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Two of the spectacular objects flying at 
Portsmouth in August.  Mermaid by Marco 
Cassadio and Fish Windsock by Jos Valcke. 

Photos Gill Bloom 

Dear Readers 
 
Once again we have come to the end of the British kite 
season.  What a mixed bag the events have been - wind 
and rain at many of the event.s  Brilliant sunshine and 
perfect winds at others - plus every combination of 
these  in between. 
 
One of the most striking things about events this year is 
the apparent lack of kitefliers at the bigger events.  
Why is this?  What is it that makes you not attend a 
particular event?  Write and tell us - maybe we can help 
improve things. 
 
Talking of writing.  Our thanks go to those people who 
did send us items for inclusion.  We have saved some of 
these for the January issue - which is always hard to 
fill.  Why not do something for your magazine and send 
us some articles for the first Kiteflier of the new 
millennium!  Copy date is 15th December.   
 
On page 14 you will see an idea from George Webster 
concerning kite making competitions.  We are asking 
for some help with this.  We need someone (or a group 
of someones!) who has the time and inclination to 
organise and run this.  We think it is a very good idea 
(call it the Webster Challenge!) but do have the time to 
do it justice.  Write and let us know. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to say Happy 
New Millenium.  See you in 2000. 

Whilst every care is taken to get the details correct The Kite 
Society cannot be held responsible for  any errors or omissions 
that occur.  Opinions expressed in this magazine are not 
necessarily those of the Editors or the Kite Society. 
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From George Webster 
Everyone at this time of year is, I'm sure, writing about how good/bad a season it has been and which 
festival was particularly good.  I've attended about 10 in England this year - with Edinburgh still to come 
and my main impressions are:- 
 
1.   Most kite festivals are well organised and give good value to spectators and fliers. 
2.  Despite the increased number of kite traders over the last few years there are still bad bargains as 
well as good - particularly for members of the public who want a first kite which is better value than a 
'toyshop kite'. 
3.  Apart from overseas visitors - see below - there aren't many new acts for festival organisers to use.   
The trick flying knockout event (London, Brighton and Bristol) attracted some interest.  The individual 
ballet to unknown music drawn out of a lot (Basingstoke) seems good fun.  Kitefliers enjoyed the spot 
where they could get on the field for the 20 years celebration at Portsmouth, (perhaps a 'Fliers half 
hour' next year?).   But Rok-fighting is still at a low ebb; although sprinting (Linford Christie?) is on an 
upswing (Washington had nearly 30 entrants!). 
4.  Most of the best kites seen at the larger festivals come from overseas fliers.  In the U.K. we have 
some internationally renowned makers and designers and we have a few very good 'private' makers 
but nevertheless our single line kites have fallen behind the best from Europe.  Think of the British 
show at Dieppe. 
5.  Two types of kite were missing from shows this year: - U.S. Fliers - any of the new wave of 
minimalist and back to nature French kites which were so impressive at Dieppe in '96 and '98.  I have 
not got my kite papers with me so I can't name them but they are regularly shown in Kite Passion. 
 
From Dermot Hunt 
I guess that like most people who join voluntary and social societies I'm quite content just to be a 
member, receive the magazine and catch up generally on current thinking and trends. So, I'm unlikely 
to normally write letters or articles for the club magazine, but your plea for articles touched a nerve. 
 
I had a kite as a youngster and then moved on to other things - but whenever I saw one in the sky 
anywhere it brought a reminder of happy times. Some years ago I was made redundant after 22 years 
with my employer and declared to my family that I intended to take some time out before looking for 
work again . "What will you do?"  No hesitation - I had worked quite near the Kite Store in Neal Street- 
"I'll fly kites"  and so at my leaving do a Peter Powell arrived! (Nice change from electric drills and 
clocks).  A bit different from what I had been used to but we took it straight away to Kensington 
Gardens in London. Not near where I live now but where my boyhood kite flying had taken place. An 
essential starting point. 
 
We tried to decipher the instructions and fell about laughing. We laughed about who should launch and 
who should fly. The little boy in me came out. I pulled rank. After all it was my kite. We got it aloft 
eventually between fits of giggles. It rested briefly on my niece's head before landing in Round Pond! 
We roared with laughter and retrieved it. In boyhood the park-keeper would have descended on us 
quickly - but due to the budget cuts we were able to leave the very cross ducks and swans and scuttle 
away unrebuked. Redundancy was fun after all. A lesson learned - these things are different and I'll 
need to read up on them. Not much in the library apart from children's titles but a visit to Kite Corner in 
North West London did the trick. A Benson Phantom, a copy of the Kiteflier and some books and I was 
on my way. Shortly, I joined the Kite Society. 
 
Just after that I was on a Town Twining visit to Douai near Lille. I found that my host's son 
manufactures kites and was in China buying canopy material. The next day I was in the Town centre 
buying some aftershave and it came with a free gift - not a travel bag or a bathrobe - a stunt kite! 
(Cacheral never did the same offer in the UK). That was it, I was hooked. 
Later additions include a couple of deltas, including a reasonably cheap one in Ikea, a SAM UFO and a 
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Conyne delta made in Australia but bought in New Zealand. I was staying on a sheep farm and was 
flying the SAM UFO in bright sunshine. Several birds swooped on it and a herd of deer came across 
the paddock to gaze skywards. On the way home I stayed for 2 weeks in Bali and bought a medium 
sized bird kite, a large butterfly kite and one of those lovely boat kites.  But I have also begun to make 
some kites when time permits. A sled, a delta and a recycled umbrella canopy! and I buy kite books 
where I can find them. Paul and Helen Morgan's book is an excellent volume. 
 
My local park here in Harrow has a users association which organises an annual kite day and I know 
that some kite society groups do attend. This years day was very successful. Particularly so I believe 
because so many youngsters came and bought their simple single line kites. Despite the advances in 
kite design and technology I happen to believe that much of the fun and enjoyment that simple single 
line kite-flying brings is what may bring in more devotees. Apart from the fact that the simple malay kite 
logo is instantly recognisable it’s also what most people feel comfortable with. My friends feel quite 
overwhelmed by anything with two lines. I have attended a couple of kite events as such but don't 
generally look to the Society when planning my kiteflying activites. But then I also belong to the Fiat 
Motor Club and don't attend their gatherings. As I said at the beginning I am content to belong and to 
read and for me thats enough just for now. However, any society has to have room for all disciplines  
and my own views are simply that. My own. I leave you with them.. 
 
From Russia with love (and a million thanks) Harry and Eileen Peart. 
Most of you reading this article will recall that in the Spring edition of The Kiteflier I wrote a piece about 
a Russian Kite Flier who was coming with his family to the UK as guests of my wife Eileen and myself 
to attend the festival at Washington and for a months holiday. I made an appeal for donations of kites, 
lines, handles, materials and any accessories so that Sasha could develop his kite making and flying 
skills and hopefully, in the fullness of time start up the first (known) kite group in Russia. 
 
I am happy to report to you that the response was fantastic, way beyond our wildest dreams, so many 
of you responded so generously that Sasha went home with a large collection of kites, accessories and 
rip-stop and you will be pleased to hear that everything reached his home safely without any problems. 
 
On behalf of Sasha and his family, wife Nina and sons Simeon and Grisha we would like to express 
our sincere and unreserved thanks to all of you who contributed in any way, from traders and clubs 
through to anonymous individuals. If you had been around to see his face and sheer joy and 
amazement as he opened packages it would have filled you with pleasure.  We hope that you will all 
be able to feel good about your giving, and to know that your kites are now flying over the Russian 
skies in a small town called Polevskoy right across in the Urals, where the borders of Asia and Europe 
meet. You can take some credit for hopefully setting up a kite group sometime in the future and that 
the love and pleasure from kiting has been spread so far away. 
 
We are very reluctant to name names, for it might cause embrassment, but you know that we are 
speaking to you directly, some of you took the appeal to heart and started a campaign inside your own 
groups, others simply responded as individuals, Thank you!  Thank you!  Spasibo!  Spasibo! 
 
Those of you with access to the Internet will be able to see  a picture of Sasha with a Rokkaku that he 
made especially for this trip ( I sent him all the materials and plans) if you visit the web site of the North 
East Kite Fliers. 
 
