop stocks the flexi range of kites as well as carbon spars, connectors and the new climax lines at good
prices. A friendly welcome, a running video and a hot coffee await you. This summer Wolfgang is running a Sunday bus
service to the coast. Contact him at the above address.

Kites & More in Lincolnshire can make the Beach Rolly available again. The perfect partner to carry all your kite gear,
children, crates of beer and all other essential items up to a maximum weight of 2001lbs. Constructed from light weight, non-
rusting aluminium and equipped with buggy type wheels the Rolly is ideal for kite festivals, the beach and other outdoor
activities. At your destination, the Rolly transforms into a comfortable chair. Easily folded down the Rolly requires only a
little space in your garage or car.

Only available from Kites & More, 18 Water Lane, Threekingham, Lincs NG34 OBE. Tel+Fax 01529 241080. Email
kitesmore@aol.com. They look forward to sending you some information.
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Bits & Pieces

Group News
News from the Camelot Kite Fliers.

At our recent AGM Andrew Teague resigned from his secretary position and our new secretary is Terry Dabinett. So new
contact details are:

Terry Dabinett
13, Cowen Close
Crewkerne
TA18 8JF
01460 74655

Membership details: £5.00 per person or £8.00 family membership. Monthly newsheet. Shirts and pin badges. Fly-in every
Sunday 2pm at Wadham School, Crewkerne. Insurance cover to £5m.

7
0‘0

Press Release from the British Fighter Club. Interest in Fighter Kites grows apace and a new Midlands organiser has been
appointed. Paul Barratt (01604 453252), well known to many for his flying skills, will be available to help and advise on the
first Sunday of the month at the Old Racecourse, Northampton. All welcome.

The organiser for the West and Wales is, of course, Tony Slater (01743 235068) and National Chairman Malcolm McLeod
can be contacted on 01705 591171.

7
0‘0

STACK UK has a new team on board to shake things up and get everyone remotivated. They are:

National Director - Mark Lummas, Head Judge - Steve Hammatt, PR Officer - Avril Baker, Membership Officer - Kathy
Jarvis, Logistics Officer - Andrew Phelps. Together they hope to rebuild the organisation and drive the sport forward. Write
to Kathy Jarvis, 33 Catherine Close, Pilgrims Hatch, Brentwood, ESSEX CM15 9RJ/ Tel/Fax 01277 373865.

R/
0‘0

Sadly Missed

Yvonne Womack. Following a short illness, Yvonne Womack of Great Ayton, North Yorkshire, previously of Fylde,
Lancashire, died rather suddenly in the early hours of Friday 24th April.

Phil and Yvonne were regular fliers on the beach at Lytham St Annes - Phil is renowned for his large black Cody and his
Enigma Box kites and Yvonne for her wonderful photos of kites and events. They were original instigators and organisers of
the 1st Fylde Kite Festival, and founder members of the West Coast Kite club.

Yvonne leaves husband Phil and their son Ben, who will be three in July. She will be sadly missed by kitefliers from all over
the North of England.

K2
°n

Takeshi Nishibayashi. It was with sadness I read of the death of the Japanese kite-maker and kite-ambassador Takeshi
Nishibayashi in the April Edition of the Kiteflier. In the mid-eighties, Sunderlands’ Art Development officer Adam
Sutherland, ran a two day kite workshop at the Washington Arts Centre. 1 seized the opportunity to extend my developing
interest and with a dozen or more others, cut, stuck, tied and flew.

Adam’s passion was Japanese kites and it was no coincidence that the kite makers that Sunderland Council invited for
summer programmes in schools were Japanese. Takeshi was a regular visitor and was based at the Washington Centre.

I believe Takeshi was the designer of the Washington Peace Kite. He was an innovator and published several books of kite
designs. Construction and design extended to plastic film, fibre spars and tape in an astonishing range of ideas. For example
the use of spars in leaf-spring pattern for a graduated response.

Takeshi had a workshop for his own use at Washington and on my frequent visits for informal kite making sessions with

Adam, I would often see him trying out a new kite on a small adjoining open space. The kite was usually small and fast and
its movement would be accelerated by his nimble use of a large reel with a 50cm cane through its centre. The Japanese word
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is silk-spinning reel.

Takeshi must have enjoyed the opportunity to carry out kite making and flying internationally as I would see his photograph
in kite magazines from time to time.

His manner was modest but I believe his contribution to kites will be recognised as considerable. He will be missed.

W J Wall.

7
0.0

Press Release: From April 1st the ownership of the European Air Gallery has been transferred to The North East Kite
Fliers. The club meet at venues all around the North East of England and plays a significant role in assisting Malcolm
Goodman to run the Sunderland International Kite Festival. The European Air Gallery was a gift to the club from the City of
Sunderland Council who wanted the collection to stay in the North East of England and continue to be flown or displayed at
their kite festival each year.

The European Air Gallery is a collection of 22 Edo style kites made in modern materials by Gerard van der Loo and painted
mainly by European artists. Since 1994 kites from the collection have been flown and displayed by staff from Sunderland
City Council at many venues around Europe.

For more information on the collections history and the artists involved contact: Michael Martin, The Secretary, North East
Kite Fliers, 38 Allerdean Close, West Denton Park, Newcastle Upon Tyne NE15 8XW.

0.0

In the Press.

Part of an article talking about drug wars in Rio de Janeiro. “Dindo, a 12 year old who says he’s been to school only once
makes more than his mother, who earns £10 a month as a maid. His job is to fly different coloured kites from the corrugated
rooftop of his home to message his bosses about the arrival of drug shipments or warn about the presence of rival gangs or
the police. ‘Red means the coke has arrived and blue means hide everything because there are enemies nearby’ explained
Dindo”.

£ X4

An unusual kite. Whist attending the Vasteras and Stockholm kite festivals in Sweden we came across Johan Hallin a kite
maker from Gottland, a Swedish island. Johan incorporates bird feathers and other assorted materials scavenged from the
beach (and rubbish skips) into the making of his kites and windsculptures. On the right is one of his kites and on the left
windsculpture.
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W.H.K.F. Autumn Workshop

24/25th OCTOBER 1998, HEADLANDS SCHOOL SWINDON

Due to the success and popularity of our past workshops, we are extending them to four; two-day classes, this
autumn. In February we had some complaints that participants didn’t know which class to choose, because of this
we are running two of the classes again. All classes will be two-days.

