






































































Fig 1 

Fig 2 

Hi Lloyd 

Middle links 
You can have as many of these as you want. You will require the 
following parts Part A x 4 , Part C x1 & Part B x2 per link. (1) Sew 
the 4 (A)'s of this link to the (A)'s of the previous link. Overlap them 
by 24cm ( 2 units ) so the (A)'s start where the (D) of the previous 
link ends ensures the hems are on the inside. (2) Add the outside 
strip (C). Its middle corresponds to the middle of the ends of part 
(D) from the previous link. Start by sewing the top of (C) to one end 
of the (D) from the previous link. Then sew the top of (C) on to the 
two corresponding (A)'s. Repeat with the other end of the (D) and 
the lower (A)'s, onto the bottom of (C). Turning the link inside out 
helps, ensure that all the seams will end up on the inside. (3) Sew 
the 2 ends of the (C) of the previous link together. (4) Now add the 
2 (B)c s, each connect to the middle of 2(a)'s and the (C) of the 
previous link, you will need to turn it inside out for parts of this. 

First link 
You will require the following Part A x4 , Part C x1 , Part B x2 and a 
piece of gauze. This is made in the same way as normal links, ex­
cept the outside strip (C) has a piece of gauze, placed to allow the 
air in the front of the link. You also have to add some loops or eye­
lets to attach the four leg bridle 4 x 80cm bridle line (anything 
you've got left over, the tail doesn't have too much drag) attach the 
four lines to the first link loops. Then use a swivel to connect to the 
kite or line. 

Finally If you have any problems find me at a festival or a-mail me 
at andrew.batchelor@rca.ac.uk I would especially like to hear of 
any modifications, improvements or ideas for the tail, plans or con­
struction technique. 

Andrew Batchelor (Copyright applied for.) 

Just received the MKF News, as an outsider and a 
member of MKF since 1996 this would be the second 
time I have sent into to the editor. As you may have 
guessed I also belong to Northampton Kite Flyers 
where I have been flying since 1994. 

year, on or as near as possible to the longest day I 
have also made a 2 meter rok plans a help from Pea­
cock Kites a Roller, which I must admit is my Favourite 
a 1.5 rok which has an Indian fighter appliqued on it a 
Barn Door which I have just finished and as yet has not 
taken to the air. 

I know from experience how difficult it is to keep a news 
letter going, so many people like my self welcome their 
news letter coming through the letter box, but I don't 
know wither they have the time or the inclination to give 
the editor a helping hand. 

Well some notes about my self as you can see I started 
kite flying in 1993-4 after moving to Northampton before 
that I used to make free flight model air craft, and like 
so many people have memories of my self and my 2 
brothers being-taken my dad to fly a kite on holiday " 
don't know if he 'Was aware of the height restrictions" 
but it seemed a long way up for a boy of 6 or 7!!. 

Since my conversion to Kite's as my friends in North­
ampton know I am hooked on Indian fighters and fly 
them where ever possible some time in winds that they 
should not be flown in!! I have made a few from Mylar 
but my main stock is from Stafford I think like a lot of 
people that this little kite once mastered is very addic­
tive, and I love to talk to people on a summer evening 
when I fly at my local site at Pitsford Country Park, Oh 
by the way we have a very informal fly in there every 

Last year I made a Columbian Flower but at the present 
I am still un able to stop the tail i.e. stalk from twisting 
up has any one any suggestion??, as an ex aero mod­
eller I get most of my creations to fly Still working on an 
unruly delta but I think I will get there eventually, I don't 
get to many kite festivals go to Peterborough and have 
been to Coventry once but it clashes with the balloon 
festival in Northampton, also like a lot of folk have to 
watch the petrol these days, may try and go to this new 
one at Bedford next year. 

Well Lloyd I hope you can pick something out of my 
rambling's and it will encourage other people to help 
you fill the pages. Happy flying from Northampton, and 
all the best for the new year and perhaps we may meet 
somewhere, look for a fighter and I will be there, there 
may be two in the air the other will be my mate Paul 
Mellows who has helped me a lot thought I would give 
him plug 

Regards 
Nick 



Unattended Kites .... 