We hope that you had a great summer with lots of good flying and when you fly now just try to picture 
the scene back in Russia that you helped to create.   
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Kite  Plans  - How do you find unusual and original designs? 
 
When I first started to get hooked on kite building I was keen to get my hands on as many different kite 
plans as possible. I soon rushed out and bought just about every kite book I could find and merrily 
started building kites like there was no tomorrow. However, it didn’t take long before I had made the 
standard deltas, boxes, soft kites etc and I was running out of ideas for something new and original. 
Unfortunately, most of the kite building books contain the same old designs tweaked and repackaged 
as if they were new or original. As  a result, I soon found it very difficult to find any up to date original 
plans. 
 
Just as I began loosing interest, we had the Internet installed where I work and after an hour’s training I 
was let loose to “surf the web”! 
 
I soon found a web site run by Peter Peters which answered all of my problems straight away . Peter 
Peters runs a web site dedicated to kite plans which is bang up to date and is constantly being revised 
and updated. I couldn’t believe how many plans there were to look through and it wasn’t long before we 
got a computer at home and I was printing off plans at an alarming rate. 
 
I’ll be the first to admit that the Internet can be slow and problematic at times. However, if you 
disregard these problems, it contains the biggest source of kite plans anywhere. 
 
At the time of writing this article there were 119  plans for single line kites on the Peter Peters web site, 
30 plans for dual liners (including the currently popular NASA Wings), two plans for triple liners and 23 
plans for quadliners. In addition there are plans for parachuting teddies, windsocks, banners, tails and 
a whole range of interesting bits and pieces. 
 
The single line plans include traditional Japanese designs, fighters, snowflakes, parafoils, deltas and a 
whole range of unusual designs too, including an American Flowform, a clown, The Lo-do (a low 
aspect ratio Edo), and the Nosey (a flying nose/face) 
 
In addition, the web site contains buggy plans and some of the most original and unusual quad liners 
you’ve ever seen.  Many of them have been designed and posted on the web by Didier Ferment whose 
creations have attracted great interest at Dieppe and other European festivals. 
 
As well as all of the plans, there is also a whole host of useful information to be found on kite building 
techniques. For example, the original plans for the Circoflex kite were first published in Kite Passion 
magazine a couple of years ago. However, since that time a number of pages have been added to the 
Peter Peters site giving hints and tips for building circoflex  kites. There is information on how to find 
and work with Mylar, a new leading edge bridle arrangement, flying problems and how to solve them, 
plans for giant and mini circoflexes and a whole range of photos to look at. 
 
So, how do you get access to these plans if you’ve never used the Internet or can’t get to use it? 
 
For those of you who have access to the Internet, the Peter Peters Web site can be found at http:// 
www.win.tue.nl/cs/fm/peter.peters/kites/plans. 
 
If you don’t have access to the Internet then you could always try visiting one  of the many Internet 
Cafes that are springing up in most major towns. The staff are always very happy to help you find 
whatever you want to look for . (r try your local Library) 
 

Nigel Bence  
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What are we? 
What are we? Careful now, this is a family publication. 

To answer my own question, if you're reading this, then there's a very good 
chance that you are a kite enthusiast. You probably enjoy making, flying, or 
talking about kites, and you may be perverse enough to enjoy buying kites. 
One thing we'd all agree on is, that when there's sunshine, a warm breeze and 
a cold drink available, there's little to beat this hobby of ours. Such a pity we 
can't agree on what to call ourselves! Let me illustrate. 

This newsletter is called 'The Kiteflier', but I'm a member of Alcester and 
Worcester Kite Fliers. If I lived in Brighton I'd be a Kite Flyer. Spot the 
difference? Not only are the names spelled differently but we have one and two 
word versions. A quick look through any kite publication and you will find 
Kiteflier, Kite Flier, Kiteflyer, and Kite Flyer. Often you can find all four in the 
same article. An advertisement in the April issue of The Kiteflier' ended with: 
"Kite Flyers and Families Free to Festival. Apply for fliers info pack". 

lt all seemed very confusing. I discussed this little puzzle with some friends 
who suggested that using the 'i' could be an American version of the word. 
Surely not! That would mean that the Kite Society of Great Britain has an 
American titled newsletter! 

I reached for 'Kiteworks', an excellent tome written and published in the USA, in 
the hope that it may give a clue to the American spelling. But no, Kiteflier can 
be found in all forms. 

I needed an authoritative spelling. There was only one thing to do. So, armed 
only with a pen and paper, I visited the local library reference section. There in 
the corner, on the bottom shelf, in The Oxford English Dictionary' (Second 
Edition) Vol. VIII (INTERVAL- LOOIE), I found kite-flyer. 

lt is shown with a 'y' with and without the hyphen, (I don't know about you but 
it's ages since I was hyphenated) but definitely a 'y'. 

Kiteflier is not listed as someone who flies kites but as something completely 
different: 

kiteflier, a financier who practises the operation of 'kite-flying'. 
kite-flying, a slang term for the raising of funds by transferring 
accounts between banks and creating an illusory balance 
against which cheques are cashed 

In brief a kiteflier is someone who defrauds banks! Perhaps there's not that 
much difference after all. We're back to buying kites! 

Good flying. 

Chris Ashman. 
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So far this year I have hardly done any kite flying which is not good.  However, my mind has 
had time to think about kites and I have come up with questions that I hope the collective 
brainpower of the Kite Society can answer. 
 
Does anyone remember a program on BBC2 several years ago about a group of people trying 
to fly a Cody kite train?  I remember that after a low wind day they finally managed to get two 
people up in a basket.  Could we all contact the Beeb and ask them to show it again, or were 
you a member of the group that was involved?   
 
On the subject of Cody, did you know that there is an S.F.Cody shop in the new Bluewater 
shopping centre.  I think the story of his life would make an interesting movie.  So would that of 
Pocock, the first man to drive a kite buggy.  That must have been some sight to see a 
horseless carriage speeding about the countryside. 
 
How many flyers out there would be interested in a Kite Society polo shirt/t-shirt?  As well as a 
logo on the front it could have some wording on the back, such as "Happy to Talk Kites", "Kite 
Flyer not a Puppet" (for two or four lines).  Better ideas welcomed, just put pen to paper or 
fingers to keyboard. 
 
If you were just standing around in a field or on the beach doing nothing would as many people 
speak to you as when you're at the bottom of a kite line?  I've had several members of the 
public, i.e. non-kite fliers; stop for a chat and to ask questions when I have been flying.  
Hopefully I have encouraged someone to take up a new hobby, however, I have not yet got a 
date this way even though I have spoken to some nice girls.  I'm sure other kite flyers have had 
the same sort of experience. but has anyone met the love of their life this way? 
 
At the same time others show a lack of awareness about the potential dangers of being hit by 
a kite at speed, or garotted by a line.  That's a sight I nearly saw at Portsmouth a couple of 
years ago.  A single line flyer, happily minding his kite, had a fresh out of the bag stunter pass 
no more than a foot in front of his nose with the line only a couple of inches above his head.  If 
that sounds odd, he had his back to the learner pilot.  Do we need an "L" test before you can 
fly in a busy place, or should we wear crash helmets in kite show free for all areas?  Of course 
a test might put people off taking up the sport.   Any comments/suggestions to this magazine. 
 
Did anyone see the program "An Astronauts View from Space"?  It featured some fantastic 
views of Earth as seen from space.  They also mentioned early aerial photography showing the 
first photo taken from a balloon.  A picture of a large diamond shaped kite was also shown as 
they talked about this form of aerial photography.   
 
Still in the past, I recently borrowed a book from my local library call "Kites" by Ron Moulton 
dated 1978.  It is interesting to look back to see the new designs that were available at the 
time, a very diferent world to what we have now, a very different sky with all the modern 
materials up there. 
 

Stephen Hickmott 
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Northern Kite Group Changes.  
 
The details of the secretary acting on behalf of the Northern Kite Group have changed. Ron Ogden has retired 
from the post and our new secretary is;- Mrs Margaret Watson. 10 Green Square Flats, Kirkby Lonsdale,  
Cumbria. LA6 2BU. Phone-01624-272064.  Through your pages may we publicly thank Ron for the many years of 
service he has devoted to the Group.  
 