Franchesca Caton, who is fully trained, in the manufacture of large inflatable structures for the advertising
industry; items such as large animals, cars, wine bottles, beer bottles etc; will be giving a lecture on the principles
of wind inflated structures, plus taking a two day class on making a Teddy Bear windsock. For this class you will
obviously need some sewing skills, plus of course a sewing machine: cost £25, material supplied, you will need,
pencils, ruler, scissors, sewing thread in various colours, and of course your sewing machine. Maximum in this
class is 15, Minimum 4.

John Browning took a lot of persuading to do his “Swarm of Bees” class last February, however, luckily for us,
he enjoyed it so much he jumped at the chance to do it again. In this class you will make five bees from cigarette
paper and rattan, the bees are small Yakos, to create the swarm you bridle them branch fashion on a single line:
cost £25, all materials supplied, you will need to bring; pencils, ruler, scissors & a small hammer. Maximum in this
class is 10. Minimum 6

Barry Poulter. If you spoke to anybody who did Barry Poulter’s Hexagon with Celtic knot, they will tell you what a
fantastic class it was, Barry supplied the kite in kit form, with so much attention to detail, it must have taken him
hours to prepare them! Barry then followed this at our last workshop with an art class, teaching students the
method of how to scale up a piece of artwork large enough to fit a kite, and then how to appliqué it. For his next
workshop, Barry is taking a two-day class to make a Fan kite with an appliquéd Celtic knot design; the kite
measures 120cm by 90cm tall and has a 9m tail. Knowing how much time and effort that Barry puts into his work,
this will be an excellent workshop, you will need sewing skills! All materials supplied. Cost £48. You will need a
sewing machine, 80pt sewing needles, 1000m of black polyester thread, small pair of sharp scissors for cutting
out appliqué, large scissors for cutting tail, one can of 3M spray mount, one can of cigarette lighter fluid, 12” steel
ruler (Must be clean), 80Ib breaking strain flying line. A couple more items are needed, however if you haven’t got
them don’t worry because they can be shared: hot cutting tools, belt punch. Maximum in class 15, Minimum 3

Arthur Dibble, is the Vice-Chairman of the W.H.K.F. he is also responsible for taking teddy-bear parachuting into
the World of high-tech, by motorising the dropping rig, so if you ever wondered how teddy bears shot up the line
at about 25mph, have a chat with Arthur who is always happy to explain his dropping rig to you, to this end, Arthur
as decided to do a workshop on, teddy-bear parachuting, however this workshop will include the low-tech, non-
motorised version of the dropping rig, plus, Teddy bear and back-packed hemispheric parachute, there will be
added bits and pieces, including, print outs of ‘chutes of any requested size. Harnesses will be to individual
design and ‘chute colour schemes optional. Any one completing the basics will also be able to start a “LARA”
design and for a small extra charge, materials will be available. Cost £25 all materials supplied, (Lara ‘chute
materials £5). You will need; Sewing machine, thread, scissors, un-picker, etc. craft scissors for cutting card
templates, other useful items to bring, but not essential, because Arthur will supply one of each, hot cutter, hair
dryer or hot gun, heavy duty pliers, small pipe cutter, please bring an ice-cream box lid. Maximum in this class is
10. Minimum 4

These workshops are run by W.H.K.F. on a non profit basis, however there are administration cost’s involved, so
there will be a £2 registration fee added to the above prices for non-members of the White Horse Kite Flyers.

You will notice that each class as a maximum number of participants, obviously the teachers have costs involved
so to make the classes viable there are minimum numbers as well.

Complimentary tea & coffee will be available throughout the weekend, lunch will be “Potluck” style, you bring
some food that you have bought or prepared yourself, we add it to the “POT” and share it, we have full use of the
School kitchen so we can re-heat any of your recipes.

If you require accommodation for the week-end, there are several bed & breakfast places within about two miles

of Headlands School, obviously, to avoid disappointment these will need booking early, so contact me and | will
give you phone numbers.
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W.H.K.F. Autumn Workshop

Workshop Price Deposit Please Tick
FRANCHESCA CATON £25.00 £12.50
JOHN BROWNING £25.00 £12.50
BARRY POULTER £48.00 £24.00
ARTHUR DIBBLE £25.00 £12.50

Please add £2 to the above prices if not a W.H.K.F. member.
NAME

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE NUMBER

No cheques will be banked until each class has its minimum number, when it does you will be informed
by letter. Send form to W.H.K.F., P.O. Box 585, Swindon, Wilts SN3 4YR.

The good thing about taking your kites on the water is you have all the space you could need - the bad thing is that you
could drown!

Dubai was a really brilliant event not only for its' slick organisation but the venue was wicked. Light sands, turquoise
ocean, blue sky, great people, factor 20 sun lotion, cool box, no complaints.

With only a narrow strip of sand to buggy on, myself and Paul Thody soon took full advantage of the water space.
Launching our Flexi-stacks we were soon skimming that bay making out we were doing a job of entertainment but mostly to
stay cool. Conditions were nearly always perfect and you soon became casual about being in the water.

I discovered that by adopting a flying-superman pose in the water I was able to tack across the bay and could manage a
degree of directional control and as I'm thinking you could probably body surf anywhere, Paul says 'Fancy getting out of the
Bay?' - 'Yeah, let's do it' I replied, no hesitation.

