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EDITORIAL

Dear Reader

We would like to wish all of our readers a happy New Year
and all the best for the kite flying season to come - let us
hope it is better than last year.

1999 is the 20th year of The Kite Society (in its’ many
guises) We have certainly seen kite flying change over the
years - not always for the better - or so it sometimes
seems!. We have seen trends come and go (and
reappear) over the years and at the Portsmouth Festival in
August there will be a pageant of kites from the last 20
years.

Down to money matters. You may have noticed that over
the last two years the amount of advertising that has
appeared has significantly reduced. Combined with this
has been the increases in printing, stationery and postage
etc. Therefore we have reluctantly increased the
membership fees from January 1999. See page 28 for the
new rates. This is the first increase since January 1996.

The handbook has been produced for a number of years
and to date we have managed to cover the costs involved
with this from the normal sources. However, at present it
does not appear that we will be able to produce it unless we
have enough advertising to cover the cost. So anyone who
wants to advertise in the handbook and make it happen
should contact us as soon as possible.

And yes - finally (and again) we need contributions for the
magazine. Please send us articles, kite designs - anything
kite related. Copy date for the next issue is March 15th.

Jon and Gill
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From Roy Martin

| couldn't agree more with Paul Roper. | much prefer to deal with the regulars at kite festivals,
those who advertise in The Kiteflier and the other magazines. You become friendly with them
over time and can have a pleasant conversation on any aspect of kiting providing that they are
not too busy, even if on that occasion you might not be buying anything (very unlikely | know -
you always want something or see something that you want), and Dunstable are as helpful and
friendly as Paul says.

Arthur Dibble's comments on the running of the Kite Society are interesting, as | am involved in
a small way with model railways, and there everything is run by (generally annually elected)
committees, from the smallest local club to the national organisations. Even at the national
level and despite their geographic spread, the group of which | am a member manages four
committee meetings a year, often after an exhibition where they would often go anyway. | do
not know much about the running of the Society, but assume that it is basically Jon and Gill
Bloom, as | have not seen mention of anyone else in the newsletter, please correct me if | am
wrong.

While | have absolutely no complaints about the way that the KSGB is run, there is the
problem of what happens when Jon and Gill finally want, or need, to stop all the hard work.
Who will take over and will they be as good? Is there anyone in the wings, helping and learning
how it is all run so that it can continue when it happens?

| would like to think that any rumblings are not necessarily of dissatisfaction but of quite
reasonable concerns for the future. While not wishing to upset anybody, | think that preparation
for the continuation of the Society is essential, or it may just disappear when Jon and Gill
finally stop.

From Bill Young

In 1984 | started a research project into the aerodynamics and construction details of full size
Autogyros. That body of information led to me writing a summary of what | found and how it
might apply to model r/c Autogyros. Mixed into this material was information, plans and notes
on Autogyro kites.

That second body of information led to writing a booklet on Autogyro kite design, which
included plans for several of the type. Which leads to my request. Amongst your members,
journals, newsletters etc is there any information on Autogyro kites? | know that Solarbo once
produced a kit and there have been two examples published in early English modelling books.
| have found plans for 5 of the type that were published and/or kitted here in the US and |
found one from New Zealand. | know that the US Navy used one in their rafts to raise the
emergency radio antenna.

Whatever suggestions and/or leads anyone can provide will be very helpful. Write to Bill
Young, 4403 E. Rustic Knolls Lane, Flagstaff, AZ 86004, U.S.A.
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Weymouth Beach Kite Festival

The Ninth Weymouth International Beach Kite Festival will this year be held on Sunday 2nd and
Monday 3rd May. Saturday 1st May is reserved as a free flying day with no organised events taking
place but the beach is free to be used for flying. As usual a number of overseas visitors will be there
flying their particular style of kites as well as many UK based kitefliers.

The festival will run along the normal lines with a few competitions, many demonstrations and free
flying. Talking of demonstrations if anyone who is thinking of attending wants to do something in the
arena as a demonstration can they please contact us in advance so that we can plan it in. A childrens kite
workshop will also be held on the beach.

Saturday evening has the usual Civic Reception with the Mayor and there will be basket meals available
for those who want to eat and a pay bar. Everyone is welcome to come along to chat - entry is free! In
the Ocean Room, Weymouth Pavilion from 7:30pm till midnight with a bar extention.

For those who want to there is a slot for night flying on Sunday evening, from 9:00pm, which is
followed by the usual firework display.

Finally we request that you do not set up your cabanas etc along the tide line but along the edges of the
arenas - this allows the free flying areas to be as large as possible when the tide goes out.

Accommodation
Accommodation can be booked via the Accommodation Line on 0800 765223. Reservations can be
made for all classes of accommodation including caravan and camping.

Car Parking
Again there is free parking available but space is limited. Once the tickets have gone we cannot get any

more. Tickets are valid for two days, Sunday and Monday. One ticket per car for both days. This year
we are using only one car park situated behind the Pavilion. Please send your request to the address
below and remember to enclose a stamped addressed envelope as passes will NOT be sent without one.

Traders

Kite traders are very welcome to attend and ply their wares. The charge will be £175.00 for three days,
£150.00 for one or two days. Payment for this must be with your booking which should be sent to the
address below. Please make all cheques payable to the Kite Society. Note that only 15 sites are
available so book early.

