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Soaring Stones: How a Backyard Scientist 
and Her Kite-powered Pyramid Theory Took 
on· the World of Egyptology 
List Price: £18.99 
Hardcover: 320 pages (1 November, 2002) 
Publisher: National Geographic Books; ISBN : 
0792269179 

Synopsis 
Dr. Maureen Clemmons' theory is that Egyptians built 
the pyramids using kite power instead of brute 
strength, as is commonly accepted. Dan Cray, science 
writer for Time magazine, initially thinks she is a 
crazy, but agrees to listen to her ideas. After all, this is 
a woman with no scientific credentials whatsoever, 
claiming she has solved the mystery of how the pyra­
mids were constructed - with kites, no less. 

As part of her research, Clemmons discovers a wing 
pattern, resembling no living bird, in bas-relief on a 
frieze, with several men below holding what look like 
ropes. Many of the birds are holding an ankh, the 
Egyptian hieroglyph generally thought to symbolize 
life. Clemmons discovers after purchasing a large 
ankh, that it is the perfect tool for controlling rope, the 
ancient equivalent of a rock-climber's safety karabiner. 
Upon consultation with construction experts, Clem­
mons discovers that the sceptres depicted in Egyptian 
art can also double as levers for lifting stones. But this 

Newish Kite Book From Finland 
Softcover, 128 pp., 5-1/4" x 8", approx: £17.00. 
ISBN 951-98450-0-3 

In his self-published book Better Kites ,Marten 
Bondestam explains the entire world of kiting in 
the most charming way. Starting with simple 
kites and the family 's role in the sport, he cov­
ers the whole field-kites for beginners, for youth 
groups, for light winds, giant kites, fantasies, 
mighty machines, stunters, dancing kites, 
poetic kites, miniatures, art kites, sky circus 
marionettes, easily made but huge kites. More 
than 90 of them all told. History, inventions, 
high-altitude flying, night shows, mental therapy, 
ecology, clear explanations of flight principles, 
festivals, aerial theatre-not much is missed. 

There are hundreds of high quality photographs 
and drawings, and the pages of the little 128-
page volume seem to turn by themselves. 

The writing is intelligent, brief, amusing. Al­
though in English , the book includes short sec­
tions in Finnish, partly to show to the world, 

The Kiteflier, Issue 93 

Book News 

is all circumstantial evidence. 

The real test is to try it out in the field. On December 
10, 2000, Clemmons successfully moves a 400-pound 
obelisk in front of Fox cameras. Cray begins his inves­
tigation of the merits of her theories and discovers his­
torians~ Egyptologists, and aeronautics engineers not 
only think Clemmons' concept is preposterous, they 
don't even want to be quoted talking about it for fear 
their peers and research sponsors will associate them 
with the theory (thus threatening research grants). 

It's the hint of back-door politics and procedures 
within scientific circles that keeps Cray interested. 
They seem unable to articulate exactly why the kite 
theory is incorrect, other than to say that kites have 
never been found at Egyptian archaeological sites - a 
dubious argument since the linen and other light­
weight materials are unlikely to have survived 5,000 
years. 

The last chapter will cover the ultimate field test, sum­
mer 2002 in Egypt, to move a 40-ton obelisk using 
materials the ancient Egyptians had access t o such as 
papyrus, hemp, and linen. The success of th is test will 
prove that the Egyptians could have used the wind in­
stead of brute strength to build the pyramids, and that 
you don't need a degree in science to be a damn good 
sCientist 

probably, what a beautiful language this t ongue 
must be. The Better Kites of the title, as an 
example, is Parempia leijoja in Finnish. Rolls off 
the tongue! 

Photos, drawings, text, layout, constructions, and 
translation were all done by Bondestam himself, 
clearly a latter day Renaissance man. 

Issued in 2000 in Hel­
sinki, Better Kites is 
available from the au­
thor at mabon@dlc.fi. 
The author 's home 
web page is www.dlc. 
fi/ IV m a bon . 

This is one of the rec­
ommended books 
from George Webster 
in his various articles 
for the magazine. 



Essentials for your 2003 Kitebag 
Inflatable kite sculptures from Jim Rowlands 

Clown 3. 5 metres 
£150 

Midi frog 4 metres 
-Custom made in selected colours £150 

lnflight Kites and Vtflndsocks Normanby Park Workshops Normanby Road Scunthorpe DN 15 BQZ 
Tel 01724 280307 e-mail sales@inflightkites.co.uk 

More information about Inflight products may be found at www.inflightkites .co.uk and www.skynasoars.co. ,uk 

For more Informa­
tion and dozens more 

of inspired and un­
usual designs of kites, 

banners and wind-

socks, visit WWW. 

skyblooms.co.uk 

~malt (30cm) - £5.5~ 
,....._ ••. 'I'Juoee.. species, Eaapewoa"1 

Please make cheques payable 
to Gill Bloom. 