So in we go and it was superman pose all the way out of the confines of the bay. The sea swelled up, going deep blue and
noticeably cooler we had now distanced ourselves from the kite festival. Loneliness, then adrenalin came in. Paul has left
me standing/hobbing in his wake and I watched his kite stack manoeuvre around the rock tip of safe haven. Concentrating
and powering on around the tip Paul comes back into view as a small flying fish skidded across the water, but the biggest
shock at this point is how far the beach is away. No problem. Kites are good, I'm feeling a rush, feeling indestructible.
Powering the flexi-stack through the sky they stay absolutely solid. I'm getting huge pull from them whacking my body on
the surface I take a right beating and loved it! The festival is now in another world, I'm all alone shouting yahoo, faster and
Come on then, challenging the wind to pull me harder. It obliges, and as I approach the shore Paul has already landed and
has a crowd of onlookers around him. I put on an extra effort as I approach a separate appreciative audience and welcoming
group of sunbathers! Am I glad I landed here? "Where have you flown from? Is it easy to fly those kites? Where is the
festival?' I'm trying to look cool but really I'm gasping and before I can give an answer a gust sends me slightly airborne and
very fast onto the beach, at which point all the questions are forgotten and replaced with cheers and laughter as I attempt to
halt the skidding and create some form of composure. Paul has a grin across his face, he enjoyed the sortie as much as I did.
And so it was, a week of it, kites sea, sun sea, beach sea, more kites, more sea and sea.

Small world it is when, surprise, surprise who should turn up on the beach but buggier and kite flier Simon Baker Gwithian-
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Man from England. He's on rest and relaxation from his aircraft carrier job which is in the port of Dubai and can't believe his
luck when he sees there is a Kite festival on. Simon soon gets into it, taking advantage of any kites loaned to him.

That afternoon I was just coming out of a doze after lunch, Simon was just coming out of the water after a body surf across
the bay grinning from ear to ear. 'Here, take this off me' he says and hands me over one of Peter Lynns 4 line N-Gen kites.

'Crackin' I said, 'Just what I need'. After tightening up my shorts so I didn't loose them I sank in the water up to chest height
and I'm away - Oh yes, this is good. Feeling cooler and feeling good I started concentrating on tacking across the bay lining
myself up for a fast approach into the beach. All was going well though my speed was reducing, even then I felt safe, safe
that is until the kite started flying backwards! Tugs, swoops, turns, whatever, it all amounted to a down moment and altitude
drop. All I could do was land the foil on top of the water and try to relaunch if the wind was ready to oblige. It didn't.

I treaded water for a few moments. I was probably 100 - 150 metres off from the beach - I decided the distance wasn't a
problem. I was capable of swimming it. I knew I had one chance of a relaunch if I could get it into moving air the N-Gen
would fly.

In one movement with the lines held taught and above the water I pulled hard back at the same time as swimming a couple of
strokes backwards... AAARGH! I couldn't believe the pain in my legs. My AARGH turned into Glug, GULP and CHOKE,
my body went rigid and started to take in water, spluttering to the surface choking I realised the kite had raised three foot and
landed back on the water. It wasn't going to happen. I had to swim back but I don't want to leave the kite. I attempt to swim
while the choking and spluttering continued. My legs aren't moving, my body is rigid. I'm trying to swim with one arm and
trying to tow in a kite that's impersonating an anchor. It was hopeless. The kite would have to go. Time to save myself, but I
have left it too late. I'm exhausted, more stupidly I'm panicking. Half of my body is reaching for the bottom while the other
stretches my neck to the top. Again and again I take in water, I'm losing control, my legs still don't move and my swimming
has reverted to something resembling a doggy paddle. I'm drowning, shout for help. As soon as I could clear my airways, I
took in the largest breath I could and shouted 'HELP! Raising my arm to show my position.

Up until now, to most on the beach this was just another kite on the water. Fortunately for me Simon Baker had heard my
shout and was soon in the water, Christian from the German team followed and David Gomberg decided to have his first
swim of the day. Yvonne De Mille ran for the Lifeguard.

Going straight back under water I stayed under for what seemed forever. 1 was calming. Give in John, Let it go. Then I
think I tried to take in a breath, the silence was broken.. NO!! Bursting to the top I shouted for help again. This time I'm
paddling on the top of the water repeating No, No, No. Face up, my eyes cannot focus literally rolling in my head. As my
eyes closed I could hear Simon shouting 'John stay above the water, we’re coming', and then 'Stand up', but I knew all too
well that I was out of my depth. I don't remember my savers arriving, I heard 'We've got you'. My eyes closed, I remember
suddenly being conscious floating on my back and being towed in with a buoyancy belt around me by the Lifeguard.

On approaching the beach the Doctor asked if I needed an ambulance and in typically English style I shook my head not
wanting to create a fuss or should I say any more fuss! At this point David Gomberg was on one arm and I can remember
him telling me to stand up for the rest of the way. I was weaker than I thought, because as they released me I fell back into
12" of water like a sack of spuds. Save drowning again [ was hoisted out and beached.

As the day went on I recovered fairly quickly, Angelo, a local Dubai had suggested going out on the town and thought this
would be a good night to do it. Naturally I felt obligated to the organisers if any official event was going on that evening -
SONAL and THE TEAM seemed to always have something planned for us all and after asking around it turned out there was
to be a presentation later. So I apologised to Angelo knowing he understood the commitment I had. It was only later that I
was to realise that the 'presentation’' was to award me a set of kiddies waterwings for my days antics! Naturally I wore them.

Dave Gomberg had to leave the festival a day early, his departing message was - 'John, when all else fails, STAND UP!!"l So
often true. Great festival with people I genuinely miss. Right. What next? Kites, always an adventure.

John Eaton.
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Event News

26th July - Camelot Kite Fliers Giant Fly In.
Honeydown Farm, Seaborough Hill (off B3165 Crewkerne/Clapton road). 10am - 6pm.

This year's event, as in previous years, is an opportunity to meet other kite fliers in an especially beautiful part of
Somerset, with outstanding views in all directions. There are no competitions or displays, just plenty of room to
fly, picnic, and have a natter. There will be kite shop stands, a kite workshop, refreshments and plenty of room to
fly in! Admission is FREE!

By signing in on arrival, fliers will be covered by insurance all day, and CAA approval will allow up to 1000ft line
lengths. We know the variety of kites being flown will be as good as in previous years, and your latest creation is
especially welcomed! Directions to the field will be signposted on the Crewkerne/Clapton (B1365) road.

For further details contact either Robin Teague 01460 75445 or Frank Wright 01460 75055.

1st & 2nd August, Middle Wallop Kite Festival
On the A343 Andover to Salisbury Road(Hampshire). 10 am to 5 pm both days.

