SFLIT KEEL
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1,2 {(News)papersheet 30x42 cm doubled twice,no sharp crease.
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3 Roll and turn AB
vertical,fold AC and BC sharp.

4 Unfold and reverse first
crease,B on A.
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5 Fold sharp and
symmetrically,fix tape,fold BC.

6 Fold wings {(crease DE).




SPLIT KEEL 18

7 Spar diam 2mm,length
30cm,split ends.Taping stops
further slit.Double tape in slit
won’t stick.Tape to wing tips.

"The ability of our devices to “work’ and
get results depend much 1less on their
shape than we are apt to think."(1)

David Pye,exposing the many facets that
go to making a good design,argues that to
achieve results there are always
different solutions in many shapes.The
decision about the shape of a thing is
mainly an aesthetic one and
arbitrary.Modern kite designers are happy
to know that.

From David Pye on design to David Pelham
on kites seems not tooc far...In his
Penguin Book of Kites one of the last
pages shows a small keel kite,to be made
by folding an A4 writing paper.The
striking simplicity of the design
combines economy of folding with the
aesthetics of a regular shape.

Surveying the many kiteforms from East
and West,we can hardly take for granted
that such a rich variety of shapes is
derived from a small number of functional
demands. The frequency of these
patterns,recognisable as a picture or a
symbol,or just acting as a sign by their
regular shape,make an indication that
kitemakers initially have a shape in mind
and subsequently try to make it
fly.Analysis comes afterwards.The fine
shapes and proportions of kites did not
arise on account of good flying results
but just reflect our appreciation of such
design.
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8 Check synnetf; of fins.Cotton
thread to C.

In light winds no tail.

Making my own kite designs I repeatedly
catch myself first looking for a shape I
like and then count the rational
arguments about construction and
stability,and moreover,being inclined to
mention only these arguaents.

Folding is an attractive and simple way
of making kites.To illustrate the
foregoing thoughts here are three kite
designs,based on the folding principle.

{The first design appears below.The other
two will appear in 1later issues of
K.O.N.)

(1)David Pye,The Nature And Resthetics of

design {(London:Barrie & Jenkins
Ltd.1978),p 14.
The first,SPLITKEEL,is a  further

elaboration of the above mentioned kite
of David Pelham.I considered the keel too
big.Making some more creases,I got a
split keel,smaller and turning out to
produce a good stability.I made this kite
at different sizesjthe smaller the
size,the thiner the paper.The spar is a
piece of split bamboo,put in non—-sticking
tape @ pockets to keep the kite
collapsible.For the bigger sizes (e.g.
a=1lm) a more complicated dowel frame is
needed.AR bowed spar,a central spine and

two cross—sticks make it fully
rigid.Polythene connections for the
cross—sticks are useful .Pol ythene

film,tyvek or ripstop for the sail.
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