J. Cunningham. (Mag editor). 
 
From The Press. (Received from Ptolemy Ford).  Taiwan News 21/8/99.  
 
Officials crack down on kite flying 
 
PHNOM PENH.  Cambodian authorities have cracked down hard on a new social menace --- children flying kites 
in city parks.  The pastime is hard on the grass, authorities said. So police --- some of them armed --- have been 
chasing children away from parks in the capital and confiscating kites from vendors in a heavy handed blitz on the 
flyers, the Phnom Penh Post reported yesterday.   "We cannot even let two or three people play with kites in the 
park because there will suddenly be 100 or 200 people flying kites, too," one security guard told the newspaper. 
 
New Kite Record? 
 
Ian McKinnon wrote - On a boring flight from Aberdeen to London I noticed a small article in a complimentary 
copy of the Times I received. 
 
Kite Record.  A three-man English team is believed to have set a distance record after crossing the English 
Channel in 2.5 hours yesterday by kite-surfing. The sport involves standing on a surf-board and being pulled 
along by a large parachute-like kite.  
 
Congratulations to those involved. Further details would be much appreciated if any one knows anything. 
 
Kite Shop News 
 
Kiteshop (Cambridge) Limited has opened a new store :  Kiteshop Fleetwood.  The address is Kiteshop 
Fleetwood, 80 Poulton Road, Fleetwood, Lancashire FY7 6T.  Tel: 01253 870000 and Fax: 01253 872653.  They 
will be carrying the full range of kite goodies that the shop in Cambridge does. 
 
Holiday News 
 
Natural Heights have now finalised the dates for next year (2000) with a variation on the weeks.  There will be a 
couple of freestyle/trick/precision weeks with the usual hosts like Chris Matheson and a couple of traction/power 
orientated weeks hosted by Jason Furness from Flexifoil and some Cunning Stunts boys.  Dates are March 25th - 
Freestyle, May 13th - Traction September 30th - Traction, October 7th - Freestyle. 
 
The traction weeks are to attract those power hounds who wish to pursue a spot of kite surfing also.  The end of 
the week leads towards the water... wet suits available for hire if you do not have one already. 
 
The bookings for 2000 are being taken now and you can call for a brochure with price list and details.  Call 020 
7498 2266 or email naturalheights@dial.pipex.xom 
 
Kite Surfing 
 
If you are interested in Kite Surfing , Torquay Wind-Surf Centre and Sail Repairs have expanded to accommodate 
this new sport.  All the major kite surfing brands such as Flexifoil, Wipika, F One, C Quad, Quadifoil are stocked.  
Together with Flexifoil they are setting up one of the first kite surfing schools in the country.  For more information 
and advice contact Andre Shorland on 01803 212411, fax  01803 329850.   
 
They offer a 5 - 10% discount (depending on method of payment) to Kite Society members on kite purchases. 
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Verdun International Kite Festival - (Rendez-vous Mondial Du cerf-volant). 
 
Canada has always wanted a European-style kite festival and Verdun  manages to achieve this.  It was nice to be 
invited to Verdun to represent India.  Just flying an Indian fighter kite is not as invitable as makers and fliers of the 
larger kites which decorate the sky and make a kite festival what it is.  I think I owe my invitation to Richard 
Gareau, President of the Montreal Kitefliers, commentator at the festival, designer of a nifty fighter kite which he 
calls the 'patang' and an awesome kiteflier himself.  I saw him win the AKA Fighter Kite Championship in 
Wildwood, New Jersey in October '97. 
 
Verdun is a few miles outside Montreal.  The kitefliers hotel was in Montreal near St Catherines Street, the main 
shopping and restaurant area of Montreal, which was very convenient.  I was the first to arrive on Tuesday and 
shared a room with Ludovico Bertozzi from Italy.  Others arrived on the following days. The kite festival was from 
Thursday to Sunday and our programme was similar each day.  We were picked up at about 9.30am and taken to 
a Verdun restaurant for breakfast and then we walked across to the flying site.  The temperature was over 35 
degrees centigrade every day and all of us drank more iced water than ever before.  Although we began flying our 
kites from 11.00am, the public didn't come in numbers till about 2.00pm and they stayed till about 11.00pm.  We 
were then taken back to the hotel at about 11.00pm  each night.  It is hard work being a professional kiteflier!! 
 
Guests from 12 countries were invited.  Some of the more familiar names were Michael Alvares (Australia), Team 

No Limit (Germany), Peter Lynn (New Zealand), a dozen from USA 
including Richard & Marti Dermer, Tanna Haynes, Lance & Dorithy 
Wagner, Craig Wilson & Chicago Fire sports kite team.  France, 
Belgium, Haiti, Italy, Netherlands & Switzerland were represented as 
was India by a certain Stafford Wallace.  Canadian kitefliers included 
Ray Bethel, amongst the largest delegation from different parts of 
Canada as well as Robert Trepanier  who lived nearby. 
 
Peter Lynn flew his latest creation, Konishiki, based on the sumo 
wrestler known as The Dump Truck.  He says he used 180 metres of 
material in the manufacture. His other creation, a very large Stork 
with a wingspan of 16 metres looked impressive in the sky and his 
centipede did it's first solo fly.  Team No Limits displayed their 16 
metre Genie amongst other Sesame Street characters, Ernie & Bert, 
Oscar the Grouch, Big Bird (Yellow) and Super Groover.  For me, the 
most interesting kitefliers were Carpe Diem, a very hard-working, five 
person team from Switzerland who flew a variety of 'single line' kites 
in formation.  It was a delight to see five large butterflies, deltas or 

rokakkus flown as a team display.  They told me they sometimes have a seven person team but only had five at 
Verdun. 
 
It was estimated that about 250,000 people would attend during the week and the largest crowd came for the 
highlight of the whole event which was the night fly on Friday and, fortunately, good winds prevailed, whereas the 
wind died down on all other evenings.  It was an impressive night fly with powerful batteries of lights situated 
around the site.  I managed to fly a gold mylar kite and spin it just over the lights giving a flashing reflection which 
was seen all around the site.  All other kites had to be much higher and it was difficult flying whilst trying not to lift 
the kite upward  where all the other lines were. 
 
I did some kite catching using my kite and was challenged by Richard Gareau, the commentator, to a touch line 
fight, which he won all too easily.  I'd like to think I had an off day but he was just too good.  One day I was flying 
at distance of about 900 metres when he amusingly announced over the PA system 'Stafford, the people of 
Verdun are very generous people and have paid for you to come here.  Why are you flying over Montreal when no 
Montreal people have paid any money to bring you here.'  Verdun people were incredibly friendly and the interest 
in the Indian kites was surprisingly good and I made a lot of good friends there.  It was the week of Quebec 
National Day and it was interesting to see the celebrations and to get some understanding of their pride with 
French folk songs and the French language.  
 

Stafford Wallace 
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A Plea to use a competition to improve British Kitemaking 
 
Is there a problem? 
My experience of comparing British kites to those from other countries comes from U.K. International 
festivals, Dieppe and magazines. 
 
While we have some world class kite makers, principally in soft kites and sports kites, very few can 
really stand comparison with the makers of single line kites from Europe and the U.S.A. 
 
Does it matter? 
There are two good arguments for not being concerned.  Firstly that big show kites are far removed 
from the kites the average flier flies on a Sunday afternoon or at the local fly-in.  Secondly that many 
kitefliers enjoy kites just because they aren't competitive and they don't want to compete or to be 
judged. 
 
While I would respect both these points of view I would argue that not all prize winning kites at Dieppe 
are large show stoppers (think of Nick James in '98) and big kites and 'flash' displays do attract people 
into kiting (think of the U.S. Team Top of the Line at the start of team flying). 
 
In many things competition has improved quality and a good competition enables outstanding 
kitemaking to get a wider audience. 
 
How could we organise something? 
Ideally we need an established competition which is seen as worth winning because of its' reputation or 
the value of the prize.  Obviously we don't have that but we could hope to have the Kite Society's 
backing which would help reputation and we might get a prize from some K.S. funding, private 
sponsors or perhaps entry fees. 
 
We could have the competition in the non-Dieppe years or we could have a small number of festivals 
which were opportunities to compete with an overall winner at the end of the season - rather like the 
old Rok arrangments. 
 