The 1998 Middle Wallop Kite Festival is going to be rain-free this year....(and we’ve booked the wind and sun!).
We have negotiated an entrance fee of £2 a person (children under 16 get in for free, and the money goes to the
upkeep of the Flying Museum), this includes free camping on the Friday and Saturday evenings, for those who
stay on site.

There will be a licensed Bar, with reasonable prices (including soft drinks and nibbles),as well as food traders,
staying open for as long as possible.

As I'm sure a lot of you already know, there are 800 acres of flying space--England’s Largest Lawn!!--, of which
some will be allocated for buggying(please adhere to this !).Providing you have B.B.C. Insurance, there will be no
charge-FREE- to buggy. We will have a Kite Workshop for the kids, hopefully parachuting teddy bears, tandem
buggy rides, a “friendly” Rokkaku fight, a Simulator Ride and Boomerang displays. (We are also working on
having Helicopter rides ).

Flying is allowed until 10.30pm on the Saturday evening, so bring your night lights!

There will be two trophies to be had, for a round of the Middle Wallop Buggy Challenge. Safety will be paramount,
so please be careful! For all you single line fliers, bring your kites-large or small-and lets fill the sky with colours!!
Colin the Cobra should be making an appearance-weather permitting.

We want to make this a good weekend, so please come along and give us your support. See you there!!!
Contact Roy Broadley(Kites Up) 01256 812487 or Mike Shaw (BBC) 0468 765887 for any further details.

15th & 16th August - 7th East Kent Kite Festival,

Palm Bay Recreation Ground, Palm Bay Road, Cliftonville, Margate. Contact Malcolm Ford 01843 224593. This
event is to promote the Charity SERVE (Service by emergency riders) which delivers emergency blood and blood
products for free after the normal working day.

16th August, Taunton Kite Festival.

Unfortunately it has been necessary to change the date of the planned Taunton Kite Festival to Sunday 16th
August 1998. This has been due to a clash with another event in the area. The festival will again be held at
Taunton Racecourse, from 10:00 to 18:00. Although the festival will now be a one day event, camping will still be
available on the Saturday night at the racecourse, and we are intending to arrange a barbecue for flyers camping
on the Saturday night.

More information is on our web site www.foxacres.demon.co.uk.

22nd - 23rd August, 4th Canterbury International Kite Festival
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Event News

This event starts on the Friday night and runs through to Sunday evening. The organisers are promising a
packed weekend of kite action.

Skydance once again will be there giving displays throughout the weekend, along with Crosslines and 'A new
team on the block' Wind Magic. We have also had promises of some teams from abroad, but as yet these have
not been finalised.

The festival takes place on part of Merton Farm which is on the southern outskirts of Canterbury.

The competitions include the old regulars of Rokkaku, team and individual, Indian Fighters and of course the Kent
Power Lift Challenge plus a few new ones.

Our main sponsors are Canterbury Times, Adscene Kent Newspaper Group.

The trade stands, charity and refreshment stalls will be around the outside of the main arena. Teddy bear
parachuting, sweet drops and a mini funfair will be there for the children.

The site will be open from Friday late afternoon for early campers to arrive. The beer tent will be open Friday
evening, all Saturday and Sunday. Saturday evening will be rounded off with a BBQ and night flying.

For further information about the festival and fliers' passes are available by sending a stamped addressed
envelope to: Alan Sage, South Eastern Kite Society, 22 Cherry Drive, Canterbury, Kent CT2 8HF.

22nd & 23rd August, Cleethorpes Kite Festival.

Could you please enter the 1st Cleethorpes Kite Festival into your diary of events for Saturday 22nd and Sunday
23rd August 1998. The event will take place on Cleethorpes Beach between Brighton Slipway and the Leisure
Centre.

Contact for further information, Andrew Pidgen Entertainments Manager, Knoll House, Knoll Street, Cleethorpes,
North East Lincolnshire. Tel (01472) 323004 Fax (01472) 323005.

Telscombe Tye Family Kite Day - 20th September.
Located five miles from Brighton Centre. Map Ref 198 TQ 392 017. 10:00 - 17:00.

Kite fliers of all levels of experience are invited to this free event, which will take place on a vast area of downland
overlooking the sea, where the first Brighton Kite Festival was held in 1979. Bring your picnic or visit the pub with
food which is only 3 minutes walk away. Teddy bears will be dropped by parachute, with proceeds going towards
the Rocking Horse Appeal.

This is very much a family event to encourage the children to enjoy kites. There will be no arena and no
competitions. Further information from Ray Oakhill 01273 306842.

26th & 27th September - Kites over Bewl,
Bewl Water, nr Lamberhurst, Kent. Contact Heather Town 01892 545596 or 0802 182795. This event is to
promote the local Y.W.C.A. and Parenthood.

27th September, Castle Cary Kite Festival, Somerset -
This years event will again be held at Ansford School Playing Fields just past the main line station on the A371.

The event is free, there will be a kite workshop, displays from The White Horse brigade, Andrew Furniss, our
British Boomerang champ plus a host of whatever the winds allow.

For those wishing to camp there is a local camping site with first class facilities and the town has good B&B.

Details on request. For more information contact: Ken Knight, Dimmer, Castle Cary, Somerset BA7 7NR. Tel:
01963 351482.
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Natural Heights

The following report appeared in the Guardian - May 2nd. Written
by Gillian Thomas.

Just about succeeded in steering my kite around the wind window,
but I never mastered flat spins, axles, back turtles or float
machines. Learning to fly on Meia Praia beach at Lagos on the
Algarve, meant getting to grips with a whole new language. Top
Gun kiters have more than 50 named acrobatic moves in their
repertoires. Keeping it up is an achievement for beginners.