I'll admit that on occasion I've been guilty ofleaving a kite unattended for a while- but that doesn ' t alter the fact that it's a 
bad habit, and one which needs to be discouraged. 

• MKF insurance states that members are covered for third-party damage I injury "When flying a kite in a safe manner" (or 
words to that effect). So what comments can you expect when it comes to light that you were not at the end of the line, 
but were in the traders tent buying your next kite I at the other end of the field I in the loo I having 40 winks in your van I 
cooking your dinner? 

• Multi-line kites are frequently left unattended on the ground, their lines pegged down - this is clearly an accident waiting 
to happen. Having a kite in this position is unavoidable at takeoff and landing, but keep it to a minimum and NEVER 
walk away and leave it. If a child runs through your lines, you '11 have a damaged kite and tangled lines - perhaps even an 
injured child and irate parents. You could say that people shouldn't be in the arena I should watch where they are walk­
ing I should control their kids. The fact remains that the accident would not have happened if you had not left "ankle 
height trip wires" stretched across the grass! · 

• An unattended kite (whether in the air or on the ground) is always a "child magnet". On one occasion I arrived just in 
time to prevent a wandering toddler claiming the "pretty orange ball" ("stake in the grass") that was holding the lines of 
two twin-liners. In another few seconds the child would have been in possession of a 12" pointed steel stake, I don't want 
to think about the possible consequences! Then of course there's the problem of two kites, dragging their lines, tumbling 
down the field . . .. 

• At the last Coventry Festival we' d arranged a "Rok fight", which was delayed while people ran around trying to find out 
who owned the single-liners that were flying in the arena. At the same event one of the "Pairs" teams caught the line of a 
tethered kite which had been left too close. Organisers of any event appreciate anyone "decorating the sky", but at times 
the arena needs to be cleared NOW. This can only happen if the owner of every kite is on the end of its line. 

• If you happen to cross lines with another flier it's not normally a major problem, you simply walk towards each other and 
the tangle will sort itself out- if both lines are staked, a cut line is almost inevitable. Having abandoned your single-liner 
in favour of your lunch, who exactly do you expect to sort out the mess? Upon your return, are you justified in complain­
ing that "Some?*?*@*!! has cut my line! ". 

• To decide if a kite is unattended I abandoned I recommend the following test: 
I . Stand near it's ground stake I anchor. 
2. Look around to see if anyone is making any effort to fly, launch or land the beast. 
3. Say in a loud voice "Who Owns This Kite?" 

(Please avoid shouting, kite flying is meant to be a peaceful pastime ;- ) 
I. Wait 20 seconds. 
2. lfno response is forthcoming the kite may reasonably be considered abandoned- it ' s owner clearly having little inter­

est in its welfare. 

• CAA height clearance is generally granted with the proviso that a contact phone number is given to the local air traffic 
office - this may have to be used in an emergency. Don't expect anyone to be too bothered what damage is sustained to 
"abandoned kites" in the process of getting them on the deck in a hurry! 

• A few years ago, at a festival down south, a passing light aircraft had engine failure and was forced to make an emergency 
landing in our flying field. There was no "procedure" for such an eventuality - yet every kite and line, in the sky and on 
the ground, was moved within seconds of the first person noticing the planes predicament and alerting fliers to the danger, 
the field being left clear for the unfortunate pilot. Every kite there had someone in attendance- nuff said .. .. 
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Sixteen years later - Eric Fly's again 
Everybody said it was monster. But I just had to try it. lt 
belongs to the club so it has to be flown I thought. No­
body has flown it for 16 years but hey, it can't be that 
bad. Ummm ... next time anyone hears me saying "why 
don't we just...", please whisper 'Eric' in my ear. 