What criteria for best kite should be used?  While a broad theme as used by Dieppe has some 
advantages there also needs to be a scoring system which involves: 
 
- Ability to fly 
- Novelty of design 
- Quality of build 
 
There is an amazingly complicated formula for a French national competition which we should avoid.  
Someone must know the rules used by the Smithsonian in the U.S.A. 
 
While I could go on (and on, and on) I'll stop here in case there isn't any real interest. 
 
George Webster 
 
We think this is an excellent idea.  However, we do not feel that we have the time to devote to such a 
large project.  Is there any Kite Society member(s) out there who would be willing to take this on.  They 
would have complete control over this with a constribution from the Kite Society for trophy money and 
publicity.So get in touch as soon as possible.  Let us have this in place for next year. 
 
 



Dear Art and Kite Enthusiasts, 

In 1988, the Asian "Year ofthe Dragon," 
Art Kites and the "Pictures for the Sky" 
exhibit was born. After the initial exhibit 
in Osaka these Japanese kites, painted by 
internationally renowned contemporary 
artists, embarked on a world tour, visiting 
the most prestigious art galleries on four 
continents and enchanting millions of 
visitors. 

The next Year of the Dragon will see this 
heavenly collection settle into a permanent 
home. A former military aircraft hangar, 
situated in Detmold at the foot of the 
beautifui Teutoburg woodlands in 
Northern Germany, will be transformed 
into the first and only ART KITE 
MUSEUM . Renowned Hamburg architect 
Prof. Volkwin Marg won an international 
architect's contest for the design of this 
building. 

The ART KITE MUSEUM will open on 
April I st, 2000. This museum will not 
only house this worid-famous collection of 
kites but shall function as an international 
cultural center stimulating innovative 
cross-cultural projects that challenge the 
homo faber (or technology as a major 
source ofcreativity), as well as the homo 
ludens (orplay as a source of creativity). 
The concept oflinking East and West, 
heaven and earth, and art and technology 
will be realized through workshops, 
performances, and various projects. 

The ART KITE MUSEUM will produce a 
newsletter designed to inform those 
interested about the activities of the 
museum. Ideas and suggestions from the 
world of kites and of the arts are always 
welcome! 

In order to celebrate the museum opening, 
an international kite festival will take place 
at its site in Detmold-Hohenloh on the 2nd 
and 3rd of September, 2000. Please join us 
in this celebration of kites and culture! 

Dr. Paul Eubel 

President- ART KITE FOUNDATION 
Director -ART KITE MUSEUM 

International Kite Contest-Detmold. Germany­
September 2-3. 2000 

The ART KITE MUSEUM invites enthusiasts from all continents and cultures 
to participate in this international kite contest. 

Categories 

1. Figurative Kites 

Cultural Images from all countries are invited to roam the skies ofHohenloh. 
Be it the Little Mermaid or Pinnochio, Speedy Gonzales or Robin Hood. 
Welcome are Joan of Arc as well as the Riksha-man, the flying Dutchman or 
Peter Pan. Images from all realms offantasy, fairy tale, and exotic worlds may 
be a part of the competition. All kites must have a structural framework, i.e. 
spars. Inflatables without spars may fly as well, but are not accepted for the 
contest. 

2. Trompe I'Oeil 

This is an "Hommage to Victor" and his op art. Be it in the style of the artist 
Victor Vasarely or M.C. Escher's perplexing perspective-the art of fooling the 
eye is what it is all about. Let's try to square the circle in the sky! 

3. High-Tech Kites 

Although Detmold is situated in a serene landscape, the city and the 
surrounding region of Lippe is the home of international high-tech companies. 
This inspired the idea for creating never-before-seen kites using technology 
and new materials to create innovative and stunning phenomena in the air. 

4. Eyes From Above 

This last category is a challenge to all aerial photographers and their 
engineering mastery. During the Art Kite Festival three enigmatic figures will 
appear in the landscape in front of the ART KITE MUSEUM. Each will be 
large and shown for only a short amount of time. The task is to photograph 
them from a kite-carried camera. The first to show photos ofthe KAP-Trio to 
the Jury will win. A prize will also be awarded for the best photograph. 

Details of the Competition 

This competition is designed to stimulate creativity and craftsmanship. 
Participants are asked to registerby November 30, 1999; however, late entries 
will be accepted. Those interested must send a short description, photo, or 
sketch of the object. The ART KITE MUSEUM will grant a number of 
subsidies for production and/or travel expense for projects that seem 
extraordinarily interesting. 

At the festival, the entrants will be judged and the following prizes will be 
awarded: 

Category 1-3 : Figurative kites/Trompe I'Oeii/High-Tech Kites 
I st place: l,OOOEuro 
2nd place: 700Euro 
3rd place: 500Euro 

Category 4: Eyes from Above 
Each winner of the aerial photography contest will receive 500 Euro. 

For more information contact the Art Kite Foundation, B.P. 1013. 
L-1010 Luxembourg. (Tel 00352 49 0443: Fax 00352 49 06 43) 
or the ART KITE MUSEUM. Charles-Lindbergh-Ring 10. 
D-32756. Detmold (Tel. 0049 5231-309030: Fax 0049 5231-309033). 
Internet: http ://www.artkite.de 
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Peter Lynn C-Quad: one 4.2m and one 6.3m 
both as new, under 3 months old, including lines 
and handles. Ideal for buggies, kite surfing, 
jumping etc. Asking £160 for 4.2m and £180 for 
6.3m. 
 
Flexifoil sale: one 8ft,  one 6ft, three 4ft. All 
green/blue/pink and in good condition. Could be 
sold separately or £160 for the lot.  
 
Skytiger 26 in good condition including lines and 
gorilla grips. Red/blue/purple. Cost £210 will sell 
for £120.  
 
8-metre ultra light Peel in lovely condition. Pink/
black/green. Perfect  for kite surfing and all power 
kiting. Cost £679 will sell for £290. 
 
Reason for sales? Saving up for kite surf board 
and/or car!  
 
Phone Dan on 01903 700410 (Worthing , West 
Sussex) 

 
For Sale:   
 
Dark Star by Airdynamics - excellent condition - 
pink with purple tips- only £40.   
 
Box of Tricks by Tim Benson - very good 
condition- purple- only £45.   
 
Enigma by Spirit of Air Only Flown once- deep 
Blue - A1 condition - too tricky for me - only £35 + 
p &p (they retail at £80).   
  
Nigel Bence tel 0117 961 6343. 

 
For Sale:  
 
Stranger Trick kite, used at most 5 times, brand 
new, all extras, must sell £100 ono. 
 
Carl 67 Galaxie Road, Cowplain, Hants, PO8 9AT 
tel 01705 594019. 

 
48sq ft  Parafoil (Welsh Flag with red dragon)  
made by Hugh "Stretch" Tucker (USA) for sale. 
Only one in existence.  Hugh won an award in 
soft kites with this beautifully made parafoil.  
Flown only a few times at Weymouth and 
Washington.   

 
Reason for sale:  Owner has new hobby!! 
 
Also:  "FIFTY PENCE PIECE"  KITE   made by 
Martin Lester in Grey balloon material.  Beautiful 
patch work.  Admired by many when flown at 
Weymouth and Washington five years ago. Only 
one in existence.   Unusual ROKAKU 
VARIATION.  Flies beautifully....TO SEE IS TO 
BUY!! 
 
Contact:  Hugh Lennon: 07990 923566.  E-mail: 
hughlennon@hotmail.com 

 
Kites For Sale:  
 
'Spirit of Air' Shuriken,  black/purple - £50.   
 
'Spirit of Air' Shuriken Pro-Comp, turquoise/
burgundy, Skyshark 5-wrap - £75.   
 
'Spirit of Air' Axel, blue/yellow - £35.   
 
Phantom Elite Ultra-Lite, Skyshark 3-wrap,  
green fade, incl. Spectra 80 lb lines - £95.   
 
Revolution I, blue/pink, incl. lines, handles and 
winder - £95.   
 
Flexifoil Powerkites, all 10 foot; lime/blue - £80: 
purple/blue - £80: rainbow - £95, also 300lb X 
150ft lines + wrist straps + winder - £25: 500lb X 
150ft lines +link lines + wrist straps + spool 
winder - £35.   
 