If you require a car pass then please send an S.A.E. to the address below. Indicate the number of
passes required.
The Kite Society
P.O. Box 2274
Gt Horkesley
Colchester
CO6 4AY
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Ghost Clipper

| have liked the idea of the Ghost Clipper since | first saw it illustrated in Ron Moulton's book
"Kites" nearly 20 years ago. When my wife saw one in the back of Dunstable Kites' van as
they were unloading at Weymouth '98 on the Saturday, | was hooked - | bought it before they
had finished unloading. A quick look in the box that evening revealed many lengths of spruce,
Silkspan tissue, a number of plastic fittings, some printed manilla (thin card) sheets, a large
plan and a book of words and pictures, as well as some other bits and pieces - | could see that
a lot of work would be involved. | returned everything to the box until we got home.

If you haven't built model aircraft before, then it could be a little daunting, but proceeding step
by step should take away the worst worries. If in any doubt read the instructions several times
and do dummy runs dry, i.e. without adhesive. Be sure before doing anything - measure twice,
cut once - it would have saved me having to buy an extra length of spruce! It is worth arranging
a board on which to build the deck, "hull" (a flat silhouette) and sail frames, all of which are
built flat and assembled later. | used a 4'x2' sheet of Sundeala from the local model railway
shop cut into pieces, two 3'x1' with 2'x1' left over. It is a little hard to get pins in, so use small

_ _  pliers or a toffee hammer, but it
- 1. 4 . does hold them well (I see from the
A% W, 1 July '98 Kiteflyer that | am not the
p 10 "only kiteflying model railway

-
N,
v 5 enthusiast; are there enough of us
j to form a speciality group?).
f

- -

-

18x42mm softwood was used to
make a frame 6'x1' braced several
¥ times across its width, especially in
.the middle where the Sundeala
| pieces meet end-to-end. With plain
| butted joints screwed together and
'the Sundeala glued on top and
nails to hold the corners it is
surprisingly stable and light, see
drawing 1. | cut the plan into three
G pieces, and pinned each piece in
““=“turn to the board with a covering of
cling film (it used to be tracing or
greaseproof paper in my young
o days) to protect the plan while
building the parts directly on it. Cutting a hardwood like spruce is best NOT done with a sharp
knife, a razor saw (from your local model shop again) is much safer and neater. A flat needle
file is ideal for smoothing rough edges and removing dried glue. | used weatherproof Resin W
for all the wood-to-wood and manilla assembly work, a gap-filling contact adhesive, superglue
thick, for fitting the sail spars to the plastic fittings, and tissue paste for fitting the Silkspan.
| found that the stripwood was a little short in length, generally not a problem as there was
enough in total, but it meant moving two in-line joints on the deck edge rails. This is poor
quality control in a kit like this. The assembly method was unusual in that joints are reinforced
with manilla, but it all seemed to work very well except for the ends of the sail spars. After
breaking one | was not sure that they were strong enough, but they seemed better after the
tissue was glued on. However, at Portsmouth | learnt that | was right first time when again |
broke a joint and creased and tore the manilla while assembling the kite. So between
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Ghost Clipper

DRAWING 1

Portsmouth and Bristol | repaired the broken joint and reinforced all the sail corners with
1/16"x1/4" balsa strip cut as diagram 2 (full size) and glued to both the manilla and the spars
with Resin W. This shape should be suitable for all the sail spar joints.

The piece of spruce for the bow has to be bent to quite a sharp curve, it is worth steaming and
bending roughly to shape by hand before pinning and gluing. Don't steam your fingers! If you
intend painting the whole hull after assembly, it is worth leaving off the two rectangular hatch
covers until the painting is complete. They are not secured all around their perimeter, and
when painted with dope (which shrinks and tightens the tissue), do not tension up flat, but
distort badly.

Having built the deck and "hull", and covered them with tissue, they had to be assembled
together to form a T-section. The problem is that the deck line on the hull is a curve, higher at
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Ghost Clipper

e

DRAWING 3

the bow and stern than the middle. The instructions suggest supporting the deck upside down
on books and gluing the hull to it. | have better things to do with my books, so | put a number of
screws into a piece of wood, and tried to adjust them to fit the curve, and pin the deck each
end supported by the screws in the curve. It was not a complete success, and | spent a long
time adjusting the screws and swearing, until | finally had a setting that was acceptable, though
not perfect. How would it have been with the books? A lot more difficult, | reckon. Then trying
to glue the hull to the deck and ensuring that everything was square was a bigger nightmare,
and not a total success. However, | was able to set it right as | glued in the athwartship
braces, pinning each one to hold it all square while the glue set. After gluing in the triangular
braces, everything was checked and found to be fine EXCEPT that the stern rail of the poop
deck was out of true. | was afraid that it would cause the kite to roll, fortunately there was
sufficient 1/8" square spruce left to fit two extra triangular braces between the foot of the
mizzen mast tube and the corners of the poop deck to correct the error.

