
1.2 Metre Rokkaku 
This plan has been written especially for the Artistic Kite Group Gallery Project. and 

accompanies the diagrammatic figures I to 4 

Matcnals 
Dcpcndmg on your budget." patience, auenuon to detail ) ou " 111 
rcqu1rc 

• I 5 metres ofnpstop (less if)OU use the 111dc J..md) 
• 2 ' I metre lengths of 6mm dowel or - .5mm carbon fibre 

tube (for U1e cross spars) 
• I ' I 2 metre length of 6mm do11el or 5 5mm carbon fibre 

tube (for the spme) 
• 2 ' alummium bo11 stnng adjusters 
• 3 x alummium 0 nngs 
• 15 metres (appro-.: ) 501b - ny Ion I polyester cord for bridles 

and bow ltnes 
• 4 metres ribbon or edge bmding tape (optional) 

InstructiOns 
Thts ts a simple kite to make, tt can be made m many d1lfcrent 
\\D)'S please feel free to use your own methods of construcllon 1f 
you prefer them to Ule suggested ones Remember there IS no right 
or wTong 11 ay to do thmgs only d11Tcrcnt "a) s 

ThcSa1l 
The sa1l can ' be made of ctUler one smglc p1ccc of fabnc of fi1 e 
separate pux:es, Ule cast est tS of course to use only one piece, to do 
Ults mark out the shape onto the npstop ny Ion ensunng the gram 
runs stratght d01111 Ulc sad and lca1 mg an add111onal I 5cm all 
around to allow for a double folded hem aJtcmatl\cly you can cut 
out Ule satl as fi,e panels lca1 mg about 7mm hems between the 
panels. the four corner panels should be arranged so that the gram 
runs parallel to the outs1de edges the advantage of Ults method ts 
thattt mm1mtscs sail dtstortton and stretch. If you w1sh you can sew 
narro11 ribbon or edge bmdmg tape to the back. front or c1cn ms1dc 
U1c hems to prc1 ent any strctchmg along the edges 

The Pockets 
Make s" pockets out of smps of nps top as shown m fig 2 these 
strips should be about 27cm long and folded m half twtcc to 
produce the podcL hot cuttmg strips from a prc-folded 11tdcr p1ccc 
of fabnc whtch IS sttll 27cm long, produces mcc tidy pocl..cts "htch 
do not unfold wh1lst bcmg SC\In to the satl sc11 on the pockets for 
the cross spars at pomts B. C, E, and F Try to keep your scwmg to 
a mmtmum as m fig 2. ob\ 1ously Ulc pockets should all pomt 
hori/ontally across the satl Next SC\1 the pockets at A and D 
ensuring that the openings pomt d1rcctl) at the oppos1tc pocl..ct 

The Bndlc attachment pomts 
You "ill need to allach Ulc bndlc at Ulc s t:-.. pomts mdtcated m fig I 
) ou can ctthcr use about 30cm ' 2.5cm long stnps of npslop folded 

and scw11 mto tabs. Ulls method ts preferable if) ou use the 5 panel sat I 
technique smcc they can be added when Ule panels arc assembled.. the 
front portton of Ulc tab can protr11dc about I cm from the face of the k1tc 
and the rcmamdcr can hang from the back surface and be used as lies to 
hold the spars in place. or else altcmalllcly you can make small patches 
of sc1cral layers of npstop as 111 fig 4 and se\\ these to the satl as 
shm1n. next take a fine pomtcd soldcrmg 1ron and p1crce l\10 holes nght 
through the patch and the sat! as shown this produces a very neat fimsh 
and negates the need for ttcs on the back oflhe sat!. 

The Spars 
Cut the spars to fit. if you arc using do11CI, file a couple of notches 111 
Ulc ends of the cross spars as m fig 3 . 1f you use carbon then you 11111 
need to add arro" nocks to the spar ends to take the bo\\ lmcs 

Bo\\mg 
Cut lengths of I (ml of cord for each bo11 ltne. tte a small 0\ erhand loop 
m one end and put 1t o1er one of the notches, the other end can now be 
fed Uuough the aluminium adJuster contmuc around the other notch. 
11hcn the lmc returns to the adJuster 11c 11 secure!~ The cross spar can 
no11 be bo11ed, repeat th1s for the other spar w 1Ul all spars m place 
decide wh1ch end :.ou 111sh to be the top and bo\\ the b<m hnc so that 11 

tS 12 cm from ltne to spar, on Ulc bottom make U11s d1stancc 15cm. "1th 
a pen mark the cord so that you can find the bo\\ mg pomts again 

Bndling 
F1rst lit a top central bndlc ltnc of around 1.2m. nc't fit the other top 
hncs as a smglc ptccc of hne appro:-. 2 .'im long. lying the kttc Oat on liS 

back (but sltll bo"ed). dra11 the three ltncs to a pomt and ttc an 
01crhand loop dirccll) above the top spar Repeal for the lm1cr spar. 
c'ccpt use I 4m 111 the mtddlc and about 2 9m for the s1dcs attach 
alumtntum nngs to Ulc loops 1 ta larks head hitches. nc't J0111 the t110 
nngs "tth a ptccc of cord appro' I m long attach the final alumm1um 
ring at a point on this final hnc 11hich 11hcn all lines arc taught causes 
the front cross spars of the 1-.ttc to ltfi about I .'icm from the noor 

Fh mg 
Your I 2m RoUaku l..itc should no11 be read) to 0~ . adJUSt the pos1t1011 
of the tow mg pomt fomards slightly if the k.1tc '"" not nsc and m01 c 1t 
back shghtl) 1fthc k1Lc IS unstable. 
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Diagram exactly 1 I 1oth scale 
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Cross spar end 
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