Gill Bloom eo/The Kite Society 
Po Box 2274 

Gt Horkesley, Colchester 
C064AY 

01206271489 
Email gill@skyblooms.co.uk 

Jacll:ass aad RociE •op- ...-..--
pew. Please specify yo ... 
claolce ••- oa'deda.g. 
AD a ....... eoaae eoaa­

plete witla pole. 
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Bedford Kite Festival-28th & 
29th June 2003 

Andy Pidgen has written to in­
form us that he has moved 
from Cleethorpes to take up a 
new post as Events and Mar­
keting Manager of Bedford Bor­
ough Council. 

As part of this role his is look­
ing to stage an International 
kite festival on the above dates 
at Russell Park in Bedford. His 
intention is to stage and· run 
the event in line with the festi­
val in Cleethorpes. Camping 
will be available within a 10 
minute walk of the site and 
there is plenty of accommoda­
tion available in the area. 

If you want more information­
or to be added to the mailing 
list contact Andy at: 

Events and Marketing Section, 
Bedford Corn Exchange, St 
Paul's Square, Bedford MK40 
1SL. 

Tel: 01234 344813 

river.festival@bedford. 
btinternet.com 

First Radio? 

Wanted: I am a boomerang 
thrower and trying to track down 
any last remaining stocks of a 
type of boomerang that is ex­
tremely useful to sport boomer­
ang enthusiasts. I had thought 
that Kite sellers might have 
bought some and kept them in 
their garage. Good prices can be 
had for these: Eric Darnell 
NightGiow Trifly boomerangs. 
They are off-white in colour. The 
normal Trifly's are ten-a-penny 
but the original Nightglows are a 
bit more special in the right per-

It's that time again! So, where 
were all the UK OSOW events this 
year then? I'd love to include 
yours at www.osow.org.uk (both 
event and results) so if you are 
involved in an osow event please 
ensure that I know about it 
pronto. 

It's totally free advertising for 
your event (and you don't get 
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sons hands. If you have any 
please contact me. Mark Holman­
Lisney. 
Email: Mark_and_annie@yahoo. 
co.uk 

For Sale: WINBAG kit - possibly 
the last unused Winbag in the 
country (world?). Never assem­
bled. £100 plus P&P. 

Contact: Paul Carline on 01968-
661-448 or paul.carline@ntlworld. 
corn. 

One Sky One World 

much of that nowadays!). 

Please send info to jim@osow.org. 
uk as soon as pos - time is short! 

(If "OSOW" means little I nothing 
to you - have a look at the above 
site!) 

Jim Cronin 

The first person who succeeded in transmitting municated over a distance of 3-miles (5-km). 
through air was apparently Dr. Mahlon Loomis, a 
dentist from Idaho. The apparatus used by Mahlon Loomis was very sim-

ple, and could be duplicated by any high school 
At the close of the . American Civil War in 1865, he physics class. 
flew two kites, carrying wires, from mountain tops 

· 14-miles (23-km) apart. Many of his experiments He established two stations on separate mountains 
took place in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia. 18 to 20 miles apart. At each station was a galvono­
The wire from one kite was attached to ground meter, a kite, a 5-inch square grid of fine copper 
through a telegraph key; the other kite-wire was wire gauze, and 600' of copper wire to fly the kite 
grounded through a galvanometer that could meas- with. 
ure very small currents. When he operated the key, 
detectable changes of current occurred in the other The people conducting the experiment with Loomis 
kite wire. had their watches set, and at predetermined inter-

vals they grounded the wire which ran through the 
He was granted a patent on his system in 1872, but galvanometer to the kite, causing the other instru­
no known attempt was made to make use of the ment on the opposit-e mountain to register. The ex­
phenomenon commercially. Interestingly, the experi- periment was repeated several times, causing the 
ment was duplicated 44 years later in London where, needles on the galvanometers to deflect every time 
during a hailstorm, experimenters successfully corn- the circuit was completed. 



The Gibson Girl Transmitter and Kite 
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The following extracts are reproduced with 
permission of the author Louis Meulstee from 
his article Saved by Radio, Evolution in Air-
Sea Rescue radio communications.  Addi-
tional research by G & J Bloom.  
 
Introduction. 
 
Some time ago I received a reprint from a 
war time article ‘German Dinghy Transmit-
ters’ which was a welcome addition to a 
manuscript on Air-Sea Rescue for which I 
had started collecting material quite a while 
ago.  During my time in service I had been 
fascinated by the peculiar shape of the US 
manufactured AN/CRT 3, affectionately 
named ‘Gibson Girl’.  I later learned that its 
primary design came from war time Ger-
many. 
 
Emergency transmitters enabled ditched air 
crews to communicate their whereabouts op-
erating on a frequency of 500 kHz (and in 
some models also in the short wave band), 
used by international radio alarm signals. By 
using direction finding equipment, a rescue 

party could take bearings of the distress sig-
nals and determine their location or just 
'home' on the signal by the rescue aircraft 
radio compass. 
 
 
Air-Sea Rescue. 
 