Having finished the hull, how do you look after it? Just leaving it lying around, whether on its
side or upside down, is not very good. So | made a cradle from some more 18x42mm timber
which supports the full length of the keel, keeps the hull upright, and again involves no
complicated joints and is just glued and screwed together, see drawing 3. It is ideal for holding

The Kiteflier - January 1999 - Page 10



Ghost Clipper

the hull while checking the fit of masts, etc., but is unstable when rigging the kite out in the
wind, so | added the extra cross piece which is held on with a single screw to allow it to pivot
for easy storage. | fitted small ball catches in the ends to keep it secure for transport.

When | had finished the masts, | found that quite a lot of sanding was necessary to ensure that
the sail fittings would slide on easily, but don't overdo it, they must not fall down the mast. Any
glue squeezed out during assembly should also be removed from the angle between the
spruce, | used a small dentist's-type scraper.

The sail plastic fittings need to be cleaned of plastic swarf before assembly, another use for
the scraper. The sail centre spars have to be glued into a rather short area of plastic and are
not very well supported. This is a design problem not easily overcome, but instead of cutting
the end that goes into the fitting square as shown on the plan, cut it at an angle so that it fits
more snugly to the mast and you increase the area for the contact adhesive to hold. Just don't
glue the wrong bit, and either block the mast hole, or glue the whole lot solid with the sail on
the mast. A short section of about 1" made up from scraps like the mast assembly is useful to
check clearances as you assemble the sail frames to the fittings. Do a dry assembly to mark
the limits for the adhesive on the spars. Don't use too much, and beware of wiping any surplus
away with your fingers, or you will become very attached, use a tissue to wipe it away with not
too much pressure. For the same reason that the hatch covers should not be doped, the sails
should not be either. If you want to paint the spars, do it before the sails are fitted to them.

| decided not to add the manilla details of ship's wheel, lifeboat, etc. as | felt that they were a
little fragile, and not visible when the kite was airborne, so rather a waste of time.

After lightly sanding down exposed woodwork, | gave the hull a complete covering of clear
dope followed by two coats of white acrylic paint, lightly sanding between each coat. Then |
(re-)fitted the two hatch covers, left unpainted. The masts were treated with one coat of a water
based protective wood stain, antique pine, then lightly sanded again before coating with a
microporous stain finish called Baltic, a rather lurid orange on its own, but pretty good on top of
the antique pine.

| was concerned about possible dis-assembly in the air, and although the instructions say that
there should be no problem, they also recommend additional rigging for stronger winds. |
chickened out and fitted shrouds tied around the top of each athwartship brace on one side,
over the top of each mast in a small groove and down to the other brace. They hardly foul as
the sails have a swept back leading edge and just gently tightened they will keep everything
together without distorting anything.

| finally finished on Saturday 29 August, and packed ready for Portsmouth on the Sunday. The
cradle is OK for home use and, as modified, for assembly on the flying field, but how could |
transport it all safely? | had a corrugated cardboard box from a recently delivered table which |
opened up and from it | made a "coffin", and put in the masts, the hull, upside down, and
arranged the sails around the hull. It is not very elegant, not really big enough for everything
and has no lid, but it does the job for now. After assembling the Clipper at Portsmouth, | took it
round to show the lads from Dunstable Kites - the cradle made carrying it easier. It attracted
attention, but unfortunately there wasn't enough wind to fly it. Later there seemed to be more
wind, so | re-assembled it, which was when | broke the sail. | also found that it tended to lift
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Ghost Clipper

out of the cradle when rigged and facing the wind; why on earth was | surprised at that?! |
looped the bridle around the end of the cradle to hold it. | still don't think that there was
enough wind that day,very few of the box kites made it into the air successfully, and as the
Clipper has cardboard from the box that the kit came in used in the construction, and a 1/8"
thick piece of iron 2 1/2"x3" as ballast near the towing point, it ain't no lightweight.

At Bristol on the Saturday it lifted the cradle as well when fully rigged, so | will have to peg it
down before fitting the masts and sails in future, with a strap to hold it in the cradle so that the
line can be attached without getting in the way. | managed to get it airborne for a few minutes
in the morning, but then the wind died again. It looked great, but needed more wind. In the
afternoon | flew it for about an hour and a number of people made favourable comments to
me. It was a bit unsteady, possibly because of the gusty conditions and needed watching
constantly, and it had to be played on the line a lot of the time. While bringing it down, it
suddenly dived to one side from about fifteen feet and hit the ground hard. Fearing the worst, |
went over to it and found the hull undamaged, but one mast had broken into three pieces and
a second had split. The grass stain on one side of the bow showed where the hull had hit the
ground, fortunately it is an area reinforced with cardboard so very strong. All the sail spar joints
were intact, so | am glad that | had added the balsa strengtheners, although one sail had a tear
in it. | was very pleased with the sight of it flying, and the damage was not too disastrous. Two
new masts, perhaps two more as spares, and a repair to the sail and it should be ready for
flying again. | might try adjusting the towing point to improve stability, especially in gusty
conditions. Providing that | don't wreck it during testing this winter, | hope to have it at
Weymouth in 1999.

Is it worth it? There is a lot of work involved in building it, some of it quite difficult, you have to
overcome the faults in the kit, and that hull when complete represents quite a volume to store
and transport. It can also be a bit fragile in adverse conditions. Despite all that, when it is
finished and you see it sailing the winds as people did at Bristol, the impression is superb; but
as the local yokel said "If that was where | wanted to get to, then | wouldn't start from here".
The design is twenty five or more years old, and with modern materials and concepts, there
has to be a better way. | just wish that | had the time to do it. At the moment, this isn't the best
way, this is the only way, and if you want it, you have just got to go for it.