Sky Bums Mirage 4 M2 4-line powerkite in navy/
orange/black, incl. full line set, handles and 
winder -  £145.   
 
South African 9+ square metre 'D' shaped  'Death 
Wish' dual line powerkite in black/turquoise, incl. 
700lb lines, harness and pulley system, and 
rucksack (not for the faint-hearted !) - £175.. 
 
Phone David McMillan on York 01904 792351 7 - 
8pm or e-mail on  
david@mcmillan-xwd.freeserve.co.uk 
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The  Hay Fever  and Pollen Count Connection 
 
For those kiters who suffer from Hay Fever, the middle part of the year can be somewhat  hellish, with close 
attention being paid to the daily pollen counts.  There is however a direct kite connection to the cause of Hay  
Fever and the origin of the pollen counts as was  expained in a recent programme in the local heroes series 
hosted  by Adam Hart Davies on BBC2 T.V. 
 
One Charles Harrison Blackley (1820  -1900) a Manchester printer and engraver, rather surprisingly became a 
Doctor at the late age of 38. He suffered dreadfully from an affliction, which at that time was thought to be caused 
by the scent of flowers, hence the name Rose fever as it was then called. 
 
Blackley latched onto the fact that it might be caused by an allergic reaction to pollen when his children brought a 
load of flowers into the house early one year, and he suffered a bad attack. To test his supposition, he even 
experimented upon himself, by the simple expedient of scraping his arm red raw with a  scapel, then rubbing 
pollen into it. His arm swelled up painfully after just a few  hours,  proving to Blackleys satisfaction that pollen 
really was the cause of what he henceforth called Hayfever. 
 
This, to Blackley,  made sense where he lived on the outskirts of Manchester, but he knew that people suffered 
from Hayfever right in the Industrial heart of the city. Blackley wondered if this was caused by  the wind  carrying 
pollen grains into the city, and to prove this theory he lofted to various  heights a kite equipped with a fifteen hour  
timer  which progressively exposed a sticky slide. One particular three hour session with the kite at an estimated 
1,000 feet, produced an amazing 1200 plus grains of pollen on the slide. 
 
In the TV programme, Hart Davies always attempts to recreate various experiments with a quite amazing array of 
bits and pieces, and for the Blackley  one he used a rather disreputable looking entry level stunt kite, equipped 
with a modified kitchen timer and a piece of double sided sticky tape. 
 
Relax all  you Po-faced, Hart Davies is no hot shot stunt jockey, in fact in his hands the kite barely flew. It just 
flopped around a bit, however when the sticky tape was examined after just a few minutes of floppy flight, it was 
found to have quite a few pollen grains stuck to it. And what of Dr Blackley?  He suffered with bad attacks of 
hayfever till his dying day, he never found a cure, but he was the first to recognise the cause, and even today the 
Met Office still uses his sticky slides to produce,  for some, the dreaded Pollen count. As Hart Davies says 
Charles Harrison Blackley, truly a Local Hero, and he flew kites. 
 
In another segment of the same programme, Hart Davies, who trundles around on a push bike complete with 
trailer fetched up at a very salubrious garden shed. This shed was quite Baronial in aspect which is not surprising 
when you realise its owner was a baron and the garden shed in question was in the grounds of Brompton Hall 
near Scarborough in Yorkshire. The Baron?  None other than George Cayley (1773 –1857) the man credited with 
inventing the worlds first aircraft. 
 
Cayley did construct his Governable Parachute as he termed it in his Posh Garden Shed, but earlier experiments 
in lift and drag were done inside the hall itself, where the indomitable Hart Davies recreated in exactly the same 
stairwell the now famous descending tethered weight and rotating plane device that enabled Cayley to discover 
optimum angle for maximum lift. 
 
The scene then shifted to Brompton Dale and Hart Davies recounted the famous first manned flight and the 
equally famous quote from the fortunate, or unfortunate  depending  on what way you look at it, coachman John 
Appleby, “Sir I was engaged to drive a carriage, not fly”. 
 
Hart Davies recreated the first flight, but as the budget for the show obviously did not run to a one to one copy of 
Cayleys machine we had to do with a seemingly quarter scale model made from, amongst other things, a baby  
bath, a rubber duck (?), various bits of wood and a sail that looks as though it was made from a piece of that 
rather weird Courtaulds ripstop that was around a few years back (anyone else remember that?).  When Hart 
Davies raced off down Brompton Dale, towing the device behind him, it actually flew after a fashion.  All in all this 
edition of Local Heroes was a TV program well worth watching from a kiters point of view and if you missed it then 
no doubt it will be repeated sometime I hope – as with so many programmes that I would liked to have kept, I 
went into brain dead mode and recorded over it. 

John Barker 
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PRESS RELEASE World Kite Museum, Long Beach, Washington.  August 27, 1999 
Stormy Weather's High Altitude Kite has been found. 
Two Naselle loggers called the World Kite Museum in Long Beach Thursday morning to report 
that they had  found the kite used by Stormy Weathers in his world record altitude attempt 
August 20 at Long Beach.   
 
Rod Smith, owner of C&J Logging, and a timber faller, Norm Penttila, were confering in the 
forest between Pe Ell and Naselle (about 60 miles from Long Beach) Thursday morning, when 
they noticed a thin glistening line draped across the canyon between Trap Creek and Alder 
Creek.  Smith had read the article regarding the lost kite in the Longview Daily News that 
morning (about 5:30 am), and realized that it must be a portion of the 5 miles of kite line 
attached to Weather's kite.  The two men tracked the line for over a mile before they reached 
the 7.5ft x 10ft international orange star kite.  It was in perfect condition. 
 
Smith and Penttila packed the kite out of the woods and called from Naselle to tell the World 
Kite Museum of the good news.  By noon the kite was in Museum Director Kay Buesing's care. 
 
Buesing described the event as especially lucky.  "Mr. Smith told how two of his workers had 
commented about finding a line across a logging road several days earlier.  It was so strong 
they couldn't break it with their hands.  Besides, Mr. Smith mentioned that if the logging trucks 
had been running this week, they would have probably caught the line and torn the kite apart". 
 
Launched from the main approach at Long Beach Friday afternoon, the kite  was last seen at 
5:30 pm at an altitude of nearly 3,000 ft.  By 5:40 a fast moving front from the West had 
enshrouded it in a thick layer of clouds, obscuring it from view.  However, the on-board 
altimeter watch continued to record altitude measurements at 15 minute intervals.  It indicated 
that the kite climbed to approximately 5,000 ft by 6:00 pm, and to nearly 11,000 ft by 6:30.  At 
6:40, the moment the kite line snapped, Stormy Weather's creation had obtained its maximum 
height of 12,340 ft., less than 50 yards shy of the world record.  The altimeter also indicated 
that the kite continued to fly untethered for another hour and a half, before it landed in the 
forest. 
 
If you would like to keep in touch with the World Kite Museum and have access to the Internet then the following 
may be of interest. 
The kite museum now has its own web page.  Its purpose, says museum director Kay Buesing, 
is not only to remind the forgetful, but to introduce web visitors world-wide to the uses and 
magic of kites and to let them know that a museum exists that is fun to see.  The seven page 
site, labelled ‘An Amazing Place’ was designed by Web Creations and Jody Hagaman of the 
museum staff. It also calls attention to the Kite Raffle of the Millennium.  The raffle, which will 
help raise funds for a new museum building, features a box kite made by German kite maker 
Til Kropp.  Called ‘The Quintet’ the kite is described both as ‘a unique collectors item’ and as ‘a 
fantastic flying machine’.  Details on purchasing raffle tickets are on one of the web pages. 
 
A page for non-members gives instructions for joining the museum.  A page for members is 
used to relay latest information. The final page contains a comment form so that web visitors 
can e-mail suggestions to the museum. You can call up the web site at www.worldkitemuseum.
com or email them at jkite@willapabay.org. 
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Brighton Kite Festival - 10th & 11th July 1999 
 
What a great day we had! We took Harry to Stanmer Park to meet up with his old mate, Ray Bethell, 
and we had a wonderful time - heartfelt thanks to all who made the four of us from Poole Kite Fliers so 
very welcome. Top honours must go to "Big Daddy" as we call Ray Bethell - he was in cracking good 
form, and gave a series of multi-kite displays that had to be seen to be believed, despite the wind 
gusting and veering the whole time. 
 