In the early days of long distance and over-
seas flying, a crude form of emergency radio 
was sometimes provided. Such aircraft car-
ried emergency transmitters operating on 
long wave or short wave (depending on the 
flight) which were powered by dry batteries. 
It was not until 1941 that the German 
'Luftwaffe' introduced an ingenious emer-
gency transmitter, designed by the German 
firm Fieseke & Höpfner. It was completely 
self contained, buoyant, practically water-
proof, small and powered by an internal 
hand driven generator.  
 
Notsender NS2 
 
The complete set, known as NSG2, for Not 
Sende Gerät 2, (Emergency Transmitter 
equipment, type 2) consisted of two parts: 

German NS2 Developed in 1940. 
Collection Arthur Bauer, Diemen, Holland. 

German version of the rescue kite recovered from a crashed 
JU88 and still flight worthy—the spars have been replaced. 



the NS2 transmitter container and the acces-
sories container, usually stowed loose in the 
aircraft and attached to a rubber dingy. Both 
containers were made of a light alloy. The 
accessories container held a kite, two bal-
loons with filling tubes, two hydrogen gen-
erators and an instruction handbook, to-
gether weighing 29 lb.  The range over sea 
was given as approximately 200 miles. 
Power was derived from a hand generator, 
with the handle fitted on top of the transmit-
ter case. The transmitter had a quite unique 
ergonomic shape. When used it was held be-
tween the operator's legs, giving the impres-
sion of grinding coffee in an old fashioned 
hand grinder.  
 
Kite and Balloon Aerial 
 
The set operated on the international dis-
tress frequency of 500 kHz (600 metres). To 
obtain a good range it needed a long-wire 
aerial of reasonable length. This was nor-
mally provided by attaching the aerial, 260 
feet of stainless steel wire, to a box kite. It 
was reeled out by a unit mounted on the 
front panel of the set.  

 

The earth, consisting of 10 feet of stainless 
steel wire terminated to a sinker, was low-
ered over the side of the dinghy into the sea. 
When lack of wind (less than 13 mph) did 
not permit the use of a kite, a 3ft balloon 
was inflated by a hydrogen generator, a tin 
can with a separate inflation tube. When 
opened, hydrogen was generated by chemi-
cal solid (lithium hydride or calcium hydride) 
coming into contact with water. An insulated 
grip on the inflation tube provided protection 
to the hand as considerable heat was gen-
erated during this process.  
 
Notsender NS1 
 
The NS2 were not the first Luftwaffe dinghy 
transmitters, as prior World War 2 (and re-
corded to be used also during the war) 
emergency transmitter set type NSG1 had 
been developed. The transmitter part of this 
set, Not Sender NS1 was originally part of a 
Lufthansa 'Kleinstation' developed in the mid 
1930s as an aircraft station, but later exclu-
sively used for emergency communications. 
The NSG1 was really a makeshift solution for 
long range aircraft, to be replaced ultimately 
by NSG2. It operated on a frequency of 500 
kHz and was powered by dry HT batteries 
and an LT accumulator. Transmission (CW 
only) was automatic SOS, followed by a long 
dash, operated by a small motor, or alterna-
tively hand keyed Morse.  
 
Bulky and Awkward 
 
The NS1 transmitter was mounted in a bulky 
weatherproof case painted bright yellow and 
weighed 50 lb. The aerial consisted of five 
sections of aluminium tube to give a 17ft 
vertical rod, provided with a capacitive 
'umbrella' top. This awkward and rather un-
stable construction was mounted on top of 
the transmitter box and supported with four 
guys. An alternative aerial, 165 feet of 
stainless steel wire wound on a reel in the 
transmitter, could be flown on a box kite.  
 

The Gibson Girl Transmitter and Kite 
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British Type 33 dinghy transmitter, used in RAF 
bomber and reconnaissance aircraft during 
WWII.  The case did not have the peculiar  shape 
but external pads were used instead. 
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Captured 
 
In 1941 the British captured an NSG2 in the 
English Channel which formed the basis for a 
similar set. Very little redesign led to 'Dinghy 
Transmitter T-1333', carried in RAF aircraft 
of Bomber and Coastal Command. Strangely, 
the British did not copy the special shaped 
container but used pads, mounted on the 
side of the set for this purpose.  When the 

circuit diagrams are compared with the orig i-
nal German NS2 it is apparent that the cir-
cuit was copied by the British without many 
changes.  Even the interrupter and the selec-
tor system was copied, the main difference 
being the use of another type of oscillating 
circuit. 
 
Rocket Launched Kite 
 
An interesting feature of the British dinghy 
transmitter was the aerial 
was supported by a box 
kite which was launched 
into the air by means of a 
rocket fired from a Verey 
pistol. The kite, folded up 
and contained in a case, 
is drawn up by the 
rocket, and when it 
reaches its height deter-
mined by the length of 
attached line (200 feet) it 
is stripped of its case and 
opens automatically. In a 
wind of 6 mph or over it 
will remain aloft. The ae-
rial wire was then at-
tached to the line and the 
kite allowed to rise, car-
rying the aerial to the 
requisite height of 208 
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Firing rocket connected to kite from dinghy. 