Roy Martin
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Event Reports

Dieppe 1998

The Alcester and Worcester plus Midland Kitefliers Coach Trip to Dieppe started from Alcester at 4.30 am
Thursday 10th to Monday 14th September with 43 members on board from around the country. The furthest
being from the Isle of Man, and the youngest one just 6 months - could this be a budding kite flier. The trip was
organised by Fred and Lilian Taplin.

We travelled via Le Shuttle which was a bit more pleasant than the sea above, so we heard. We arrived at the
Hotel at 1:00pm French time: hotel, food and the company good, the weather could have been better, but | think
most people enjoyed everything: the kites being flown at the festival were still very spectacular although | thought
not so many as before - perhaps the weather did not help. The Brits were out in force, very good to see, as the
group photo will show. (If Derek got it right, Ha Ha). Just not to be outdone, kites were flown in the tunnel by
Tony Slater - not sure if this is a first. (Ed Note: Simon Hennessy did it a few years back).

The people who went to the evening meal on Saturday said how good it was although some of us went on the
town instead; our trip ended with a visit to Cité Europe hypermarket and the shuttle dutyfree for a drop of grog -
just to wet our whistles you know. To all those who came on the trip thank you and | hope you enjoyed it.

Fred and Lilian Taplin.

Including the Kitchen Sink!!!!??! - Liinen

Take half a hundred weight of sand,a quarter of a hundred weight of rocks, a box of sea shells, a collection of
fluffy toys, including pigs, teddy bears and octopii, two 12 volt batteries, and about 10 kilos of Belgian chocolates
and you have the perfect ingredients for a kite festival?!!

How come? Read on.

Mid October saw the pilgrimage of kitefliers from across Europe to the annual Linen Drachenfest in Dortmund,
Germany. Thirteen British kitefliers boarded the minibus and made the journey under the Channel and across
Europe for the long drive to Liinen, a residential suburb on the north east outskirts of Dortmund. Christian and
Suzi Treppner of Vlieger Team Dortmund organise this extensively supported festival. Huge numbers of kiteflyers
and an estimated 80,000 members of the general public attend the event.

The large site, normally a public park and glider airfield, has a river running alongside and after days of heavy
rain this left the site heavily water logged in parts. As a result the many Germans who travel to the event in their
camper vans were all parked at one end of the field. Instead of the vast range of kites flying the length of the field
they were confined to a mass at one end.

Festival organiser Christian holds one of the largest kite pin collections in the world and his festival also hosts an
international pin championship. Competitions take place for the most pins, know your collection, for which | won a
prize, and presentation. For this latter class pins are displayed in any format of the owner’s choice and members
of the public vote for their favourite.

This is where the sand, rocks and some of the fluffy toys become relevant. My display, which earned me a second
prize, featured the fluffy octopii toys flying octopii kites.

Elsewhere on site, in very varying wind strengths, a full arena programme was running and the sky was full of
kites.

Carolyn Swift won the first heat of the ladies Rok Challenge but was eventually cut from the sky to finish third in
the final. The kite was blown across the river and into a cornfield some distance away. Fortunately it was
returned along with several others by a Dutch couple who had gone to recover their kite.

As for the other fluffy toys they were dropped with a varying degree of success, by parachute, deployed or not
according to the packer, from the electronic "gizmo " launcher built, owned and operated by Jerry Swift. Much to
the delight of a large appreciative audience at least several direct hits were made on the roof of the mobile toilet
block and at least one pig was seen to crash land on the nearby marquee roof.

The Kiteflier - January 1999 - Page 15



Event Reports

For the first time in many years the wind blew on Saturday evening, which meant that the many fine creations
entered in the night flying competitions, could be flown without the launcher having to run to keep it airbourne.

A spectacular firework display concluded Saturday's activities on the flying field.

In bright sunshine and light winds kite flying continued throughout Sunday. Among the many spectacular kites
flown which left lasting memories for many people were huge soft kites depicting Sesame Street characters, as
big as double decker buses, a starfish and an alligator.

The traditional Sunday night visit to a pizza restaurant followed by huge Italian ice creams concluded the weekend
in fine style.

As for the 10 kilos of Belgium chocolates that’s the total weight purchased by the greedy party at a chocolate
factory on the way home.

The kitchen sink? Well that got blocked! But that's a tale not to be told in this family journal. | feel sure that
members of the party will be pleased to expand further

2nd Annual New Forest Bash - 1998

As last year Colin and | arranged the New Forest Bash which was held on the 10th & 11th October 1998. It
started last year to allow our kite flying friends to get together and say goodbye to the end of the season. This
year there were 35 friends, fighter kite fliers and kite fliers alike.

We arrived on Friday at Holmsley campsite to set up camp for the weekend, the less hardy people - Jackie and
Mac Macleod, Mike and Margaret Harrison and June & Dave stayed in one of the many local bed and breakfasts.
Rose Kavanagh and Nick Burgess also turned up on Friday with four new additions to their family of Dachshunds.

On the Saturday morning those of us who were already at the campsite set off for the flying site - which was
different from the one we used the previous year - so thanks to John Crouch for the confusion there! By
lunchtime everybody had arrived and the sky was full of many kites, one liners, two liners and flighter kites.