So what is Eric. Eric is a serpent kite, not just any ser­
pent kite but a VL serpent kite - VERY LARGE! He was 
built by a team induding Bill Souten 
(then secretary to MKF), Don Ec-
deston, Derek Kuhn, Eric Goodyear, 
Norman King, Ken Wakefield and 
Graham Wyle. The head, sparred in 
8 and 10mm fibreglass tube, is 4.5m 
tall, 3tn wide. The tail started life 
500m long and made from dyed red 
Tyvek, but after a dose encounter 
with a caravan, lost some 50m or so. 

lt was completed in May 1986 and 
first flown, I believe, at the 
Knavesmire in June 1986. I under­
stand its last flight was 1987 since 
when it has been in storage, latterly 
with Don Eccleston. 

Its proper name was the Jorvik Vi­
king Centre Serpent Kite and it was 
originally sponsored by the Jorvik 
Centre in York: it carries their logo 
and I have agreed with them that we 
can continue to use it. 

Carolyn and I picked up Eric at last 
year's AGM - and promptly left him 
with Dave Salmon when we realised it wouldn't go in 
the car at the same time as Carolyn, Andy Desadleer 
and I - thanks for coming to the rescue Dave! I picked it 
up earlier this year and it is currently in storage in a 
grain barn at the top of the village. 

I tried to contact members of the original team to invite 
them to join us - unfortunately those I was able to get in 
touch with weren't able to join us. 

We decided to set Sunday 2nd March, on the 
Knavesmire, as Eric's first outing. Carotyn and I got 
there around 10.00 and out came the windmeter- 6mph 
gusting. 18 mph- b**"**r- the book says 10-14 mph. Oh 
well, hope it steadies down. Our helpers arrive - and 
huge thanks to them - and we struggle to haul the ex­
ceedingly heavy tail and all the other bits across the 
field - wind is such that a) we can't use the longest 
space and b) its furthest from the cars. And to cap it all, 
even if the wind had been better, the football pitches 
are in use. 

We get the ground sheet out and unpack the spars -
seem to be more than we need. And we finally realise 
that they do not go together the way the drawings show 
(Don confirms later the design did change). I will spare 
you the details but it took two hours to put together, and 
even then we got it wrong! 
Whilst some of us played at putting in moorings for air-

ships, and others tried to fathom the intricacies of the 
frame, others rolled out the tail. 450m, that's 1/3 mile! 
That's a lot of tail! 

lt was assembled. We attached the flying line (thanks to 
Doug and Mark Bowlas for the loan). We stood it up, we 
took the strain, I asked myself what we were doing and 
whether this was potentially suicidal... ... and the wind 

dropped. And it stayed dropped. Little eddies of wind 
rolled across the ground and we stood there like lem­
ons. The wind picked up - we pulled - and Eric rose into 
the air, just, for the first time in 16 years. 

We tried several times more and achieved flight of 
maybe 30 seconds, or a minute tops, and may 150 feet. 
The tail stayed fairly firmly on the ground, but Eric had 
'flown'. 

Four broken spars (Don remembers some may have 
been broken) but no real damage. We now know how to 
put him together. We know how to fly him, and we know 
what wind we need as a minimum. And we know how 
much space he needs - it was a valuable lesson. 

His next planned outing is Beverley - so helpers please. 

In the meantime, a huge thanks to all those wl1o came 
to help, to Ray Landers (to whom also thanks for the 
photo), to Doug & Unda Richardson, Ann, Andy and 
Richard Desadleer, to Mary, Mark and Brian Bowlas, 
Bryn & Lesley Baggaley, George Webster and Phil & 
Gill Ashton. But mostly thanks to the team that built 
Eric - you can be really proud of him and it will be an 
honour to help him fly again. 

Jerry Swift 

NM;K~F~N~ew;;s~Ert8tt~ra~------------------------~--------------------------------~ 



Revving up on the Beach 
Saturday, 28111 December 2002. The last weekend of 
the year and a lovely windy day (well, chilly but bright). 
Having spent Christmas gorging ourselves on every­
thing but turkey (we had duck}, and both of us being full 
of cold, we decided it would be an ideal opportunity to 
blow a few cobwebs away. 

As Richard has not been to Humberston Fitties near 
Grimsby, we headed down towards the beach to see 
whether there were any other 
like-minded people out. The 
beach was full! There were 
several buggies with big foils 
attached, making the most of 
the wind, lots of people with 
quad-line foils being dragged 
down the beach, and lots of 
space left for us to set up and 
do the last serious flying of this 
year. 