Karen Murray has led the first kite retreat in Europe to Lagos
because of the steady reliable wind. And 12 kite fans keen to
improve their aerial skills had followed. Wing Commander was
ace British flier and designer Chris Matheson.  The squadron
gathered on the long dune-backed beach at noon each day, just as
the wind was picking up. And it quickly became apparent that
there was more to this kite flying lark than finding a gust and
letting out the string. First, there is the choice of kite. For
anything more than half-an-hour's amusement on a breezy day,
ignore the toys in the beach shops. Professional kites cost upwards
of £30 and are designed for different conditions - from high winds
to none, indoors even - and types of flying such as precision, tricks
and power. Most models are delta wing shaped, except soft ones
which are more like parachutes. These are powerful enough to pull
a buggy along the sand, but that is another kiting craze altogether.
And I had my hands full with the Spirit of Air - a sports kite
suitable for beginners.

First put it in a ready position - point uppermost, with some sand

on the fabric to weigh it down, then lay its two lines across the
sand, making sure they are straight and of equal lengths. A sharp
tug on the lines - and it's up and away. A gentle tug on one line or
the other moves the kite right or left. "Keep your backs to the wind
and the lines taunt" said Karen "Arms parallel at waist level and
make smooth movements". The kite's pull is strongest in the
middle of the 150 degree wind window in front of me. Letting it
stray outside spells disaster. You crash fairly often at first but
after half-an-hour you get the better of the wayward creature and it
begins to sway from side to side like a seagull. When the wind
dropped in late afternoon, we made our way back to Irene's, a local
restaurant, where platters of prawns, salad, spicy chicken and rice
ragout washed down with jugs of local wine cost us only £10 each.
The talk was of designs and techniques. Though Chris is a world
champion coming down to earth was no problem and he passed on
tips willingly. Afterwards we retired to the Pig's Head an English
run pub whose speciality is running races between furry clockwork
pigs on a converted pool table. Thirsty work this kite flying lark.

Karen Murray is running kite weeks on September 24th and
October 1st. Cost £270 including 4 hours instruction a day,
transport to the beach and self catering accommodation. For next
year Karen intends to organise weeks for single line and fighter
kite flyers alike. She has spoken with Martin Lester and Stafford
Wallace about this and they are interested however,dates for next
year have to be confirmed. The advice is to write or phone for
dates or email her at naturalheights@dial.pipex.com. Contact
Karen Murray at Natural Heights, 10 Blandfield Road, London
SW12 8BG. Tel:0181 682 8990 for more details.
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Event Report

Alcester & Worcester Kite Fliers Easter Fly-in - 10th - 13th April.

We got our camping gear ready to go to Worcester Countryside Park. All was well until the Thursday night and
we saw all the floods around and in Worcester.

Friday morning Fred Taplin rang to tell us he was stranded in the village due to the floods. It was a very cold wind
and wintery showers and heavy rain. We decided to stay at home, but on Sunday the skies cleared and although
it was still cold it looked promising for the Easter Monday fly-in.

We set off in perfect weather, sun and a good wind. As we arrived we saw kites flying well and the playsail about
12 foot off the ground, its' maiden flight having been finished the weekend before - it looked lovely and particularly
the Teletubbies pat on the back for the makers.

By the time we had met everyone, had a chat and got our kites ready to fly, guess what, the wind dropped. Jason
flew his bluebird but he had to run to keep it in the air. He went over and did two teddy bear drops - and got a
diploma. We then went to have a sandwich in the car. It went very black overhead and the snow came thick and
fast. Guess who found enough snow in their small flowform to make a good sized snowball - Dorothy and Ken.

They managed to get The Legs dry later on. The banners looked nice, AWKF MKF and GVKF - pity they were
not all together. Two traders, Dave Salmon and Selly Oak Juggling. We had a piece of Lillians cake - delicious.

Make a kite and an Easter raffle plus the mud make a lovely Easter fly-in. At 5pm those who wanted went into the

cafe and had a baked potato. Whilst in the cafe Lillian and Fred presented Dorothy with a T-shirt with the legs on
the front, it was a surprise and Dorothy was very emotional.

Nellie.

20

CHALLENGE
TANDEM BUGGY RIDES
FREE CAMPING
LICENCED BAR---FOOD TRADERS
KITE TRADERS
MUSEUM OF FLYING
KITE WORKSHOP
PARACHUTING TEDDY BEARS
SIMULATOR
NIGHT FLYING
800 ACRES OF SPACE--ROOM FOR EVERYONE!!!
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Middle Wallop Kite Festival
August 1st & 2nd 1998
At Middle Wallop Airfield
A343 Andowver to Salisbury Road (Hampshire)
10am to late on Saturday
10am to 5pm on Sunday
Entrance £2.00 (Under 16’s FREE)
COME ALONG & HAVE SOME FUN!!!
For more details contact:

Roy (Kites Up) 01256 812487
Mike Shaw (BBC) 0468 765887
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Portsmouth 1998

The Portsmouth International Kite Festival takes place on Southsea Common, Southsea,
Hampshire on Saturday 29th, Sunday 30th and Monday 31st August and is jointly run by the
Kite Society and Portsmouth City Council. The site is a large grassed area and there are
many local facilities including a leisure centre - so plenty to keep the non-flier happy. Also
during this weekend there is a Maritime Festival.

Saturday and Sunday will have a full programme of arena displays and demonstrations with
Monday, once again being a relaxed informal day with no planned events. The event will run
along the normal lines and if anyone wishes to put on a display for the public then please
contact us before the event so that we can timetable your demonstration in.

Amongst the confirmed attendees are World Champions Skydance, French four-line display
team ‘Team Flic’, a group of fliers from the U.S.A., Art of Air, Arthur Dibble and a number of
other kite fliers from Europe.

Free parking is available for KSGB members and the pass below should be displayed in your
windscreen. Please photocopy the pass as required.

For details of other accommodation contact the Portsmouth Tourist Centre on 01705 826722.
Finally, kite traders are welcome to attend the event and the cost for two or three days is
£160.00. Please note payment is required before the event. Pre-booking is essential. Send

cheques, made payable to The Kite Society with your booking to the editorial address.

We look forward to seeing you there.