Graham put his chefs hat on again and cooked bacon and sausage rolls - hundreds of them as everybody
seemed to have a good appetite. Jane and Peter Jones, Gill and John collected firewood so that we could have a
campfire later that night, which turned out to be a very good idea.

Doug and Lisa Woods finally turned up late on Saturday afternoon after a few technical problems with their
Winniebago. | was really pleased to see them as | was heating up dinner for 35 people and they very kindly let
me use their kitchen.

A late call from Linda and Michael Howard to say they were on their way, but had not brought their stall which was
going to be used as shelter. Graham and | were using our big frame tent so that was emptied out and all the wind
breaks were used to build an extension with the campfire. It all worked out ok in the end and the weather was
very kind to us. Everybody was asked to bring their own drink which was put onto a table so everybody could help
themselves and they did all evening.

By the time we went to bed our area looked like a bomb had hit it. | got up at 6:30am and cleared up bag after
bag of empty beer cans and wine bottles. Ann Woods then helped me with the washing up. The strange thing
was that everybody else seemed to surface when all the clearing up had been done!!

We all left the campsite on Sunday morning and headed back for the flying site unfortunately we lost Ron Moody
on the way. Everybody seemed a little slow and very little flying was done let alone competitions or fights.

| would like to thank everybody for turning up and helping to make it a great weekend. Maybe we will do it again
next year!

Festival raises £840 for charities
Fine weather and light to moderate winds were ideal conditions for this year's Tewkesbury International Kite
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Event Reports

Festival and lead to a good turnout by the public on Sunday. The Saturday evening barbecue and auction once
again proved a success and we raised a new record for charity this year. £740 was raised for the James Hopkins
Trust and a further £100 donated to a animal welfare charity nominated by Flexifoil International.

We have once again decided to adopt the James Hopkins Trust as our principal Charity for next year’s Festival.
Work has already started for next year's event which will be held on the weekend of July 17th / 18th at

Tewkesbury School. Golden Valley Kite Fliers

N
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& & P
pl,'é%’ ', Ball Of Fire DPancer
Kites 4 Weight 175grms 2 Standoffs
Wingspan156cm Weight 225gms
T T 4 Standoffs Wingspan 218cm
\ 8 Speedy Tricks Tricks
; \ £35.00 £45.00

LFD

Very easy to fly.
With 60 mtr (200ft)
of flying line.
£10.99 Wingspan
approx. 145¢cm
(57 inches)

Machz2 Airfilled Foil Stunt Kite
Two colours and high speed
Recommend 75Ib X 75ft Line
140cm span 65¢cm deep £20.00

SABREFOIL Airfilled Foil Stunt Kite
Well mannered, Self filling, totally
soft kite with a wide wind range.
Made in three or five colours
Recommend 150ib X 100ft line
190cm span 65cm deep £40.00

&

BBV Airfilled Foil Power Kite Very
wide wind range, easy to fly. High
power in strong winds. BBV is a
totally soft Kite with a simple bridle
for less tangles.

Available with 3 colours

Recommend 300Ib X 150ft line
300cm span 95cm deep £70.00

BLOK ROK
£17.50 (excluding
line)

97 cm (38 inch)
Wide

BOXER
4 Standoffs /-
Weight 255gms
Wingspan 221cm
Tricks & tracks well
Just needs the music to
fly to. Plenty of feel to
play with

£80.00

All kites are hot cut and
hand made in ripstop nylon.
Lines, Kites and Bit’s all
Available From Dave Salmon

FREE SPIRIT KITES
West Midlands House
Gypsy Lane
Willenhall

WEST MIDLANDS
WV13 2HA
Tel:-01902-782490
Fax:-0121-609-7001
email:-fsk@enta.net




Air You Go

A Tribute to Pat and Ron Dell
Karolina Kites Kabin - A Wright Bros. Enterprize.

You sure have chosen a rite time to retire and close the stall with most of our order still missing; Orv says all of it,
except those plans from Kite Passion. We sure wish we hadn't seen those damed things as you'll not believe the
troubles that they have caused us. As in all truth, it has to be down to you and the shipping company. We
ordered in good faith buddy and we also broke the habit of a lifetime by sending $s up front. OK the dollar might
have been devalued but we ain't seen nothing yet apart from these bum plans and a lame excuse that the ship hit
an iceberg.

Getting back to the plans, you did not, repeat not, tell us that the French measurements were in meters and not
feet and inches unlike our modifications. All this has resulted in something that is about 20ft overall and not the
six footer that we though we were building. To cap it all some Feds from the FAA say it's an airplane not a kite
and we are in heap big trouble! Oh yeah, you ain't heard nudding yet. Well, we made this thing from those plans
plus some little additions with two lines to the rear as we figured that we might be able to both fly it together; me
flying it with Orv controlling it from the rear - a sorta three line kite. Anyway that was the idea, cute ain't it? and
smarter than your average kiteflier.