USA manufactured dinghy transmitter BC-778 (part of 
SCR-578) was a copy of the NS2, though internally it dif-
fered considerably.  On top of the set a generator speed 
indicator light and aerial tuning indicator were mounted 
within sight of the operator. 

Grasping the trans-
mitter between  the 
knees! 



feet. Both rocket and case fell away. The ae-
rial wire is then connected to the kite line 
and paid out by unreeling the winch handle. 
 
USA 
 
In mid-1941 another captured NSG2 set, to-
gether with development specifications, was 
taken with a military mission visiting the 
USA. One of their assignments was to seek a 
North American manufacturer for this set as 
the British did not had the capacity to pro-
duce such a set in very great numbers. Ben-
dix Aviation Limited was approached and af-
ter the US Army and Navy became inter-
ested it was suggested that a joint Allied 
dinghy set be developed. When the US be-
came directly involved in the war, the de-
mand was speeded-up and an initial order 
for 11,600 sets was placed to be delivered 
'...as soon as humanly possible...' The first 
sets were delivered in the last week of May 
1942, initially by Bendix but later also as-
sembled by a number of other contractors. 
 
 

Superior 
 
The mechanical construction of the US ver-
sion known as SCR-578, not much later af-
fectionately called 'Gibson Girl', a name 
taken from the narrow-waisted female draw-
ings of 1890s fashion artist Charles Gibson, 
was superior to both German and British 
predecessors. It was manufactured in far 
greater numbers and remained in use and 
production long after World War 2.  
 
The set consisted of BC-778 transmitter unit 
and a number of accessories, (such as kite 
aerial, balloons with hydrogen generators) 
weighing 34 lb. Painted the usual bright yel-
low, it was completely packed in a single 
padded yellow canvas bag. The initial ver-
sions used two bags, the set proper and an 
accessories bag). When required for use, it 
was normally thrown from the ditched air-
craft into the sea, along with the dinghy. It 
could also be dropped by a parachute, which 
was part of the set. 

A kite from the Air-Sea rescue kit.  
Known to most kite fliers as the Gibson 
Girl it was, in fact the transmitter that 
the name belonged to.  This is probably 
an American version. 

The Gibson Girl Transmitter and Kite 

The Kiteflier, Issue 93 

Youth in bloom was personified by 
the ‘Gibson Girl’, created by Charles 
Dana Gibson, most famous artist and 
cartoonist of the late 1880’s and 
early 1890’s.  Every young girl tried 
to look as much like his drawings as 
Nature would permit. 

Close up of the cross spars ‘umbrella’ fitting.    
The entire kit fits in a yellow bag containing: 
a metal-frame box kite that folds up like an 
umbrella; a radio, with wire antenna to be 
attached to the kite; two spools of spare 
wire; a balloon, for use without wind; a can 
containing some sort of hydrogen generator 
for filling it; the two metal tubes may be 
used in the inflation process; some sort of 
wrench; a strobe light . 
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More on the ‘Gibson Girl’.   
 
‘Radio Age’ ran a story on the ‘Gibson Girl’ in 
1984 which reprinted a wartime advertising 
picture showing airmen in a life raft using 
the set.  Its’ caption was ‘From our laborato-
ries come weapons that will spell disaster to 
[the] Axis’.  Note there’s an ironic state-
ment, considering where the original design 
came from! 
 
The following report is from the 39th Bomber 

Group veterans Association web page.  
 
Report by S/Sgt James Schwoegler,  Radio 
Operator 39th Bomb Group (VH) Crew 30. 
 
The plane made it out over the ocean, but 
then the third engine's propeller broke off, 
slicing the plane's fuselage from the middle 
to the top and cutting the control the plane's 
fourth engine. They had only one working 
engine left. 
 
The pilot made the decision for the crew to 
bail out, and it was Schwoegler's job to radio 
in their location. They planned to ditch near 
a location code named "Lot's Wife," which 
was actually named Sofugan, described by 
Schwoegler as "a rock sticking out of the 
ocean."  
 
The crew began to jump out of the airplane 
through a hatch leading to the landing wheel 

well in the nose. The problem for Schwoegler 
was that lifting the door to the wheel well 
blocked him in the radio area. After the rest 
of the crew had jumped out, Schwoegler 
closed the hatch door so he could get 
through, much to the pilot's surprise. "The 
pilot said 'Jim, get the hell out!'"  
 
Schwoegler managed to swim to the surface 
where he attempted to inflate a lifeboat that 
was part of his gear. "I pulled it open and 
nothing.," he said. Fortunately he was able 
to manipulate the CO2 cartridge that inflated 
his raft and get it to work. The plane's crew 
was spread over a broad area, but thanks to 
Schwoegler's signal a B-17 rescue plane was 
able to locate the crew and drop them a Hig-
gins lifeboat with food and medical  supplies.  
 