The one that did it for me was flown to the tune "You are the wind beneath my wings." using three Joel 
Scholtz Kestrels, each with a 25 metre tubular tail. Harry and I were ground-crewing for Ray (more of a 
pleasure than a necessity) and to stand so close to those three big, beautiful kites moving just perfectly 
to that great music..... words cannot describe it - I just wanted to hug him when he finished - 
Marvelous! 
 
His other show-stopper was flown with only two kites, but they were linked with a long flat blue and 
white ribbon tail, and he did a beautiful routine to the "Hawaiian Wedding Song." - dedicated to a 
certain young lady, who was certainly embarrassed by the attention it drew her way - but I am sure she 
loved it too!  Ray was also given a richly-deserved award - a good-looking shield for "Outstanding 
Contribution To Kiting" - so now he has just GOT to come back next year to hand it back again!!! :-). 
 
At the end of the day, we helped out with "Ray's Mega-Team" (ground-crew only - I did not have the 
nerve to fly one of his kites in those conditions) and he just flew and flew, leaving most of his much 
younger mega-team exhausted in the hot and gusty conditions. All this in spite of Harry's efforts to get 
Ray drunk!   Harry slept it off in the car, but Ray just soaked up beer, cider and anything else that 
would pour, and said "Flying in this ruddy wind, nobody can tell if you're drunk or sober!" God bless you 
Ray - what a real star!  
 
As a small club with one small annual event at Poole, we try to get around to as many festivals as we 
can, to fly our new banner (thanks Ron) and maintain the many friendships we have found in that 
wonderful circle of people we are proud to call "Fellow Kiters" in the very best sense of the term. 
 
Our sincere thanks to you all. With best wishes from Harry & Richard, Michael & John 
 
Richard Nourse 
 
Souhampton Kite Festival 26th and 27th July Solent Kite Fliers 
 
Weather this year was good with a steady breeze over the weekend. Only a little rain clearing up  
before 11 am Sunday morning. Kite flyers old and new, novice and experienced, turned up to fly sea 
creatures, caterpillars, ships and devices of all shapes and sizes and colours. Teddy bears being  
parachuted from kites to raise money for the Mayor's charity. 
 
We were  so busy making free workshop kites, about 457 in fact, that some of the Saturday schedule 
arena events were postponed to Sunday. The sky was filled with workshop kites among the larger kites 
with buggies and sports kites in a separate area. 
 
Displays by Vortex, Phase II, Yaro Dunnett from Yeovil  flying stunt kites with one hand and an 
umbrella in the other hand. Bruce Barratt attracted attention with his millennium bug kite.  We had 
some night flying and a barbeque on Saturday evening. 
 
Our main sponsors Coles Funfair and Southampton City Council Leisure Services were pleased with  
the overall event and look forward to making it bigger and better. next year we will be looking for more 
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display teams or kiite demonstrations. 
 
Organiser Michael Lowe said "The sun is shining, the wind is blowing, what more can we ask for?” We 
would especailly like to thank Michael for all the hard work he has done for the festival 
 
David Webster. 
 
Siloth Kite Festival, 21st & 22nd August. 
 
The second Silloth Festival continued our tradition (can you have a tradition after two years?) of finding 
the worst weather imaginable - heavy rain and gusty winds - in this corner of Northern Cumbria.  Both 
days, abandonment was considered at lunchtime, but both days then saw an improvement in the 
weather as the day progressed - and on the Sunday, this was even accompanied by a good turnout of 
the public. 
 
Throughout it all, BiDance were out there flying, amazing the public and impressing visiting fliers, and 
even being cheerful in the rain!  Chris Matheson ran a Midi-making workshop on the Saturday - and 
even if it took longer than originally planned, a number of local fliers came away very impressed with 
their own handiwork.  (I can strongly recommend clubs to consider asking him to run a workshop for 
them.)  Michael Martin from the NEKF group had brought part of the Air Gallery over - sadly only one 
kite got in the air and then only briefly, but they looked as impressive as ever, even on the ground, as 
did the selection of large single-liners brought by John Dobson.   
 
We were very pleased to welcome a good number of fliers from other parts of the North - particularly 
the Northern Kite Group, who turned out in force and made a major contribution.  Gene and Margaret 
Watson’s sweet drop was a very popular feature with the children present, although unfortunately the 
wind conditions did not allow for the planned teddy drops.   Chris Jones from the NKG seemed to enjoy 
flying as a temporary BiDancer - a name to watch out for!  Members of the NEKF and the KCOS also 
lent welcome support, along with local fliers from the local Solway Kite Group. 
 
We certainly learnt a lot from this year’s festival - possibly more than last year’s - and will be planning 
hard for next year’s event. 
 
Ian Gilmore 
 
Barmouth Beach get-together. (Sat. Jul. 31st. & Sun. Aug. 1st. 1999) 
 
It all started in February with a phone call from Paul Morgan. (Sky Bums) who said that Barmouth 
Council would NOT be holding a Kite Festival this year, due to the cancellation of the Regatta and poor 
attendance at previous festivals. While talking to Ken & Dorothy Campbell (MKG) and Alwyn & Nellie 
Parker (MKG) we decided to have a weekend on Barmouth Beach by ourselves. We checked various 
Festival calendars and decided on a date, which did not clash with many events. Gradually over the 
next few weeks as more and more people found out, they too decided to make a weekend of it. Things 
were beginning to snowball and we contacted the Maritime Officer and Town Council to get permission 
to have a get together on the beach. Eventually the Maritime Officer, through the Offices of Gwynedd 
Council gave us written confirmation. Posters and flysheets were made and distributed. Visits were 
made to meet up with the Harbour Master and the Tourist Information Offices and all were finalised. 
 
The weekend finally arrived, we had already heard that some flyers had arrived in Barmouth on the 
Friday evening. Brenda and I departed from Shrewsbury early on Saturday morning without breakfast, 
arriving on the front at about eight forty-five. All was quiet and we decided to find a café. Then the 
Campbell’s were spotted, followed by the Parker’s and then Ann & Eddie Megrath.(NKG) Food was 
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consumed and we all returned to the beach. A solitary Circoflex flew high over the sand, Mary & Jack 
Cunningham (NKG) had arrived. Banners, Windbreaks and Cabañas were erected as more flyers 
arrived. 
 
The weather, dry and the sun very hot, kites of various designs began to fill the sky. The Broadheads 
(MKG) Deltas, Whichways and Miginks along with the Campbells biggies. Ivy & Fred Apperly and Biddy 
& Dennis Roberts (A & W Group) hoisted Martin Evens large Friendship Arch. Dennis the Menace was 
as always dancing. Five Circoflexes were being flown in close proximity, all made by Mary 
Cunningham. (NKG) A sight to be seen. 
 
Time for the altitude sprint had arrived, about fifteen/twenty fliers took up positions. The judges Ann & 
Eddie Megrath were ready, The whistle began the event, the kites were away, tangles were the order 
of the day, much to the amusement of the forming crowd, and they wanted more. Don Norman (NKG) 
was judged the winner and received the first Barmouth Get Together Trophy, with runners up Aled 
Lewis (NKG) and Phillip Watson (MKG) in joint second place. Booby Prize went to Claire Robinson 
(NKG), who received a very small silver coloured cup and a bucket and spade, if she had been any 
lower she would have to have dug a hole. 
 
Time moved on and everything was packed away, sand was shaken from clothes and shoes. Tired and 
hungry flyers made there way to all the various camping grounds, b&b and hotels. 
 
Sunday dawned, again dry and bright. Large hotel breakfasts were the order of the day and off to the 
beach. Festival trappings were again unfurled and again erected, with friendly greeting from all 
directions. kites, banners and sky garbage opened into a brisk, in shore kite flyers wind. What more 
could we ask for? 
 
Who suggested crossing the promenade for coffees? Who paid for the coffees and cream cakes? 
Then who ordered and paid for the Banana Splits? Six over fed persons were seen returning to the 
beach!!!!!!!!! 
 