What soon became clear was that it was too big and heavy to lift, so we had to put some wheels on to be able to
even move it out of the attic. Next, in only lite winds it wanted to fly away from us so we had to moor it to the
beach with a pully on a pole and a big weight. This was OK as far as it went, but the whole thing kept being
turned over on it's back, | remembered that we had an old gas engine in the shed so we carried it out and laid it
on the bottom spar roping it to the box section uprites. At times of stress it is amazing how your mind does not
always register changes in circumstances quickly enough. What | mean is; | was still thinking of the 6 footer that
we had intended to build and only used that 200Ib line you sold us last fall to tether the monster and we left a
plank of wood fixed to the crank shaft of the engine as we had intended to lift it off when we were ready to fly.

Disaster struck when the line broke, the kite shot forward gathering Orv on the way and the motion started the
engine with the plank windmilling furiously. Thanks to the modifications and Orv grabbing their handles he had a
margin of control as the infernal machine carried him aloft. He flew quite high and for some distance before he
was able to bring the whole contraption safely to earth. Great you may think; achieving manned powered flight, a
giant step for mankind. No buddy, it ain't necessarily so!

Firstly the sheriff saw us and reported us to the feds; they sent those bums from some agency called the FAA
who want to throw us in the slammer for flight violations; viz:- (1) no black box, (2) no anti-collision lights, (3) no
weather warning radar and (4) no smoke alarum in the john. Some guy called Ed Murrow wants us on his TV talk
show and to add final insult to injury the Teamsters claim that as "cabin staff" Orv must join their union or they will
call a nationwide strike.

If there is one good thing that has come out of this mess it is some Brit called Biggles has bought the thing for
mega, mega bucks even though he seems plumb loco. He keeps talking about going to the vicar's at Royal
Enfield (? your neck of the woods) to get some canons and rolls to make a merlin. Wants to call the thing
"Spitfire" and drools on about giving a red baron a run for his money. Seems mighty odd to us as we thought the
commies had got rid of all theirs. So good buddies, with a pocket full of tin we are comin' a visiting with you in
little old England. In fact we have our tickets booked on the return sailing to UK on that new super liner the
Titanic.

Your bestest buddies O & W W

PS If you haven't sold the van & tent yet can we have them to go round the shows - we might even trade awhile.
PPS We used up all our carbon and 50Ib blue line making the thing. Will you send us some more now? Second
thoughts, just let us collect it when we arrive.

PPPS The native Americans are on the warpath about the non-arrival of that ton of fevvers they ordered for their
party at the Little Big Horn. Brother it must have been one hell of a shipwreck!

Big Dave of RIKOK
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Event News

3rd Epsom Downs Fighter Fly-in - 28th March

All kite fliers welcome. It's a social gathering. There will be a booking made at the Beefeater Restaurant on the
Downs, but limited numbers so book early. The meal will be followed by a fly on the downs in the afternoon. For
further details and to book the meal contact Ron Moody 0181 661 9652. For further details of other Fighter kite
events please contact Mac Fighters on 01705 591171.

Easter Fly-in, Worcester Countryside Centre - 2nd - 5th April

The Alcester and Worcester Kite Fliers will be having a fly-in at the above centre. The site is easy to get to, just
off the M5 at junction 7. A good flying area, good camping, toilets, plenty of parking space, hot and cold home
made food. Those wishing to camp - camping is available from the Thursday onwards. There is a car boot sale
on Sunday morning so there is no flying until 2pm that day.

For more details contact Fred Taplin on 01789 762350 or the Countryside Centre 01905 766492. You can also
contact Alan Bill on 0121 360 1955.

Peterborough Kite Festival - 13th June

This year will be the third annual festival organised by the Great Ouse Kite Flyers and promises to be an attraction
for enthusiasts, casual fliers and even onlookers. Quite apart from trade stalls in the past we have had
workshops, childrens activities and demonstrations by Flexifoil, MKF, Stafford Wallace and Sky Dance. This year
we also hope to host a round of the competitive league for STACK UK.

For more details contact Peter West, 27 Milton Way, Peterborough, Cambs PE3 9AP.

Teston Bridge, Maidstone, Kent - 19th & 20th June

A special note to all Teston Bridge fans. This year Maidstone Council will be spending some money to upgrade
the toilet facilities etc on the site. This work is due to start at the end of June. So the June 19th & 20th festival
will go ahead as usual. But the August 7th & 8th mini fest may be in question as there will be no toilet facilities.

We have had words with Steve Hull the site ranger and perhaps Portaloos can be arranged. Nearer the date we
will keep you posted.

Pat & Ron - Kiteability

Hackney Kite festival. Hackney, London - 26th & 27th June

The AGM of the East London Kite Festival Group was held in Hackney on Thursday 19 November. At this
meeting the folks involved in organising the annual Hackney festival chewed over the highs and lows of '98 and
started planning for the '99 festival - scheduled for 26 & 27 June. Anyone who would like to find out more about
the festival and get involved in any way in helping to put it together is welcome to come and join us.

Please ring either Dave Ellison - 0181 449 8609 or James Robertshaw - 0181 525 0391) for more information.

Southampton Kite Festival, Lordshill Sports Ground, Redbridge Lane - 26th & 27th June

Solent Kite Flyers in conjunction with Southampton City Council and Coles Fun Fair would like to invite all kite
fliers to this enlarged event, the major emphasis being on having fun at a relaxed and friendly festival with lots to
see and join in with if you wish.