We put the flexi foil up with 
two streamers, dancing in the 
wind, and then a brightly col­
oured soft foil, which stalled 
interestingly every time the 
wind gusted. They both looked 
very small against some of the 
huge quad-line foils being em­
ployed by the buggy fraternity. 
I learnt a lot about re­
launching a kite from the 
beach without help ... 

My favourite kite, the three metre Buster Blood Vessel 
then had to be put to the test, and it reinforced how 
careful you have to be not to try flying in too high a 
wind, as he dragged me down the beach, with every 
muscle in my arms screaming for release from the 
enormous pull. We shared the fun of flying him for a 
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while until we had both made interesting patterns in the 
sand (reminiscent of a herd of elephants doing the 
tango), then Richard got out the Revolution. 

Now, I have had very little experience with dual-line 
kites, but a quad-line kite .. . Richard showed me how to 
lift it off and make it stop in mid air, turn on its own axis 
and drop gently back to earth. He is still learning, but it 
looked easy enough. Wrong! lt was easy to get it off the 
ground and very easy to plough it straight back into the 
sand without trying too hard; turning frantic circles one 

way was also good, but getting the lines unwound was 
another matter. Keeping my elbows in and 'dabbing' the 
controls was a great idea, but tell that to the kite! I very 
quickly mastered getting it off the ground either in re­
verse, or the right way up, but keeping it there was an­
other matter. I handed it back to the expert, and we had 
many interested glances as it demonstrated fantastic 

manoeuvrability compared to all the 
other kites on the beach. 

The afternoon soon went, and it was 
getting dark as we packed up and 
headed for the car and a flask of hot 
coffee. Humberston Fitties has been 
like a mini kite festival this weekend, 
and it was good to see all the kite­
mad people out enjoying the sport. 

I didn't get a kite for Christmas, as the 
choice has to be mine for my first one, 
so I am now test flying all the kites 
Richard has to see what I like the 
most. The tlexi foil and old Buster are 
on the top of that list, but I am sure a 
Delta will win my heart soon! Revolu­
tions are great, but I am going to 
leave them for the big boys ... 

Alison Gray-Smith 



Th e journal of the Bearly Made It Skyd i ve Sq u ad, Th e In ter n ationa l Bro t he r. 
and Sisterhood of Pa rac huting Fauna and th e U.K.Ted Devi l s . Ac tual Bovine 
Scato l ogic al content, Ni l. Mindle ss Dri ve l content=100% . Pol itica ll y Incorrect 
and ve r y p ro ud of it, but of course yo u already k n ew th a t, s o l et s c ut to thechase. 

Call to boycott artist's 
'dead teddy bear' show 

In th e last issue of R . C . we dre w attention 
to a r at her jok ey mobil e p h o ne game, c harmingl y 
e ntitled " TORTURE TEDDY". ok a y, we r ea li se that 
it was ve ry mu c h tongu e in cheek,maybe eve n a 
h oot if thats wh a t turn s yo u on, but o f no co n s ­
eque nc e wha tsoever, apart from cos tin g pa rtic i p ­
ents an a rm a nd a l eg . 

It now t u r n s out that in th e rea l world the- is revenge 

re is at l east o n e serio u s sicko p syc ho, wh o seems to h ave a r ea l problem with Te dd ys 
and other cuddley to ys , t o s u c h a n exte nt that h e h as ex h i bited a n ar tw o rk, or s h oul d 
that be an ar ~ework at a gallery in Lyth a m S t Annes in Lanc s . Pictu re if you ca n Te d s 
tha t h ave be e n pa r ti a ll y dismembered, charred . an d s c or c hed wi th a b lowt orc h, th e n pi e ­
r ced with 6" n ai ls and finally daub ed with re d paint to resemble blood . 