Kitetliers
CAR PASS

Portsmouth International
Kite Festival

Southsea Common, Portsmouth
29th - 31st August 1998

. This pass entitles you to park, free of charge, in the festival car park. Parking is :
: 10t permitted anywhere else on the flying site without permission of the organisers :

The Kiteflier - July 1998 - Page 25



Kite Event Calendar

19th July Silloth Rotary Club Kite Festival, Cumbria. J McGarry
&01697 366400

18th & 19th July Kennet Valley Kite Festival, Thatcham &01635 528400

25th & 26th July Weston Super Mare Beach Kite Festival, Somerset. Avril Baker

26th July Camelot Giant Fly-In. Honeydown Farm, Crewkerne. @01460 75445

1st & 2nd August Middle Wallop Kite Festival. Roy Broadley

2nd August Royston Kite Festival, Therfield Heath, Royston. 12noon - | Tony Bradford
5pm @01462 459395

8th & 9th August Teston Bridge, Maidstone Kiteability

8th & 9th August Barmouth Festival. Sky Bums

9th August

Milton Keynes Kite Festival, Campbell Park, Central Milton
Keynes.

Dunstable Kites
201582 662779

15th & 16th August

7th East Kent Kite Festival, Margate.

Malcolm Ford
@01843 224593

16th August Blackwater Valley Kite Festival, Aldershot Park. @01252 334225
16th August Hengistbury Head Kite Festival, Hengistbury Head. Chris Saunders
&01202 451451
16th August Taunton Kite Festival, Somerset. Lawrence Rayment
22nd & 23rd August 4th Canterbury International Kite Festival, Canterbury, Alan Sage
Kent. @01227 462786
22nd & 23rd August Cleethorpes Kite Festival, Cleethorpes Beach. Andrew Pidgen

@01472 323004

29th - 31st August

Portsmouth International Kite Festival, Southsea Com-
mon, Hampshire.

The Kite Society

30th & 31st August Vintage Show and Traction Engine Rally, Dyfed, Wales. D Davies
&01559 370885

5th & 6th September Bristol International Kite Festival, Ashton Court, Bristol. Auvril Baker

13th September Hunstanton Rotary Club Kite Festival, Norfolk. Brian Cantle
&®01223 243825

12th - 20th September |Brean Sands Buggy and Kite Week, Somerset. Mike Shaw

27th September

Old Warden Autumn Kite Rally, Old Warden Aerodrome,
near Biggleswade, Beds.

The Kite Society

26th & 27th September

Kites over Bewl, Bewl Water, Lamberhurst, Kent.

Heather Town
@01892 545596

27th September

Castle Cary Kite Festival, Somerset

Ken Knight
B®01963 351482

3rd & 4th October

Kruzy Kite Festival,Westward Ho! Beach, Bideford, North
Devon

@01271 346033
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Kite Event Calendar

Contact List

The Kite Society

P.O. Box 2274, Gt Horkesley, Colchester CO6 4AY.

Fred Apperley 9 The Meadows, Bidford on Avon, Warwickshire B50 4AP.
@01789 778424
Avril Baker 5 Lilymead Avenue, Bristol BS4 2BY. @0117 977 2002

Roy Broadley

Kites Up, Flat 2, Millars, The Studio, Station Road, Cliddesdon,
Basingstoke, Hampshire RG25 2NH. &01256 812487

Al Cosgrove

18 Loggon Road, Basingstoke, RG21 3PH. @&01256 421800

Fred Taplin 20 Henley Street, Alcester, Warwickshire B49 5QY. @01789
762350.
GOKF Alec Daniels, 51 South View Road, Walton, Peterborough,

Cambs PE4 6AG. @01733 700718

Malcolm Goodman

134 Thames Road, Billingham, Cleveland TS22 5EX

Irene Patterson

@01475 568685

Ray Oakhill

‘Spindrift’, 6 Hartfield Road, Saltdean, Sussex BN2 8RE.
01273 306842

Lawrence Rayment

8 Hartley Way, Taunton TA1 2LJ

Tony Slater 128 Meadow Farm Drive, Harlescott, Shrewsbury SY1 4JY.
201743 235068

Sky Kites 17 The Oval, Sidcup, Kent DA15 9ER. @0181 302 8203

Kiteability 2 Garfield Road, Ponders End, Enfield, Middlesex EN3 4RP.

White Horse Kite Fliers

Mike Shaw

@0181 804 9080
P.O. Box 585, Swindon, Wiltshire SN3 4YR. @&01793 824208

British Buggy Club, PO Box 4015, Smethwick, West Midlands
B67 7THJ. @01256 461960

Jeremy Boyce

Sky Bums

Neville Wing

226 EIm Grove, Brighton, BN2 3DA. @&01273 602292

7 Sunnyfields, Bell Lane, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY2 5EW.
@01743 244677

9 Howard Road, Tewkesbury, Glos GL20 8QX. &01684
295132
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Berck, France - 1998

Clockwise from top left.

Peter Dolphin and ‘Moon Kite’.

General View of some of the Big Kites.
Cloud Beetle by Guy and Claudette Gosselin.
Flying Horse - Maker Unknown

Butterflies by Swiss Kite Group CI.

Whale Kite - Maker Unknown
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Weymouth 1998

Left: Grim Reaper - Christian Baden-Powell
Top: Frogmen - Martin Lester

Below Left: Zodiac the Dragon - Ann Harris
Below Right: Kite by Tim Wilcox

Bottom Right: Lady of the Storms - Christian
Baden-Powell
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Organised with the help of

D ie p pe 1 Oth | nte rn atlonal Cerf-Volant Club de France.

Fédération Frangaise de Vol Libre,
STACK, Manjha Club Irternational

¥ : Cerf-Volant Club de Dieppe
kite Festival
September 5 to 13, 1998 l

b, capitdle d,

O, copital of Ki,

x c"”-v nt
T4 Ay -
With delegations from 32 countries, the 9" world Sv o
cup and the events listed below, the Festival will
celebrate its 10th anniversary. For this Festival | wish
1st Wolrd Challenge of Fighter Kites A ' 5&6
With the help of the : Manjha Club International
This competition will bring together the top knights of manjha, from Australia, Afghanistan, Chile, to fight with :  Cutting line D
India, Indonesia, Nepal, Philippines, Singapore and Europe. Rokkak
Kick off meeting on Saturday 5, 10 am under the Reception tent. GRIEARN D
The Wind Garden 5-13
Wind produces sound, and possibly music, evidence of this will be to contribute to the Wind Garden * D

rovide: ival.
P dl thsighiont i hestiva * Structures will be taken down every evening

Workshops 10 & 11

With 32 countries on the spot, Dieppe Capital of Kites make it possible for you to meet
kite makers from worldwide horizons and to learnhow to make a Chinese dragon, a
Patang. a Rokkaku. ...