The weekend is open to all types of kites and buggies with limited camping on site if pre-booked. Entrance is free
but car parking is limited and passes will be required for on-site access. A limited number will be available nearer
the date by post (SAE will be required).

There will be a number of kite traders on site as well as refreshments, a Childrens Kite Workshop and over the
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Event News

weekend various special competitions and flying displays. We also hope to have a local schools kite design
competition that will be taking place alongside the general kite flying areas. For the first time we will also be
having night flying on the Saturday evening so bring those lights along.

Access to the site will be signposted locally, the main route being via the M27 J3 and M271 J1. Flying will be from
10:00am to 5:30pm each day with a height limit as notified at the event.

For more information contact Michael Lowe 01703 770788.

Golden Valley Kite Festival - 17th & 18th July.

Tewkesbury School Fields. To be held in aid of the James Hopkins Trust for Special Children. Usual relaxing
format, including camping 16th pm to 18th pm, shower and swimming facilities, Buttyman, evening meals and
auction. Come and have a great weekend.

Contact Neville Wing, 9 Howard Way, Tewkesbury, Glos GL20 8QX. Tel 01684 295132.

World Kite Festival Venice - 5th to 14th March

We have the pleasure to announce that "Kite Enterprise" is organizing the 1999 World Kite Festival in Venice the
first European city to come into contact with the magic flying object brought by Marco Polo.

The Festival will take place from 5th to 14th March 1999, we plan to make this one of the most memorable kite
events, with the grandeur of Venice, as a perfect setting and we wish offer all the kitefliers the best opportunities
to attend.

A committee, made up of various representatives of the ltalian kiting world, will select the official international
delegations which will be hosted at the festival.

The festival will take place on the big beach S. Nicolb at Venice Lido, about one kilometer east of S. Marco place,
between the lagoon and the Adriatic sea. Venezia Lido is an island 7 km. long and about 1 km. large, reachable
in 10 minutes from San Marco place with a "vaporetto" boat.

Hotels are in Lido are not more than 1 Km. from festival area. Delegations of 30 nations will be hosted, now we
are preparing the list of delegations, so | can't give you the definitive list. Most of the Italian kite fliers associations
have just confirmed their attendance. An exibition area and other different areas will be set to represent every
aspect of kiteflying (giants area, one line kites area, power kiting, stack ) We are also preparing a range of
special fares regarding accomodation in Hotels, Restaurants, transports inside Venice lagoon, shows and
museums.

We are also updating our Web site http://www.kite-enterprise.com.
Mauro Andreucci

Please send all above details to KITE ENTERPRISE.

A Loy L
a.. E-mail veneziakite@bigfoot.com % y ~ <
LD -
b.. Fax nr.0039 0544 982028 Entoile e
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Jimp - A Kite Design

AB = 45.5cm 1 Make template from stiff card.
CD = 6lem 2 Tape cover to board
AC-AD = 38cm

3 Draw out design
CB-DB = 39.5cm

4  Fix spine and stretchers and patches for bridle line
AG = 9.5cm

5 Fix bow (I use double sided tape).
GH = 22.5cm
IE-IF — 195cm 6  Cut out, reinforce nose and wing tips.
JK = 4cm 7  Attach bridle and fly.

Construction Tips.

Suggested bridle system: Top leg 25cm. Bottom leg 30cm.

To obtain scallops hot cut around 10” (25.2cm) dinner plate.

Tape leading edge, stretches and spine. R Carline
The spine is bamboo 3mm x 1.5mm.

The bow is glass fibre 2mm x 66cm.

Stretchers are 1.5mm glass fibre.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

The Kite Society of Great Britain was founded in 1979 and, since then, has grown to be recognised as the
leading organisation for kite flying in Great Britain with over 3500 members worldwide.

The main vehicle of communication between members is the quarterly publication ‘THE KITEFLIER’.
‘THE KITEFLIER’ is published in January, April, July and October of every year. ‘THE KITEFLIER’
contains news of forthcoming kite festivals, kite retailer news, kite plans, kite group news and a
comprehensive events list.

In addition the Kite Society organises kite meetings where guest speakers are invited to talk about their
specialist area of kite making and flying.

Other benefits of membership include free, or reduced, entry into selected kite festivals in the U K., special
parking arrangements where possible, discount - from 5% to 15% - on all kite purchases from the majority
of kite retailers in the U.K.

A membership ‘year’ runs for four issues of ‘THE KITEFLIER’. plus other occasional mailings. Each
member receives a membership card entitling them to free entry and discount.

If you wish to join The Kite Society please fill in the form below and send it, with your payment, to the
address shown. All cheques, postal orders and money orders should be made payable to ‘The Kite
Society’ and, for overseas members, should be drawable in the U.K. and be in sterling.

Membership Type Fee
Individual £10.00
Family - all members in the same household. £11.00
O.A.P. £8.00
O.A.P. - Family (Husband & Wife) £9.00
Overseas - Europe and Surface Mail £12.00
Overseas - Airmail £16.00

Name Family Members

Address

Post Code Telephone

* This is a RENEWAL/NEW MEMBERSHIP. For renewals please give old membership number.
* New members please state which issue your membership should start with - JANUARY/APRIL/JULY/OCTOBER.