The ar two rk , i f y ou ca n e ll it that is e nt i tl ed "DEADY BEARS" and fo rm s par t of a 
larger work called "A WAL K ON THE DA RKS IDE " at th e Artl oun g e gallery . The ex hib it has 
cause d quite a bit of a stin k, and alt h o ugh s om e p e op l e said it was f as c inating, a lot 
more said it was outrageous. Ir e na Th o mp so n , who runs the n e a rb y Toy and Te dd y Mu se um 
was not b est pl ease d . " The ex hib it ion i s dr ea dful, what is the art is t t ryi ng to acheive? 
Most p eop l e l ook u po n Ted d ys as l ifelong fr e i nd s and c ompan i o n s and it s not nic e to see 
them treated i n thi s way . Teddy Bear lo vers both yo un g a nd o ld will b e horrified to see 
them tr eated i n this way . I s it ar t to tr eat Ted s almost li ke bizarre voodoo dolls" 

Ho we ver, Sam S h earon t h e 24 year ol d arti s t? ? respo n sib l e for t he ex h i bit, s a id that 
it was pay ba ck t im e for th e t error h is own c h i ldhood Te d inflicted up o n him when its 
eyes used to l ig ht up, li t by the h ea dlight s of passing cars, which, h e says , terrified 
him so mu c h, that hi s Mum h a d t o turn th e Te d around to face th e wa ll. How thi s in s pir e d 
him to mutil at e, scorch, pi erce and daub t h ese Bears h e did not say . He a dded t ha t th e 
exhi bition was'nt pr e tt y, but h e wa s n ot into ma k i n g thing t h a t were easy on th e eye . 

Nicol a Thomp so n, the owner of th e gallery 
said th e ex hi b i tio n h a d ge n erate d lot s of feed 
b a c k from the public. Most people, ho wever t h­
ink that th e ar ti s t i s d ef init ely s trang e a nd 
in n ee d of some serio u s p syc h ological help, 
but t h e n the e xh ibit i on was meant to be thou­
ght provoking . 

No doubt man y of our me mbe rs co uld th i nk 
of s uit a bl e treatment for this so me what rat her 
sa d sicko , though we 'r e not s ure if 6 lacehol­
es up the jacksie would be re gar d e d i n these 
politically correct days as s u itable p s ychi at ­
ric help . Mind y ou, its probabl y all about 
mo n ey , as thi s sicko i s p r oba bl y o n a Arts 
Council gr a nt, a nd laugh ing a ll th e way to t h e 

bank. Dont it make yer wa nna puke . 



SKYDIVING SK I VE OF AN 'OFF SICK' COPP£R .... YOO WOT ? 

A COP WHO WAS SUPPOSEDLY OFF SICK WA S ACTUALLY WORKING 
AS A PARAC HUTE INS TRUCTO A COURT WA S RECE NTLY TOLD . (t 

Andrew Hesketh pock e t e d s ome £2 , 56 0 i n sickness benefits 

plus sick pay after claiming h e wa s injured in a fall at 
a pol ice s tation. 

I n fact h e had s tarted a new lif e as a parachute i n s tr ­
uctor at an ai rfield in Lincoln s hir e . Hesketh fir s t s t a rt e d 
c laiming handouts after he alleged h e had slipped on a we t 
at Bury nick . He told hi s bosses that th e s l i p had aggrav­
ated a prev io u s wok related injury to his back . 

He was on s ix month s full pay s ick lea ve , but wh e n thi s 
was later h a lved a s per polic e rul es, he started clai ming 
sic k b e n e fit whilst ac tuall y work in g as a p arac hut e instr ­
u c tor at Targ et airsports n ear Sc unth o rpe . The sea m was 
only ex posed after a client was kill ed in a parachute acc ­
ident a nd Hes k et h had to give evi d e n ce a t a n inquest. Someone obvi ou sly kn ew wh a t he 
was up to and tipped off th e old bill, wh o were s om e wha t stun ned when th ey lear ne d th e 
full fa cts of th e matter . at co urt, He s k et h pleaded guilty to eig ht counts of d ece ption 
as h e had ear n ed £2,000 from Target and c l ai med£ 2 , 5 00 odd whilst sti ll on s ick pay from 
the Manchest e r Pol ice . So ther e you h ave i t, Bad Ba ck 7 S k y d ive , yo u kno w it c u res a ll. 