Safe in the lifeboat, the ordeal of the 10 sur-
vivors was not over. "The morning brought 
so much fog, you couldn't see from here to 
the next house," Schwoegler explained. This 
hampered rescue efforts and forced the crew 
to use a "Gibson Girl," a shapely radio de-
signed to be held between the legs and oper-
ated with a crank. When cranked, the radio 
sent out a constant S.O.S. To send the sig-
nal, an antenna was raised on a kite. As the 
radioman, the job of cranking  fell to 
Schwoegler. "I don't know how long I 
cranked," he said. "I was real disappointed 
no one volunteered to take it except the 
navigator." His efforts bore fruit in the form 
of a submarine. "Is it Japanese or Ameri-
can?" Schwoegler wondered. "Then I saw a 
guy with a flaming red beard and I knew it 
was an American. It was the best sight I 
ever saw."  
 
He still has the kite antenna that led the res-
cuers to them, but he accidentally left 
the "Gibson Girl" on the first sub when they 
transferred. "The (sub crew) loved having 
us," Schwoegler recalled. "They gave up 
their bunks and everything. The first night 
(aboard) we ate chicken and steak. We had-
n't eaten like that in a while."  

This depicts the launching of the kite from the dinghy—it is 
NOT a photo of the above story! 
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MISSIOn ImPOSSIBlE 
lt always happens 2 events one day, 
but for once this was possible. Both 
were only for a couple of hours each, 
and a few miles from each other in 
the same direction. The 1st was for 
West Sussex County Council putting 
on a display of Kite flying to help 
launch a seminar following the 
council getting the Kite Mark for 
Childcare in the area. I phoned and 
checked out the site and was told that 
there was an area of 2 football 
pitches where we could fly, sounded 
fine. I made a few phone calls and 
yes the normal crew could do it, so it 
was on. Letters I a-mails were sent 
out to all members letting them know 
the time and place of the event and 
we were hoping for a good turn out, 
but I heard from no-one extra about 
coming along, could that be because 
England got through to the second 
round of the world cup or just apathy. 
On the day, I met up in a lay-by with 
Peter Linnel, Paul Hill and his clan 
and headed off towards Binsbury 
College, Pulborough. On arrival we 
found Dave McArthur already there 
and Alan Outram and Danny Steer 
soon followed . Sure enough there 
were 2 football pitches at the college 
where we could have flown, but these 
were the other side of a golf course 
and no where near where the council 
wanted us to fly. We were asked to fly 
in a small gravel car park about 1 00' 
x 1 00' with trees to 2 sides and a 
building on one other, The golf course 
was down wind with barbed wire 
fencing stopping you getting on to it 

on the last side. Not a problem we 
can fly anywhere after all. 1st up was 
my serpent delta with line junk 
including my small Teddy Bear (Ray 
Oakhill would have been proud, he 
says I never have enough line junk on 
my lines). Peter put up his roller next 
followed by Dave's serpent delta, 
Alan's Jimmy Pentagon, Corinne's 
Magician and Paul's Diamond kite, 
even Charlotte flew a small swift bird 
kite. The Magician kite landed on the 
roof but was soon retrieved from the 
other side of the building where it 
finally fell . The council were very 
pleased and may well ask us to do 
other events, but at least they have 
more of an idea to the area we need 
now. The second event, I knew the 
site well, this was a small playing field 
with trees all around, but as I knew 
the organisers and one of the 
sponsors (a local mushroom farm) , 
who we have had some sponsorship 
from in the past. So I said yes. We 
arrived at about 1.30pm and found 
ourselves an area where we could fly 
again, very small. Up went the teddy 
and a loud cheer came from the beer 
tent, however it was not for the teddy 
it was for England who had just 
scored it's 1st goal against Denmark. 
As we waited more and more stalls 
turned up and as normal the wind 
was up and down. We eventually had 
to take the Teddy bear down after a 
few hours as it kept coming down on 
a man doing wood sculptures with a 
chain saw, not good for safety really. 
Other kites were put up, we even tried 

Dave (you want how much} McArthur 

& r1v1nG 
an arena display, with no wind and 
not enough room to fly, it was next to 
impossible. Well we were there to put 
on a disply, so not only did we fly kites 
Brighton Kite Flyers now include a 
Tug-of-war team. We did not win so 
more practice with kite lines and the 
teady bear is needed. 
At the end of the day off we went 
mushrooms in hand. All in all a good 
day was had by everyone who turned 
up. If we can fly at these two venues 
there must be no where we can't fly. 

Simon Hennessey 

n I Y I 
& Ill I 

l l I 
PIES 

I would like to say a big thank you to 
all those who took part in the Mince 
Pie event at Brighton Kite Festival. 
We are proud to send a cheque off 
for £52.70 in aid of Cancer research. 



Ocklyn9e School. 
On 8th of May 2002, I received this 
email :-

Dear Pete, 

We are considering running a design 
technology 'kite making' workshop for 
our Yr 4 (9 year old) children at 
school (Eastbourne) . Would 
somebody who knows about kites be 
able to come and talk to the children 
about simple kite making (or kite 
flying, anything to get them really 
motivated)? We will be running the 
activity during the week 27-31 May; 
so early that week would be terrific 

I look forward to hearing from you. 
Laurie Overneli. 