These workshops will be held on Thursday 10 and Friday 11

to get a registration form when avalaible []

Sprint flight 11

Flight angle competition. You will be allowed a few minutes only to show
evidence of your kite's flight qualities.

to enter the flight angle competition [:|

Drachen Foundation symposium 10 & 11

to attend on

Its archives, restored items and a research centre in Seattle make ) oy
the Drachen Foundation the best possible interlocutor in the field of Thursday D + Presentation and exhibition of S.F. Coddy archives.
historic and utilitarian kites. A
Friday D + Historic kites in the USA.
+ Kites and research at high altitude.

O-dako take-off  PierVal 11,12 & 13

Every year in May a Festival is held in Yokaichi, Japan, with as it's peak feature the take-off of an O-
dako; A kite of impressive size : 13m x 12m, half a ton and hundred kitefliers required to escort and *: od
guide it's take-off. Can we tempt you ? to take part * in the ako take off D

Meeting point is on Friday, September 11, 2pm at the Reception tent,
for your first Japanese lesson with the Yokaichi team.

* Take-off, 12 & 13 September

Creative Kite Competition Theme : "Demons and wonders™ 13

In order to facilitate jury deliberations after seeing your kites, it is absolutely necessary that you provide a photography of your kite by september 4 at
the latest. Failing that, the jury will be unable to conclude.

Category : firstentry™ [C]  Experienced @ []  junior ® []

(1) This is your fisrt or your second entry to the competition. (2) You have enrolled twice in the past (3) Enrollees under 16
Competition will start on Sunday 13 ay 9.30am. Meet at Kite Village. Remember to state your name and the name of your kite on the back of your photo.
NB : Presence of any trade mark on Festival premises is subject to organiser's authorization.



crrounentctiIionrm

Earokn ey,

s

t ly required in order to join the festival. In
retum you will be provided with an access badge to the

demonstration areas and a pass to reserved parking spaces.
Name : Surname :
Adress :
Tel :
Name of the club ; Registration Number :
I'll we be accompanied YES [ NO [
Number EL Ji and name of the people (for badges purposes)
—

| need a space for my camper

| do not belong to a kite association,
| wish that Dieppe Kite Festival take out an insurance poolicy for myself

Total Nbre of people X 100 FF =

| require Festival Accomodation * oul [

NON [
If SO, please tick required nights

F4 S5 S6 M7 T8 W9 T10 F11 S12 D13
oo ooabogd
* Dorm beds being in limited number,

bookings will be taking into.consideration Total nght X 90FF* =
according to date of reception.

** Breakfast included

Number of people lr ------- -5 X A= (1)

| will have meals at the Festival cafetaria YES []
if SO, please tick required meals
S5 S6 M7 T8 W9 T10 F11 S12 S13

linch: OO OODODOQODO O Nber|  |X 60FF*
F4 S5 S6 M7 T8 W9 T10 F11  S13

Diner: (] O 0OO OO [] Nber X 60FF*

Total =B
e 1
R Number of people i i X B= = (Il
* Drink included A J
| will join the Saturday evening meal (12 /09) YES [] NO [
| i =1
Cancellation conditions Number of people 5 X 50 FF = 4 (1V
- 21 days before : 90% refund, 7 days before : G e -
70% refund.
- Shorter notice, only meals will be refunded, . . =
provided the organisers are informed before Please fnd endosed acheck addngupto = | + |1+ [I1 + 1V =
September 5.

Please inform before august 14, payment will be on the spot,

Dieppe Capitale du Cerf-Volant
Les Tourelles, Boulevard de Verdun. 76200 Dieppe
Tel :33-23290 0495 Fax:33-2329007 72
Site : www.dieppe-cerf-volant.org e-mail : infos@dieppe-cerf-volant.org
‘ YOU MAY ALSO BE IN CONTACT WITH
U.K. : Derek Khun, e-mail: dieppe@olton.demon.co.uk / Tel : 44 - (0) 121 706 13 02 fropm 6 pm to 9 pm
Sweden : Andreas Agren, e-mail : andreas.agren@hogia.net / Tel : 46 - 21 714 194

Austria : Jan Houtermans, e-mail : Flyhigh@netway.at / Fax:43 - 1407 32 90
Germany : Frank Schwiemman, Fax : 49 - 241 70 18649
Italy : Claudio Capelli, Fax : 39 - 544 72 329



WEIFANG '98 (Could this be the last one?)

A group of 8 Brits set off for Weifang to join 4 others who had arrived earlier and were doing other tours. A
special flights offer meant a reduction of about £200 each on the previous year. We arrived in Beijing and on
arrival in our hotel, I got a phone call from a friendly official in Weifang to tell me that all kitefliers were being
accommodated, three to a room in Weifang which was unacceptable as we had 5 couples in the group. After
some frantic phone calls and faxes from our Beijing hotel, I was assured we had 6 rooms for all 12 of us.

The group went to out for lunch and a visit to the Friendship Store and in the evening we went out for dinner and
The Peking Opera. It was the first wet & windy day in 3 visits to China. The next day the group visited The
Great Wall and the Ming Tombs whilst I went to fly kites in Tianamen Square and meet many friends from
previous years. Next day the group visited the Emperor's Summer Palace and The Forbidden City while I flew
kites in Tianamen Square. After dinner, we waited in our rooms till about 10.30 PM when we were taken to the
railway station for the overnight train to Weifang. At the station we met up with some French kitefliers including
Pierre Fabre. When boarding the train at about 11.30, I was greeted affectionately by Chinese twin girls who
were travelling on the same train. I had to explain to the group that we were triplets and these were my sisters.
Somehow they didn't believe me and pointed out that they had Chinese features and I didn't, also they seemed
about 30 years younger than me. Mere detail methinks!!