PARA, PARA, PARACHUTE TRAINING? , HO, HUM, ITS ALL A BIT OF A DRAG . . . • .•.. • ...•• .. •••... 

FIRS T OFF WE HAD ATHLETES HURTLI NG DOWN THE TRAI NING TRA CKS DRAGGING MI NI CHUTES 
BEHIND TH EM, NOW THE PRIMA DON NA F OO TBALLERS ARE GET TING IN ON THE AC T. 

Wotsit all about you may ask 7 Nap e we dont think they are gearing up to to try a nd get 
into the BMI SS as it seems to be about increasing their runni n g spee d, as the theory is 
that after hav i n g to drag a minic hut e b e h i nd them, when they di sca rd the chute, say ,in 
actual co mpeti t i o n they s pe e d up quit e a bit . Crazy or what? Why bother with minichutes 
the s pe e d up e ffect could quit e eas il y induced by ha vi ng tho se large s how cheques at 
eac h en d of th e p itc h or trac k, that would get ' e m going. Better st ill, maybe we co uld 
co n them i nto the full size pa rac hute ca per, but with empty chute pack s , would increase 
their speed a treat 

FURRY HOOLIGAN ATTACKS CHURCH,WHICH IS NOT A NICE THING TO DO . ...............•...••.•. 

An Atheist or p oss ibl y nut cas Be ar a tt acke d an ei ght ee nth century c hu rc h f or the 
se cond time r ece ntl y in a plac e thats u npronoucabl e i n so utheast Poland . Th e lo cal 
pri est Fr . He n ry k Dobosz is getting a bit browned off with th e furry ho o l iga n s antics . 

It see ms that the Bea r i s a ft er a Bee Nest i n the c hu rc h tower, 
which of course is full of honey . The damage th e be ar is do i n g is 
a nu sia n ce, claw ma rks on the wall and planks ripped fro m the do­

however t h e bear ha s nt actually broken i n yet, but who knows, 
h e may come b ac k, armed with a c h ainsaw . 

WHILST WE'RE ON ABOUT FURRY HOOL I GANS . . ...... . .••... . .. • . . .... 

Gordon Be nn et t, look what the cats just dr agge d in , Hol y Cow 
i ts th e on e and only Drunk e n Dave, turning up out of the 

bl ue, like th e proverbia l bad penny . Wher e the hell yoo 
I:Jee n Dave, long time no see . " Gurgl e , Fart, Burp Gurg l e " 
Oh, so the ca p er with the wi dow of a Bee r Ba ron n eve r 

panned out after you d r unk the brewery dry. 'Bout t ime 
yo u went back to th e So uth Coast s lapp er a nd those so ddi n g 

s prog s . Did h ear th a t Suzy wants t o i ntroduce you to that 
awful l y nice Mr Rawling s ofADIRONDACK fame, he s a bit woo den 

b ut h e longs to me e t yo u. 

IS'NT THAT NICE? WE MUST DO All WE CAN TO RE UNIT£ 
THOSE LONG LOST FRIENDS AND WAYWARD SPOUSES. 



HUNG UP ON SHOP TILL YOU DROP, OR YOU'RE HAVING A LAUGH . 

So, heres the deal. you know the worlds tallest bu­
ilding right? Wot, them Petronas Twin Towers in Kuala­
Lumpar? Yeah, thats it, why dont we have an extreme Sky 
Diving competi tion right orf the top ............ . 

And Yea veri lyit ca me to pas s that a d is p e rate gro­
up of Skydiving l o oni es did dispcrtt h e mselves atop the 
1 ,483ft, oh, abo ut 450 metre ta ll tow ers , prior to c hu­
cking th e mselves off . 

As y ou know, any gat h e ring of th e a for e mentioned 
l oony ba rste wards, ha s to in c l ud e by law, o n e loony wh o 
wi l l outloon y all the r es t put together . Step forward 
Mr Matt h ew Stric kl and a nd s how u s wh at yo u ca n do, Wh at 
Mr 5 . co u ld do was quite si mpl e, c hu ck yerse lf orf the 
top, un s tuff the jolly o ld rag, l ose t h e pl ot as regar ­
d s finding th e dr op zo n e, shucks, we mis s t h a t by a co­
untr y mil e and e nd u p d ang ling by y e r chute from a 
shoppi ng co mp l ex at t h e b ase of t h e Tw in Tow e r s . 