Again many different kites were in the days Altitude Sprint, Don Norman & Ann Megrath were the 
judges. The crowd gathered, again the whistle sounded and again the kites flew high. The outcome, 
Aled Lewis of the Northern Group topped the field. Tying for second place, being Biddy Roberts, Ken 
Campbell and Phillip Watson.  
 
Pied Piper Ken Campbell was seen leading many tired people to the sea for a reviving paddle in the 
briny, and a large amount of splashing took place This appears to be a tradition, I have known him 
doing it for the last four years. Eddie Megrath informed me that he was disappointed, as he had found 
out that he could not walk on water.  
 
The event was a successful and enjoyable weekend and thanks must go to all who participated and 
particularly those who travelled such long distances. 
 
Finally the youngest member Jason Smith took receipt of the event whistle, to be returned at the 
beginning of next years Barmouth Get Together. 
 
Brenda & John Southerton. 
 
 



The Kite Society 
20th Year Pagent 

1 . Some of the many kites 
prepared ready to fly. 
2. Paul Morgan flying one of the 
Mega Deltas in the 'Mega 
ni~nl~v· 

3. Most of the Mega Deltas in 
the display 
4. Frenzied activities as the 
final preparations are made. 
5. Tony 'TC' Cartwright in 
Cabanna - preparing even more 
kites! 

All Photos: Gill Bloom 

This year Portsmouth was the site for a pagent celebrating 20 years of the Kite 
Society. Organised by Tony Cartwright, aided and abetted by George Webster and 
Andy King this proved to be (for us at least) one of the highlights of the year. 

The list of kites was designed to be a typical kite sky from 20 years ago. Many of 
those forgotten kites appeared from kite bags to gasps of "I remember that!". There 
were Pearson Rollers, Gibson Girls, Mirages, Flares, Waldorf Boxes to name but a 
few. There was even an original Peter Powell. Sports kites were not forgotten as the 
years were rolled forward. Team Art of Air put on a splendid display using Hawaiian 
Team kites. Paul Morgan, of Sky Bums fame organised his very own Mega Delta 
Mega Team with, we think, 14 MegaDeltas- ranging from old soldiers to brand new 
ones! - all in close formation- maybe we can have MegaDelta Line Dancing next year. 

We would like to thank all of the volunteers who made this event so good. But of 
course our greatest thanks must go to Tony Cartwright who put so much time and 
effort into making it happen - plus embarrasing us with some 'Very' old films later in 
the evening! 

Thanks TC. 
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Manjha at kite festivals- The use and miss-use. 
 
Kite Festivals are always a pleasure to be at.  I was flying my kite with Wim Tigchelaar, an invited 
kiteflier from The Netherlands and was talking to a family who were telling me how friendly kitefliers 
seemed to be, when a kite flier launched his Indian Fighter near us and promptly cut my kite out of the 
sky. 
 
'Are you flying on Manjha?' I asked.  'Of course' he said.  I said 'You should tell people you are using 
Manjha so they can keep out of the way.' and he rather sarcastically said 'Oh, everyone, I am using 
manjha'.  I was lost for words at this deliberate act of stupidity & vandalism.  The young daughter of the 
family I was talking to, ran down the field and brought back my kite.  The flier said that he had been 
told that  I was always cutting fliers cotton line in the arena and I found it difficult to explain that it was 
not a competition but an arena demonstration to provide free kites for the children to catch and I did 
not want children cutting their hands on manjha, furthermore at most festivals, other kitefliers are 
invited to do the cutting.  Subsequently I learned that they had told others they were going to cut my 
kite and they resented my always showing off with arena demonstrations. 
 
An Indian guy at the Sunderland festival came to me with his reel, manjha etc looking for a kite fight.  I 
explained I did not use manjha anymore, nor did I compete.  I referred him to the others, saying they 
were from the Fighter Club.  A few minutes later he returned saying they would not fight because the 
arena wasn't available.  I was surprised because kitefighting is not an arena affair but just two fliers 
indulging in  the duel.  First  the 'foreplay', then enjoying the final cut & thrust, often at a great distance. 
 
In an American festival at the Washington Monument, DC, several sports kites and some large kites 
including one of John Burkhardt's creations was cut out of the sky by fighters using manjha.  A lot of 
animosity developed because manjha is not used in the AKA competition fights.  Fighter kites with 
manjha were made to feel unwelcome at the Monument by other kitefliers.  In another incident, a Park 
Ranger wrote to the AKA asking for line not to be abandoned in the park by kitefliers because of the 
injury or death to birds and squirrels.  There was even a case of a catfish in a lake snared by a wad of 
kiteflying line.  The editor of AKA kiting attributed this to fighter kitefliers in the area. 
 
I have worked hard over the last 12 years making fighter kites acceptable at festivals all around the UK 
and other countries and it is irresponsible behaviour which earns the bad reputation.  Manjha is a 
powerful sharp cutting line and needs to be used carefully and responsibly, if it needs to be used at all.  
In the hands of some it can do nothing but harm and alienate other kitefliers.  Whenever I teach people 
to fly an Indian kite, I always tell them that kiteflying is about making friends.  I feel certain that if 
manjha is used to cut an unsuspecting kiteflier's kite out of the sky, they are unlikely to walk across and 
tell you they really enjoyed losing their kite.  More likely they will insist on payment for the lost kite or 
thump you. 
 
When I used to sell manjha, I always controlled who bought it and only sold it in small lengths.  Now 
manjha is widely available on reels of 5000mtrs approx. I discontinued selling it about 4 years ago 
when I realised the damage it was doing.  I was also unhappy with the way it was abandoned in the 
arena after use. I still enjoy the traditional kite fight but I go back to India where all kitefliers use manjha 
and know what to expect. 
 
 

Stafford Wallace 
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Travels in a Tin Tent 

"Travels in a Tin Tent" or "Where were you"? 

Well this year saw our first year of freedom from the festival-trading scene. 
We must say it is a different life on the other side of the counter, not having to rush breakfast to 
set-up the Kiteability tent is an added bonus. 

Amongst all the usual festivals, we decided to attend, were we could, festivals that previously we 
had not been able to attend, and were made very welcome. 

Some of these festivals were a bit short of support from the kiteing community, now that was a 
big shame as the clubs responsible for the events had done a good job. 

We will give a plug to the events that we think are worthy of a bit more support from flyers next 
year: -

Kennet Valley, Thatchem. 

This is a very good site with plenty of room for all kiteing activities. 
Good on site facilities, camping, toilets, showers, and a very friendly helpful groundsman. 
It has all that makes goes to make up a good festival. So, where were you? 

Southampton- The Solent Flyers. 

Once again the same as above, but with the added attraction of the "Rugby club" bar. 
Large site with lots and lots of room for all, what ever your leaning be. So where were you? 

Taunton - The Taunton Flyers. 

Stacks of room as this event is held on the racecourse, well how much space do you need? 
The facilities not quite as good as the other two, but this is made up for in the available space for 
flying and a friendly atmosphere. So, where were you? 

Now, we must not forget the "Donner & Blitzen" festival at bath, now if you missed this one 
then I do not think that "The Bath Kite Society" will put on such a good display of "Electrical 
Discharge" again, for this must have cost them as much if not more than the fireworks at 
Weymouth, so if you missed it, well what can I say, but. So Where were were you? 

We are sure that there is a kite event near you that deserves your support, so do go along, for 
with out the smaller events where would we be? 

Most of these events are run on a wing and a prayer by the local clubs, all need the support of 
you the Kiter to help make them a success, the organising clubs so deserve your support for all 
the pre- planning etc that is done. So next year go along and say "Hi" and join in the fun ... . 

We wish you good luck for next year, so do not despair, keep plugging away, and hopefully we 
will be back to your event next year to give our support. 

Best wishes to all concerned Pat & Ron Dell. Kiteability ..... 
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WORLD SPORT KITE CHAMPIONSHIPS, LANGKAWI, MALAYSIA FEB. 4-11 2000 
 
The three world governing bodies of Sport Kiting, AJSKA, AKA, and STACK, are proud to announce their first 
ever fully co-organized and endorsed event, the first World Sport Kite Championships, held in conjunction with the 
Langkawi Kite Festival, Malaysia. 
 