On arrival at Weifang station, we were met and taken to a different hotel from the previous year. I was informed
that they'd budgeted for 400 kitefliers and over 700 were coming, resulting in kitefliers having to be put in three
hotels as opposed to the usual one. We were in the International Hotel which was very central, comfortable and
the food was good. We had breakfast, explored the immediate area, did some shopping, had lunch and visited the
Kite Museum in the afternoon. Next morning we visited Yangjiabu Kite Village where we saw kitemakers at
work. In previous years lots of the local people would come into the compound, fly kites and closely examine
the foreign kiteflier's kites. Sadly this year, people were charged for entering the compound, consequently there
were very few locals to meet and mingle with and vastly reduced the value of this visit. We were taken to a posh
hotel for an official reception and lunch, where we met all the other visiting foreign groups.

After an early evening dinner, all the foreign groups went in convoy, with police escort and sirens blaring, to the
Opening Ceremony. It was a truly exhilarating experience to be in a large stadium, with over 50,000 people. We
all proudly walked around the stadium in procession behind our flags waving to the crowds and enjoying the
applause as each country was announced.

Unfortunately the two from the Isle of Man were not allowed separate country status by the officials, but they
proudly held their flag aloft as they walked a few steps behind the other Great Britain kitefliers. I represented
India and found there were two others from India, though they weren't kitefliers and knew nothing about Indian
kites. I managed to do some kiteflying in the peculiar winds of the enclosed stadium. We were shown to our
seating area and an amazing programme of dancing and other entertainment was performed by hundreds of
children, followed by a typically Chinese fireworks display. Everyone enjoyed the evening, saying it was like
being at the opening ceremony of the Olympics. We returned to our hotel and had a party with the Brits and
other Chinese friends.

Next day was the kite festival at the Fuyanshan flying fields. We set off in convoy with police escort and sirens
blaring for the drive out of Weifang to arrive about 9.00 AM. It was not like anything we were used to, with no
separate arenas for single and two line kites. We just selected an area to deposit our kites and flew amidst the
chaos of hundreds of other kites. Over 250,000 people were kept behind fences until noon when they were
allowed to walk around the flying field. Everyone flew their kites and the British kites attracted a lot of attention.
We decided to eat our packed lunches on the field and we felt like zoo animals as a crowd stood around us and
just stared at us eating.

After the kiteflying finished, a short presentation ceremony followed for various prize winners. From the British
group, John & Francesca Caton won a large cup for their Bart Simpson kite. Every kiteflier was presented with a
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WEIFANG '98 (Could this be the last one?)

medal and T-shirt and [ was asked to be one of the presentation officials giving out the prizes. I went up in the
estimation of our interpreters who told me I had been given a great honour.

Next day we were taken for a delightful drive through the countryside in convoy to Qingzhou, a city which does
not normally receive foreign visitors. We were given free time to walk up Yunmen mountain and Qingzhou
museum. At the plush Qingzhou hotel we were individually welcomed by the mayor and treated to a banquet and
invited to walk around the lovely gardens. Two further days were spent exploring Weifang, visiting many
different kiteshops and kitemakers, some of whom took us to a restaurant where you selected uncooked food
from a buffet and cooked it at your table.

Our Chinese hosts looked after us very well and ensured we were kept busy and enjoying ourselves. We finally
left Weifang on the overnight train back to Beijing. We spent the next day in Beijing visiting the Temple of
Heaven and flying kites in Tianamen Square. The Isle of Man flag was sent up on one kite and very quickly
some police appeared and asked them to bring it down. They're still touchy about flags in the Square, even when
they don't know which country it represents. The next day we got our flight back to UK.

We had been invited to another kite festival in Qingdao, for which we were asked to pay £160 each to help
towards the 3 day stay there. Prior to leaving England, the group decided not to go to Qingdao. I was
disappointed to be asked for an increase from last year's £136, because it was the British group which made up
the majority of kites flown and the best display. I received several urgent faxes asking me to bring my group of
kitefliers to Qingdao, but our return flights were booked making it impossible. Whilst in Weifang, I was told the
Qingdao festival was cancelled which didn't surprise me.

Each year I bring kitefliers to China and I am always surprised at the number of foreign visitors who have
nothing to do with kiteflying at all, but come and enjoy the free hospitality. We have to afford the return costs of
getting to Weifang and they provide 5 days free hospitality, including hotel, 3 meals a day, transport and
interpreter for each group, tours and visits, Opening Ceremony, Kite Festival and Closing Ceremony plus much
more. At our hotel there was a group of 45 Australians, about 6 adults and the rest aged between 15-17, none of
whom had brought a kite or had any kiteflying experience. This was just one country's example of, so called,
kiteflier representation at Weifang and there were others. Guess who picked up the bill for their stay? I was told
that the Government were considering not paying for next year's festival and may decide this at a future Council
meeting. If this happens then some private organiser would have to raise an enormous amount of sponsorship to
afford the sort of extravaganza for which Weifang is famed.

Some of the regulars at Weifang observed that the quality of kites and quantity of kitefliers was significantly less
than previous years. Weifang has always issued invitations without any limit on the numbers coming, nor any
requirement on a minimum kiteflier content per group. I wonder if the Chinese were clear on what they were
trying to achieve and perhaps this is the reason for the problem. It would be very sad if Weifang were to
disappear from the kiteflying calendar because it is a very, very unusual event and every member of previous
groups has raved about the experience.

The intrepid aspiring Marco Polos were John & Marian Buller, Mick Burgess & Rosemary Kavanagh, John &
Francesca Caton, Mike & Margaret Sherwood, Bill & Joan Wilson, Lloyd Berriman and Stafford Wallace.
Between us we represented GB, India, Isle Of Mann, Kite Society, Midlands Kitefliers, White Horse Kitefliers
and the Northern Kite Group. It was a very agreeable group with no serious complaints and everyone really
enjoyed the China experience.

Stafford Wallace (Indian Kiteflying Fanatic)
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! EXTBS

The Extra Newsletter of The Midlands Kite Fliers

The MKF Dorstone Playsail

Flying at Weymouth
Photograph by Arthur Dibble
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