It s a tribute to t h e c hut e mak er t h at MrS . did 'n t 
buy the farm after d a ngl ing from the store front for 
so me co nsi derabl e t i me , b e fore b eing res c ued b y a be­
mu se d group o f Ma l ays i a n s oldiers , who were hea rd mutt ­
e r ing under th e ir br ea th , So d that if thats Parac huting 
we ' re off to j o in th e Cateri n g Cor p s . 

COR: STONE THE CROWS, OR POSSIBLY STONE THE TEDDIES .. .. 

Alright you rotten lot, own up, '00 NICKED the Stone Ted dy Bear i n Dorset .......... . 
Police in Dor se t are investigating the t h eft of a 4ft sto n e Teddy Bear fr om a garden in 
the P i ddl e Val l ey. Get t h is, th e so dding Bear weig h s 15 stone , oh alright, f or the m as 
dont use s tone s or ha ve furrin weig ht s , th e Bear s goe s a bout 2 10lbs or a good ' undred 
kilo s . Gordon Be nn ett, wh oeve r h a d that away mu s t h ave done s ome puffing a nd blowing . 

Rum o u rs that the Sto n ed ( yoo wot 7 ) Bear was goi n g to be kitted out wit h a granite P a ­
rachute for so me real fauna b ombi n g were dis missed a s nothing more th an s tir ring i t up, 
In t h e mea ntim e th e Boys in Blue who have bearly fo un d a si ngle clue to this dast ar dly 
c rim e are on th e lookout for an ex tremely larg e Kite, as th e whol e a ff ai r will e nd up i n 
tears or through s omebodys s tunt Kite di s p lay , but dont qu ote u s on th at will ya . 

JUTE TO CICUHSTANCES BEYOND OUR CONTROL,THE TEDDY BEAR IS MADE FROM A GUNNY SACK ..... . 

And the funny thing is the rough little sod fetched £9,200 at an auction in Buck­
ingham recently, which goes to show that there must be plenty of dough in the g a me. 
So, yo u may a sk , why o n ea rth would a ny o n e make a Te ddy Bear out of so rough a s tuff as 
Jute, anoth er n a me f or which i s Gunny . Actually th e Te d i n question d a t es from the end 
of the f irst wor ld war, at wh ic h tim e so ft fabric s uch as nic e moh air were in ve ry s h ort 
supply . We h ave no d e tail s as to weth er or n ot this Bea r wa s s imp ly a one off or it was 
i n co mm ercia l production by a r ecognise d toy ma k er . It must h ave bee n the latt er case as 
s urely a one off h ome ma d e Be ar would rea li se s u c h a s um as t h is o n e did . 

We reali se that t h e following willnot b e rea d by a ny dropnik 
type thingy as they are all down t h e gard e n, r ooting aro und 
in the garde n s h e d, des perate ly searching for old f e rtili ser 
sac k s , and dreaming of lo a d s of wonga . 

So rr y to put a prov er b ial s pann e r in t h e work s , o l d chaps 
but unl ess yo u happen to be in possesion of a genoo wi n e cir­
ca world war one type g un ny sac k, all yo u are likely to do 
is just incr ease th e numb er of rat h er rough looking Te dd y 
Bear s , and bo y , ain ' t there so me of them a b o ut ( who, moi 7 ) 

mo s t of which, let s face it, are worth about 2 bob. 

Mi nd yo u,th ey ca n t sto p yo u dream i ng yet ( propo se d EC l e g-
islation soon) ' co r Noi n e f arsand knick e r .... if only ... . 

JU TE GLORIOUS JU TE, OH, WHAT WE WOULD GIVE FOR . .. . ... . 