Pease send this form with payment to:
The Kite Society, P.O. Box 2274, Gt Horkesley, Colchester CO6 4AY
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THE JOURNAL OF THE BEARLY MADE IT SKYDIVE SQUAD, THE INTERNATIONAL SISTER
AND BROTHERHOOD OF PARACHUTING FAUNA AND THE U.K. TED DEVILS. POLITICALLY
INCORRECT AND NOTHING BUT A LOAD OF MINDLESS DRIVEL, BUT THEN, YOU ALREADY
KNEW THAT AND WE KNOW THAT YOU KNOW THAT WE DONT REALLY GIVE A TOSS.......

The future is upon

So we keep being told, which is not surprising when you consider that its
all we have to look forward to. However, be that as it may, it is nice
to do a bit of remeniscence for what we consider to be the good old days,

all together now AAHHH,even if they wer'nt.

Nethertheless when abit of Ye Olde Looky back comes as a result of a lot of hard
work in producing a surreptitious issue of this Jolly 01d Rag and entitled R.(C.50a
from another Teddytorial, not a million miles from Thatcham, all we can do is wallow
in nostalgia, especially that bit where I'm Burning the Wild Thang.

Not that I'm confessing to having liked doing that to a Spurt Kite, I'm not a Fire
Bug you know, even if a lot of people reckon that was the best thing to do to it, its
just that you may as well be hung for a sheep as a lamb, especially as the photo was

printed for all the world to see. SODDIT, who am I kidding, I did enjoy it.

I see that ALF A DIBBLE and his crazy cohorts have even managed to dredge up my
reply to Dave Whites lament about what is or aint a standard Stunter. Poor old Dave
is no longer with us, and as this is from some Ten Years ago, before the Stunters
went completely Po Faced for ever, you could say that at that that time I had'nt dev-
eloped my current, somewhat jaundiced views on Spurt Kites et al.

Still, there you go, nothing like a bit of comrtroeversy to keep things on the go,
most of it is in the best possible taste, (he lied) and lets. face it
whatever it is, its useful in filling up the more than odd
gap that you end up with when you are making up the latest
load of mindless drivel (whoops, I've let the cat out of
the bag) Oh soddit, who cares, I know that you all know
that I make this up as I go along, so whats New?

I'l1l give it to ALF A and Martin, boy was
that a surprise. What a well kept secret.theres
me, reading, as you do, issue 77 of the Kite-
flier, when all of a sudden I thought what the
:*¥@;+:*%1@: hell was this, I did'nt do six
pages of R.C., then the penny dropped, I'd
been had very nicely, still, thats what our
friends are for, a gentle wind-up.

WHOA THERE timothy.... As usual I'M pratting
on about something that a large percentage of the
readership of R.C., those that is who do not rece-
ive it as part of the Kiteflier, will know nothing
about, there again I suppose you could say that
about every issue, and eventually maybe everybody
will get the gist of what I'm pratting on about
even if it is a rather convoluted eventually -
or should that be an eventuality, soddit you
know what I mean, I hope.



hubby wanted
4-in-bed with
wife and teddy

TWISTED husband Keith Rigby tried to arrange his wife's
murder through an Exchange & Mart ad because she refused

his kinky bedroom demands. )

He wanted 43-year-old Sue to sleep with him and a pal-and
Keith’s 3ft TEDDY BEAR called Fred. —_

As Rigby, 46, began a ten-year jail sentence for his sinister plot,
Sue revealed: “That damned bear shared our bed every night. It
was like already having another person under the sheets with us.

“Keith insisted on it being between us. He even whispered in its
ear as we made love. He’d had it from childhood and it was old and
tatty. He dressed it
in a blue shirt and

white bootees and
told it all our secrets.
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Whilst we are in indignant
and outrageous vein, has anyon
else been shocked by that Brit
Gas advert where a Teddybear i
being apparently drowned in a
washing machine?

Perhaps a small digression
is in order here to explain tc
our overseas readers that late
our Utilities have been author
sed to ssell each others produ

i.e. Electricity can now sell
you Gas, Gas can sell you Elec
ricity and the Government can
11 you down the Euro River.

However, having got that =
vert on tape, its not what it
ems,, That Ted aint drowning,
he's toughing it out, he's st
ing, now wet somersaults, he's
survivour and not a soggy chut
or a Scuba set in sight, holy
he's a winner, if a bit damp
but we still wont buy our ju:
from the Gas Board, so there

TEDDY BEAR HIJACKER JAILED...WHOS A NAUGHTY BOY THEN?.......ccceeeeannn

A Turk who hijacked a plane whilst armed with a Teddybear which he claimed conta

ed a bomb was jailed recently for a total of eight years and four months.

Mehmet Dag was arrested earlier this year after diverting a Turkish Airlines fli

to the south eastern town of Diyarbakir.

He threatened to detonate a bomb that he claimed was hidden inside the Ted, but
overpowered by fellow passenger as Police prepared to storm the Plane. No bomb was fo
inside the Teddybear. This geezer must have been suffering from brain fade, assuming
that is he actually possesed a brain, still its just the latest in a long litany of w
uor furry bretheren have been stuffed and or alleged to have been stuffed with.

At times a Teddies lot is not a happy one. just think Kapok, Drugs, Excelsior or
Wood wool, Explosives (Allegedly) Polystyrene pellets, Two way radio gear, Flock and
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