I immediately responded and on the 
morning of Friday 24th of May duly 
set off for the school, I could not help 
wondering just what I had let myself 
in for, talking to over two hundred 9 
year old children. 
I eventually arrived at the school and 
was given a warm reception by Laurie 
Overnell, who had instigated the visit, 
and the head of year Barbara 
Robertson. I was led into a large hall, 
and promptly set about the task of 
assembling a variety of kites all 
around the perimeter of the hall, a 
task I was still performing when I 
heard the first Oo's and Ah's as the 
children filed into the hall, and 
observed the kites. 

Once the children were all in, and qui­
etly sitting on the floor, I was duly 
introduced to them. I must say any 
fears or doubts I had were totally 
unfounded, the children behaved 
impeccably and were a credit to the 
school and the staff. 
After giving a brief history of the kite 
and its origins, there followed a brisk 
discussion with the children , I was 
quite surprised by the children's 
knowledge of kites, as I'm sure, were 
some of the teachers. 
I was quite sorry to leave, it was all 
over so quickly and the children were 
so enthusiastic. 
I said my farewell and returned to 
Brighton, with a great sense of 
satisfaction that it had all gone so 
well . 
During the week I thought it would be 
nice to return to the school and see 
the results of the children's efforts at 
kite making, I made a few calls and 
arranged to return with a surprise for 
the children . 
On Friday morning 31st May, I met up 
with Simon Hennessey, Ray Oakhill 
and my friend Elsie Barnard and off 
we went to Ocklinge School, we 
arrived at approximately 10. 45 am 
and duly signed in. We were directed 
to the playing field at the rear of the 
school where several activities were 
in full swing. We made our way 
around the edge of the field, and 
having established wind direction 
took up position at the far end. 
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Having secured a line to the rear of 
Simon's Espace, we duly launched 
the club's 40ft.Teddy. and Simon's 
large doughnut, I think at that point all 
other school activities came to a halt! 
Within a short time the edge of the 
field was filled with children all eager 
to fly their creations, so Teddy and 
doughnut were put away, and the 
children were soon all running up and 
down, it was an impressive sight and 
I'm sure with a little further guidance 
they will all be up and flying high in no 
time at all . 
Well Done to all who participated in 
making it a week to remember, and 
thanks again for inviting the B.K.F. to 
get involved Pete. 

Peter J. Linnell 

IDIRE IS A 
PinT 
Just to say a huge 'thank you' to the 
BKF for the superb pewter tankard, 
that was presented to me at this 
year's Brighton Kite Fest. lt was 
a complete, and very touching, 
surprise and no more perfect a gift 
could have been chosen - so a 
special thanks must go to whoever 
came up with the idea. lt's beautifully 
engraved with the BKF logo and the 
words 'For Keeping Aerodyne Flying', 
and I can assure you that it will be 
very well used - in fact it's brimming 
with Fuller's 'Organic Honey Dew Ale' 
at this very moment, but not for 
long .. . cheers! 

Toady Oakhill 

*OK, so it's really half a litre - but that 
doesn't have quite the same ring to it! 

no Article 
too 1mall 
Brighton Kite Festival 
"Great" 

Andrew Beatie 



























THREE CHEERS FOR GOOD OLD PROFESSOR BALDWIN, AND THOSE HAPLESS DOLLS ..... . 

THIS WANTS SOME BELEIVING ... IT APPEARS THAT THE TORNADO TEDS,HAVING TIRED OF 
TERRORISI NG POOR OLD JOHN THORNTON,HAVE DECIDED TO GO FOR SOME KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
BOOK VARIETY, YOO WOT 1 THEY'VE EVEN PERUSED THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF E .H. SHEPARD WHO 
WAS THE ILLUSTRATOR OF THE ORIGINAL WINNIE THE POOH BOOKS. 

The Tornado Teds came across the following episode from Shepards 
childhood, and what you must remember is this was round 
about 1886 or 1887, well before our Ted ancestors were even 

a gleam in the eyes of Mr and Mrs Michtom. 

WE QUOTE ... Th e hall of our house paved with tiles and 
the was of stone with iron banisters. It .was wide 
enough for us to play our game of Parachute desce-

nts. Thi s pastime had been a craze with Cyri l and me ever since 
we had been taken to the Crystal and had seen a certain 
Professor Baldwin make the perilous descent by Parachute from the 
main transept. 

Lit up by limelights and by the din of brass band 
and the thunder of drums, he had sailed majetically, to 
arrive in the arena in tights and spangles, and to bow his 
thanks to the delighted audience. 

When we came home, we set about emulating him, but wisely 
decided to try the experiment first with Ethels dolls. 

'With the hapless doll 
attached' 

Ethel was older than we were and h er intrest in dolls was waning s o she 
took the conscription of her dolls in good part. 

This was fortunate for the casulty list was very high. Woe betide the 
victi m if her head was made of c hina or wax! We soon found that an umbre­

'Sailed majestically ll a was o f 1 it t 1 e use as a P a r a c hut e as it became u n manage ab 1 e and stuck 
down' in the stairwell . Then we tried handkerchiefs of different types a nd 

sizes, one of which was decorated with a coloured picture of the Professor 
himself. But even these h andkerchiefs were not entirely satifacto r y. 