YET ANOTHER EMPTY SPACE IN THE SKY ......................• 

BMIS S and ~iting as a whole lost a true friend rece ntly when Pat Dell was taken 
from us after a short illness. to our knowledge 'THE BOSS' nev er bombed a parafauna, 
but s h e was supporter of wfiat we got upto, always there with a smi l e or a telling 
comment a nd a word of advice . Its hard when you realise t h at we will never see he r 
again, for alo ng with husband Ran, Pat seemed to be a permanent fixture at every 
Kite Fest. And if you work it out Pat a nd Ran really did stitch the BMISS togethe r . 

As mo st of you know for a good many years Pat and Ran were the one and only 
Kiteability, not so much a Kite bits and bobs outlet, more a hospitality sui t e at mo st 
festivals, and when they ceased trading we were all looking forward to many years of 
Mable and Old Harry being just Kiters, but alas i~ was not to be and all we are l e ft 
with now are memories, and they will be forever. Goo db ye then dear Pat , you was ve ry 
much a good 'u n Girl, and all of u s will really miss you. 

DONT SAY WE DIDNT WARN YER, WE'VE SEEN THE FUTURE, AND ITS YUK. 

They ob v iously dont like soft cuddly toys of a para c huting 
persuasion in that bastion of sense a nd sensebility a nd joined 
up thi nk ing known as bru ssels . We have it on good authority from 
a friend of a friend of someone who d oes for the third chief 
cook a nd bo tt lewa s h e rs second assistant at the canteen in the bu ­
ilding over t h e road from the parl ia ment hou se in downtown stras ­
bourg wh ich is quite a way fro m brus se ls, that pos sibly, maybe, 
in the Future. parafauna will be classed as hazardous and wi l ha­
ve to carry warning notices stating that this is so . 

Its also rumoured that parafauna could be classed as weapo­
ns of mas s desruction, which means you could have a Blix battalion 
swarming all o ve r yer gaff, armed with geiger counters. Mind you 
they should be a doddle to ba mboozle, from what we've h eard . 

Remember, all the forgoing is srictly on the QT,catch our 
drift, and far be it from us to d o a bit of s tirring, he lied,we 
are definitely i n a deja vu, or perhap s a deja pooh situation. 
We should all be alert, 'cos the world definite l y n eeds lerts. 

BOVINE SCATALOGIA FREE ZONE ...•...• (nope, we dont follow the• around with a BROO M! 

Did you know that Humes h ave had a fascination with Bears for many thousands of yea­
rs, partly due to their mystery,strength and t h e fact that they can walk on two legs. 
Ancient man elevated the Bear to the s tatus o f a god and gods were depicted as Be ars by 
the ancie n t Greeks,Roma ns and Celts. Funny enough, Humes have on ly been fasc inat e d by 
Teddy Bear s for about a hundred y ea rs, a nd with parachuting Teds for about thirt y years, 
the disparity i n time is probably due to the fact that the m sodding Roma n s, Greeks and 
Celts n ever had mohair, kapok, p arachutes and Kites 

Also, apra po o f nothing, did you know that on the fatef ul day that Donald Camp bell 
died in his jetboat, Bluebird in 1967, hi s mascot, a Bear named Mr Whoppit float e d to 

the surface o f Conisto n wat er j u st minutes after the cra s h. 
Th e Bear who along with Campbell had broken t h e water sp e ed re­
cord seven times and t h e land speed record once was the o nly 
trace of Campbell which could be fo und until the discov e ry of 
the Bluebird wreck in 2001 . 

SO AS ALWAYS ITS THE USUAL TO THE TEDDYTORIAL C/0 AS EVER 
Th e Boring Old Fart.4B Laurel Lane,West Drayton,UB7.7 TY. in 

wh at will be forever England, though pos si bl y a sa dd e r 
England, now that another piece of the fun has gone f orever . 

STOP PRESS. Portos the Bear has been awarded a sta te pe nsion 
at the age of 27 years as a reward for be i ng the sta r perfo­
mer at t h e Omsk City Circus in Russia. Gordon Bennet t , do 
you suppose th at they class him as an OAP Bear, or p ossibly 

a Boring Old Fart Bear? 
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