For the first time ever at a world sport kite event, all the existing disciplines of sport kite competition will be 
included: Team Dual Line, Pair Dual Line, Individual Dual Line, Individual Multi Line, also possibly Pair Multi Line 
and Team Multi Line. Up to five competitors per governing body per discipline could make the trip to the idyllic 
island of Langkawi, over a hundred of the world's greatest sport kite fliers together in one place at one time for the 
first time. 
 
Representatives from the three organizations have been in discussion since early 1999. It later emerged that the 
Malaysian organizing committee was also interested in staging a world sport kite competition as part of the 
Langkawi International Kite Festival. A shared desire to establish a World Sport Kite Championship worthy of the 
name enabled rapid discussions with the result that agreement was swiftly reached and planning is already well 
under way. If all goes well, the location, festival and the competition itself will make this an incredible spectacle, a 
fantastic media opportunity and a worldwide advertisement for sport kiting. 
 
The organizers are proposing a fantastic package to competitors and officials which includes heavily subsidized 
air ticket to Langkawi via Kuala Lumpur, where all the international parties will join the same onward flight for a 
"grand entrance" to the island. All food / accommodation will be provided for the duration of the stay and there is 
an organized R & R day away trip on the final day before leaving for home. The organizers will provide fitting 
trophies for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place overall in each discipline. 
 
Ongoing discussions between AJSKA, AKA and STACK will be between a specially established committee of six, 
two from each organization. They have already agreed a desire to have a regular competition, perhaps on a 
biannual basis given the complex level of organization and substantial sponsorship support needed. The six are: 
Masanobu Komuro and Yutaka Fukuda (AJSKA), Richard Dermer and David Gomberg (AKA), and Helmut Georgi 
and Jeremy Boyce (STACK). 
 
4th Tewkesbury Kite Fun Weekend, 27th - 29th May 2000 
 
Same format as before with the addition of the swimming pool on Saturday or Sunday evening.  A Rokkaku 
Workshop held by Karl Longbottom, interested persons can contact me for more details at a later date but must 
be able to sew. 
 
Saturday or Sunday evening we shall also be having a video showing, covering Fano festival for the last three 
years.  Once again the event is sponsored by High Jinx of Gloucester. 
 
The flying site, Tewkesbury school playing fields, Ashchurch Road, Tewkesbury is adjacent to junction 9 of the M5 
and we have access from 6:00 on 26th until 12:00 on the 30th.  Camping is on site at £2.50 per night, £9 for the 
weekend.  Toilets and showers are available.  The Buttyman will be providing daily nourishment and an evening 
meal at reasonable cost.  Any enquiries please contact Neville Wing, 9 Howard Road, Tewkesbury, Glos.  Tel 
01684 295132. 
 
Basingstoke Kite Festival 3rd & 4th June 2000 
 
Once again this year we had a really good festival. Big Thanks to all our Guests and to everyone who made the 
journey. 
Highlight for me was the 17 person mega team to finish with.  Anyway the dates for next year are the 3rd & 4th 
June 2000. and yes there will be an Evening bash and  camping.  Al Cosgrove - Basingstoke Festival Co-
ordinator   
 
The East Coast Kite Festival, 10th & 11th June 
 
Full details are yet to be confirmed. But this event is being organised by Force Nine Kites and will take place at 
Dovercourt, Essex.  In the meantime contact Michael Howard at 01255 221059 for any information. 



I MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION I 2 

The Kite Society of Great Britain was founded in 1979 and, since then, has grown to be recognised as the 
leading organisation for kite flying in Great Britain with over 3500 members worldwide. 

The main vehicle of communication between members is the quarterly publication 'THE KITEFLIER' . 
'THE KITEFLIER' is published in January, April, July and October of every year. 'THE KITEFLIER' 
contains news of forthcoming kite festivals, kite retailer news, kite plans, kite group news and a 
comprehensive events list. 

In addition the Kite Society organises kite meetings where guest speakers are invited to talk about their 
specialist area of kite making and flying . 

Other benefits of membership include free, or reduced, entry into selected kite festivals in the U.K., special 
parking arrangements where possible, discount - from 5% to 15% - on all kite purchases from the majority 
of kite retailers in the U.K. 

A membership ' year' runs for four issues of 'THE KITEFLIER' . plus other occasional mailings. Each 
member receives a membership card entitling them to free entry and discount. 

If you wish to join The Kite Society please fill in the form below and send it, with your payment, to the 
address shown. All cheques, postal orders and money orders should be made payable to 'The Kite 
Society' and, for overseas members, should be drawable in the U.K. and be in sterling. 

Membership Type Fee 

Individual £10.00 

Family - all members in the same household. £11.00 

O.A.P. £8.00 

O.A.P. - Family (Husband & Wife) £9.00 

Overseas - Europe and Surface Mail £1 2.00 

Overseas - Airmail £16.00 

Name Family Members 

Address ------------------

Post Code Telephone 

• This is a RENEWAL/NEW MEMBERSHIP. For renewals please give old membership number. 
·New members please state which issue your membership should start with- JANUARY/APRIL/JULY/OCTOBER. 

Pease send this form with payment to: 
The Kite Society, P.O. Box 2274, Gt Horkesley, Colchester C06 4AY 



The Extra Newsletter Of The Midlands Kite Fliers 

One of Our New Club Kites Sandy the Frogman 
Evades the Sharks at Coventry Kite Festival 

Photo by Ian Vesty 
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lt's happened to me once, in the 6 years that I've 
been buggying , and it was a hell of a surprise ! 

What am I talking about ? An 'Out Of Buggy 
Experience' ! ! ! ! 

These are the 'incidents' that could be called the 
x-files of buggying ! 

We've all fallen out, been pulled out, or just plain 
wiped out, but these 'incidents' fall under the heading of 
weird and spooky. ! 

This is what happened to me. I was buggying in 
a field that I used regularly, on my own. I was flying an 
Elliot Sigma 5 meter 2 line, and having a great time as 
it was good and breezy. I felt a change in the wind , and 
I looked over my shoulder to see some heavy grey 
clouds scudding my way! 

I didn't want to land my kite, so I parked it 
overhead, in the 'neutral zone', and sat in my buggy 
waiting for the squall to pass. 

My next memory is that of looking down at my 
buggy, from a height of approx 15 feet, and wondering 
"what the hell is going on" ????? 

By this time I was a good 50 yards down wind , 
and was catching on fast that I was flying . This was no 
time to let go!!!!!! 

Before having time to think, I hit the ground, like 
a sack of potatoes. 

Dazed and confused, I lay there for a second, 
waiting for the pain. lt didn't arrive, so I started to sit up, 
still no pain , so I got up and looked around to orientate 
myself. 

I was now 75 yards downwind, from my buggy, 
all in one piece with no pain , with my line straps still 
around my wrists , and at that moment I hadn't got a clue 
how I'd got there???? 

This is what I later called , an 'out of buggy 
experience', and after talking to my friends and other 
buggyers, I was not alone. 

Andy Sands had a weird OOBE at Berrow, the 
British Buggy Club's week long Annual Bash, a couple 
of years ago. 

That day the wind was 0-2 mph, and most folks 
were sitting it out and having a rest. Andy decided to 
take out a 10 meter Peel, I think it was Mike Shaw's, 
and slowly set off down the beach. 

Some time had passed before we wondered 
were Andy was. He was found in a pretty shaken state , 
but without much damage, way down the beach .. 
Back at camp he told his weird tale. 

There was barely any wind , and he was just 
trying to get back to camp, when he ran into a powerful 
updraught. Before he could say, " Whoa !", he was up 
and away, and with a 10 metre Peel , he was 
Paragliding, trying to get out of the Thermal. 

He was as white as a sheet, and I can believe 
it when he said that he was up at least 30-40 feet , 
before he managed to steer out and started to plummet 
back to the sand. 

The folks who have told me about their OOBEs, 
have all been flying 2-liners, and it became quite 
obvious that there is no real 'power free zone' for 2-
liners If the wind blows hard enough, your gonna fly!!!! 

If you've had an 'Out Of Buggy Experience' 
please get in touch , as I'm thinking of putting a 
collection of OOBEs together. Thanks. 

Steve Wait Webb,waltweb@lineone.net 
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