Poised at the top of the stairs, leaning over the banisters and holding the contraption 
with the hapless doll attached, I would launch it whilst Cyril waited below to avert 
calamity. Th e only doll to survive these escapades was Minna,grubby,tough and made from 
leather. 

As you can see from the above, fauna bombing, though not n eccessarily from kites 
as is our dropniks wont, predates furry wotsits of a Beary persuasion by at least 15 
years, and who knows, probably by a whole lot more. 

PARAS READY TO RESCUE 20,000 BRITS FROM MUGABE ...... . 

Recent newspaper reports indicate that if it does go completely pearshaped inZimbab­
we,it is planned to evacuate the Brits under the protection of a Paratroop security um­
brella . It is reported that the SAS has already recconoitered the ground. Whatever the 
rights and wrongs of the present situatio n,it would be a spectacula r eve nt ind e ed. 

Be that as it may, already there ha s been a crop of the usual letters to the ne ws­
paper editors , yeaing or naying as THEIR FANCY TAKES THEM, and one in particular did 

catch our eye, so much so that its worth printing it here. 
THE LETTER COULD BE ENTITLED •TITTER YE NOT" 

Sir- Talk of pennypinching ar med forces dropping paratroopers in Africa 
reminds me of when I covered the Shaba province rebellion for UPI in May'78. 

[> J When the Zairean government claimed it had dropped 100 paratroops behind the 
rebel lines, I checked with the Belgian Colonel who had been training them. 

(fi He said, " If thats true, they've got 100 dead paratroops, as we have'nt 
s upplied them with Parachutes yet. (Daily Telegr aph) 

Is'nt that typical of Gabby politicians shooting their mouths off before they are in 
full posession of the true facts. 

One things for certaain, wherever they drop Humes, the buggers still dont bounce ..••••. 



PONGY, POSING PENGUIN MENACE KICKS OFF STATES I DE ..• . YOO WOT ... 

DID WE OR DID WE NO T TELL YOU I N THE LAS T 
ISSUE OF R.C . TO KEEP YOUR EYE S PEELED FO R ANY 
SIGNS THAT TH E PONGY, PI -S HEAD PENGUINS POS ING 
AS PARA CHUTI NG POLARBEAR S ON MERSEYSIDE WAS SP­
READING? WELL IT NOW APPE ARS THAT THE PRO BLEM 
HA S NOW KICKED OFF STATESIDE. 

Ernie Fo sseli u s , e r s twhil e crew chief of 
Bear Devils Aerial Circ u s of California, i nf &­
rms u s that t h e a uthor ities Statesi d e are de sp 
erately trying to s uppre ss reports that t h e 
aforesaid Pongy Penguins are s t i ll stormi n g 
aircraft in th e ir eterna l quest to make all 
known sources of the Amber Neck Oil into re pl­
icas of the Sa hara Desert . 

Havi ng pretty well worn out their wel c ome 
at every known wa tering hole on the west c oast, 
the Pongy Ones are getting really desp e ra t e, so 
muc h so that havin g h ear d t h at yo u ca n ge t free 
beer on aircraft, the se notoriou s party h a n igm ­
als are doing their utmost to get on board with 
out p ayi ng for a ticket. 

Thes e events are happening i n s pite o f th e 
i n reased securi t y mea s ures, now in place s tate­
side, at a cost of Billions of Squ id s in Taxpay 
ers Ooll ers . Ernie wonders just how deep i s 
the bottoml ess pit into which all these t ax 
bucks are being s ho velle d, as the securi ty mea 
sures dont see m to be ha vi ng much ef fect. 

The bottom line i s be alert a s Britai n a nd the States need l e rt s to e n sure that this 
ve ry na s ty menace i s curtailed before it get s completely out of hand . Re member t hi s 
you serious boozers,tho se see mingly nic e Parapol arbears you a r e in a drinking s c hool 
wi th in reality are noth i ng but Po ngy Pi ,s h ead Penguins Posing as those aw full y ni ce 
Parapolarb ears , and when i ts their turn for a shout, they di ssappear in a pang o f 
fi sh, h aving drunk your pub dry by poncing pints from mugs lik e yo u ... nuff said . 

REFORMED DRUNK OF THE WEEK????? OOH'ER MISSUS 

A beer loving Bear h as b ee n tricked into going on the wagon after village r s in a 
Bosnian village grew tir e d of hi s " Singing ". 

Th e two year old Bear, na med Mrki by the vi llag ers of Dobratic who had fed h im 
with kit che n scra ps since hunt ers killed hi s mot h er, got a taste for t h e Amber neckoil 
after finding half full ca n s l eft over by the local s. Tadija Sugic, who owns a c offee 
shop in the v illag e said "He was drinking up to 20 cans of beer a d ay , getting re ally 
plastered, then s ta rting to get out of h a nd. So we d ecided to trick h i m with al c oho l 
free be er , and it s worked a treat . He loves it,and is so tame, you ca n sit down with 
him and e n joy a beer with him without f ear ." 

SO AS EVER ITS THE USUAL TO TO - TRE iRATNOT 

Th e Teddytoria l, C/0 Th e Boring Old Fart, who 
does'nt g e t any t h e less boring, at,wait for it 
48 . Laur e l Lane, Wes t Drayton, UB7.7TY, in what 
will fo reve r be ENGLA ND, no matter what the 
Tr aitors have planned, a plague on t h em. 

Heres a little footnote thought. If at the end of 
the fir st century of Teddy Bears, the high est price 
e ver pa id for one was round about £100,000, what 
reckon that will translate to at the e nd of our 
second cent u ry . Its a fair bet that non e of our 
hume s wiil be th e re to see it ,but who knows 
so me of u s may well be,and thats a s cary thought . 
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Kite Event Calendar 
November 2002 

15 Light Up the Sky 2002, various locations. See MKF Extra for Details 

May 2003 

4-5 Weymouth International Beach Kite Festival, Weymouth If he Kite Society 
Beach, Dorset 

4-5 East Yorkshire Garden & Kite Festival, Beverley Racecourse . M.K .F. 

10-11 Swindon Kite Festival, Lydiard Park, Swindon . White Horse Kite Fliers 

17-18 Suffolk Kite Festival, Rougham Airfield, Bury St Edmunds Martin Corrie 

June 2003 

28-29 Bedford International Kite Festival, Bedford. 

28-29 Shrewsbury Kite & Boomerang Festival, Sundorne Playing j @kites- in -shrews bury. co . u k 
Fields, Shrewsbury . 

July 2003 

12 - 13 Brighton Kite Festival, Stanmer Park, Brighton. Simon Hennessey 

27 Petworth Kite Festival, Petworth Park, Sussex Joanna Mersey 

August 2003 

23-25 Portsmouth International Kite Festival, Southsea Common, if he Kite Society 
Hampshire 

Contact Address !Telephone Email 
Kites Up Roy Broadley 01256 8 12487 kites@kitesup .co . uk 
!The Kite Soci- P.O. Box 22 74, Gt Horkes ley, Colchester C06 

01 206 271489 
Events@thekitesociety .org. 

ety 4AY uk 
Scruffs 77 Oxford Street, Pontycymer, Bridgend CF32 

01656 0871871 margam@kiteshops .com 
8DD 

Martin Corrie 01206 299560 
Neil Harvey J 01285 740295 
Simon Henne-

01 273 582309 fSimon@hennesseys.co . uk 
sey 
poanna Mer- Big nor Park , Pulborough, Sussex RH20 1 HG 

01798 869214 
~ey 

Richard 85 Bells Orchard Lane, Wareham , Dorset, BH20 
01929 554690 richard. nou rse@virg in .net 

Nourse 4HP 
Frederic 2 Place de la Mairie, 62170 Saint Aubin, France . 

03 21 89 55 98 
erf. volant@wanadoo . fr 

Pouillaude 
Peter 12 Littlefield, Quedgeley , Glos Gl2 6GZ 

01452 728521 
Paul@gvkf.org .uk 

Whitaker 
Great Ouse Peter West 

01733 269687 !Gokf@btinternet.com 
Kite Fliers 
Michael Lowe f44 Bellemoor Road, Shirley, Southampton, 

02 3 8077 0788 
Hants S015 7QU 

Bryan Cantle 21 Shepherds Close, Cherry Hinton, Cambridge 
CB1 4HP. 

Kite ability f45 Windsor Road, Welwyn, Hertfordshire AL6 
01438 712168 Patnron@kiteability . eo. uk 

9JY 
Joanna Mer- Big nor Park , Pulborough, Sussex RH20 1 HG 

01798 869214 
sey 
M.K.F. Alan Bill, 90 Weybourne Road, Great Barr, Bir-

0121 360 1955 
mingham B44 9DE 

Dunstable 
01582 662779 ~ales@d unstable-kites.co. uk Kites 

White Horse 
P 0 Box 585, Swindon, Wiltshire SN3 4YR 01793 824208 !Cowpat.ed@whkf.org .uk Kite Fliers 

AI Cosgrove IAian.cosgrove@ntlworld.com 
Phil Womack 07957 308734 Fylde@fly. to 
Kreative Kites 01635 528400 kreativ. kites@argonet.co .uk 

Avril Baker 5 Lilymead Avenue, Wells Road, Totterdown, 
0117 977 2002 

Bristol BS4 2BY 

Colin Jepson Fairbourne and Barmouth Steam Railway, Beach 
Road, Fairbourne, Dolgellau, Gweynedd, LL38 2Z 

Richard 85 Bells Orchard Lane, Wareham, Dorset BH20 
01929 554690 Richard .nou rse@virgin . net Nourse 4HP 

Malcolm 
134 Thames Road, Billingham, TS22 SEX 01642 550827 ~hekiteman@ntlworld .eo m Good man 
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